












Newbies prefer the regulated market 

Newbies are more likely than others to be occasional users, with only 17% using daily or multiple 

times per day (compared to 41% of more experienced users) and 42% using cannabis only a few 

times a month or less (compared to 23% among more experienced users). 

Following general market trends, Newbies are most likely to purchase their cannabis at private 

retail locations or dispensaries. However, they are much less likely than more experienced 

consumers to obtain cannabis through illicit or gray market sources such as from a friend or an 

informal dealer/delivery service. They are also much less likely to grow their own cannabis. 

Newbie Purchase Locations 

Private Retail/Dispensary 

Govt Liquor Store/Dispensary 

Govt Cannabis Website 

Friend 

Online Medical 22% 

38% 

36% 

33% 

30% 

Experienced User Purchase Locations 

Private Retail/Dispensary 

Friend 

Govt Liquor Store/Dispensary 

Govt Cannabis Website 

Informal Dealer/Delivery 29% 

43% 

41% 

39% 

38% 

Newbies tend to value and use more trusted, regulated formal channels, especially under 

COVID and post-vaping crisis. They are particularly drawn to formal channels due to their 

inexperience with cannabis. They may not know or trust an informal dealer, have little 

confidence in home grows, and have concerns around safety and quality. 
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