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Learn about this record set

First name(s) WE

Last name Young

Year

Service number 3240

Rank Lance Sergeant

Regiment

Country of imprisonment

Prison camp or ship

Conflict World War 2

Archive The National Archives

Archive reference WO 361/2065

Document details Prisoners of war, Far East: master roll, VWXYZ
Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
Category Military, armed forces & conflict
Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None

This record is a master roll of
servicemen. Walter's entry gives

his age as 31 which he turned in
June 1939.
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This page was submitted with the letter from Walter to Doris as part of the VE/VJ 80 commemoration:

Walter Ernest Young was born in 1908 in Blackwood, Monmouthshire to Walter Ernest and Mary Ann Young. He was the third eldest of 12 children. He
trained as a hairdresser and cycled to Oxford in search of work. There he met and married his wife, Doris.

In 1939 Walter signed up for National Service and joined the 35 Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RA' becoming Lance Sergeant 1483240.

Walter’s last letter to Doris is dated 28 November 1941. He wrote it was the first Christmas they had spent apart in their married life (then 9 years). The
port stop mentioned could be Durban, South Africa, given the references to a captain’s daughter - Captain Sir Thomas Sheppard was a WWII admiral?.

Did the letter reach Doris in 19427 On 15 February Walter was taken prisoner of war in Singapore. In October, 600 British prisoners of war there were
loaded on to a ship said bound for a prison camp in Japan. The POWSs headed instead south of the equator to Rabaul, New Britain in Papua New
Guinea. In November the 517 fittest men were shipped to Ballalae Island to build a secret runway.

Many prisoners died from overwork and disease or were Killed by allied air raids. A raid on 12 March 1943 may have killed 300 when their encampment
was bombed. In June 1945 another heavy US raid convinced the Japanese the island was about to be invaded so they executed all surviving prisoners.

5 March 1943 is Walter’s official death. His sons, Morris, Trevor and Kenneth were 6, 8 and 10 years old.

After the war ended a mass grave was discovered by Australia and the remains of over 400 men were removed and buried at the Bomana
Commonwealth War Cemetery in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea?3. Walter is commemorated at the Singapore Memorial and at The National
Arboretum.

Doris never remarried. As records were official secrets for 50 years, she died knowing little of Walter’s fate. Her sons found the letter in her home years
after her death. The last picture of them together also remained on her bedroom wall until 2020.

1 The 35 LAA journey https://www.cofepow.org.uk/armed-forces-stories-list/35th-laa-regiment-royal-artillery
2 Admiral Captain Sir Thomas Dawson Lees Sheppard KBE CV MVO who served in WWI and retired in 1925. His last role was in Portsmouth, and he died in Shanklin, the Isle of Wight as in The Gazette.
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balalae Island_mass_gravest#cite note-6
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28 November 1941
L/SGT Young 1483240
89/95 LAARA
Dearest Doris,

By the time you receive this letter, Christmas for
you will be well and truly over and I hope you had an
enjoyable one, although for the first time since we have
been married, we had to spend it apart.

I am more than sorry that this had to be but under
the circumstances of course could not be helped. Let us

hope we will be able to spend next Xmas together and

perhaps make up for lost time.

I feel sure that Morris, Trevor and Kenneth would
have a good time because being young world affairs
would not worry them in the least and I know when I
was home last you were well prepared for Xmas.

By the way dear, let...

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943
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... (me) know if mother came to stay for Xmas or any of
the family.

Well dear now to write a little about myself.

I believe I have lost a bit of weight, but I am likely to
lose a bit more yet but seeing that I can afford to lose
some I don’t think it matters much as long as I feel fit as
I do at the present.

We made another call to a port and this time we got

three days shore leave and I don’t think I enjoyed

myself better and some day I hope to visit that place
again.

I made some very good friends while we were there.
One in particular has promised to write to you and I
believe....

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943
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... she will. I say she because her name is Miss
Sheppard, she is a nice young person and has a very
nice house.

I know this because I went there to dinner for two of
my evenings and of course met her parents who are very
nice people, her father is a retired naval captain. Miss
Sheppard herself is an architect and incidentally has a
very nice car which came in way useful as I was able to
see the sights of the town and the country in real
comfort.

The people of that town gave us a really good

welcome a most hospitable type of people,

We left that port two days before Xmas which was
real bad luck for us, as I am sure we...

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943
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... would have had a real good time there. As it was, we
spent Xmas on board ship this did not turn out too badly
under the circumstances, still it left a lot to be desired.

We are still on the high sea and so I have not received
any mail from you, and I do not expect any until a month
after we reach our next station(?) but, do write regular as
they will, at some time, I expect catch up with me.

Well dear remember me to Morris, Trevor and Ken
and give them my love also remember me to the rest of
the family.

I must close now dear so cheerio until next time.
Your Loving Husband Ern

XXXXXXXX
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Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943




Walter's Far East voyage

Philippine Sea
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Year

1941 24 Dec + Left Durban, passed Maldives

1942 13 Jan
15 Feb
Feb - Oct
1942 Oct

1942 18 Oct

Arrive Singapore, camp Nee-Soon
1942 Captured in Singapore
1942 Imprisoned in Changi, Singapore

Stop in Surabaya on way to Rabaul

572 taken to Rabaul, New Britain,
camp at Kokopo 30 miles away

1942 Nov

1943 21 Jan
1943
1943
1943
1945

500 fittest taken to Solomon islands
Kenkon Maru sinks off Bougainville
Unknown | Arrived on Ballalae Island
5 March On or after - date of death, aged 34
June Massacre of remaining POWs

Buried at the Bomana Common-
wealth War Cemetery in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea.
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RANK &

SER. NO.

Capture on 15 February 1942

BR.OF  DATE OF DATE OF
SERVICE CAPTURE  LIBERATION

YOUNG ;
YOUNG ,
YOUNG/,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,
YOUNG,

YOURC

y .Thomas

Robert
Robert Charles
Rovert G. B.
Bobert Heﬁry
Robert Marcus
ROy

Sidney John
Etenley
Stanley
Stanley
Stanley John
Stuart Rarold
Thomae

Alfred

Ete
60£857%
Sgn
2360226

Capr (uke

132548

Cpl
6086176

Cpl
JeL2
Sgn
2571654

Gnr
1777649

Dyr
T /88378
Fte
6202865

onxo
831190

L/Cpl
£503702

3r
1511214

cpl
DE7Z48

=257 .L./C
1227230

da.mo.yr. da.mo.yr.

15-£-42

15-2-42

15-2-42

Deceased

Missing on
bogrd ship

Decessed

Deceased

Deceased

YOUNG,

walter Ernest

L/Sgt
1483240

Unknown

YOUNG ,

Will. Francis

9

rte
702Y

This record is a roll of men captured as
prisoners of war. Walter’s capture date is 15
February 1942 which was the date the Japanese
took Singapore. Records document he isin a
camp in Malaya, but details are unknown.

Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Learn about this record set

First name(s) Walter Ernest

Last name Young
Year 1942
Rank

Service number 1483240
Ship name A
Country of imprisonment Malaya
Nationality British
Ship or corps A
Prison camp or ship Malaya
Conflict World War 2
Archive The National Archives
WO 392/26

Archive reference

War Office: Directorate of Prisoners of War: Prisoners of War Lists, Second World

Document details War, 1943-1945

Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Category Military, armed forces & conflict
Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943




Prisoner of war card

7 A

YOUNG Walter Lrnest.

i
Nationality

%BRITISH'

BE i & o
Rank

Iance Sergeant ﬁ\’%’

i
|

A 45 AW
Date of Birth

7th,y Jurie, 1908, .

Pi J8 B
Unit

i M 55 P
Place of Capture

SNGAPIRE oﬁ,\@

No. 1483240

Fot, th. I.‘.A oA .Restoﬁof“.

e A
Father's Name

U8 ltep-BrRedtacenee |

A 4E A |

Date of Capture .

3 Zn a b2

A FE b
Place of Origin

53 High Strect
Blackwood

Moﬁgggggahire

ST
Destination
of
Report

Mrs.D .,V 2, Young
38 Spencer
lose Hill

Oxford.England.,

roscen

e L e
Mother’s Name

Vary Ann

W ®
Occupation

/?A/kp ess&z:z%’?égf

ok b VR D

Remarks

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943

This Japanese Prisoner of war card
confirms Walter's place of capture as
Singapore and prison camp. Note he
gave his mother-in-law’s address as the
‘destination of report’ so she would be
able to support Doris with sad news.

Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Learn abo xcord set

First name(s) WE
Last name Young

Year

Service number 3240

Rank Lance Sergeant
Regiment

Country of imprisonment
Prison camp or ship
Conflict World War 2
Archive The National Archives
Archive reference WO 361/2065
Document details Prisoners of war, Far East: master roll, VWXYZ
Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
Category Military, armed forces & conflict
Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None




Changi Prison, Singapore Camp Roll 1941

Walter's is the last entry on the Changi Prison nominal roll in 1941.

The transcription document details the record as ‘Soloman Island unaccounted for
prisoners of war who embarked at Singapore. Note several entries for the 35 LAA.
Walter was held here for 245 days until 18 October 1942 when he was one of 572
men taken to New Britain, destined for the Soloman Islands.

Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Learn about this record set

First name(s) WE

Last name Young

Year 1942

Service number 1483240

Rank Lance Sergeant
Regiment

Ship name 35Laa RegtRa
Country of imprisonment Singapore

Ship or corps 35 LAA Regt RA
Prison camp or ship Changi

Conflict World War 2
Archive The National Archives

Archive reference WO 361/774

Document details Solomon Islands: unaccounted for prisoners of war, who embarked at Singapore
Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Category Miltary, armed forces & confict More on Changi Prison (tribal word meaning Tall Trees):
Subeategory Regimental & Service Records https://www.cofepow.org.uk/armed-forces-stories-
Collections from Great Britain, UK None | ist/th e—StO rv_of_cha n qi

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943
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Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

~1787274 @nr V3 RROW 7 Goast Regt R A
859180  L/Bdr JYOFKZ 6 HA A
~1483240 L/Sgt AXOUNG 3SLAA " '!

First name(s) WE
Last name Young

Year 1942

Service number 1483240

Rank Lance Sergeant
Regiment

Ship name 35LAARegtRA
Country of imprisonment Japan

Ship or corps 35LAARegtRA
Prison camp or ship Kenkon Maru

. . Conflict World War 2
An extract from the nominal roll of the 572 prisoners of war. R The Nationsl Archives

Archive reference WO 361/2206

The transcription refers to the ‘Far East 600 party overseas from Changi
on 18 October 1942" and that Walter was on the Kenkon Maru ship o ek I
(pictured) which was scuttled by the US and sunk on 21 January 1943, ey e
near Bougainville, as here. 500 of the fittest were sent on the ship in Subcategory
November 1942, destined for the Soloman Islands. ol .
Of interest is reference to the war diary of Thanbaya Hospital, Burma.

Prisoners of war, Far East: 600 party, overseas from Changi, Singapore on 18 October

Decumentcetalls 1942; D Force nominal rolls; war diary of Tanbaya hospital. Note:A With map

Military, armed forces & conflict

Regimental & Service Records

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943



https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?233695
https://2nd4thmgb.com.au/camp/tanbaya-362k-burma
https://2nd4thmgb.com.au/camp/tanbaya-362k-burma

Prisoner of war sound recordings - Alfred Thomas Josiah Baker

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80032085

Alfred (Alf) Baker recorded this 4-hour
interview which are published online in

perpetuity by the Imperial War Museum.

Recorded as several sound files of his time
as a prisoner of war, Alf was also captured in
Singapore and taken to Changi Prison, and
shared the journey with Walter, up to the
journey to Rabaul. He also recorded his
memories in his book “What price Bushido.”

Content description

REEL 1 Aspects of period as gunner with 3rd Heavy Anti-aircraft Regt, Royal Artillery in Malaya, 1941-1942:
background to surrender, 15/2/1942; opinion of Japanese. Aspects of period as POW in Changi Camp,
Singapore, Malaya, 2/1942-11/1942: work parties on docks. Aspects of voyage aboard SS Nagara Maru from
Singapore, Malaya to Rabaul, New Guinea, 18/10/1942-5/11/1942: conditions on board; behaviour of
Japanese guards. Recollections of period as POW in Kokopo, Death Valley and Watom Island Camps,
11/1942-8/1945: initial impressions on arrival at Rabaul; physical condition on move to Kokopo Camp;
move to Watom Island Camp; loss of officer POWSs in party; memories of Joe Blyth; punishments received
from Japanese guards; coping with imprisonment; importance of comradeship; behaviour of Japanese officer
Higaki towards POWs; hearing news of end of war, 17/8/1945; liberation on arrival of HMAS Vendetta,
8/9/1945. REEL 2 Continues: communication with home. Reflections on POW experiences: establishing
contact with home in Australia; hospitalisation in Australia and GB; medical treatment received for injured
legs in Australia; post-war medical treatment for legs in GB; problems with hook worm; psychological effects
of imprisonment; marriage, 1947; return to civilian employment; further details of psychological effects of
imprisonment; ordination as padre for Far Eastern Prisoners of War associations; attitude towards Japanese;
question of taking revenge against captors, 9/1945; threat of execution during last days of incarceration,
9/1945; fate of POWs on Bulari Island. REEL 3 Continues: story of reasons for post-war punching of man in
chip shop in Tiverton; medical problems with legs; attitude towards dropping of atomic bomb.



https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80032085

On the Far East nominal roll

This is another nominal roll of men captured as prisoners
of war. OVL means ‘overland’ and dated 18 October 1942
confirming his embarkation at Singapore as one of 500
prisoners of war sent to the Solomon Islands.

Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Learn about this record set

First name(s) WE

Last name Young

Year 1942

Service number 1483240

Rank L/s

Regiment

Ship name Royal Artillery 35Laa

Country of imprisonment

Ship or corps Royal Artillery 35LAA

Prison camp or ship

Conflict World War 2

Archive The MNational Archives

Archive reference WO 361/2188

Document details Prisoners of war, Far East: Royal Artillery; nominal roll, 5-Z.
Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
Category Military, armed forces & conflict
Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943



Unaccounted for Prisoner of War
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Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Learn about this record set

First name(s) WE

3 Last name Young
e

;,;::‘ ; Service number 1483240
9‘; : Rank Lance Sergeant
,‘3 } Regiment

:l%\ : Ship name

;?l Country of imprisonment

(":‘ Ship or corps

Prison camp or ship
/ 0y

Conflict World War 2

Archive The National Archives

Archive reference WO 361/773

Document details Solomon Islands: unaccounted for prisoners of war, who embarked at Singapore, 18
October 1942, and ...

Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

Category

This is a handwritten record of unaccounted for prisoners of
war who embarked at Singapore on 18 October 1942 signed

Military, armed forces & conflict

Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

by Sergeant Major C Bryant. The men are in two lists: six

including Walter are listed as prisoners of war and seven are
listed under the heading N/T for ‘No trace.

Collections from Great Britain, UK Mone

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943
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Unaccounted for Prisoner of War

This is a nominal roll of 18 prisoners of war unaccounted for.

There are two versions. The small version below has Walter’s rank hand-
corrected. The larger version left is later and has been further annotated
with ‘'no doc’ crossed out and by the side ‘still POW OS’ (overseas).

Information regarding the building of the air strip at Ballalae Island was
kept top secret by the Japanese.

Record Transcription:
Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
Learn about this record set
First name(s) WE
Last name Young
Year
Service number 1483240
Rank Lance Sergeant
Regiment
Ship name 35 Laa Regt Ra
Country of imprisonment
Ship or corps 35 LAA Regt RA
Prison camp or ship
Conflict World War 2
Archive The National Archives
Archive reference WO 361/773

Solemen Islands: unaccounted for prisoners of war, who embarked at Singapore, 18
October 1942, and ...

Document details
Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
Category Military, armed forces & conflict

Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943



Unaccounted for in 1943

This is a typed nominal roll of men who were
Q unaccounted for in 1943. The entry for Walter reads
that he is still a prisoner of war overseas. This looks to
2 be the typed version using the list above, with
4534555 WILKINSON, B. KA Roghe Bhe =2 b merr n A 4Ton ks Servicemen Yarrow and York listed above Walter.

847572 WILLS, Hude 9 Coast Regt. RA. = Presumed D.v -

85/530/120/865(CaseP.W.)

1777919 WILSON, J.W. 35 LAK Regts RAe = M.l 5 v /S 2 e e [
s 11 WILSON, N. 6 HAA Regte RA: = 08.70 oo wi™on & o 47 Prisoners Of War 1715-1945
1681704 ‘: . I3 3 HAA Regts RA. - M. Learn about this record set

“o _164’“ WILTON , ;.0. H.Q.Fixad Defences = 0S." =~ °

" s
8278381 WOLLIAS, F. 9 Const Regte. RA. - M.' -

First name(s) WE
Last name Young

- Year 1943
1546111 VILLIAMS, W.C.J. 35 Lii Regte RA, = K.

q - . Service number 1483240

o 43749749 WDEENTY, Vo ih 1 Ind HAA Regte =Me' & = cinfh 5.5 ud Rank Lance Sergeant
172945  Lisut. WINDOWS M.B, 6 HAA Regte RA. = 0S.7 « ~ - b S Regiment

1477522 Gnree— WINTERTAWG® - O8-BmA-Regti-RAv—e-No-trmos ? Ship name 35 Laa Regt Ra

C f impri
11000412 Gnre  WOOD, H. 7 Coast Regte RAs = Mo? & o ° yerime

Ship or corps 35LAA Regt RA
1470575 Gare  WOODFORD, L. HeQ. Pixed Defences - No *

Prison camp or ship

Lieut. WOODS, W.T. 16 Def+ Regte RAs = 08." " © S Conflict World War 2

e O

2/Ldeuts WOODHEAD, R.M. 2 HAA HES RA. = OS Hong Konge . =~ u- S The National Archives

) eﬁ“ Gax WEADD x - (I HAA k’" Bhe—va-Ti, Lo oA b Archive reference WO 361/773

Selomon Islands: unaccounted for prisoners of war, whe embarked at Singapore, 18

1787274 Gnr.  YARROW, B._ 7 Coast REM T RA. = M.7 & » ' ' D AN October 1942, and ...

L) /
“0V5 0 ml@ Wd;-. Yom’ H.A. 6 BAA Regt. RA. = Presumed D.ov oo 00 A Record set Prisoners Of War 1715-1945

1483240 Vsst' YOG, T.E 55 LaA B‘ato RA Sti11 P/' 0s Category Military, armed forces & conflict
» e - - .

YV 'O « .y . y Subcategory Regimental & Service Records

Collections from Great Britain, UK None
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Walter’s family mourn

This picture was taken after the family had been informed
that Walter was missing presumed dead. The picture is taken
in the garden of 33 High St Blackwood, Bedwellty, Wales,
home of Mary Ann, Walter's mother (centre). Walter's father
had died in 1935.

Trevor remembers the moment Doris received the news at
home in Spencer Cresent. Her mother Lily came to their
house (she was told first given Walter had given her address)
with two uniformed army officials. Morris ran up the garden
and could not speak. Trevor tried to comfort his mum.

Morris, aged 10, Ken 7, Doris 32 and Trevor 8 years, had

visited to mourn the news with Mary Ann around 19437 There
would also have been a memorial service.
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Prisoners of War posted as missing

This is an extract from a ‘List A’ of prisoners of war posted as missing.
The document transcription reads: Prisoners of war, Far East: Ballale
Island (Shortland Group, off New Guinea; investigation after 432
Royal Artillery bodies were found by Australian troops, lined with
disappearance of Japanese ship transporting prisoners of war from

New Britain, early March 1943, interrogation of the Japanese.
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Death Index Card

Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943

This is the Japanese index card of allied
Prisoners of War. It confirms the place of death as
NEI - Netherlands East Indies. Walter died
around 43 days after the ship he was on was
sunk off the coast of Bougainville.
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Prisoner of War now presumed dead

The typed nominal roll of previously reported prisoners of war now presumed dead with confirmed date of death.
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Nominal Roll missing presumed dead
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Walter Ernest Young 1908 - 1943

Walter Ernest Young In Memory Of
1908 ~ 1943 Lance Serjeant
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War Widow's pension

Doris Young, war widow

Walter was officially pronounced dead as of the date 5 March 1943.
Walter and Doris had been married 11 years and Doris was 33 years
old with 3 sons to bring up.

In 1946, Doris was granted a widow’s pension payable from the
following September. It consisted of a pension of £1 and 16 shillings
and another £1 and 13 shillings for the children per week. This would
be £125 in total in today’s money.

Note it stated that if Doris were ever to remarry she would cease to be
eligible for a widow’s pension.
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