
Forgiveness for 
the Christian

Matthew 18:15-35



Theme: We can forgive others 
because of the forgiveness we 
have received from Christ

Forgiveness for the Christian



Matthew 18:15-35

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother. 
16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 



Matthew 18:15-35

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 
18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 



Matthew 18:15-35

19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.”



Matthew 18:15-35

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how 
often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy-seven times.



Matthew 18:15-35

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. 
24 When he began to settle, one was brought to 
him who owed him ten thousand talents.



Matthew 18:15-35

25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 



Matthew 18:15-35

28 But when that same servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’



Matthew 18:15-35

30 He refused and went and put him in prison until 
he should pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 



Matthew 18:15-35

32 Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 And should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 



Matthew 18:15-35

35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.”



I. The Essentiality of Forgiveness (vs. 15-20)

Forgiveness for the Christian



Matthew 18:15-20

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother. 
16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 



Matthew 18:15-20

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 
18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 



Matthew 18:15-20

19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them.”



I. The Essentiality of Forgiveness (vs. 15-20)

II. The Extent of Forgiveness (vs. 21-22)

Forgiveness for the Christian



Matthew 18:21-22

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how 
often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy-seven times.



Luke 17:3-4

3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, 
rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 
4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, 
and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you 
must forgive him.”



Ephesians 4:32

32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ forgave you.



I. The Essentiality of Forgiveness (vs. 15-20)

II. The Extent of Forgiveness (vs. 21-22)

III. The Example of Forgiveness (vs. 23-35)

Forgiveness for the Christian



Matthew 18:23-27

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. 
24 When he began to settle, one was brought to 
him who owed him ten thousand talents.



Matthew 18:23-27

25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 



Psalm 51:4

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.



Matthew 18:28-35

28 But when that same servant went out, he found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’



Matthew 18:28-35

30 He refused and went and put him in prison until 
he should pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 



Matthew 18:28-35

32 Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 And should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 



Matthew 18:28-35

35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.”



Titus 3:2-7

2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be 
gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 
people. 
3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, 
led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, 
passing our days in malice and envy, hated by 
others and hating one another. 



Titus 3:2-7

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of 
God our Savior appeared, 
5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 



Titus 3:2-7

7 so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.



“Yet nothing so characterizes the new nature of 
Christians as forgiveness, because nothing so 
characterizes the nature of their Lord. Jesus’ most 
striking and humanly incomprehensible words 
from the cross were, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 
23:34). After being betrayed, falsely convicted, 
beaten, spat upon, and unjustly nailed to a cross to 
die an agonizing death, the Son of God harbored 
no hatred for His tormentors but instead offered 
them forgiveness…



…Following his Lord’s example, Stephen’s last 
words were, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them!” (Acts 7:60). He was at that moment being 
pummelled to death by stones for having 
committed no greater crime than preaching the 
gospel, yet his heart was not filled with bitterness 
but with compassion for his executioners. 
Forgiveness is the stuff of true godliness.”

-John F. MacArthur Jr., Matthew, vol. 3, MacArthur New Testament Commentary



“After fording a river, a traveler in Burma discovered 
that his body was covered with small leeches, busily 
sucking his blood. His first impulse was to pull them off, 
but his servant warned him against it, explaining that to 
do that would leave part of the leeches buried in the 
skin and cause serious infection. The native prepared a 
warm bath for the man and added certain herbs to the 
water that irritated but did not kill the leeches. One by 
one they voluntarily dropped off. “Each unforgiven 
injury rankling in the heart is like a leech sucking the 
life-blood…



…Mere human determination to have done 
with it will not cast the evil thing away. You 
must bathe your whole being in God’s 
pardoning mercy; and those venomous 
creatures will instantly let go their hold.”

-William Arnot




