


“The armies separated; and, it is said, 
Pyrrhus replied to one that gave him joy of 
his victory that one other such victory would 
utterly undo him. For he had lost a great part 
of the forces he brought with him, and 
almost all his particular friends and principal 
commanders; there were no others there to 
make recruits, and he found the confederates 
in Italy backward…



…On the other hand, as from a fountain 
continually flowing out of the city, the Roman 
camp was quickly and plentifully filled up 
with fresh men, not at all abating in courage 
for the loss they sustained, but even from 
their very anger gaining new force and 
resolution to go on with the war.” 

- Plutarch, Life of Pyrrhus



Nehemiah 6:15-19

15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth 
day of the month Elul, in fifty-two 

days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, 
all the nations around us were afraid and fell 

greatly in their own esteem, for they 
perceived that this work had been 

accomplished with the help of our God.



17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah 
sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters 
came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound 
by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of 
Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son Jehohanan
had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of 

Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also they spoke of his 
good deeds in my presence and reported my 

words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to make me 
afraid.



“Winning the War, Losing the Victory”

Theme:
Christians should be careful to 
guard against having any ties 
with the enemy as we rely on 
Christ for strength in our lives



“Winning the War, Losing the Victory”

I. The Success of the Work



Nehemiah 6:15

“So the wall was finished on the 
twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, 
in fifty-two days.”



“Winning the War, Losing the Victory”

I. The Success of the Work

II. The Supplier of the Triumph



Nehemiah 6:16

“And when all our enemies heard of it, 
all the nations around us were afraid 
and fell greatly in their own esteem, for 
they perceived that this work had been 
accomplished with the help of our God.”



"If ever there was a time when Nehemiah 
could have been tempted to sit back and 
take credit for his success, it would have 
been when the wall was completed. But he 
did not. What he did do shows his 
greatness. Toward the end of chapter 6, we 
learn that Nehemiah gave glory to God."

-James Montgomery Boice



"Why is it that so many people will acknowledge 
God and even pray to Him regularly and fervently 
on their way up the long ladder of success, but 
once they reach that pinnacle they forget their 
religion and regard success as their own exclusive 
achievement? It is inexplicable, unless the reason 
is that they conveniently `forget' God so they can 
indulge themselves without any higher 
responsibility…



…Nehemiah did not do this. He remembered 
God and so retained his usefulness to God 
beyond the accomplishment of his initial 
objective. That is why the book does not end 
with chapter 6; the second half is filled with 
equally remarkable achievements.” 

-James Montgomery Boice



“Winning the War, Losing the Victory”

I. The Success of the Work

II. The Supplier of the Triumph

III. The Sympathy with the Enemy



Nehemiah 6:17-19
“17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent 
many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came to 

them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, 
because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son 

of Arah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter 
of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also 

they spoke of his good deeds in my presence and 
reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to 

make me afraid.”



Nehemiah 2:19
“But when Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem 
the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and 
despised us and said, “What is this thing 
that you are doing? Are you rebelling 
against the king?”



Nehemiah 4:1-3
“Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the 
wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered 
at the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his 
brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these 
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for 
themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a 
day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of 
rubbish, and burned ones at that?”



3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, 
and he said, “Yes, what they are 
building—if a fox goes up on it he will 
break down their stone wall!”



Nehemiah 4:7-8

“But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the 
Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the 
repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward 
and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, 
they were very angry. And they all plotted together to 
come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause 
confusion in it.”



Nehemiah 4:10-12
“In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who 
bear the burdens is failing. There is too much 
rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild 
the wall.” And our enemies said, “They will not 
know or see till we come among them and kill 
them and stop the work.” At that time the Jews 
who lived near them came from all directions and 
said to us ten times, “You must return to us.””



Nehemiah 6:1-2

“Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the 
Arab and the rest of our enemies heard that I had 
built the wall and that there was no breach left in 
it (although up to that time I had not set up the 
doors in the gates), Sanballat and Geshem sent to 
me, saying, “Come and let us meet together at 
Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they 
intended to do me harm.”



Nehemiah 6:5-7
5 “In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time 
sent his servant to me with an open letter in his 
hand. 6 In it was written, “It is reported among the 
nations, and Geshem also says it, that you and the 
Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building 
the wall. And according to these reports you wish 
to become their king.



7 And you have also set up prophets to 
proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There 
is a king in Judah.’ And now the king will hear 
of these reports. So now come and let us take 

counsel together.”



Nehemiah 6:10-14
10 “Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the 

son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was confined to 
his home, he said, “Let us meet together in the house 

of God, within the temple. Let us close the doors of the 
temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are 

coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I said, “Should such 
a man as I run away? And what man such as I could go 

into the temple and live? I will not go in.”



12 And I understood and saw that God had not sent 
him, but he had pronounced the prophecy against me 
because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this 
purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid and act in 

this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad 
name in order to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobiah and 
Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that 

they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest 
of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.”



Nehemiah 3:5

“And next to them the Tekoites repaired, 
but their nobles would not stoop to serve 
their Lord.”



Nehemiah 6:19

“Also they spoke of his good deeds in my 
presence and reported my words to him. 
And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid.”



Galatians 4:8-11
“Formerly, when you did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But 
now that you have come to know God, or rather to be 
known by God, how can you turn back again to the 
weak and worthless elementary principles of the 
world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10 You 
observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I 
am afraid I may have labored over you in vain.”




