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Summer 2026 Open Houses

July 22, 2026

Time: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Location: Ainsworth Community Building
606 East 4th Street
Ainsworth, NE

1-888-677-3412

@nebraskapublicpowerdistrict

@nebraska_public_power

@NPPDnews

Nebraska Public Power District

Time: 4 p.m.-7p.m.

Location: Rock County Community Center
308 East Highway 20
Bassett, NE
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Nebraska Public Power District

Always there when you need us

Ainsworth Wind-Bassett

115kV Transmission Line Project

Project Update
May 2026

First Round of Open House
Meetings Completed

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) recently hosted
two public open houses, in Ainsworth and Bassett, to
introduce and gather input on the planned
Ainsworth-Bassett 115,000-kilovolt (115kV)
transmission line. The feedback received during these
meetings will be instrumental in determining the route of
the transmission line.

Public Input Contributes to
the Routing Process

NPPD appreciates those who attended the open houses
or provided comments through the virtual open house.
NPPD’s Project Manager Daniel Weyer extended his
gratitude to attendees and emphasized the importance
of their comments. He said the feedback received will
play an important role in the routing process.

“The information we receive from landowners about their
properties is significant to the transmission line routing
process,” he said. “The feedback about the current use
of the land, as well as future plans for the land, will help
determine the most suitable line route.”

NPPD Project Managers Daniel Weyer and
Jason Hofer conversing with landowners.

Project Overview

The project consists of routing and siting a new 115kV
transmission line from NPPD’s existing Ainsworth Wind
Substation located south of Ainsworth to the existing
Bassett Substation located south of Bassett.

Need and Benefits

Provide enhanced reliability and resiliency
for NPPD customers

Provide for a transmission path in north
central Nebraska to serve future projected
loads in the area

Address local area contingency events to
support voltage levels from Ainsworth -
Bassett - O’Neill

Meet projected reliability needs identified by
the Southwest Power Pool Integrated
Transmission Plan

Provide the most effective transmission
alternative to meet the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation reliability standards in
this area




Public Feedback Will Help Determine Line Route

The project team is reviewing comments collected at
the open houses and feedback submitted via mail,
phone line, and the project website. All comments
contribute to the routing process.

Transmission line routing involves trade-offs between
different factors known as routing criteria. At the
in-person open house, NPPD asked attendees to
identify the top three criteria they believe the team
should prioritize when determining the transmission
line route should prioritize when determining the
transmission line route.

“This activity provides valuable insights into the
landowners’ preferences, which help us better route
the transmission line,” said Project Manager Daniel
Weyer.

The attendees prioritized residences/homes,
wetlands/waterways, agriculture, and irrigation/pivots
as the top criteria. Find complete results in the table
to the right.

The project team holds a session to discuss routing criteria.

Typical Structures

115kV Single-Pole

wood or steel structure

Businesses

Cemetaries o0
Commercial/Industry
New/Plotted Developments
Residences/Homes 0000000000000000000000000
Places of Worship

Agriculture 0000000000000

Schools

Parks and Recreation

Floodplains o

Wooded Areas 0000000

Wetlands/Waterways 00000000000000000000
Conservation Areas [ 1]

Federal & State Lands

Historic & Archaeological Sites

Threatened & Endangered Species 000
Airports

Railroads

Irrigation/Pivots 00000000000000
Wells 00000000

Existing Infrastructure

Site Topography [ I )

Constructability [ )

Highways [ 1)

Structures (Other)
Existing/Planned Utilities 000

Cost

115kV H-Frame

wood structure

Next Steps

Based upon field review, public comments, as well as
engineering and environmental discussions, the project
team will identify alternative line routes and a preferred
line route that will be presented to the public at the next
open houses, tentatively scheduled for July 22, 2026 at
the Ainsworth Community Building and at the Rock
County Community Center in Bassett. Invitations will be
sent for these meetings.

PHASE 1 PHASE 2
SPRING 2026 SPRING-SUMMER 2026
- |dentify study area - Identify preferred route

- Public Open House 1 and alternatives

- Public Open House 2

The public meetings provide an opportunity for
landowners to share feedback on the routes and is
another opportunity for landowners to provide
information about their current and future use of their
property, if they have not done so, as this information is
critical to the line routing process.

PHASE 3
FALL 2026-SUMMER 2027

PHASE 4
SUMMER 2027-FALL 2029

- Identify proposed route
- Public hearing
- Announce final route

-Easement acquisition
-Engineering/Procurement
-Construction/Restoration

WE ARE HERE

Project Study Area
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