
Experiencing True 
Freedom

John 8:31-36



John 8:31-36

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, 
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are offspring of 
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”



John 8:31-36

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; 
the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.



Theme: Genuine followers of 
Christ abide in His Word and 
have a freedom that only 
Christ offers

Experiencing True Freedom



I. The Path to Freedom (vs. 31-32)

Experiencing True Freedom



John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, 
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” 



“This section of discourse is addressed to those 
who believe, and yet do not believe. Clearly, they 
were inclined to think that what Jesus said was 
true. But they were not prepared to yield him the 
far-reaching allegiance that real trust in him 
implies. This is a most dangerous spiritual state. To 
recognize that truth is in Jesus and to do nothing 
about it means that in effect one ranges oneself 
with the enemies of the Lord”

-Leon Morris



John 8:44

44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.



John 8:59

59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but 
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.



John 6:14-15 

14 When the people saw the sign that he had 
done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is 
to come into the world!”
15 Perceiving then that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king, Jesus 
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.



John 6:66 

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer walked with him.



Luke 8:13

13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 
have no root; they believe for a while, and in time 
of testing fall away.



2 Corinthians 13:5

5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in 
the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—
unless indeed you fail to meet the test!



1 John 2:4-6

4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 
5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love 
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we 
are in him: 
6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in 
the same way in which he walked.



Galatians 5:1

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.



I. The Path to Freedom (vs. 31-32)

II. The Appearance of Freedom (vs. 33-34)
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John 8:33-34

33 They answered him, “We are offspring of 
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.



Romans 2:28-29

28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one 
outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. 
29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. 
His praise is not from man but from God.



2 Peter 2:19

19 They promise them freedom, but they 
themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever 
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.



Titus 3:3

3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, 
led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 
passing our days in malice and envy, hated by 
others and hating one another.



“It is far commoner for man never to have 
done some given evil, never to have got 
drunk, never to have stolen, or the like, than 
to have done it only once.”

-Alexander MacLaren



I. The Path to Freedom (vs. 31-32)

II. The Appearance of Freedom (vs. 33-34)

III. The Promise of Freedom (vs. 35-36)
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John 8:35-36

35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; 
the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.



Matthew 8:11-12

11 I tell you, many will come from east and west 
and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven, 
12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown 
into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”



Romans 6:16

16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness?



Romans 6:21

21 But what fruit were you getting at that time 
from the things of which you are now ashamed? 
For the end of those things is death.



Romans 6:22-23

22 But now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get 
leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Romans 8:1-2

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.



Galatians 5:1

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.




