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CONFIRMATION OF SCOPING HEARING 
 

1. Proof of Newspaper Notice(s) – Legal and Display Ads 

a. Affidavit of Publication of Legal Notice:  

April 29, 2022 (34 days before scoping hearing) in the Star Ledger 

April 29, 2022 (34 days before scoping hearing) in the Jersey Journal  

b. Affidavits of Publication of Display Ads:  

May 18, 2022 (15 days before scoping hearing) in the Star Ledger 

May 18, 2022 (15 days before scoping hearing) in the Jersey Journal 

2. City of Hoboken Scoping Hearing Notice Web Posting (as of April 22, 2022, 41 days 

before hearing) 

3. Sample Scoping Hearing Letter to governing body, local planning board(s), environmental 

commission(s) and open space, advisory committee(s) of the municipality(ies) in which 

the parkland is located, the county, etc. & Mailing Address List 

4. Sample Certified Scoping Hearing Letter to Property Owners & Mailing Address List 

(City of Hoboken and the Township of Weehawken Tax Assessor Lists of owners of 

property within 200 feet of Block 11, Lot 1 and 2 in the Township of Weehawken; Block 

256, Lot 1.01; Block 265, Lot 1; Block 267, Lot 1; Block 269.04, Lot 1 in the City of 

Hoboken) 

5. Proof of Signs Posted on Site (photograph of two installed signs taken on April 27, 

2022, 36 days before scoping hearing)  

6. Copy of the Transcript of the Scoping Hearing 

7. Summary of Public Comments during the Scoping Hearing 

8. Summary of Public Comments submitted during the Comment Period  
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ITEM 1 

Proof of Newspaper Notice(s) – Legal and Display Ads  

• Affidavit of Publication of Legal Notice:   

April 29, 2022 (34 days before scoping hearing) in the Star Ledger  

April 29, 2022 (34 days before scoping hearing) in the Jersey Journal   

• Affidavits of Publication of Display Ads:   

May 18, 2022 (15 days before scoping hearing) in the Star Ledger  

May 18, 2022 (15 days before scoping hearing) in the Jersey Journal  
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ITEM 2 

City of Hoboken Scoping Hearing Notice Web Posting (as of April 22, 2022, 41 days before 

hearing)  
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ITEM 3  

Sample Scoping Hearing Letter to governing body, local planning board(s), environmental 

commission(s) and open space, advisory committee(s) of the municipality(ies) in which the 

parkland is located, the county, etc. & Mailing Address List  

 



RAVINDER S. BHALLA
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE tsUSINESS ADMINISTR.ATOR
CITY HALL

94 WASHINGTON STREET
HOBOKEN, NEWJERSEY 07030 JASONR.FREEMAN

{ZAD 42A-2000 bX1.. ttOO BUSINESS ADMINISTRAT.R

CAIEB STRATTON,AICP
ASSISTANT BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

April20,2022

Ms. Maude Snyder
Hudson County Compliance Officer
NJ DEP Green Acres Program
Office of Transactions and Public Land Administration
401 East State Street
P.O. Box 420Mail Code 401-078
Trenton, NJ 08625

Re: Hudson Tunnel Project
City of Hoboken's 1600 Park (Block 256,Lot 1.01 in the City of Hoboken; Block 11, Lots 1

and 2 in the Township of Weehawken)
City of Hoboken's Harborside Park (Block 265,Lot 1; Block 267,Lot 1; and Block 269.04,
Lot 1 in the City of Hoboken)
City of Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Notice of Green Acres Scoping Hearing

Dear Ms. Snyder,

This letter is to provide you with written notification that the City of Hoboken, located at 94 Washington
Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, has contacted the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) Green Acres Program, proposing the permanent underground diversion of approximately 0.426
acres of parkland in the City of Hoboken's 1600 Park (Block 256,Lot l.0l in the City of Hoboken; Block
l l, Lots I and2 in the Township of Weehawken) and approximately 2.986 acres of parkland in the City of
Hoboken's Harborside Park (also referred to as Cove Park located on Block 265,Lot l; Block 267,Lot l;
Block 269.04, Lot l) for permanent subsurface easements totaling approximately 3.412 acres for the
Hudson Tunnel Project.

No surface work will be undertaken at these parks. However, construction activities will occur in close
proximity to both parks. Given that the parks are used for active recreation, which is generally not noise
sensitive, and the relatively short duration of the construction activity, noise will not be an adverse impact.
Tunneling activities will be approximately 90 feet below the surface in this area. While minor vibration
from the tunnel boring machine may be discernible for a few days as the tunnel boring machine passes these
parks, this would not be disruptive.

The proposed diversions would allow for the construction and operation of the Hudson Tunnel Project. NJ
TRANSIT is the public transportation operator that will utilize the Hudson Tunnel Project and is managing
the property acquisitions and regulatory permits in the State of New Jersey. Amtrak is the intercity rail
transportation operator that will utilize the Hudson Tunnel Project and will be responsible for dispatching
trains through the Hudson Tunnel Project, as part of Amtrak's Northeast Conidor. The purpose of the
Hudson Tunnel Project is to preserve the current functionality of Amtrak's Northeast Corridor (NEC)
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service and NJ TRANSIT's commuter rail service between New Jersey and Pennsylvania Station New York
(PSNY) by repairing the deteriorating North River Tunnel; and to strengthen the NEC's resiliency to
support reliable service by providing redundant capability under the Hudson River for Amtrak and NJ
TRANSIT NEC trains between New Jersey and the existing PSNY. These improvements must be achieved
while maintaining uninterrupted commuter and intercity rail service and by optimizing the use of existing
infrastructure.

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:36-26.8(a), a scoping hearing to obtain public comment on this request will be held
viaZoom Webinar on:
Thursday, June 2,2022 at7 PJs4.

All interested persons may attend and be heard at the virtual hearing. A web link and call-in number for the
Zoom Webinar can be found on the City of Hoboken's website: https://www.hobokennj.gov/events

In addition to oral comments presented during the scoping hearing, written comments may be submitted to
the agencies listed below. Written comments should be submitted to the Cify of Hoboken with a copy to
the NJDEP Green Acres Program at the following addresses. Emailed comments are prefened.

Cathleen Wolf
City of Hoboken
Department of Community Development
94 Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Hoboken, NJ 07030
cwolf@hobokennj.gov

NJ Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Transactions and Public Land
Administration
401 East State Street
P.O. Box 420
Mail Code 401-07B
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
Attention: Hudson County Compliance Officer
Maude. Snyder@dep.nj. gov

Public comment on this diversion request will be accepted during the scoping hearing and until Thursday,
June 16, 2022 which is two weeks after the scoping hearing.

Si necesita una traducci6n, por favor comuniquese con cwolf@hobokenr{.gov .

Sincerely,

Fazzmatt

Jason Freeman

Business Administrator



Hudson Tunnel - Green Acres Public Scoping Hearing 
Stakeholders who Received Letters

Salutation Name Title Organization Address 1 Address 2

Ms. Maude Snyder Hudson County Compliance Officer NJ DEP Green Acres Program

NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection
Office of Transactions and Public Land 
Administration 

401 East State Street
P.O. Box 420
Mail Code 401-07B 
Trenton, NJ 08625

Mr. Sean Thompson Director of the NJ Council on Affordable Housing NJ Council on Affordable Housing 101 South Broad Street
PO Box 813 Trenton, NJ 
08625

Mr. Ravinder S. Bhalla Mayor of Hoboken Hoboken City Government Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Ms. Casey Wolf Planner
Hoboken City Department of 
Community Development Hoboken City Hall

94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Christopher Brown Director of Community Development
Hoboken City Department of 
Community Development Hoboken City Hall

94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Ms. Patricia Carcone Planning Board Secretary
Hoboken City Department of 
Community Development Hoboken City Hall

94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Michael Russo City Council President, 3rd Ward Council person Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Ms. Emily Jabbour City Council Vice President, Councilwoman-at-Large Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. James Doyle Councilman-at-Large Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Joe Quintero Councilman-at-Large Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Michael DeFusco 1st Ward Councilman Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Ms. Tiffanie Fisher 2nd Ward Councilwoman Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Ruben Ramos Jr. 4th Ward Councilman Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Phil Cohen 5th Ward Councilman Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Ms. Jennifer Giattino 6th Ward Councilwoman Hoboken City Council Hoboken City Hall
94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Ed Miller Recreation Superintendent City of Hoboken Recreation Division Recreation Division

124 Grand St. 
2nd Fl.  Hoboken, NJ 
07030

Ms. Jennifer Gonzalez Director of Environmental Services
City of Hoboken Department of 
Environmental Services Hoboken City Hall

94 Washington St. 
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Mr. Richard Turner Mayor of the Township of Weehawken Weehawken Township Government Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086

Ms. Rosemary Lavagnino Deputy Mayor, 2nd Ward Councilwoman Weehawken Township Government Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086

Ms. Carmela Silvestri-Ehre1st Ward Councilwoman Weehawken Township Council Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086



Mr. Robert Sosa 3rd Ward Councilman Weehawken Township Council Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086

Mr. David Curtis Councilman at Large Weehawken Township Council Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086

Mr. Giovanni Ahmad Township Manager Weehawken Township Administration Weehawken Town Hall 
400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086

Ms. Janine Baez Secretary Weehawken Township Planning Board
Weehawken Town Hall - Planning Board 
Office

400 Park Ave. 
Weehawken, NJ 07086
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ITEM 4  

Sample Certified Scoping Hearing Letter to Property Owners & Mailing Address List (City of 

Hoboken and the Township of Weehawken Tax Assessor Lists of owners of property within 200 

feet of Block 11, Lot 1 and 2 in the Township of Weehawken; Block 256, Lot 1.01; Block 265, 

Lot 1; Block 267, Lot 1; Block 269.04, Lot 1 in the City of Hoboken)  

 



RAVINDERS. BHALLA
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE tsUSINESS ADMIINISTRATOR
CITY HALL

g4WASHINGTON STREET
HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 07030 JASoN R. FREEMAN

(201) +20-2A00 bX1.. ttOO BUSINESS ADMINISTRAT'R

CALEB STRATTON, AICP
ASSISTANT BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

April20,2022

1600 Park Avenue, LLC
7l Grand St
Hoboken, NJ 07030
Re: 1600 ParkAvenue
Block I l, Lot 3

Re: Hudson Tunnel Project
City of Hoboken's 1600 Park (Block 256,Lot 1.01 in the City of Hoboken; Block 11, Lots I
and 2 in the Township of Weehawken)
City of Hoboken's Harborside Park (Block 265,Lot 1; Block 267,Lot 1; and Block 269.04,
Lot I in the City of Hoboken)
City of Hoboken, Hudson County, NJ
Notice of Green Acres Scoping Hearing
CERTIFIED MAIL

Dear Adjacent Property Owner,

This letter is to provide you with written notification that the City of Hoboken, located at 94 Washington
Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, has contacted the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) Green Acres Program, proposing the permanent underground diversion of approximately 0.426
acres of parkland in the City of Hoboken's 1600 Park (Block 256, Lot 1 .01 in the City of Hoboken; Block
I l, Lots I and2 in the Township of Weehawken) and approximately 2.986 acres of parkland in the City of
Hoboken's Harborside Park (also referred to as Cove Park located on Block 265,Lot l; Block 267,Lot l;
Block 269.04, Lot 1) for permanent subsurface easements totaling approximately 3.412 acres for the
Hudson Tunnel Project.

No surface work will be undertaken at these parks. However, construction activities will occur in close
proximity to both parks. Given that the parks are used for active recreation, which is generally not noise
sensitive, and the relatively short duration of the construction activity, noise will not be an adverse impact.
Tunneling activities will be approximately 90 feet below the surface in this area. While minor vibration
from the tunnel boring machine may be discernible for a few days as the tunnel boring machine passes these
parks, this would not be disruptive.

The proposed diversions would allow for the construction and operation of the Hudson Tunnel Project. NJ
TRANSIT is the public transportation operator that will utilize the Hudson Tunnel Project and is managing
the property acquisitions and regulatory permits in the State of New Jersey. Amtrak is the intercity rail
transportation operator that will utilize the Hudson Tunnel Project and will be responsible for dispatching
trains through the Hudson Tunnel Project, as part of Amtrak's Northeast Corridor. The purpose of the
Hudson Tunnel Project is to preserve the current functionality of Amtrak's Northeast Corridor (NEC)
service and NJ TRANSIT's commuter rail service between New Jersey and Pennsylvania Station New York
(PSNY) by repairing the deteriorating North River Tunnel; and to strengthen the NEC's resiliency to
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support reliable service by providing redundant capability under the Hudson River for Amtrak and NJ
TRANSIT NEC trains between New Jersey and the existing PSNY. These improvements must be achieved
while maintaining unintemrpted commuter and intercity rail service and by optimizing the use of existing
infrastructure.

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:36-26.8(a), a scoping hearing to obtain public comment on this request will be held
viaZoom Webinar on: Thursdayn June 2,2022 at 7 P.M.

All interested persons may attend and be heard at the virtual hearing. A web link and call-in number for the
Zoom Webinar can be found on the City of Hoboken's website: https://www.hobokennj.gov/events

In addition to oral comments presented during the scoping hearing, written comments may be submitted to
the agencies listed below. Written comments should be submitted to the City of Hoboken with a copy to
the NJDEP Green Acres Program at the following addresses. Emailed comments are preferred.

Cathleen Wolf
City of Hoboken
Department of Community Development
94 Washington Street,2nd Floor
Hoboken, NJ 07030
cwolf@hobokerurj.gov

NJ Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Transactions and Public Land
Administration
401 East State Street
P.O. Box 420
Mail Code 401-078
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420
Attention: Hudson County Compliance Officer
Maude. Snyder@dep.nieov

Public comment on this diversion request will be accepted during the scoping hearing and until Thursday,
June 16, 2022,which is two weeks after the scoping hearing.

Si necesita una traducci6n, por favor comuniquese con cwolf@hobokennj.eov.

Sincerely,

Q** Faznnaz.
4*onFreeman

Business Administrator
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Hudson Tunnel - Green Acres Process
Property Owners Who Received Letters

Block & Lots Company Address 1 Address 2 City State Postal Code Property Location(s)

Block 11, Lot 3
1600 Park Avenue, LLC

71 Grand St Hoboken NJ 07030 1600 Park Avenue

Block 11, Lot 4
NYCRR NJ Junction Park 

Avenue Weehawken NJ 07086
NJ Junction Park Avenue

Block 11, Lot 5
Rock Eagle Properties LLC

115 River Rd Edgewater NJ 07020 1700 Park Avenue
Block 125, Lot 7; Block 125, Lot 8; Block 125, Lot 9; 
Block 125, Lot 10; Block 133, Lot 5; Block 133, Lot 9; 
Block 133, Lot 10; Block 133, Lot 11; Block 133, Lot 12; 
Block 133, Lot 13; Block 133, Lot 14; Block 133, Lot 15; 
Block 133, Lot 16; Block 133, Lot 17; Block 134, Lot 1; 
Block 134, Lot 2; Block 134, Lot 3.01; Block 134, Lot 
3.02 Park Willow LLC % J Carlomagno

1221 Avenue of the 
Americas #17F New York NY 10020

1413-1425 Willow Ave; 1427-1429 Willow Ave; 
1428-30 Park Ave; 1500 Park Ave; 1501 Willow 
Ave; 1506-1514 Park Ave; 1512-1522 Willow 
Ave; 1524-1530 Willow Ave; 1516-1532 Park 
Ave

Block 126, Lot 3.01 BIT Investment 61 LLC % PNC Bank 1 East Pratt St 5FL E Baltimore MD 21202 1450 Garden St
Block 126, Lot 5; Block 256, Lot 1.01; Block 264.02, Lot 
1; Block 269.04, Lot 1 The City of Hoboken

City Hall
94 Washington St Hoboken NJ 07030

North of 14th St; 1601 Willow Ave; 1501 
Shipyard Lane; 1501 Park Ave

Block 141, Lot 1; Block 141, Lot 2; Block 141, Lot 3; 
Block 141, Lot 28; Block 141, Lot 29; Block 141, Lot 30 Century Case Goods Co Inc 200 Lexington Ave #1215 New York NY 10016 1601-05 Clinton St
Block 141, Lot 12.01 PSE&G Company 80 Park Plaza Newark NJ 07102 1623 Clinton St
Block 141, Lot 23; Block 141, Lot 24 Willow Investments LLC 500 16th St Hoboken NJ 07030 1612 Willow Ave
Block 141, Lot 4; Block 141, Lot 5; Block 141, Lot 6; 
Block 141, Lot 7; Block 141, Lot 8; Block 141, Lot 9; 
Block 141, Lot 10; Block 141, Lot 11; Block 141, Lot 20; 
Block 141, Lot 21; Block 141, Lot 22; Block 141, Lot 25; 
Block 141, Lot 26; Block 141, Lot 27 Extra Space Properties 127 LLC PO Box 71870 Salt Lake City UT 84171 1607-21 Clinton St
Block 146, Lot 1; Block 146, Lot 1.01 NJ Transit Corp % RE Office 1 Penn Plaza East 7th FL Newark NJ 07105 17th & 18th Clinton St; Clinton & 17th St
Block 146, Lot 2 Willow Ave Enterprises LLC 63 Bebe St Staten Island NY 10301 1714-16 Willow Ave

Block 146, Lot 3 Mansonia LLC 29 Forest Farm Dr Box 308 Roxbury CT 06783 1718 Willow Ave
Block 146, Lot 4 PSE&G Corporate Partners 80 Park Plaza 6th FL Newark NJ 07102 1700 Willow Ave

Block 146, Lot 4.01; Block 11, Lot 6 Hartz Mountain Ind Inc 400 Plaza Dr POB 1411 Secaucus NJ 07094 NS 17th St & Willow; NJ Junction Park Avenue
Block 255, Lot 4.03 Indigo Infra Hoboken, LLC 3 Copley Place #3202 Boston MA 02116 1406 Bloomfield/151 15th
Block 265, Lot 1; Block 264, Lot 2; Block 266, Lot 1; 
Block 267, Lot 1 Mayor & Council

City of Hoboken
94 Washington St Hoboken NJ 07030 East of Park Ave; 16th St Pier; North of 14th St

Block 268.01, Lot 1 Taylor Management Company c/o James LaBudde 1500 Garden St Hoboken NJ 07030 1501 Garden/1500 Bloomfield
Block 268.01, Lot 1 1501 Garden/1500 Bloom Condo Association 1501 Garden St Hoboken NJ 07030 1501 Garden/1500 Bloomfield
Block 268.01, Lot 2 Taylor Management Company c/o Chris Cartagena 1500 Washington St Hoboken NJ 07030 1500 Washington St
Block 268.01, Lot 2 1500 Washington Street Condo Association 1500 Washington St Hoboken NJ 07030 1500 Washington St
Block 268.01, Lot 3 Taylor Management Company c/o Chris Cartagena 1500 Hudson St Hoboken NJ 07030 1500 Hudson St
Block 268.01, Lot 3 1500 Hudson Street Condo Association 1500 Hudson St Hoboken NJ 07030 1500 Hudson St

Block 268.01, Lot 4 Hoboken Cover LLC C/O Toll Brothers
95 Christopher 
Columbus Dr Floor 12A Jersey City NJ 07302 1501 Hudson St

Block 34.03, Lot 2.05
River PW Hotel Limited Partnership

400 Plaza Dr Secaucus NJ 07094 200 Harbor Boulevard

N/A - Utility
North Hudson Sewer Authority
Attn: Corporate Secretary 1600 Adams St Hoboken NJ 07030 N/A - Utility

N/A - Utility
Public Service Electric & Gas
Attn: Corporate Secretary 80 Park Plaza Newark NJ 07101 N/A - Utility

N/A - Utility Riverview Cablevision 4007 Park Ave Union City NJ 07087 N/A - Utility



N/A - Utility
United Water Company 
Attn: Corporate Secretary 220 Old Hook Rd

Harrington 
Park NJ 07630 N/A - Utility

N/A - Utility
Verizon
Attn: Corporate Secretary 540 Broad St Newark NJ 07101 N/A - Utility
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Proceedings 1 

THE MODERATOR: So hi all, welcome to the Hudson Tunnel Project Green Acres 2 

public scoping hearing. We are going to give everyone a couple of minutes to 3 

join, and then we will go ahead and get started. 4 

Okay, so maybe I'll just give it one more minute and then we will go ahead and 5 

get started. 6 

Okay, good evening, everyone, and welcome to the Hudson Tunnel Project 7 

Green Acres public scoping hearing. This hearing is being conducted pursuant 8 

to New Jersey Administrative Code Title 7, Chapter 36, Section 26.8 for major 9 

disposals or diversions of parkland. 10 

Before we begin tonight's presentation, I'd like to acknowledge members of 11 

the project team who are present tonight. From the City of Hoboken, who is 12 

the applicant for the Green Acres process, we have Casey Wolf, Department of 13 

Community Development. We also have representatives from Amtrak, New 14 

Jersey Transit, and the Gateway Development Commission for the Hudson 15 

Tunnel Project. I’m Julianne Yee from The Calladium Group, a consultant to 16 

the Hudson Tunnel Project sponsors, and I will be serving as moderator this 17 

evening.  18 

First, I will go over a few administrative items. Due to the ongoing COVID 19 

pandemic, we are conducting this meeting virtually via Zoom. Closed 20 

captioning is available, and you will be able to turn on or enlarge the 21 

captions at the bottom of your screen.  22 

Please also note that this meeting is being recorded. Please be aware that all 23 

members of the public will be muted during the presentation. Participants 24 

wishing to speak on the record tonight may do so during the public comment 25 

period after the presentation. If you wish to speak, please use the raise hand 26 

feature on Zoom or press *9 if you are joining us by telephone. When called 27 



upon, you will be unmuted. Please provide your name and affiliation so we 1 

have it for the record. Each speaker will be limited to three minutes. 2 

Please note that this will not be a live question and answer session during 3 

tonight’s hearing. All comments will be recorded and responded to in a 4 

Response-to-Comments document, which will be posted to the City of 5 

Hoboken’s website. 6 

At this time, we’ll begin our presentation about the Hudson Tunnel Project.  7 

Okay so first, we will explain the purpose of tonight’s hearing and give a brief 8 

overview of the Green Acres Program. We will then describe the Hudson Tunnel 9 

Project, its benefits, the alternatives analysis conducted, the proposed 10 

diversions required, proposed compensation, and how you can comment.  11 

The purpose of tonight’s hearing is to accept public comment on the proposed 12 

major diversions and the considered alternatives.  13 

As we will discuss in more detail later in this presentation, the Hudson 14 

Tunnel Project requires the proposed major diversions of Green Acres 15 

property to provide Subsurface (or underground) Easements measuring: 0.426 16 

acres in the City of Hoboken’s 1600 Park and 2.986 acres in the City of 17 

Hoboken’s Harborside Park (also referred to as Cove Park).  18 

No surface work will be undertaken at either of these parks (tunneling 19 

activities will be about 90 feet below the surface in this area) 20 

The Green Acres Program was created in 1961 to meet New Jersey’s growing 21 

recreation and conservation needs. The Green Acres Program is administered 22 

by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and contains the 23 

procedures for the diversion of lands to a use other than recreation and 24 

conservation.  25 



This slide illustrates the Green Acres approval process. This scoping hearing 1 

is just one of the steps before final review of the proposed diversion areas. 2 

There will be additional opportunities for comment as the process advances. 3 

The Hudson Tunnel Project will repair the existing North River Tunnel, which 4 

was damaged during Superstorm Sandy in 2012. Additionally, the Project will 5 

involve the construction of a second tunnel to provide reliable, resilient, 6 

and redundant capability under the Hudson River for Amtrak and New Jersey 7 

Transit trains between New Jersey and New York Penn Station. 8 

New Jersey Transit is managing the property acquisitions and regulatory 9 

permits in the State of New Jersey for the Hudson Tunnel Project. New Jersey 10 

Transit will be the tunnel's public transportation operator. 11 

Amtrak is the tunnel’s intercity rail transportation operator and is 12 

responsible for dispatching trains through the Hudson Tunnel Project, as 13 

part of Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor. 14 

In May 2021, the Federal Railroad Administration issued the Final 15 

Environmental Impact Statement and, jointly with the Federal Transit 16 

Administration, the Record of Decision for the Hudson Tunnel Project. 17 

The existing North River Tunnel is located along Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor 18 

underneath the Hudson River between the west side of Manhattan and the 19 

Hudson River Walkway in Hudson County, New Jersey. The North River Tunnel 20 

consists of two separate tubes, each accommodate a single track. 21 

The existing North River Tunnel is a critical asset along the Northeast 22 

Corridor and is used by both Amtrak and NJ TRANSIT trains traveling between 23 

New Jersey and Penn Station in New York. The Northeast Corridor is the most 24 

heavily used passenger rail line in the United States, and prior to COVID, 25 

nearly 500 trains used the tunnel on a typical weekday. 26 



While both tubes of the existing tunnel were inundated during Superstorm 1 

Sandy, the existing rail tunnel is still safe for use. However, the tunnel is in 2 

need of ongoing and emergency maintenance. Long-term, the storm damage 3 

can only be addressed through a comprehensive reconstruction of the 4 

existing tunnel. 5 

The Hudson Tunnel Project will preserve the current functionality of 6 

Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor service and New Jersey Transit’s commuter rail 7 

service between New Jersey and Penn Station New York by repairing the 8 

deteriorating North River Tunnel. 9 

By constructing a second tunnel, the Project will strengthen the Northeast 10 

Corridor’s resiliency to support reliable service. The second tunnel will 11 

provide redundant capability underneath the Hudson River for Amtrak and 12 

New Jersey Transit trains between New Jersey and Penn Station New York. 13 

The Project will support local government and transit agency goals to 14 

promote alternative and sustainable modes of transportation by improving 15 

the resiliency of the Northeast Corridor. 16 

These improvements will be achieved while maintaining uninterrupted 17 

commuter and intercity rail service and by optimizing the use of existing 18 

infrastructure. 19 

As described earlier, an Environmental Impact Statement was completed for 20 

the project. 21 

Alternatives had to meet the following requirements: They must be located 22 

immediately adjacent to the existing Northeast Corridor; Must use existing 23 

Amtrak right-of-way where possible; Must connect to the Northeast 24 

Corridor as close as possible to the tunnel portal while providing switches 25 

between tracks for operational flexibility; And, the vertical ventilation 26 

shaft must be directly connected to the tunnel east of the Palisades, in an 27 

area where few undeveloped properties exist. 28 



All four alignment options would reach the Manhattan shoreline of the 1 

Hudson River at the same point, but reach New Jersey at different locations 2 

south of the existing North River Tunnel. 3 

This map shows the alignment of the four alternative options studied as part 4 

of the EIS. Under Option 1, the alignment studied was close to the existing 5 

North River Tunnel, with the ventilation shaft site on a portion of an office 6 

building’s parking lot near the Lincoln Tunnel Helix in Weehawken, New 7 

Jersey. Under Option 2, the alignment studied was just south of Option 1, with 8 

a shaft site on a property occupied by a commercial office building north of 9 

19th Street near JFK Boulevard in Weehawken, New Jersey. Under Option 3, the 10 

alignment studied was south of Option 2, with a shaft site south of 19th Street 11 

near the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail in Weehawken. Option 4 is south of Option 12 

3, with a shaft site south of 18th Street in Hoboken, New Jersey.  13 

The ventilation shafts labeled on this map would operate passively except 14 

for emergency situations. The new tunnel would not result in any significant 15 

new or additional sources of air emissions relative to those associated with 16 

the current North River Tunnel. 17 

After assessing each of the four alignment options for the EIS, it was 18 

determined that: Option 1’s construction staging site would displace NJ 19 

TRANSIT Weehawken bus parking, disrupting trans-Hudson bus operation 20 

serving the Port Authority Bus Terminal. This option’s proposed ventilation 21 

shaft would also conflict with the future Lincoln Tunnel Helix 22 

reconstruction. Due to these reasons and the substantial property 23 

acquisitions required, this option did not undergo further consideration. 24 

Option 2 would also require substantial property acquisition, including that 25 

of an occupied multi-story office building. For these reasons, this option 26 

did not undergo further consideration. Option 3’s ventilation shaft would 27 

conflict with a new residential development at 800 Harbor Boulevard, and due 28 



to the need for substantial property acquisition, this option did not undergo 1 

further consideration. 2 

It was ultimately determined that Alignment Option 4 was the Preferred 3 

Alternative as it best met the Project goals and objectives. This option would 4 

have: the least impact related to displacement of residents and businesses, 5 

minimal impacts to existing transit and other transportation services, and 6 

the least potential for delays because property acquisition, investigation, 7 

and remediation were already conducted for an earlier project. 8 

FRA selected the Preferred Alternative as the Selected Alternative for the 9 

Hudson Tunnel Project based on a thorough and careful consideration of the 10 

potential short-term and long-term benefits and impacts, mitigation of 11 

those impacts, and public and agency comments. 12 

The Green Acres Properties that are a subject of tonight’s discussion are 13 

pointed out in the green box to the right. 14 

As owner of the Green Acres encumbered parcels, the City of Hoboken is the 15 

applicant for the Green Acres process. The proposed diversions are required 16 

for the construction, maintenance, and operation of the new Hudson River 17 

Tunnel. The top of the tunnel structure would be permanently located 18 

approximately 90 feet underneath the surface-level parkland (as seen in the 19 

diagram to the right). The Subsurface Easements would allow for the creation 20 

of new railroad right-of-way and would be used for railroad related 21 

purposes. 22 

The Project requires proposed major diversions of Green Acres property to 23 

provide Subsurface Easements measuring approximately 0.24 acres in the City 24 

of Hoboken’s 1600 Park and approximately 2.98 acres in the City of Hoboken’s 25 

Harborside Park. Despite 1600 Park being partially located in the Township of 26 

Weehawken, the parkland is owned by the City of Hoboken and on Hoboken’s 27 

Recreation and Open Space Inventory. 28 



The diversions would be approximately 90 feet below surface and would not 1 

affect any existing surface-level uses or amenities in either of the 2 

parklands. The public would maintain access to and use of the parkland. 3 

Redevelopment plans of Harborside Park, including changes to the foundation 4 

or construction of a swimming pool, would not be impacted by the diversions. 5 

Construction activities would occur in close proximity to both parks. So 6 

given that the parks are used for active recreation, which is generally not 7 

noise sensitive, and the relatively short duration of the construction 8 

activity, noise will not be an adverse impact. Tunneling activities will be 9 

approximately 90 feet below the surface in this area. While minor vibration 10 

from the tunnel boring machine may be discernible for a few days as the 11 

tunnel boring machine passes underneath these parks, this would not be 12 

disruptive and will cause no damage to the parklands. As a result, there would 13 

not be adverse impacts to park users. 14 

Here is a map showing the diversion areas and their location in relation to 15 

1600 Park and Harborside Park. Again, the diversions will be entirely 16 

subsurface. For 1600 Park, the Hudson Tunnel Project requires a diversion 17 

area of approximately 0.426 acres. For Harborside Park, the Hudson Tunnel 18 

Project requires a diversion area of approximately 2.986 acres. 19 

Both 1600 Park and Harborside Park received Green Acres funding through 20 

Garden State Preservation Trust bonds. Compensation can be provided by 21 

offering replacement land, monetary compensation for replacement land, or 22 

a combination of both. After coordination with the City of Hoboken, it was 23 

determined that there were no suitable replacement lands within Hoboken. 24 

Therefore, the Hudson Tunnel Project is required to contribute two times the 25 

appraised value of the subsurface easements underneath the parklands to the 26 

Garden State Preservation Trust. 27 

The public comment period is open until: Thursday, June 16, 2022, which is two 28 

weeks after tonight’s hearing. In addition to oral comments presented during 29 



this scoping hearing, written comments should be submitted to the agencies 1 

listed on this slide. Written comments should be submitted to the City of 2 

Hoboken, with a copy to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 3 

Protection at the following addresses: 4 

By email to cwolf@hobokennj.gov or by mail to: 5 

Cathleen Wolf 6 

City of Hoboken, Department of Community Development 7 

94 Washington Street, 2nd Floor 8 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 9 

A copy should be sent: 10 

By email to Maude.Snyder@dep.nj.gov or by mail to: 11 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Office of 12 

Transactions and Public Land Administration  13 

401 East State Street, P.O. Box 420, Mail Code 401-07B 14 

Trenton, NJ 08625 15 

Attention to the Hudson County Compliance Officer. 16 

Please note that emailed comments are preferred. We will now go over how to 17 

make a live comment this evening. 18 

Okay, so thank you for your attention. We will now begin the public comment 19 

period. As a reminder, this time is for comments only. This is not a question-20 

and-answer session. All comments will be recorded and responded to in a 21 

Response-to-Comments document, which will be posted to the City of 22 

Hoboken’s website. 23 



For those that would like to comment orally tonight, please use the raise 1 

hand feature to indicate you have a comment. If you are joining by phone, 2 

press *9 instead. 3 

I will let you know when it is your turn to speak. You will then have access to 4 

unmute yourself. If you are joining by computer, you can do so by clicking 5 

the microphone icon on your screen, if you are joining by telephone, you must 6 

unmute yourself by dialing *6. 7 

Once unmuted, please first state and spell your name and affiliation for the 8 

record before providing your comment. Each speaker will be limited to three 9 

minutes. All participants are advised that this hearing is being recorded. 10 

We will now open the floor for any oral comments. 11 

And again, you can use the raise hand feature or press *9 if you are joining by 12 

telephone. 13 

I’m not seeing any hands raised at this time. Again, if you’d like to leave a 14 

comment, please use the “raise hand” feature or press *9 if you’re joining by 15 

telephone. 16 

Again, if you would like to leave a comment you may use the “raise hand” 17 

feature or press *9 if you’re joining by telephone. 18 

Okay, I am not seeing any hands raised, so I think we will close out the 19 

meeting. Please remember that additional written comments to the City of 20 

Hoboken with a copy to NJ DEP will be accepted after this hearing until June 21 

16, 2022. Thank you and this concludes the Hudson Tunnel Project Green Acres 22 

Public Scoping Hearing. 23 

24 

25 

(Whereupon, at 7:30 P.M., the above matter was concluded.) 26 



Green Acres Program   
State House Commission Pre-application  

Local Parkland – Major Diversion  
Hudson Tunnel Project  

Appendix J  
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ITEM 7 

Summary of Public Comments during the Scoping Hearing 

• No comments were received during the Scoping Hearing.  
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ITEM 8  

Summary of Public Comments submitted during the Comment Period   

• No comments were received during the Comment Period. 
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