


Nehemiah 4:1-14

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the

wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered
at the Jews.

2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the
army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing?

Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice?
Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones
out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?”



Nehemiah 4:1-14

3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said,
“Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he
will break down their stone wall!”

4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their
taunt on their own heads and give them up to be
plundered in a land where they are captives.

5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be
blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked
you to anger in the presence of the builders.



Nehemiah 4:1-14

6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined
together to half its height, for the people had a mind
to work.

7/ But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and
the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the
repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward
and that the breaches were beginning to be closed,
they were very angry.



Nehemiah 4:1-14

8 And they all plotted together to come and fight
against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it.

9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a
protection against them day and night.

10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who
bear the burdens is failing. There is too much rubble.
By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.”



Nehemiah 4:1-14

11 And our enemies said, “They will not know or see

till we come among them and kill them and stop the
work.”

12 At that time the Jews who lived near them came

from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must
return to us.”

13 So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall,

in open places, | stationed the people by their clans,
with their swords, their spears, and their bows.



Nehemiah 4:1-14

14 And | looked and arose and said to the nobles and
to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not
be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great
and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons,
vour daughters, your wives, and your homes.”



"‘REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

Theme: It is through our
remembrance and reliance on
God that we are able to
withstand the attacks of Satan




REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

|. The Tactics of the Enemy




“God’s people sometimes have difficulty working
together, but the people of the world have no
problem uniting in opposition to the work of the
Lord (Ps. 2:1-2; Acts 4:23—-30; Luke 23:12). As the
work progressed, the enemy became angry and
decided to plan a secret attack against Jerusalem.
Satan hates the Jews and has used one nation
after another to try to destroy them (see Ps. 85
and Rev. 12)...



...God chose the Jews to be His vehicle for giving
the world the knowledge of the true God, the
Scriptures, and the Savior (Rom. 9:1-5).
“Salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22), and Satan
wanted to prevent the Savior from coming into
the world. If he could destroy the nation, he
would frustrate God’s plan.”

- Warren W. Weirsbe; Nehemiah: Standing Firm in the Face of Opposition



REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

. The Tactics of the Enemy
a) Ridicule (vs. 1-3)




Nehemiah 4:1-3

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the
wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered
at the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his
brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves?
Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and
burned ones at that?”



Nehemiah 4:1-3

3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said,
“Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he
will break down their stone wall!”



REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

. The Tactics of the Enemy
a) Ridicule (vs. 1-3)
b) Division (vs. 7-8)




Nehemiah 4:7-8

7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and
the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the
repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward
and that the breaches were beginning to be closed,
they were very angry.

8 And they all plotted together to come and fight
against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it.



REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

. The Tactics of the Enemy
a) Ridicule (vs. 1-3)
b) Division (vs. 7-8)
c) Fear (vs. 10-12)




Nehemiah 4:10-12

10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who
bear the burdens is failing. There is too much rubble.
By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.”

11 And our enemies said, “They will not know or see
till we come among them and kill them and stop the
work.”

12 At that time the Jews who lived near them came
from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must
return to us.”



1 Peter 5:8

8 Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.



Ephesians 6:10-13

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm.



REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

. The Tactics of the Enemy
a) Ridicule (vs. 1-3)
b) Division (vs. 7-8)
c) Fear (vs. 10-12)

Il. The Prayers of the People




Nehemiah 4:14

And | looked and arose and said to the nobles
and to the officials and to the rest of the
people, “Do not be afraid of them.
Remember the Lord, who is great and
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your
sons, your daughters, your wives, and your
homes.”



Matthew 6:25-34

25 “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the
birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of
vou by being anxious can add a single hour to his span

of life?



Matthew 6:25-34

28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin, 29 yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do
not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’



Matthew 6:25-34

32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.

34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the
day is its own trouble.



“Anxiety is a sin also because it is a lack of
acceptance of God’s providence in our lives.
God’s providence may be simply defined as God’s
orchestrating all circumstances and events in His
universe for His glory and the good of His people.
Some believers have difficulty accepting the fact
that God does in fact orchestrate all events and
circumstances, and even those of us who do
believe it often lose sight of this glorious truth...



...Instead we tend to focus on the immediate
causes of our anxiety rather than remembering
that those immediate causes are under the
sovereignh control of God.”

- Jerry Bridges; Respectable Sins



Jeremiah 10:10-16

10 But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God
and the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes,
and the nations cannot endure his indignation.

11 Thus shall you say to them: “The gods who did not
make the heavens and the earth shall perish from the
earth and from under the heavens.”



Jeremiah 10:10-16

12 It is he who made the earth by his power, who
established the world by his wisdom, and by his
understanding stretched out the heavens.

13 When he utters his voice, there is a tumult of
waters in the heavens, and he makes the mist rise from
the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for the rain,
and he brings forth the wind from his storehouses.



Jeremiah 10:10-16

14 Every man is stupid and without knowledge; every
goldsmith is put to shame by his idols, for his images
are false, and there is no breath in them.

15 They are worthless, a work of delusion; at the time
of their punishment they shall perish.

16 Not like these is he who is the portion of Jacob, for
he is the one who formed all things, and Israel is the
tribe of his inheritance; the Lord of hosts is his name.



Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.



REMEMBERING GOD IN THE STRUGGLE NEHEMIAR

. The Tactics of the Enemy
a) Ridicule (vs. 1-3)
b) Division (vs. 7-8)
c) Fear (vs. 10-12)

Il. The Prayers of the People
lll. The Unity of the Workers




Nehemiah 4:6

6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was
joined together to half its height, for the
people had a mind to work.




James 2:26

26 For as the body apart from the spirit is
dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.






John 10:27-30

27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and
they follow me.

28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the

Father's hand.
30 | and the Father are one.



Romans 6:23

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.






