
Church Matters
Leadership



Theme: God has given elders and deacons 
to the church to lead it under the authority 
of Christ

Church Matters: Leadership



1 Timothy 3:1-13 (ESV)

1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of 
overseer, he desires a noble task. 
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband 
of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 
3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 
a lover of money. 
4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 



1 Timothy 3:1-13 (ESV)

5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God's church? 
6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed 
up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that 
he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not 
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 



1 Timothy 3:1-13 (ESV)

9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 
10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve 
as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 
11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, 
but sober-minded, faithful in all things. 



1 Timothy 3:1-13 (ESV)

12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, 
managing their children and their own households well. 
13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good 
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the 
faith that is in Christ Jesus.



I. Elders: Shepherds of the church (vs. 1-7)
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Elder (1 Peter 5): Maturity and Knowledge

Overseer (1 Timothy 3): Watching over and management

Shepherd (Ephesians 4): Care and Vigilance
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1 Timothy 3:1-13 (ESV)

1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone
aspires to the office of overseer, he 
desires a noble task. 



An Elder Must Be:

Above Reproach



“It is not likely that the people will much 
regard the doctrine of such men, when they 
see that they do not live as they preach. They 
will think that he doth not mean as he speaks, 
if he do not live as he speaks. They will hardly 
believe a man that seemeth not to believe 
himself.”

-Richard Baxter
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one-woman man”)



An Elder Must Be:

Above Reproach

The Husband of one Wife (“A 
one-woman man”)

Sober-minded

Self-Controlled

Respectable



An Elder Must Be:

Above Reproach

The Husband of one Wife (“A 
one-woman man”)

Sober-minded

Self-Controlled

Respectable

Hospitable



An Elder Must Be:

Above Reproach

The Husband of one Wife (“A 
one-woman man”)

Sober-minded

Self-Controlled

Respectable

Hospitable

Able to teach



An Elder Must Be:
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An Elder Must Be:

Above Reproach Not a drunk

The Husband of one Wife (“A 
one-woman man”)

Not violent

Sober-minded Not quarrelsome

Self-Controlled Not a lover of money

Respectable Manages his house well

Hospitable Not a novice

Able to teach Have a good outside 
reputation



I. Elders: Shepherds of the church (vs. 1-7)

II. Deacons: Servants of the church 
(vs. 8-13)
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Mark 10:45 (ESV)

“For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.”



Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV)

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ,”



I. Elders: Shepherds of the church (vs. 1-7)

II. Deacons: Servants of the church (vs. 8-13)

III. Christ: The Head of the church 
(Col. 1:17-18)
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Colossians 1:17-18 (ESV)

“He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.  And he is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead, so that in everything he might 
have the supremacy”



Ephesians 1:22-23 (ESV)

“And he put all things under his feet and 
gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all”



Philippians 2:9-11 (ESV)

“Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”



“Because of the completeness of Christ’s 
authority, the inescapability of his presence 
and the surety of his promises, we don’t have 
to be afraid of examining our weaknesses and 
failure. The gospel of his presence, power, and 
grace frees us from the burden of minimizing 
or denying reality. The gospel of his presence, 
power, and grace welcomes us to be the most 
honest community on earth.”

-Paul David Tripp




