
Fire & Storm-Ready Checklists for  
Evacuation & Shelter-in-Place Prep 

Your Animal Emergency Action Plan (EAP) should include a 
WEATHER ALERT ROUTINE. WEATHER and EVACUATION
ALERTS mean action is needed.

Maintaining a moderate level of readiness year-round helps prevent a 
stressful and risky last-minute panic to prepare. Having a Weather 
Alert Routine and prep checklist that you review during “blue-sky” 
times, then practice when bad weather conditions are forecast, will 
reduce risks and keep everyone calmer and safer when you need to 
move quickly. You also need a Shelter-in-Place (SIP) plan for animals 
who cannot be moved, or circumstances when evacuation is not 
possible. 

This guide includes recommendations and checklists for both Animal 
Evacuation and Shelter-in-Place planning and preparedness.  

Weather Alerts vs Evacuation Alerts 
What’s the Difference? 
Weather Alerts are issued by the National Weather Service. They
help Emergency Managers, firefighters, and us, plan and prepare for 
dangerous weather. Weather alerts provide forecasts for dangerous 
conditions such as storms, heat, cold, wind, flash flood, fire weather. 

• Weather watch: Conditions are right for potentially hazardous
weather—get ready!

• Weather warning: Dangerous conditions are likely to impact
you soon—take immediate action!

• Red Flag Warning: Signals extreme fire danger.
• Purple Flag: Particularly dangerous fire conditions.
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Evacuation Alerts are urgent notifications issued by local
Emergency Services to alert residents in specific locations that they 
are in danger. 
• Evacuation Alerts vary from region to region. Be familiar with

the levels of evacuation in your region. Sign up for local
Emergency alerts. If your region utilizes pre-identified
Evacuation Zones and/or routes, know all those that are
relevant to you, your family, and your animals.

Know When to PREP and When to Go 
If you plan to evacuate with your animals, the time to get ready is 
when you are under a Weather WATCH. 

The time to make final preparations for evacuating or sheltering in 
place is when a Weather WARNING is issued. 

!! Don’t wait to evacuate!! 

READY, SET, GO! 
WEATHER ALERT ACTION ITEMS 
Get READY during calm weather times throughout the year.
Make plans, stock supplies and ready kits, build a network of 
resources, update animal health records, insurance, important 
documents, reduce hazards around your home and property, work 
with your animals to improve herd and pack leadership skills, 
behavior, and trust. 

On WEATHER WATCH Days 
(Most items apply to storm and other sever weather alerts) 
o Review your Evacuation and SIP plans
o Do a Hazard Hunt around your entire property: Home, decks, 

barn, feed storage, pastures, pens, coops (See Barn & 
Property Safety Checklist)
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o Strengthen your property and vehicles
o Check infrastructure, supplies, equipment, tools,
o Inspect vehicles, fuel up or charge
o Practice with your animals, family, neighbors, 

buddy network helpers, staff, team members
o Run a loading practice
o Clean up, reduce ladder fuels
o Clear rig staging & turnarounds
o Check access for emergency vehicles
o Refresh or replace your high-visibility address signs 

and other signage
o Verify that Emergency Responders have access 

through your gate.
o Check loading area to make sure that rigs can enter,

turn around, stage, load and leave as safely as possible
to eliminate or minimize turning and backing.

Check condition and accessibility of tools and supplies. 
o Water
o Accessible, recently inspected fire suppression equipment
o Power, generator, fuel
o Chain saw and other power tools and lube
o Work lights
o Ladders, shovels, rakes, extinguishers, hoses & nozzles

Family, Neighborhood, and Animals 
o Refresh and increase supplies needed for the predicted

conditions.
o Update family and emergency contacts.
o Do a test of your phone tree, group call or text numbers, or

other communication plan.
o Keep devices charged. Check weather radios to make sure

they’re working, follow local emergency communications.
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o Check medical and veterinary kits
o Make sure you have appropriate PPE for everyone
o Visible ID for all animals
o Animal equipment, halters, ropes
o Pet crates & supplies, leashes
o Ready kits
o Practice animal loading in crates, cars, trailers

WEATHER WARNING (Fire, wind, storm, etc.)
This is the time to be 100% ready to go or to leave with your animals, 
if possible. Although early evacuation may not always be possible, 
leaving when you receive a Weather Watch or Warning, is always 
safest and least stressful. Do not wait to evacuate. 

WEATHER WARNING: GO or SIP? 
Time to evaluate the risks and act accordingly	
o Prepare for evacuation,
o Check with destination and transport resources
o Prep animals, carriers, crates
o Prep trailers, close windows, remove bedding
o Move animals to containment areas, confine pets, add 

visible ID
o Feed and exercise according to your plan
o Ready and stage vehicles for animal loading
o Load supplies, Go-Bags and documents
o Make final prep for animal SIP (See SIP Checklist)

Severe Weather Warning (Red Flag, Flash Flood, etc.) 
Evacuation WARNING 
o Access to incoming traffic may be restricted.
o Evacuation levels can change quickly. You may not 

be allowed to return for a second or third trip.
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o Make final preparations for any animals sheltering in place. 
(See SIP CHECKLIST)

o Evacuate all animals and people immediately.
o Contact local Animal Services or Sheriff dispatch if you have 

incoming or multiple transport rigs, or need animal transport 
assistance.

Evacuation ORDER 
o There will be no access for unauthorized vehicles into the

evacuation zones.
o If you need assistance for animals inside an evacuated area

notify Animal Services or Sheriff dispatch.
o Help Responders help your animals: Post a sign or packet

of information about animals on site in a highly visible
location road.

o If Sherriff Evacuation Tags are utilized in your area, post
one with your animal info.

o Notify animal services if there are animals and/or people
sheltering in place.

Know When to Go, Evacuate, or Shelter-in-Place: 
How to decide 
Good evacuation and SIP decisions are based on risk 
assessment, conditions, and resources available. 

EVACUATE NOW – If: 
o Property is in a high-risk location for wildfire or flash flood.
o Is not defensible.
o You receive an Evacuation Alert, see smoke, or receive

a flash flood warning.
o Has poor access, 1-way in/out, lacks onsite and nearby

transport capacity for all animals.
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o Lacks area for fast, safe loading and exit.
o Reduce animal population onsite to the number

that can be transported by onsite vehicles and drivers.
o Evacuate all fragile animals first.
o Take steps to improve safety for animals

who must shelter-in-place.
o Evacuate all remaining people and pets.
o Notify Animal Services or Sherriff of animals

and humans on site.

GET READY for total or partial animal evac or SIP
Property and animals are at less risk if: 

o Property is defensible and has good infrastructure and
strong resources for emergency vehicles and Responders.

o Animal Services / Emergency Services are familiar
with the site.

o Has transport capacity on-site and staged nearby
for all animals.

o Evac routes are safe and defensible
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Animal Emergency Planning 
 SHELTER-IN-PLACE PREP &  

WEATHER WATCH ROUTINE CHECKLISTS 
Create a plan for Weather Watch and Weather Warning  

days and practice it when dangerous weather is predicted. 
If your Disaster Plan includes sheltering animals in place, include a 
designated refuge area, complete all preparations BEFORE Severe 
Weather WARNING, such as Red Flag, Flash Flood, or Winter Storm. 
Your Weather Watch Routine should reflect the types of weather 
hazard(s) relevant to your area. Depending on the location, you may 
need a plan for multiple hazards such as wildfire, flooding, severe 
storms. Most preparations apply to all circumstances. Understanding 
the local topography, weather patterns, and fire behavior help you 
make the strongest plans for animal safety. 
REFUGE AREA PREP 

c Start pre-hydrating area several days ahead of predicted 
Elevated Fire Danger weather forecasts. 

c Inspect animal refuge area for hazard tree limbs, loose metal 
roofing, loose objects that can become water or wind-borne.  

c Check fences. 
c Store feed in secure fire and water-resistant  

containers 50’ (minimum) away from animals. 
c Increase humidity in refuge area. 
c Add water troughs, top off all. 
c Secure troughs so they cannot tip over. 
c Deactivate electric gates and fences. 
c Leave gates closed and unlocked. 

EQUINE & LIVESTOCK PREP 
c Remove halters, masks, wraps, sheets. 
c Leave halters with ropes for every equine plus those needed 

for other species in fire and water-resistant container.  
c Attach visible ID to animals (mane or tail tags, neckbands, crayon or 

paint) 

Get detailed home & 
property hardening 

guidance: Cal Fire, NFPA 
Firewise USA, Ready.gov 

Local: Resource 
Conservation District,  Fire 

Marshal, Fire Agency 

August 2026 

7



SHELTER-in-PLACE PREP (Continued) 

c Braid or trim tails up to hock length. 
c Check for loose shoes and trim fetlock feathers. 
c Turn all animals out, but never loose in close 

proximity to roads.  
c Close barn and shed doors to prevent animals 

from running back in.  
c Notify Animal Services of animals sheltered on site. 

RED FLAG, FIRE WEATHER or SEVERE STORM WARNING 
ACTION ITEMS CHECKLIST 

c Keep pets confined in a secure place. 
c Move animals out of, and away from, barns. 
c Keep equines and livestock animals in catch-pens 

for quick capture and loading.  
c Close doors and gates to prevent re-entry. 
c Top off troughs. 
c Increase humidity around barns. 
c Clean up: Remove cobwebs, all flammable “stuff”—hay, 

bedding, woodpiles, trash receptacles, blankets, furniture, 
umbrellas, fabric awnings, cushions.  

c Fuel up or charge vehicles, stage all haul rigs 
for easy loading and exit.  

c Confirm destinations. 
c Confirm haul teams are ready. 
c Prep animals for hauling. 
c Review and update your loading order. 
c Move difficult and vulnerable animals first. 

 To make the strongest plan for your needs, get expert information and assistance 
relevant to your area. Many types of resources can help you. 

Animal Specialists (State-National): USDA, CDFA-C.A.R.E.S., ASPCA, FEMA,
CVET, Equine Guelph, Animal World Health, AVMA. 
(County, Regional, State): Local Univ. Co-Op Ext. Service, CART & CERT orgs,
Sheriff, Animal Care & Control, Horse Council, Farm Bureau, equestrian groups,  
Pet Rescue-Adoption orgs 
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Fire Weather Barn Quick Tips
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EVAC OR SIP? 
ASSESS THE RISKS
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Pet Disaster Preparedness 

ANIMAL  
EMERGENCY PLAN 
For Owners, Caregivers, 

and Animal Sitters 

Pet’s Name:  

Pet’s Description: 

Medical Information 

Veterinarian’s Name:  

Address:  

Email:   Phone: 

Pet Allergies:  

Special Diet Needs:  

Medication:  Dose: 

Medication:  Dose: 

**Attach copies of pet’s vaccination records and a photo of your pet to this plan** 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
Name:  Phone: 

Name:  Phone: 

EMERGENCY SHELTERING INFORMATION 
For public health reasons, many emergency shelters cannot accept pets. Identify 2 hotels/motels that 
accept pets in your area for short-term emergencies and 2 long-term pet boarding options. Long-term 
options could include boarding kennels, veterinarians, and animal shelters. 

Hotels/Motels: 

Name:   Rate: 

Address:     Phone: 

Name:   Rate: 

Address:   Phone: 

Boarding Options: 

Name:  Rate: 

Address:  Phone: 

Name:   Rate: 

Address:  Phone: 

Update your Animal Disaster Plan, Ready Kit, and emergency supplies twice a year. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

* Keep a copy with your
important records.

* Put a copy where helpers
and responders can see it.

* Give copies to animal
caregivers.

* Keep a copy electronically.

Attach current 
vaccination & vet 

records to this plan. 
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Advance Health and Final Care or Pets 
In the event of my death, or incapacity to act,  

I want the following plan for the care and safety  
of my pet(s) to be implemented. 

 
Pet’s Name Species Age  Gender 
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  
I would like my pet(s) to be: 

o Placed in an appropriate home by this rescue organization: 
 _________________________________________________________ 

o A copy of this document is on file with this organization. 
o Surrendered to the SPCA, local humane society, or pet rescue organization 

o A copy of this document is on file with this organization. 
o Euthanized, cremated, buried/remains disposed of with me, as mine. 
o Placed with family or friends, as listed below. 

o Each person named has a copy of this document. 

Name                                      Address Phone         Relationship      

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

Veterinarian Information 

Name ________________________________________ Phone__________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________ State ____ Zip___________ 

o A copy of this document, and my pet(s) records are on file with my veterinarian.  
 
Pet Owner Signature_____________________________________ Date____________ 
 
Witness_______________________________________________ Date ___________ 
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FIRE WEATHER BARN ROUTINE
Prep on Fire Weather WATCH days. 

Turn Prep into Action at start of Fire Weather WARNING 
and RED FLAG periods.

Visit Cal Fire’s “Ready, Set, Go!” web site or your local FireSafe Council or Firewise 
Community site for defensible space and property access guidance. 

Your home, barn, property, and vehicles should be wildfire-ready 
before a Fire Weather alert is issued.

This checklist is focused on your equine, large animal and pet preparations.
Confine animals where they can be caught quickly.
Stage halters, lead ropes, leashes, crates and carriers for quick access.
Make sure all animals have visible ID.
Fuel up vehicles.
Remove bedding from trailers.
Review loading priorities.
Prep trailer ties.
Load truck copy of your AEP, including animal care sheets  
and current vax & health records, (including Coggins, if needed).
Load Go-Bags and First-Aid kits for people & animals.
Load feed, water, equipment. 
Load your Personal Protection Equipment (PPE).
Stage transport rigs for a quick exit,  
and turn around without having to back up.
Check in with your helpers and destinations.
Confirm reservations. 
Review travel routes with all helpers & haulers.
Transport all top-priority animals during daylight 
and allow time to return rigs to barn before dark.

R
R
R
R
R
R
R

R
R
R
R

R
R
R

R

RED FLAG SHELTER-in-PLACE PREP
If your Evacuation Plan includes sheltering some animals in place, complete all preparations 

BEFORE Fire Weather WARNING or RED FLAG begins. More info on HALTERproject.com

SHELTER-in-PLACE CHECKLIST
Have animal refuge areas perpared in advance.
Leave extra halters & ropes stored in fire-resistant containers for every equine. 
Store feed in secure fire-resistant container 50’ (min.) away from animals.
Remove halters, masks, wraps, sheets. Check for loose shoes.
Braid or trim tails up to hock length. Trim fletlock feathers.
Increase humidity in refuge area. 
Add water troughs. Top them all off.
Secure troughs so they cannot tip over.
Leave gates closed and unlocked.

Turn all animals out, but not loose in close 
proximity to roads.
Close barn & shed doors.
Deactivate electric gates 
& fences.
Notify Animal Services of animals on site.

R

R

R

R
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R
R

R
R
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