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BIOGRAPHY

Catia Gentil is a partner at Licks Attorneys at our Rio de Janeiro office. 
With a background in Metallurgical Engineering, she is an attorney-at-law 
specializing in patent law, bringing 40 years of experience to her practice. Ms. 
Gentil started her career as a patent examiner at the BRPTO prior to joining 
the firm, where she served as a senior patent examiner, head of art group, 
General Coordinator of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) from 2010 to 
2020, overseeing its implementation and operations, as well as the head of 
the board of administrative appeals and nullity proceedings at the BRPTO.
Ms. Gentil was also a member of the BRPTO group responsible formulating 
regulations related to the Brazilian Patent Statute (Law #9,279 of 1996). 
During her extensive experience, Catia represented Brazil in various 
delegations before the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) from 
2007 to 2019. She also served as the Technical Patent Coordinator at the 
BRPTO from 2006 to 2010. Prior to that, Ms. Gentil held the position of Acting 
Head of the Patent Division of Mechanical Engineering from 1995 to 2005. 
As a Patent Board Advisor from 1991 to 1994, she provided valuable insights 
and guidance. Ms. Gentil was also a member of the group responsible for 
formulating the regulations of the current Brazilian Patent Statute from 1990 
to 1991.
Ms. Gentil frequently delivers lectures on topics pertaining to PCT and 
actively participates in the Meeting of International Authorities under the 
PCT (PCT/MIA), held in several Contracting States, as well as the PCT Working 
Group (PCT/WG) at the WIPO as a BRPTO delegate. She is highly regarded an 
expert in PCT matters, patent acquisition, and invalidity proceedings.

PROFESSIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

•	 WIPR Leaders (2025);
•	 Leaders League – Patent Prosecution (2022, 2021).
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PRACTICE AREAS

•	 Patents
•	 Prosecution
•	 Patent Cooperation 

Treaty (PCT)
•	 Post-Grant Review
•	 Opposition before 

the BRPTO
•	 Interference before 

the BRPTO
•	 Litigation
•	 Counseling
 
LANGUAGES

•	 Portuguese
•	 English
•	 French
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AFFILIATIONS

•	 Brazilian Bar Association – Rio de Janeiro (OAB/RJ). 

EDUCATION

•	 Extension Course in Intellectual Property, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro – UFRJ (2006);
•	 Bachelor of Laws (LL.B), Estácio de Sá University – UNESA (2001);
•	 Master’s Degree (M.Sc), Industrial Property and International Agreements, 

Strasbourg University (1990);
•	 Specialization in Industrial Property, Center for International Intellectual Property Studies, 

Strasbourg University (1987);
•	 Specialization in Intellectual Property, WIPO and the United Nations Development Programme – 

PNUD (1978);
•	 Bachelor’s Degree (B.Sc), Metallurgical Engineering, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de 

Janeiro – PUC-Rio (1977). 

PUBLICATIONS

•	 A bright future for Brazil, WIPR, 2025;
•	 Um é pouco, dois é bom, três é demais? Para se requerer exame de um pedido de patente,	
três anos é muito melhor, Migalhas, 2024.

https://www.lickslegal.com/articles/a-bright-future-for-brazil
https://www.lickslegal.com/articles/um-e-pouco-dois-e-bom-tres-e-demais-para-se-requerer-exame-de-um-pedido-de-patente-tres-anos-e-muito-melhor
https://www.lickslegal.com/articles/um-e-pouco-dois-e-bom-tres-e-demais-para-se-requerer-exame-de-um-pedido-de-patente-tres-anos-e-muito-melhor

