


Nehemiah 4:15-23

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us 
and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned 
to the wall, each to his work. 

16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on 
construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, 
and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the 
whole house of Judah, 



Nehemiah 4:15-23

17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried 
burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored 
on the work with one hand and held his weapon with 
the other. 

18 And each of the builders had his sword strapped at 
his side while he built. The man who sounded the 
trumpet was beside me. 



Nehemiah 4:15-23

19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to 
the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely 
spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one 
another. 

20 In the place where you hear the sound of the 
trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.”

21 So we labored at the work, and half of them held 
the spears from the break of dawn until the stars came 
out. 



Nehemiah 4:15-23

22 I also said to the people at that time, “Let every 
man and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem, 
that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor 
by day.” 

23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor 
the men of the guard who followed me, none of us 
took off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right 
hand.



Armed and ready

Theme: Christians ought to 
approach opposition in a 
direct and balanced way 
through a reliance on God



Armed and Ready

I. The Opposition of the Work



Nehemiah 4:1-3

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the 
wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered 
at the Jews. 

2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of 
the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews 
doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they 
sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive 
the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned 
ones at that?”



Nehemiah 4:1-3

3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, 
“Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he 
will break down their stone wall!”



Nehemiah 4:12

12 At that time the Jews who lived near them came 
from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must 
return to us.”



“Why did this discouragement arise from the 
royal tribe of Judah? They had David’s blood in 
their veins, and you would think they would be 
men and women of great courage. The answer is 
found in Nehemiah 6:17-19. Some people in the 
tribe of Judah were secretly cooperating with the 
enemy…



…The ties of marriage were stronger than the 
bonds of commitment to the Lord. According to 
13:15-22, some of the leaders of Judah were not 
wholly devoted to the Lord, but were more 
interested in making money. The combination of 
marriage and money divided their loyalties, and 
they became the cause of discouragement.”

- Warren W. Weirsbe



Nehemiah 4:15

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us 
and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned 
to the wall, each to his work.



Psalm 33:10-11

10 The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples.

11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever,

the plans of his heart to all generations.



Psalm 2:1-4

1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord and against his 
Anointed, saying,

3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their 
cords from us.”



Psalm 2:1-4

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.



Armed and Ready

I. The Opposition of the Work

II. The Approach to the Work



Nehemiah 4:15-18

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us 
and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned 
to the wall, each to his work. 

16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on 
construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, 
and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the 
whole house of Judah, 



Nehemiah 4:15-18

17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried 
burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored 
on the work with one hand and held his weapon with 
the other. 

18 And each of the builders had his sword strapped at 
his side while he built. The man who sounded the 
trumpet was beside me. 



Nehemiah 4:23

23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor 
the men of the guard who followed me, none of us 
took off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right 
hand.



1 Thessalonians 5:11

11 Therefore encourage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing.



Ephesians 6:11-12

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.



“Nehemiah himself made the rounds of the city 
by night, never tiring either through work or lack 
of food and sleep, neither of which he took for 
pleasure but as a necessity.”

- Josephus; Antiquities



Luke 9:23

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me.



Armed and Ready

I. The Opposition of the Work

II. The Approach to the Work

III. The Faith within the Work



Nehemiah 4:15-20

20 In the place where you hear the sound of 
the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will 
fight for us.”



Ephesians 2:1-3

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

2 in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind.



Ephesians 2:4-7

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, 

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—



Ephesians 2:4-7

6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus.



Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 

9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.




