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To the blessed memory of 
Patriarch Mor Ignatius Aphrem Barsaum, 
whose tireless devotion to the preservation

of Syriac heritage led him to gather scattered manuscripts 
and to lay the foundations of the modern Patriarchal Library. 
This catalogue, which reflects in part the fruit of his vision and 

labor, is offered in grateful remembrance of his enduring service to 
scholarship, the Church, and the safeguarding

of our written tradition.
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SOP 092, fol. 10r:
text example; top of  the page: double numbering of  folios (left and center); 

quire number [2] ܒ in estrangelo with modest decoration

 SOP 92 = Dam 4/8
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SOP 092, fol. 205r
Syriac and Hindu-Arabic numerals with 

pictograms

The book of  knowledge of  the truth or of  the Cause of  all causes

Illustrations: fol. 167v, geometric drawing: two overlapping circles with text inscribed; fol.
182v, geometric drawing: circle with four segments and text inscribed; fol. 200r [new
part], geometric drawing: circle with three segments, text inscribed; fol. 204 [new part],
drawing: four emblems with ornamental motifs (exercise); fol. 205 [new part], drawing
with the letters (numbers) of the Syriac alphabet, the Arabic equivalent and stylized tree-
symbols (pictograms) accordingly

Marginal dots: The scribe of the supplement folios has inserted four dots right of the versos’
first line (fol. 1-9, 58-87, 197-203 where the current text ends). The original manuscript
had such four dots as well on the same place of the page but they are not always visible.
Occasionally, there are varieties in the arrangement of the four dots in lozenge form,
once they appear linked by a wavy line (fol. 141v).

SCRIPTS

Syriac: serto throughout; no traces of  estrangelo
Arabic: paste down (right board) with some words in Arabic (half  a line)

STATE OF PRESERVATION

Present state: The manuscript is in a stable state with slight problems of damage. The binding
is stable; fabrics especially on the right board, risk getting detached; fol. 158 is detached
(broken).
Earlier restorations: The fact that there are several quires inserted into an older volume makes
clear that this cannot be the original binding. If we succeed in identifying the watermarks,
we would be able to give an approximate date of the most dramatic restoration work. Addi-
tionally, there are the traces of several paper repairs across the whole book, though no texts
have been affected by them. 

8
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SOP 092, fol. 182v: geometric drawing with inscribed text

 SOP 92 = Dam 4/8
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SOP 93 = Dam 4/10

Moses Bar Kipho
Book of  Homilies or Explanations of  the Feasts 

(Volume I)

1911-12, 170 fol., paper

Date: 1911 (fol. 1r); 1912 (fol. 67r, 93v)
Scribe: John (fol. 93v), Monk Yuhanon Dolaba-

ni (fol. 170v). Yeshu‘ (fol. 45r) is the scribe 
of  the archetype from which the present 
manuscript was copied. The archetype 
which dates approximately to the 13th/14th 
c*, was brought to Beirut from Midun, Tur 
‘Abdin, in 1927 by the Very Rev. Issa Khou-
ry-Yacoub, the father of  the present owner 
Fr John Khoury. Dam 4/10 (vol I) and Dam 
4/12 (vol II) were copied from this archety-
pe before it left Tur ‘Abdin.
* Brock, Sebastian P., “M.H. Goshen-Gottstein, 
Syriac Manuscripts in the Harvard College Lib-
rary: A Catalogue (Missoula, 1979)”, Journal of  
Semitic Studies 26 (1981): 321

Lit.: Coakley, The Homilies =  Coakley, James Far-
well, “The Homilies of  Moše bar Kepha on the 
Early Chapters of  the Gospels”. Ph.D. disserta-
tion, University of  Cambridge, 1977 [especial-
ly for the homilies in fol. 18r-103v]. Coakley, 
James Farwell, “The Explanations of  the Feasts 
of  Moše bar Kepha”, 403-410 in IV Symposium 
Syriacum, 1984: Literary Genres in Syriac Literature 
(Groningen – Oosterhesselen 10-12 September). Edi-
ted by Drijvers, Han J.W. and Lavenant, René 
and Molenberg, Corrie and Reinink, Gerrit J. 
Orientalia Christiana Analecta 229. Roma: Pontifi-
cium Institutum Studiorum Orientalium, 1987. 
Reller, Mose bar Kepha und seine Paulinenausle-
gung  = Reller, Jobst, Mose bar Kepha und seine 
Paulinenauslegung, nebst Edition und Übersetzung des 
Kommentars zum Römerbrief. Göttinger Orientfor-
schungen, I. Reihe: Syriaca 35. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1994 [especially, p. 74-75]. The book 
of  Sermons = The book of  Sermons by Mor Severus Moses Bar Kipho. Edited by Nahir Akçay, Adyaman, 
2015. Vööbus, Arthur. “Die Entdeckung neuer Urkunden für das liturgiegeschichtliche Schrifttum 
des Moše Bar Kepha.” Oriens Christianus 60 (1976): 69–75
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Z5 68/4ËG :bG 85ܕ7 ܕ;)ܗ+7 ܐܘ!3# ܕ;a] ܕ9<ܢ
&;A0`9 ODV(C Z5 6#

̈
45 :b4G
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I9ـ ܘܐCـ#ـ .hـCܘܗܝ#U$ـ ܘـ ـ@[Z܆ #!ـZ.!ـOـ9<ـ ܳD3$ـ ـ ـ*()'ـOـ ܕܐܘـ &34X;ـ ـ ـ ܕـ ـC(DVـ)ܢ ܕـ .O3]5ـ ـ Aـ
ܐO9ܳ 5)ܬܕ7

ܳ
ܘQDU9 @0)*& $< !8'& ܐ'I()'& ܕ9)ܨܠ ܘܕ$3# ܪ

Inc.: &;ܐ &Dܶ5 &3;̈[!ܘ &BC̈AG &$̈#U$ܕ Z3!ܗ O9ܰ Z<9.
Des.: ܕܐܦCـmـl9ـAkـ!ܘ ܗܝ dـ$& ܐ;ـܰ ܗ̇ܘ &Vـ<ـCܬܬ &I ـ; ـl45ـ ܐـ ܕCـ)ܗܝ܆ h5ـ#ـCAD Cـ Oـ
ܕ;A3$ 6(aܰ ܐ@]6
End title: ـ@3ܘܗ ܐـO9ـ O ـI5]ܘܢCـ#Cـܰ ܘCـ<ـ O*ـ ـ[`ܰ ـEG&ـ /̈ـ ܕــ4 ܗܘ6 ܕܙܳܕܩ ـ=03#ܬ;ـ68 ـ ـ9)ܢـ DOـܶ
&D$(k ODV(Cܢ ܕ(34X;ܕܐܘ &)*ܳ(' ܡAG

= HERRICK, Lance Alan, “An Unpublished Commentary of Moshē Bar Kēphā on the Gospel
of John (Cambridge University Library Add. 1971 (II))”. Ph.D. dissertation, University of St.
Andrews, 1971
= SCHLIMME, Lorenz, ed. Der Johanneskommentar des Moses bar Kepha. Göttinger Orientforschun-
gen, I. Reihe: Syriaca 18. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1978
Lit.: RELLER, Mose bar Kepha und seine Paulinenauslegung, 61-62

Fol. 18r-148r: MOSES BAR KIPHO, BOOK OF HOMILIES
Title: ـ=[Zـ5 /<7ـ ـ9[&ــ@ ܕܬ;ـ]ܬـ ـ@3& ـ0C<ـ9)ܬC6ـ#ـ D#ـ!#6ـ ـ3$ ـ ܕܬܘ+ـ$#ـ!Oـ ــ01/& &ـ

3ܕ ـ5[ ـ ܐCـAـ OـCh9ـ9#ـmD Cـ ܕـ CO3Iaـ)ܬ6 ـ@ ـ ـ ܙCـ8ܘـ=<ܝـ9&ـ ܕܗ̣ܘـ5<7 ܗ̇ܘـ*)ـ9)ܪ7. &
&'8! >$ qD!ܕܐܬ

Fol. 18r-20r: FIRST HOMILY, ON THE RENEWAL (DEDICATION) OF THE CHURCH
Title: 6ܬA5 ܕܬ(Vܡ̄ 5)ܬܕ7 ܕ98/9<7 ܕAG
Inc. : &D3U$ OC>3<; A! &BE;4]ܘܢ 31< *)':7 ܕ!
Des.: O39ܢ ܐA`4U$ &]3̈<9 6ܠ ܕ;]ܘ#; O@ܕ;)ܗܪܗ. ܘ &X@ܢ ܙ(!#BËD$ &C>9 b9ܰm;ܰ
End title: O05 ܬ6 ܕ$< !8'& ܨ@)ܬܗA5 ܕܬ(V4? 98/9<7 ܕ*
= The book of  Sermons, 5-7
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Fol. 20r-30r: ANNUNCIATION TO ZECHARIAH
Title: &;[! &C>!ܗ ܕܙ>$(= Z5 &'8! >$4] ܕCܬܘܒ 98/9<7 ܕ
Inc.: 6#3Gܬ6 '<ܘ(;>$A9ܗܕ7 ܕ &Vܕܐܘܪ Z3!ܗ &BC>$
Des.: O3045 ?4`@ܬܗ ܕ(U49ܗ̇ܘ ܪ$& ܕ &a$(*ܕ7 ܘÄV ܕ@)ܬ &D4]V#9 &/@ &$(V
End title: 4 ـ* ܬܘܪـ ــ01/? ܕـ ܕܙـ$)ـ=& ܕCـ<ـ!<ܗ ـ5[3& ـ A0ـ ـ@ ܕܐܬـ*)ـ ܗ̇ܘ &D ـ! &ـ'8ـ!<ـ$qـ
ܐO9 ܘ9)ܨܠ

ܳ
ܐ'I3()'& ܕ$3# ܪ

= The book of  Sermons, 8-19; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §1 
Lit.: BÉGUIN, H., “Un recueil d’homélies du IXe siècle en langue syriaque”, Revue de l’Orient chré-
tien III, 2 [22] (1920-1921): 363-372

Fol. 30r-45r: ANNUNCIATION TO MARY 
Title: ܕ ـ4Cܬܘܒ ܕ!ـ]ـ A4Cـ ܕـ [3IVـ ـ ܘـ ـ@[3& ـ <ܝ9ـ]6@ـ8ــ@/Qـ ܕܗ̣ܘCـ8ܘ=ـܳ &'ـ8!ـ<$ـ&*ـ)9ـ<7
?C>9 6[@ܬ ܐA4Cܗ̇ ܕ>$(= Z5 ܘ9)ܨܠ O9ܕ$3# ܪܐ &'()I3'ܐ
Inc.: &/43416 ܕ#DCA9 ܪܬmD@ &!8/49 ZC1[<ܐ b@#*ܕ*#6 ܐ OCܕ &V>3$
Des.: a)ـ*]ـ@ܕ ـ$ ܘܐـ &) Cـ ܘܐܘـ 7>VـA;ܐـ5&.ـ ܘܪܘـ$? 3]ـV)ܗܝ Vـ ܘـ &GـAB Cـ ܗـ &ـ*&.
O39ܐ O3045 ?4`@ܘ .O$d4U$ܘ
End title: ـ*4 ܬܘܪـ ــ01/? ܕـ ܕ3ـ$̈ـ#!ـ&ــ9/4̈ـ& ܕ$ـ)=ـ6# ܕCـ<9ـ<ܗ̇ ـ5[3? ـ ـ@A3Iaـ ـ ـ &*ـ)9ـ<ܝ9ـ&ـ
ܗ̇ܘ ܕܐܬ!qD $< !8'& ܐ'I3()'& ܕ$3# ܪܐO9 ܘ9)ܨܠ

= The book of  Sermons, 20-37; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §2
Fol. 45r: Note: ܐ;ـ ܕܘ@ـ)ܪܒ ـ$30B];ـ<!ـ]6 ـ ـ ܘـ ܘܐ5ـ8ܪ$ـ& ـ;Ia]6@ـ& ـ ـ@04U&ـ ـ ـ ܕـ O9ـm/@5ـ&ــZ

B Cـ (ܗ̄ـ ܕـ$#ܘـ!)ܥ ـ*DX<ـ'& ـ (#ـ5&ـ Cـ ܕـ ـ45& ـ'X)ܗܝـ ܕܘـ'<ـ (# ܕCـܶ ܐـ=& Ch4ـ<ܛ 3 Vـ ـ ]ـ
$)ܪܐC#. ܘܐܦ Z5 ܕܘC)ܬܝ ܘ3V[)ܬܝ
May God magnify his remembrance in heaven and earth, and may God have mercy on everyone who prays
for Yeshuʿ (who is the scribe of the old exemplar that I copied from), the wretched who scribed according to
his strength ignorantly. 

Fol. 45r-46v: VISIT OF MARY TO ELIZABETH
Title: ـ4Cܕ ܕ!ـ]ـ A4Cـ ܕـ ـGABCـ] ܕCـ8ܘـ=<ܝـ9&ـ )!ـ&'ـ8!ـ<ـ$AܥCـ#ـ9<7 ܽVـ ܰ4 ـ3 ـ9&.3ـܳـ ̈/ Zـ5&ــ4
\]B3@ܕ@)ܬ ܐ ?C>98/9ܙ@#6 ܕ
Inc.: ܕـG0ܳـܘ # ـ$3]ܘܢـ$?Cـ<ـCO9ـܰ ܗ̇ـ9̈)ـ ܘܶܐܙܰ;ـ6# ــ$>43/#@ـ)ܢ. ـ ـ ـ@>#Cـ8ـ ـ@0)ܪ7ـ ADـ Cـ #6ـ
ܕC]ܘܕ
Des.: ـ40*ܰـܘ ـ!q04ـ ـ ܕـ GAܶـAܡ ـ;[3)9ـܰ ـ ܐܬـ & ـ;[3̈ ـ ـ9>4)ـ ـ ܕـ ـ$a)*ـ]@ـ#ܗ. ܘܐـ &)Cـ ܘܪܘـ &ــ9/<9ـ<7
O3045 ?4`@ܘ O$d4U$ܗ*& ܘ .&BCAG [V5? ܐ$)ܗܝ ܘܪܘ
End title: 6#@4? ܬܘܪ01/& ܕ8/9ܙ*
= The book of  Sermons, 20-37; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §3

Fol. 47r-55r: NATIVITY OF CHRIST 
Title: 4ܕ Cـ ܕـ!]ـ A4 Cـ ܬܘܪـ ــ01/] ܕـ ABـ8Gܕ7ـ5& Cـ ܕـ &4 Cـ ܕـ 7A3]5ـ ـ A0ـ ـ@ ܕܗ̣ܘCـ8ܘـ=<ܝـ 7>

ܕ*ـ)ـ9 ـ!D#ـ9& ـV3Iܰـ&܆'ـ8!ـ<$ـ&ـ ܕـ ـ3$& ـ!3#ـ ܘܕ;ـ̈)ـ )ܨܠـ9& ـADCـ9ܰ ـA49ܡḠـ#6ـ ܕـ 5Zـ6#
&/0C8$  
Inc.: ܐ ܗܘ ܕCـܪܒ hB$ـ ܐـ ܐܘ ܗVـ<ܪ7 ܪܐܙ6 q܆ ܕ;ـ̈ ܕܐܬ;ـ8!ـ& ـ41)ܬ6 ـC(D9ـqـ ـ$[3&ـ ـ #ـ
&BD3̈D]@ ?a@
Des.: a3B0$ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ01&ـ ܘـ ـa9)ܪ7 ـD9#ـ ܕـ &4Cـ ܕـ ܗ̇ܘ ـ$a)ـ*]@ـ]ܘܢ. ܐـ5&ـ ܘܪܘ$ـ? ]ـV)ܗܝ
O39ܐ O3045 ?4`@ܘ O$d4U$ܗ*& ܘ .&BCAG3& ܘV
End title: ـ*04 ـ #ـ ـ49ܰ ܕـ ــ8/0C$ـ5Zـ6# ܕـ ـGABCـ8ܕ57ـ& ܕـ &4Cـ ܕـ 7A/03=ــ ـ ـ@0&ـ ــ3IV&*ـ)9ـ<ܝـ &ـ
O05 ܕ$3# !3̈);& ܘ9ܰ)ܨܠ. ܨ@)ܬܗ
= The book of  Sermons, 47-57; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §5

Fol. 55r-56v: Title: >393& ܕܐIa@ OCA3̈]58ܕ7 ܕ`@ [@ OaB̈Vܬܘܒ 49̈/& ܕ 
Inc.: 6dܶV#9ܶ &DCܳdVܰ#9ܶ &/@ .&]5ܰ#9ܶ 6#49 .>I$ܰ#9 7>I$ܶ &/@ܗ̇ܘ ܕ 
Des.: ܕ$ـ)@ـ ـa4$]ܘܕCـ8ܬܪ7 ـ ܐـ ܘــ@/)ܕ܆ ــ$[3& ܘــ=3:'ـ#ـ ـ$3);ـ& ܘـ .& ̈U$ـ ـI9&ــ@/Zـ ــDUC#ـ #܆Cـ8ـ
O39ܐ O304`@ &BCAG [Vܗܝ ܘܪܘ($5? ܐ &;AV7 ܘܐܘ>)Cܕ@] *̄) ܘܐ
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End title: ـ*04 ـ #ـ ـ45ܰ ܕـ ܗܕ7 ـ5[6#3 ـ ـ@7A3Iaـ ـ ـ ܕCـ8ܘ=ـ<ܝ9ـ&ـ &'ـ8!ـ<$ـ&*ـ)9ـAܥCـ#9ـ<7
ـ'I3(ܐ ـ ـ ܕـ')ـ ܘܕـ9& )ܨܠ ـ3$ܰ ܐـ

ܳ
ܪ ܕـ#9 O5ـZ1ـl )ܙـ$ܶ ADـCe9ـܽ Cـ ܘـ )ܨܠـ6#9 ܰa9ـ ـDIܰـ #6ـ

O05 ܨ@)ܬܗ &Cܕ$>)ܪ7 ܨܰܗ s31>= 5)9<7 ܕ9<ܝ O9 ܗA0@ܕܬܘ

= The book of  Sermons, 57-58
Fol. 56v-67r: DISSERTATION ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST (in 18 kephalaia)

Title: ــD3$#!ـܬܘܒ ܬـ OD9ــ#̈I5ـ ـEG<ـ ـGABCـ8ܕ57ـ5Zـ68ــ4/̈ـ ܕـ &4Cـ ܕـ ܕ9ـAܗ ــ5[3<ܢ ـ@CO0ـAـ &*ـ)ـ
 $< !AG &'8ܡ 8/4EGܘܢ 5 Z5 &39AG[< ')AG;] ܕܐܕܡ
Inc.: D<ـ9ܘܐ Cـ ܘـ .O<9ـ ܕـ Z]5ـ ܐܕܡـ > ܐ;ـAـG)ـ'ܰ ـ5[#ـ*&܆ ADـ 3 ـ! ـ ܐـ 3;ܳـ& Bـ 3]ـ@&ـ ـ@ ܬـ O@6ـ#
&]$Ä4`$ 
Des.: ܕ!ـ)$ـ ܬܘܒ ـO3$ـ9<7 ـ39#ـ #6ـ ـ9><܆ـ9#ܐـ9̈ ܕܗ̣ܘـ ZـGA39ـ ?Gـ&ـ ــ4$/ܳ ـ39&ـ )ܬܘܬ6ـ
ܘ@D4]V#9 &/4)ܬ6
End title: ـ*04 ـ ـEG)ـ /̈ـ ܕــ4 ـ9>68 ـGABCـ8ܕ7ـZ5ـ ܕـ &4Cـ ܘܨـ .7Aـ5)@ـZ3<Vـ ـ ܕـ ـ*D<ܛـ=& #ـ ܰ

ܐܨlĊ ܡ̄
= The book of  Sermons, 59-72; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §6.

Fol. 67r-71r: PRAISE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
Title: ܕ 4ܬܘܒ Cـ ܕـ [3IVـ ـ ܐـ*)ـ9<ܝـ9&ـ &)I3'ـ ـ ـ ܕـ')ـ ـ3$& ـ!3#ـ 3̈)ـ ـ; ܐـ89ــ9/&ـ 7>Vـ<ـ;&
 ܕ9#ܬܪI@()$ ?1̇] ܕA4Cܬ ܐ@]6
Inc.: D9ـ ـ31&ـ ܕܐ;ـ<ـ ܪܒ@ـ]ܘ6 ܬܐܘܪـ9]ܝ. OـCܕ &4Cـ ܐـ ـD9]6.@ـAܬ ـ31&ـ ܕܪܡ;ـ<ـ ]ܘ6
 O9 ܗܕ7
Des.: ـ05ܕ ـ;B]ـ ـ$>3[#ܘ6ـ ـ ـ ܘـ ـ0V<$ـ)ܬܗ ܐـ #B;ـ ܕܐـ ܪ@ـ)ܬܗ ܘ$ـ]6 ـGOBCـ<ܘ'ـ& ـa3B9)ܥـ ـ ـ &.ـ
 @̇]ܘ ܕ@] a$(* 68C& 5? ܐ$& ܘܪܘBCAG &V&. ܗ*&
End title: O39ܐ .O05 ̇ܨ@)ܬܗ ?C>9 6[@ܬ ܐA4C4?. ܬܘܪ01/& ܕ*
= The book of  Sermons, 72-77

Fol. 71v-87r: EPIPHANY (in 17 kephalaia)
Title: ـEGܬܘܒ /̈ـ ܐܘــ4 ـ!683 +ـ #BCـ ـE9&ـ ܕ*ـ:ـ ـ5[3& ـ ـ@COaـAـ ـ3Iܰـ ܕ*ـ)ـ9<ܝـ9&ـ <$ـ&Dـ!ܰـ#ـ9&
 !8'& ܕZ5 85ܕBCAG 7& ܕ;)ܗ+7 ܐܘ!3# $3# ܕ;39AG &a# 5)ܬܕ7 ܕ6#49
Inc.: ODk5? !)![& ܪܗ .O;A5A5 OD9AG OG̈ܕܙܕ O3@̇ܗ .&a3B9ܗ ܕA4Cܕ Z3!8ܕ7 ܗ`@ 
Des.: ـ39 ܕـ ܗ̇ܝ ـa3B0$#ܘܬ6 ـ ـ ـ ـ4[;ܶـ&ـ ܕـ ܗ̇ܘ .Q ܘ*ـC68ـ]@ـܰ ܘ$ـ8ــ@/̄) ـGABCـ]Vـ<ܘ@ـ)ܗܝ ܗـ &*ـ&
 ܘ$O$d4U ܘ@`O3045 ?4 ܐO39܀
End title: ـ*4 ـ*()'ـ?ـ ܕـ &EGـ ܐܘــ4/̈ـ ـ!683 +ـ #BCـ ܕـ ـGABCـ8ܕ57ـ& ܕـ ܕ;ـ& ـ=303)ܗ+7 ـ ـ ـ@O0ـ &*ـ)ـ
&'8! >$
= The book of  Sermons, 111-130

Fol. 87r-93v: JOHN THE BAPTIST (in 10 kephalaia)
Title: ـ45ܬܘܒ ܕـ 6#

̈
ـC(DVـ5Zـ ـO0`9ـ ـ ـBC:$ـ&;ـAـ ܘـ ـ;3& ـB&aB9ـ̈ـ ـ ـE4̈ـ ܕـ ـ5[3& ـ ـ@CO3IaـAـ ـ ـ <ܝـ9&ـ

&39AG 8/4ܘܢEG #39AG &'8! >$ &*(9 
Inc.: ODV(C Z<9 ܘܢ $4[̈)ܬܗܘܢ[ܗܘܘ !4 O3]BV#9܆ ܘq̈Vܗܘ6 05ܰ/& ܐ &UIܰ9 A! 
Des.: D Vـ ܪ;ـ)ܬ@ـOـ ܕـ$)ܗܪ7 ܗ̇ܘ ـ39& <ܗܛ.;ـ#ܪܘܬ6ـ ܶa 3 B0$ـ ـ ـ ـ B&ـ Cـ ܕـ9)ܥـ ܗ̇ܘ ]@ـ<ܢ.
 *)$a& 5? ܐ$)ܗܝ ܘܪܘBCAG [V& ܗ*& ܘ$O$d4U ܘ@`O3045 ?4 ܐO39܀
End title: 4 ــ* /?ــ ــ9 ܕــ89ــ 7>Gــ(̈I ــ@ ܕــ D)ــC)ܗܝ Vــ O0ــ ` ــ9 ــ ܨــ;Aــ `?ــ5)ܬܗــ@&. ــ$ 0ܶــ B ــ4 ــ ]ــ
 ܘA1>I9;&܀ *D# ܐܨ9A$ lC̄̇<ܢ
= The book of  Sermons, 131-139

Fol. 93v-103v: CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD (in 15 kephalaia)
Title: ـ4Cܕ ܕ!ـ]ـ A4Cـ ܕـ [BE9ـ ـ ـu3IVـ ـ ـEG&'ـ8!ـ<$ـ&*ـ)9ـ<ܝ9ـ&ـ ܕCـ68ــ4/̈ـ dܘܪܬܗـ5Z1ـ̄]
&39AG 8/4ܘܢEG .ܕ9<ܢ 
Inc.: 65)ܪ@)ܬ [̇C#Cܐ &D9ܕ 
Des.: ـ@COaـAـ9 ـO49ـ0̈ـ ܕـ )ܗܝ

̈
ـ*0` ـ ـZa3B9ـ5)ܢـ ـ ـ ܘـ ܘـ$]@ـ&. ܟ.

ܶ
> ܐGـ]@ـܰ ܕ@ـ<7 ]@ـ]6.

O39ܐ O304`04`@ &BCAG3& ܘV [Vܗܝ ܘܪܘ($5? ܐ .&;AV7 ܘܐܘ>)C68 *̄) ܘܐC 
End title: &!>*ܘܪܬ6 ܘd1 Z54? 98/9<7 ܕ* 
= The book of  Sermons, 98-110; COAKLEY, The Homilies, §13
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Fol. 103v-119r: ON THE FAST/LENT (in 22 kephalaia)
Title: ܕـ89ــ9/ ܨܘـ5<7 Z/9ـ&ــGAB Cـ ܕـ ـ5[3& ـ ܐـ AـCܕ h9ـmـC&0@ـ ܕـ'8ـ!<ـ$&ـ*)ـ ـ3$& #ـ
 ܪܐO9 ܘ9)ܨܠ AGܡ̄ 5)ܬܕ7 ܕ4C] ܕ98/9<7
Inc.: >9ܳܐ A! 6#C̈[@4] ܐC39:ܬܗ ܕd$ O@ w49ܰ ACܕܘ &C[@ܐ Z3!̇3& ܗ]; 
Des.: O3045 ?4`@ 683̈X= 0)ܗܝV:$ܘ (̄]3<$ .Z])ܰ; [D3$ܝ ܨA]̈`@ OU3̈496 ܕ#]̈kܘ 
End title: &BCAG &/9ܨܘ Z5ܕ O3@68/4 ܗËG (04* 
= The book of  Sermons, 143-160

Fol. 119r-125r: ON THE FORTY MARTYRS OF SEBASTE (in 15 kephalaia)
Title: ــD3$#!ـܬܘܒ ـOEGـ ܕــ4/̈ـ ܐܪ5ـ68 Z3`$ـ ـ ܕܐܬBـC̈ـGAـ̈]ܕ7=ـOـ ـ!44& ـ ـ$0)ـ ــ=[I>3#6ــADCـ ـ ـ &.ـ
O3@68/4 ܗËGܡ̄ 5)ܬܕ7 ܕAG O9ܕ$3# ܪܐ &'()I3'0)*& $< !8'& ܐ@ [@ OCA3]5ܕ 
Inc.: OD340B9 O3`$ܐܪ O3@ܕܘ!<;& ܐܘ!3# 5)ܗܕ;& ܕ=̈]ܕ7 ܗ &D9(C 
Des.: 4ܘ ـ! D0]ـ9]ܘܢـ Cـ ـ ܐܘ+ܬܘܕـ & ̈I!ـ ܕـ (U ـ$ ܐܬܪ.ـ Z] ـ$>3 ـ ـ 3)ܬܗـ ـ! ܘـ ـ#0$ ـD0V<ـ ـ )ܬܗـ
O304`04`@ܘ O$d4U$ܗ*& ܘ &BCAG3& ܘV [Vܐ@]6 ܘܕܐ$)ܗܝ ܘܕܪܘ &a3B9ܕ
End title: &'8! >$ &*(0@ O303=ܕ7 ܕ[̈= O3`$ܕܐܪ O3@68/4 ܗËG (04* 
= The book of  Sermons, 173-181

Fol. 125r-146r: PALM SUNDAY/SUNDAY OF HOSANNAS (in 35 kephalaia)
Title: ـ$3ܬܘܒ ܐـ Aـ]6@ـ!#D3$ـ ـ ـBC:$ـ:7ـ89ــO/9ـ ـE9&ـ ܕܐܘG̈ـ8ܕ7ـZ5ـ5&.ـ*:ـ ĀD`*ـ ـ &.ـ
&Vܘ>$ uE9 ̄ܡAG ܘ9̇)ܨܠ O9ܕ$3# ܪܐ &'()I3'34ܳ3& ܐVܰ(! &'8! >$ &*(0@ ?3=ܕ
Inc.: ܟ#]B̈a9 O)3̈05 lkܘ .&C>9 hCA]̈5 O3$+9/& ܪܘ 
Des.: / ܬــ@ ـ45& ـ@U40)ܢـ ـ ـ ܕܐـ ܕ@ـ)ܬ6 ـ!4̇]@ـ]6. OBـ ـ; ـ$>3[#ܘ6ـ ـ ـ ܘـ ـ$0)ܬܗ ـD0V<ـ ـ )ܬܗـ

ܪ@ـܕܐ ܘـ$]ܢ OBـG<ܘـ'& Cـ ـa3B9)ܥـ ـ ـ ܕـ ܘܐـ*C68ـ]@ـ&. (̄) Cـ ܘܐܘـ 7>VـAܐـ5&;ـ ̄)ـ$?
O304`@ O$d4U$ܗ*& ܘ .ĀG [Vܘܪܘ
= The book of  Sermons, 187-215

Fol. 146v-148r: INDEX OF THE PALM SUNDAY (35 kephalaia)
Title: &D`*̈ܕܐܘ ĀG 785ܕ Z568/4 ܕËG3#6 ܕDC(a9

Fol. 148v-170v: MIMRO ON THE CONSECRATION OF THE MYRON (in 50 kephalaia)
Title: ــD3$#!ـܬܘܒ ܕ9ـ8ــO/9ـ ـBC:$ـ)ܪܘܢ.9ـ)ܕܫGـ5Zـ<7 ـE9&ـ ܕ*ـ:ـ ـ5[3&. ـ ܐـ AـCܕ h9ـmـC.&

ـ@0 ـV&.ـ'8ـ!<ـ$&ـ*)ـ ܰ3Iـ ܕـ ـ3$& ܪܐـ ܘـ#9 O9ܨܠ.ـ( ـC&Vـ<ـ9̇ ܰUـ@(?ـ ܘܗܒCـ:ܘـ &/4 3Vــ ـ &ـ
6#3DC>B939# 49#6 9`#ܕ;3#6 ܘAG &/43a9 &$ܘ#U@ 
Inc.: 64]ܘܢ +ܐܙ! O9 q3;ܳ[!ܳܪܡ ܘ >C#C܆ ܘܕ&C[@ܕܪܐܙ6 9`34& ܘܐ Z<9 
Des.: `CAـ Cـ ܕـ ܗܝ ܘـ5#ܪـ9& &B9ـ Oaـ$bـ$#ـ 3 B9ـ ـ ـ ܗ̇ܘـ ـCAD5ـ#ـ9)ܪܘܢـ9&܆ ܘܕـ ـ9>4& ـ #ܢـ

I9ـ ـE(ܰـ ܕـ ܐ5ـ]@ـ&. ـ9[)ܗܝ$ـ? ܘܪܘ!ـ<ـ ـV[3Vـ&. ܘـ ـGABCـ& ܬـ ـ*[& ܘܐـ (̄)Cـ ܘـ 7>X=ـ Aܬ6.ـ
O39ܐ O3045̈ q0̈454]ܘܢ ܕ+7 ܕU$ܘܐܦ ܗ*& ܘ
End title: &'8! >$ &*(9 &3Ia@ >39ܕܫ 9)ܪܘܢ ܕܐ(G4? 98/9<7 ܕ*
= STROTHMANN, Werner, ed. Moses Bar Kepha. Myron-Weihe. Göttinger Orientforschungen, I. Rei-
he: Syriaca 7. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1973; VARGHESE, Baby, Moses Bar Kepha. Commen-
tary on Myron. Texts from Christian Late Antiquity 34. Piscataway, Ǌ: Gorgias Press, 2014

Fol. 170v: COLOPHON, by the hand of  patriarch Aphrem Barsoum
ـ*4 ܕܘـ ـ$(? ـGA39ـ&ـ ܕCـ8$ـ&ـ Aܝ ܕܘــC(DVـ&Cـ<Cـ̈ O]@ـ ـ3DC<ܕ9ـq;ـ8ـ ܕCـA$ـ&ــ ـ>E;ܳـ<7 ــ$DB&ـ ܐܨ̇ـ &Cـ#

Z5 Q̄9 ܨC̈#5 &aV̈(& ܕk)ܪOCA]5܀
ـ@I#ܒ!ـܐܬ ــ43a9/)ܣCـ<Cـ)ـ ـ ـ ـ39>&ـ ـ ـ@3>)'ـ<ـ ـ ܕـ ܐCـ)ܪ=ـ& ܕܗ̣ܘ )ܨ9ـ?Cـ<'ـ& ـ@3ܼܿ ܕـ ܗ̇ܘ ـDB$ܰـ& #ـ ܰ

ـ@ܐܨ̇
̄
ܠ ܡ̄ e

̄
D U ـ$ ـ ܐـ ܗ̣ܘ6ـV)ܢ ><ܝ܆ ـ' U&ـ!<ـC<ـ ـ$ 3)ܪـ ـ= ܕܐـ &3 < ـ; ـ 3)ـ ـ! ܘܐܬـ &Gܝـ>

&39AG ?C>'3)ܣ ܕܗ̣ܘ ܐk8DXCܐ 

The first volume was completed by the hands of monk Yuhanon Dolabani of Mardin, in the Notfo Mo-
nastery, in AD 1911, from old manuscripts in Tur Abdin.
It was written to Severius the weak Metropolitan of Syria, who is Aphrem Barsoum from Mosul, who on
the 30th of January AD 1933 became the Patriarch of the See of Antioch, and was called Ignatius Aph-
rem the First.
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II. CODICOLOGY

BOOK COVER

Dimensions: 22 x 17 x 3 cm
Description: board covered in dark brown Buckram, spine in black leather; three labels on the

spine

BOOKBLOCK

Folios: 170 numbered leaves
Writing support: thin translucent paper
Inks and pigments: black ink for the text; magenta for headers and text highlights, for decora-

tive dots at the end of textual units; pale blue ink used for the index (fol. 3r); blue ink for
a header (fol. 170v); black ink (not so intense) used for the book title and the colophon
(fol. 170v) [autograph of  Patriarch Barsoum]

Book structure:
(a) Numbering of folios/pages: (1) counting of folios from 1 to 170, the last 7 folios (blank) unnum-

bered; on the top left of the rectos in pencil. (2) counting of pages with Syriac characters,
starting from 6 (fol. 5v) to [20] ܟ (fol. 16r), starting again (sic) with 6 (fol. 18r) ending
with  e* [303] (fol. 170v)

(b) Quire numbers: quire I (fol. 1-9): initially 8 folios; a bifolium added, the first part of which
used as pastedown, the other folium counted as “fol. 1”; 6 (fol. 9v); quire II (fol. 10-17):
ܟ  Quire numbering starts anew (sic) with 6 (fol. 18-25), ends with .(fol. 5v) ܒ [20] (fol.
170r); the following 7 leaves are blank and unnumbered. 

(c) Quire structure: The book is composed of quaternions (8 folios) throughout, addition of folios
at the beginning and at the end, a total number of  XXII quires.

(d) Consecutio foliorum: PD + fol. 1-170 + 7 fol. (blank, including PD)

FOLIOS/PAGES

Dimensions: 20.2 x 15.8 cm
Empty pages: blank fol. 1v, 2v, 3v, 4v, 16v; only pagination/foliation fol. 2r, 4r, 5r, 17r
Page layout: one column, captions in red and sometimes centered, no headers; catchwords

bottom left of  the versos; 17-19 lines per page
Decorative elements: scarce; modest decoration of quire numbers; scant decorative elements fol.

58v, 85r and 125r at the bottom of the page, decorative dots e.g. fol. 59r, 71r and 97r;
crossing out of  words fol. 84r

Marginal dots: none

5

SOP 093, fol. 73v and fol. 125r:
restrained decorative elements 

(quire number and end of  a paragraph at the bottom of  the page)
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SOP 093, fol. 170v:
text sample: end of  the current text and colophon of  patriarch Barsaum

SCRIPTS

Predominantly serto, estrangelo sporadic for some words in the captions (e.g. fol. 119r and
125r) and for quire numbers

STATE OF PRESERVATION

The book is in a stable condition, though with problems of damage. Some folios risk getting
fully detached (e.g. fol. 35-40). It seems to have been repaired once (numerous glued leaves).
The edges of  the book cover are abraded.

6
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Scribe: Monk Yuhanon Dolabani (fol. 113v). This manuscript is copied from another one
written by a scribe called Aday, in the year (AD 1490) for the Church of SS Sergius and
Bacchus in the village of  Ḥbob (fol. 113v).

Date: 1912 (fol. 89v, 113v)
Lit.: The book of Sermons = The book of Sermons by Mor Severus Moses Bar Kipho. Edited by Nahir AKÇAY,

Adyaman, 2015. COAKLEY, The Homilies = COAKLEY, James Farwell, “The Homilies of Moše
bar Kepha on the Early Chapters of the Gospels”. Ph.D. dissertation, University of Cam-
bridge, 1977 [especially for the homilies in fol. 3r-25v]. COAKLEY, James Farwell, “The Explana-
tions of the Feasts of Moše bar Kepha”, 403-410 in IV Symposium Syriacum, 1984: Literary Genres
in Syriac Literature (Groningen – Oosterhesselen 10-12 September). Edited by DRĲVERS, Han J.W. and
LAVENANT, René and MOLENBERG, Corrie and REININK, Gerrit J. Orientalia Christiana Analecta 229.
Roma: Pontificium Institutum Studiorum Orientalium, 1987. RELLER, Jobst, Mose bar Kepha und
seine Paulinenauslegung, nebst Edition und Übersetzung des Kommentars zum Römerbrief. Göttinger Orient-
forschungen, I. Reihe: Syriaca 35. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1994, 74-75. VÖÖBUS,
Arthur, “Newly Discovered Manuscript Sources for the Genre of Liturgical Commentaries by
Mōšē Bar Kēphā.” Orientalia Christiana Periodica 41 (1975): 490-94. VÖÖBUS, Arthur, “Die Ent-
deckung neuer Urkunden für das liturgiegeschichtliche Schrifttum des Moše Bar Kepha.” Oriens
Christianus 60 (1976): 69-75. VÖÖBUS, Arthur. “Entdeckung der Überreste des von Mōšē Bar
Kēphā verfaßten Kommentars zur Apostelgeschichte”. Oriens Christianus 62 (1978): 18-23 (esp.
p. 20)

1
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I. CONTENTS

Fol. 1v-2v: INTRODUCTION AND INDEX of the book from which this manuscript was copied.
The homilies transcribed in this manuscript have a page number after their title in the
index. 

,+*()ܘ'! ܕ%$ܘ"!
%> D-E@A" FB ܕ,)ܢ AB@ܪ<> ܨ'3! ܗ̇ܝ ܕ,>ܘ ܰ;6789܆ ܘ"4'3! ܗ̇ܝ ܕ'(/ "+.-! 
ܗܘ67Eܰ܆ "$ܪ %O$ ܕI8'@R! ܕܬܪܬ6E ܨ̈'H !3ܰ(>6Q܆ LMÖ.P ܬܘI8>J! ܕE$E)GH 6E ܗ̇ܝ܆ 
ܘ;̈@'9+! ܕ,>ܡ ,>ܡ ܐ;673W. ܘ"><@ܢ %> UQܳ@WB ,9+7@ܬ ܗQ! ܪ"! 67E@ܶP !)O)T܆ 
 .6Bܰ $EܰZ'ܰܐܬ L$E4Bܐ [.Pܰ ܆!Q('ܕܗܕ\ ܨ'3! ">ܘ"*! ܐ Lܬ]E$OB ܓ ܐܦ(.+Qܕ
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(A)"9>ܗ ܕ,)ܢ ܕE $O"ܕ !fE<a \ܕMHܕ !I8>ܗ.. ܬܘܪ
(A)"9>ܗ ܕ,)ܢ ܕE $O"ܕ <̄a \ܕMHܕ īE LMI9+̈a ..ܘ
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m, L@7OQ6.. ܕQ@E3! ܘOf, Gj, !Eܬܐܘܪ ..nE
6Q !)f" <'ܕ !I,@E GHܕ L$9, ..<E
/Q !7jP 6, ܕ,)ܢ DQ@OAQ GH ..DE
ܣ Lܬ@+Oaܕܙ !AOa GHܕ L$-ܳ" ..@E

!RM% (" !;@,ܕ D"(; L@3,ܘܢ ܕMI9+a ..ܙZE
.!;]+, !fE]" !fE<a !I,ܨܘ GHܕ \(,MI, ..iE

!P !"(> \()> GHܕ ..mE
+ ,ZOW9ܕܩ

iP L$O38, Lܬ$Qܕܗ̇ܝ ܐ !"(; ..p%
!Q %!.. g;@R ,9$ ,)ܢ ;(@ܩ ,DE$Ö, 6E()aܳ L$Öܘܢ
DQ 'D8 ܕ,)ܢ

ܳ
%/.. ,MI,)\ ܕGH ;)"! ܕZ-Bܪ ܪ
%n.. ܕMH GHܕ\ ā> ܕܐܘ̈;-7!

<P %>.. ,L$9 ܕf8' GH! ܕJܐܙL ܕfE@ܥ %$ܘ"! 
ܨ L$OQܪܐܙ L$.Oܳ; GHܕ L$9, ..D%
/a !O7OjO9O, ܥ@fEܕ .Lܬ@+Oaܕܙ L$"ܘ(H GHܕ ..@%

!7Eܕ,̈@ܕ L$"ܘ(H GHܕ LMI9+̈a ..ܙZ%
Lܬ<' !)f" <' GHܕ ..i%
!*B@Pܕ\ ܕMH GHܕ ..m%

[jP@*Oj7Rܕ <̄a \ܕMH GHܠ.. ܕ
sa 7E(a g;@R ..!IB! ܕ9H sOA%(R@ܗܝ %> 9H@ܗܝ ܕMHܕ\
D-a $L ܕ7O9>$, GH@ܬܗ ܕ,)ܢ ܕT GH@ܪ ܬ"@ܪ 

̈
9H ../B

<+a LDB9>ܬ ܐEܕ ḊQ<Q@H GHܕ L$9, ..nB
!)OBܕ\ ܕܨMH GHܕ ..<B

i+a !f3Qܕ !I,(OR Gj, !*;@R ..DB
m+a Lܬ<H ܕܫ@aܕ\ ܕMHܕ L$9H ..@B

L$E8@ܕ-, GHܕ LܐܙJܗܳܪ\ ܕ@Q ..ܙZB
4aܒ Lܬ<Hܕ !O7̈)B Lܬ@QܗܪZ, .\(,MI, ..iB
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Inks and pigments: black ink used for the text, red for titles, captions, lines separating para-
graphs (e.g. fol. 68v-76v), and for section numbers in the margins

Book structure:
(a) Numbering of folios/pages: (1) folio numbers from 1 to 92, placed on the top left of the rectos,

in pencil; (2) page numbers in Syriac numerals, starting with ܒ  [2] (fol. 6r) to mK:[162]
(fol. 85v), continued by another hand to go: [178] (fol. 93v); the following two empty
pages were also numbered; (3) numbering of folios with Hindu-Arabic numerals, from
“4” (fol. 6r) to “164” (fol. 86r), continued by another hand to “176” (fol. 93), on fol. 93v
there is the number “178” (sic); placed close to the conventional folio numbers, in red ink

(b) Quire numbers: none
(c) Quire structure: The book consists of quaternions (8 fol. per quire): the central bifolia of the

quires are: fol. 8|9, 16|17, 24|25, 32|33, 40|41, 48|49, 56|57, 64|65, 72|73, 80|81,
89|90 [fol. 86 pasted in at a later stage].

(d) Consecutio foliorum: PD|FL + bookblock (fol. 1-92) + 1 endleaf (= fol. 93 [blank], pasted to
the FL) + PD

FOLIOS/PAGES

Dimensions: 24 x 18.5  cm
Empty pages: fol. 1v, 3v-4v, 84v, 86v
Page layout: one column: length of lines 14.5 cm, 20-27 text lines, variable distance to the

edges; fol. 85v-86r: two columns (list of  the maphrians) 
Decorative elements: incipit page (fol. 5r)
Marginal dots: none
SCRIPTS: serto; Latin: fol. 2r, 2v, 77v; Arabic: e.g. fol. 1r, 3r, 84r
STATE OF PRESERVATION: Fol. 4-6 are detached; the manuscript is in a stable condition with

slight problems of  damage.

3

SOP 522, fol. 5r: upper half  of  the decorated incipit page
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