






Executive Summary 

Japan has the most developed CBD market in the region, with many product types available, 

including vapes and edibles. However, strict regulations on formulation (products must be made 

with CBD from hemp stalks and seeds only) make it more difficult for companies to play in Japan 

and means they must be careful to ensure that the products they bring to market are compliant. 

The opening of the Thai medical cannabis and CBD market has been much heralded but is still a 

long way from stimulating the kind of green tourism that many expect to see. Medical cannabis 

production – currently limited to the Government Pharmaceutical Organization – is struggling to 

meet domestic demand, and CBD access is limited to patients with a doctor’s prescription.

The opening of medical cannabis markets in conservative countries like Thailand and South Korea 

is an encouraging sign for the region, but with access and supply currently limited, there is still 

more regulatory work to be done, along with cultural changes that will be needed to create 

widespread adoption of both cannabis and CBD. 
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