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From the CEO 
and Board of Trustees
If 2025 could be summed up in a word, it would be “coexistence.” It was the theme of 
this year’s conservation campaign, as well as a core pillar of the Zoo’s Conservation Plan, 
launched in early 2025. Coexistence evokes interdependence, community, and mutual 
respect between animals and the people who live alongside them.  

You can see these threads in Oakland Zoo’s work highlighted in this Impact Report. Read 
about three orphaned mountain lion cubs—Thistle, Fern and Spruce—who were rescued 
with assistance from Portola Valley community members, found shelter at the Zoo, and 
later their forever homes. You’ll meet Sven, an extraordinary goat and his dedicated 
keepers, who are pioneering new ways of elevating animals’ wellbeing. You’ll also see 
some beautiful reflections from our Blackfeet Nation partners about what iinnii (bison) 
mean to them and their people, and how the Zoo is continuing to repatriate bison to 
their ancestral lands. And finally, learn about (and consider enrolling yourself!) in the 
Zoo’s CalNaturalist courses which are training cohorts of nature stewards, and more.  

While Zoo staff and volunteers work every day to support the wellbeing of animals and 
inspire others to do so, we are also looking ahead at the Zoo’s long-range campus plan. 
As we grieve the recent loss of a champion for the natural world, Dr. Jane Goodall, among 
other leading animal advocates, it is incumbent upon Oakland Zoo to build upon her 
legacy, lessons, and leadership so that our local and global communities thrive. 

With our thanks to you, we proudly present this Impact Report sharing the work you help 
make possible. Donors and community members like you are essential to our work of 
building toward a flourishing planet where people and wildlife thrive together. We hope 
you will stay engaged, continue your support, and visit us at Oakland Zoo.  

With boundless thanks,
Nik Dehejia
Chief Executive Officer

Elogeanne O.M. Grossman
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees

Patrick Sherwood
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees 

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around 
you. What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference 
you want to make.

- Dr. Jane Goodall, primatologist, conservationist & humanitarian
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Fiscal Year 2025

BY THE NUMBERS
Animal Care

23 
Animals

rescued and have 
improved welfare

1,000 
Yellow-legged Frogs

treated for chytrid fungus 
and released since 2015

5 
Bison

    born this year.
    46th born 
    since 2018

3 
Mountain Lions

rescued and rehabilitated, 
30th since 2012

28 
Births

at Oakland Zoo

16 
Species

with new collectable 
Zoo trading cards 

highlighting coexistence

11 
Condors

examined and treated 
on site. 40 vaccinated 

in the field

1.3k 
Rabbits
vaccinated 
since 2020

81k 
Volunteer 

Hours
from 638 year-round 

volunteers

55 
Companies

matched donations

2.8k 
Donors
made gifts 
this year

538k 
Invested

in conservation
initiatives globally

250
Fuel-efficient

stoves
built in Uganda to protect 

forested habitats

950k 
Guests
hosted at 

Oakland Zoo

1.6k 
ZooCampers
developed a love for 
wildlife. 74 received 

finanical aid

58k 
Guests

received free
access to 

Oakland Zoo

27k 
Member 

Households

5.5k 
Guests

visited on 5/26/25, the 
busiest day of the year

5k
Visitors

to the Kasenyi Community 
Nature Center in Uganda 
to learn about by wildlife

100 
Delegates

at the 3-day Advancing 
Bear Care Conference 

hosted by Oakland Zoo

30 
Stations

educating the public
through hands on 
biodiscovery facts

7 
Awards
received by 

Oakland Zoo

Learning & Engagement Global Impact

Our Guests

Supporters & Recognition

Community

46 
Graduates
of Oakland Zoo 

taught UC partner 
courses

30k 
Guests

deepened their 
understanding of 

wildlife at an Animal 
Highlight

12k 
Guests

engaged with animals 
in a close up pathway 

animal encounter
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New Arrivals at Oakland Zoo

Briar’s forever home  
Briar was a four-week-old mountain 
lion kitten when he was rescued in 
August 2024 (you may remember him 
from last year’s Impact Report). After 
being cared for in the Zoo’s Wayne and 
Gladys Valley Veterinary Hospital, Briar 
moved to the mountain lion “head start” 
space at California Trail, where he had 
a larger habitat to explore and could 
interact through fencelines with resident 
mountain lions Coloma and Silverado. 
Briar settled in so well that he will remain 
at Oakland Zoo as a permanent resident. 

RESCUES*
1	 Asian Forest Scorpion
2	 Black-Handed Spider Monkey
1	 California Kingsnake
6	 Chaco Golden Knee Tarantula
2	 Mexican Box Turtle
3	 Mountain Lion
3	 Northwestern Pond Turtle
1	 Red-eared Slider Turtle
1	 Rosy Boa
1	 Three-Toed Box Turtle
2	 Yucatan Box Turtle

WILDLIFE RECOVERY
49	 Foothill  Yellow-legged Frog
82	 Mountain Yellow-legged Frog
151	 Sierra Nevada Yellow-legged Frog

Siamang “sisters”  

Sid, the Zoo’s nine-year-old female siamang, lost her companion Hahnumahn in May 2025. 
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and the siamang Species Survival Plan (SSP) 
recommended Raya as a new companion for Sid.   

Raya (pronounced Rye-uh) is an orphaned two-year-old female. Sid, meanwhile, had never 
had offspring of her own. Although their histories made this pairing unusual, Oakland Zoo 
and AZA/SSP were hopeful about their future together. After a slow introductory period, the 
two have bonded well. Sid is patient and receptive to her new companion Raya, and Raya is 
learning to respect boundaries and follow her older “sister” Sid’s cues. They have also been 
seen wrestling and grooming each other, both positive signs!  

Warthog brothers  
Welcome to Zuva and Nahari, four-month-old 
warthog brothers! They came to Oakland Zoo as 
part of the Species Survival Plan, whose warthog 
population currently has very few males. 
Eventually, the Zoo plans for a female warthog 
to join Zuva and Nahari, to breed and help bring 
new genetics into the population and improve 
sustainability for the species. 

Animal Care, Wellbeing & Rescue

Sid and her new companion Raya

BIRTHS
5	 American Bison
50	 Giant Prickly Stick Insect
85	 Golden Silk Spider
9	 Green Anole
1	 Hamadryas Baboon
1	 Klipspringer
5	 Pacific Pond Turtle
1	 Slender-Tailed Meerkat
1	 Southern Pudu
1	 Spotted Turtle
160	 Two-spotted Assassin Bug

NEW ARRIVALS
2	 African Spoonbill
5	 Chaco Golden Knee Tarantula
1	 Cotton-Top Tamarin
4	 Cuban Red Scorpion
18	 Giant African Millipede
9	 Golden Poison Dart Frog
1	 Hamerkop
12	 Malaysian Dead-Leaf Mantis
20	 Pink Orchid Mantis
1	 Siamang
2	 Warthog

*Due to legal investigations, not all rescues are disclosed.

Briar in his new home

A warthog welcome
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Animal Care, Wellbeing & Rescue

Cougar Kitten Triplets Find 
New Forever Homes 
Oakland Zoo’s 30th cougar rescue since 2012 
In January 2025, Portola Valley residents noticed three mountain lion kittens wandering 
through their neighborhood. A couple weeks earlier, the neighbors had also reported a 
female mountain lion killed by a driver less than a quarter-mile from where the kittens 
were spotted. The community reached out to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW), who picked up the kittens and brought them to the Zoo’s Wayne and Gladys Valley 
Veterinary Hospital. The kittens were in good health, but thin and hungry. Keepers named 
the kittens Spruce, Thistle, and Fern.  

The kittens were around three months old. Since mountain lions live with and learn from 
their mothers for up to two years, these kittens could never be safely released back into 

the wild. Keepers could care for them, but 
they could never teach them how to survive. 
After the kittens were restored to good health, 
the next step was to find them permanent 
homes. Oakland Zoo got to work with CDFW 
to find AZA-accredited zoos with appropriate 
environments and companion cats. 

That is how Spruce was eventually matched 
with a female rescue cub named Juniper at 
the Birmingham Zoo, who had been alone for 
months. Juniper and Spruce are close in age, 
and soon after being introduced, the two could 
be seen cuddling, playing, and chirping. Angela 
Gibson, Oakland Zoo’s Zoological Manager for 
California Trail, accompanied Spruce on his 
trip to Alabama and recalls that “they were like 
instant buddies, and it brought Juniper out of       
her shell.” 

As for Fern and Thistle, they’ve found a 
home in Phoenix Zoo’s new habitat, Big 
Cats of Arizona, a naturalistic and enriching 
environment tailored to their needs. (In the 
wild, kitten siblings eventually part ways 
to establish their own territories, so their 
separation aligns with what would happen to 
them in the wild.) 

Caring for mountain lions is expensive: 
depending on its health upon intake, the 
average cost is roughly $18,000 monthly per 
cub in veterinary and animal care, which is 
generously supported by our community. In 
2012 Oakland Zoo led the creation of BACAT 

(Bay Area Cougar Action Team); through this 
alliance, the Zoo has rescued and rehabilitated 
30 mountain lions that were victims of 
human-wildlife conflicts or wildfires. In a 
perfect world, the organization wouldn’t be 
necessary: Angela emphasizes that the Zoo’s 
education work is just as important for saving 
mountain lions. “It’s actually critical to have 
mountain lions in our ecosystem,” she says. “If 
we help people understand how our actions 
impact these animals, we can coexist in our 
overlapping habitats.”  

“As we continue to thrive as a species, it is essential for coexistence that we also take 
action to ensure the survival of others. Now more than ever, we must continually 
advocate for establishing wildlife corridors, such as the recent overpass in Los Angeles, 
to maintain the biodiversity of our Golden State.

- Nik Dehejia, CEO of Oakland Zoo

Rescued Mountain Lion cub, Spruce 

9

Rescued Mountain Lion cubs, Thistle and Fern 
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Animal Care, Wellbeing & Rescue

How Oakland Zoo Builds Trust 
Through Training Innovation 
Constructional Approach expands choice 
and cooperation

At first glance, it’s hard to imagine negotiating 
with Sven, a 250-pound Alpine goat with 
impressive horns. Sven arrived at Oakland Zoo 
at seven months old, having been raised with 
humans and a dog as companions. Without the 
social skills to interact with other goats, Sven

displayed aggressive behaviors toward keepers 
and herd mates. His care team wanted a better 
way forward. 

They turned to the Constructional Approach, 
an evidence-based training framework that 
emphasizes building desirable behaviors 
rather than eliminating unwanted ones. 
This method complements Oakland Zoo’s 
long-standing commitment to positive 
reinforcement and relationship-based training, 
adding tools that deepen welfare outcomes 
and foster cooperation. 

Traditional positive reinforcement training 
focuses on rewarding desired behaviors to 
build trust and confidence. The Constructional 
Approach builds on these principles by 
analyzing contingencies and creating multiple 
pathways for animals to access reinforcement 
- what behavioral scientists call “degrees of 
freedom.” This means animals have genuine 
choices, not just a single route to success. As 
Keeper Kyle Hetzel explains, “It became more 
of a conversation.” 

For Sven, that conversation started by 
reinforcing calm behaviors at a distance, 
gradually shaping a repertoire of responses 
that allowed him to thrive in social settings 
and participate in his own care. Today, Sven 
willingly engages in medical procedures that 
once would have required restraint. “If we 

Sven choosing to train with Keeper Kyle

respect them when they say no, they say yes 
more often,” Kyle says. 

This approach isn’t limited to goats. Oakland 
Zoo applies constructional principles across 
species: from giraffes learning to lean in for 
exams, to big cats choosing injection sites, to 
rescued parrots overcoming fear of caregivers. 
These strategies align with the Zoo’s welfare 
mission: every interaction should be positive, 
reinforcing, and confidence-building. 

The impact extends beyond the Zoo. 
Kyle’s work has inspired professionals in 
human behavior fields, including educators 
supporting nonverbal children. One attendee 

at a recent conference shared that applying 
constructional principles helped a child 
voluntarily trim his nails for the first time in 
years. 

By integrating the Constructional Approach 
alongside traditional methods, Oakland 
Zoo demonstrates that innovation and 
compassion go hand in hand. This evidence-
based framework doesn’t replace existing 
practices, it enhances them, offering animals 
more agency and keepers more effective 
tools. The result? Stronger relationships, 
improved welfare, and a future where every 
animal has meaningful choices.

Sven, resident Alpine goat10
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Feathered Influencers, 
Furred Engineers 
Rebranding our relationship with animal neighbors
Think you know what a typical Bay Area creative looks like? Do you picture a bushy tail 
and a tendency to howl? You might not think of a coyote this way, but this California native 
is intelligent, adaptable, and resourceful. As human populations expand further into wild 
spaces, the need for understanding and empathy is more important than ever. Oakland 
Zoo’s 2025 coexistence campaign highlighted the ways in which we can take small actions 
in our daily lives to safely share the space around our homes and communities with our 
wild neighbors. 

Adrienne Mrsny, Conservation Manager at Oakland Zoo, says, “In the city of Oakland, a lot 
of people live in urban spaces and apartments. You might not notice the wildlife around 
you and might not even recognize that wildlife is just trying to survive in this area we’re 
all sharing.” Human-wildlife conflict shows up as a raccoon making a mess of your trash, a 
coyote injuring a pet, or a bear breaking into a home for food. By understanding why this 
wildlife is drawn to these populated areas, we can make adjustments that keep them wild 
and not reliant on humans for food, which, in turn, makes coexistence easier.

You can take action today! Scan the QR code to download printable flyers 
about simple strategies to coexist with animal neighbors. And while you’re 
there, take a quiz to see which of the five animal archetypes you are! 
oaklandzoo.org/coexist 

Let Bears Wreck This Tent, 
Not Yours
Oakland Zoo’s bears educate the public on 
being “bear aware” 
It’s one thing to see signs to be “Bear 
Aware”—and it’s a whole other thing to see 
what happens if you ignore them. The first 
Sunday in June, the Zoo puts its own spin 
on National Black Bear Day with help from 
Stanislaus National Forest rangers. Staff set 
up an entire campsite at the Zoo, with tents, 
a picnic blanket, coolers of food, and even a 
marshmallow station. Then the three black 
bears go to town. They rifle through coolers, 
crush tables, and take apart a tent in their 
search for snacks. It’s a stark reminder that 
the bears are clever and very strong.

The American black bear is the most 
commonly found bear in North America 
(and they come in many shades of brown, 
grey and black). Their curiosity makes them 
skilled foragers, and they are omnivores 
(hence the nickname ‘The Foodie’ in the Zoo’s 

coexistence campaign). Many human-bear 
conflicts can be avoided by properly stowing 
food and trash bins. 

In fact, the Zoo’s bears were rescued following 
one such conflict. The mother, Cambria, had 
entered a neighborhood home by way of an 
unsecured entrance, searching for food for 
her three cubs. When the homeowner tried 
to chase the bears out, Cambria swiped at 
her and caused an injury. Policy dictated 
that Cambria should be euthanized after 
the incident. But Oakland Zoo worked with 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
rescue Cambria and her 3 cubs (one has since 
passed), and house them at California Trail. 
Now the family’s yearly campsite demolition 
serves as both entertainment and education 
about what being Bear Aware really means. 

Bears exploring mock “campsite” on Black Bear Day

Inspiring Action for the Planet

12 13

https://www.oaklandzoo.org/coexist-with-wildlife  
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Close Encounters with Animals
Oakland Zoo evolves the ambassador animal program 
Have you ever encountered Oxido, the blue-tongued skink, on your Zoo visits? What about 
his fellow ambassador animals, like Turtinsky, the box turtle, or Timmy, the pacific gopher 
snake? These animals are hard-working members of the Zoo team: handlers take them around 
the Zoo during visiting hours and bring them out for kids at ZooCamp and during ZooMobile 
programs. Seeing the animals up close and getting a better sense of their unique personalities 
helps people build empathy for animals. 

The most common way to present the animals was by holding them—but this limited their 
natural behaviors and could be stressful for the animals. So, the Zoo made some changes. For 
example, Kely, a lesser hedgehog tenrec, now goes into his maze and gets fed tasty bugs, takes 
sand baths, and sometimes even naps. It’s a big change for Kely, who was sometimes stressed 
when being held. Now he, and other ambassador animals, get more choice in how (and even 
whether) they want to participate in the program. And as for the guests, they love observing 
the hedgehog in motion. 

There’s a growing crew of invertebrate ambassadors, too. It’s a great opportunity to show 
guests the wonders of even less “charismatic” animals, like cockroaches! The new approach 
is working: 2025 was a record year, with 15,483 people encountering ambassador animals—
double the previous year. And whether they’re watching Kely use his nose to find bugs, or 
marveling at Madagascar hissing cockroaches, guests are discovering that empathy grows best 
when animals can just be themselves. 

California Trail Boardwalk 
Comes Alive 

Inspiring Action for the Planet

Bison chips bring the crowds
The California Trail is home to “animals that are relatable to us,” says Zoo Docent 
Richard. All it takes is asking, “Have you ever seen a bear at Tahoe?” and Zoo guests will 
enthusiastically swap stories.  

As dedicated volunteers since 2018, Richard and Janet Darriman wanted to deepen 
conversations with Zoo guests. Typically guests might encounter one or two docents’ carts 
along the Trail, displaying biofacts or other materials to look at. Was there a way to make 
the experience more immersive? 

The first California Trail Discovery Experience happened almost by accident: docents set 
up a row of carts side-by-side in the Steve and Jackie Kane California Condor Aviary to 
provide shelter on a freezing day. The gathering soon warmed up from the press of kids 
and adults. With Martie Smith from Volunteer Services, and with the other docents, Janet 
and Richard refined this idea.  

The event now runs monthly, with six or more stations, 
giving guests a chance to continue the conversation as 
they follow the boardwalk. There’s camaraderie for 
docents, and always someone else to check in 
with for a tricky question. And guests love it, 
too. There are activities for kids, like a track-
matching game and a wildlife-crossing 
construction activity. Guests can touch 
bison wool, and, in a surprisingly popular 
exhibit, get up close to some bison 
“chips”– dried bison poop, that is. This 
opens conversations about how bison 
are an integral part of their ecosystem, 
and their importance to Native 
communities like the Blackfeet Tribe. 

Through hands-on discovery and 
storytelling, docents are helping 
connect guests to the wildlife at 
California Trail in a new way. 

Ambassador Roufus with Eunice
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Seeing Their Backyards 
with New Eyes 

Inspiring Action for the Planet

Inspiring future community and climate stewards  

Just one course at Oakland Zoo can inspire 
lifelong stewardship of the natural world. 
Ashley Samura, a Senior Program Manager 
at the Zoo, brings the Zoo’s “Taking Action 
For Wildlife” ethos out into the community 
through two courses: the California Naturalist 
Certification that focuses on local watersheds, 
and the UC Climate Stewards Certification 
Course. The course combines conservation of 
native flora and fauna, environmental justice, 
and community stewardship.

Students range from high schoolers to 
retirees, and they take the course for a myriad 
of reasons: they want to volunteer in their 
community, they are looking for a career 
change, or they are young people looking to 
study biology or the environment. 

Ashley says that she loves getting people out 
to “spaces that are right here that they’ve 
never been to.” They also visit popular parks 
like Chabot, but with a unique viewpoint that 

makes her students see 
it in a new way. Because 
the students are largely 
local and exploring local 
ecosystems, the course helps 
them uncover new layers of 
meaning and engagement in 
their own communities. 

At the end of each course, each student 
creates a stewardship project: helping 
a community garden apply for grants, 
conducting tree surveys, creating art, or 
organizing invasive weed removals. The 
projects are as unique as the students, like the 
one by Sister Nova of San Francisco’s Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence, who used social media 
to take action on climate change through 
neighborhood clean-ups. Last year, students 
put in 700+ service hours during their courses, 
and as newly certified stewards, they’re just 
getting started. 

PR Hot Seat: An Interactive 
Crisis Communication Panel 
AZA Annual Conference, Tampa

Paying for Passion: 
Compensation Strategies in 
a High-Cost World (part of 
“Adapting to the Future: Climate 
Change, Compensation, and AI 
Trends”)  
AZA Annual Conference, Tampa

“Let’s Do Something We’re 
Proud Of”: How Engaging Our 
Staff in AZA Accreditation 
Changed Our Culture & 
Operations 
AZA Annual Conference, Tampa

Challenges and Opportunities in 
Understudied Species Research: 
An AZA Survey on Reptiles and 
Amphibians 
International Symposium on 
Zoo Animal Welfare, Chicago

Exploring the Gut Microbiota 
Shifts in a Population of Zoo-
Housed Hamadryas Baboons 
(Papio hamadryas) 
Exotics Conference, Seattle

Previous Exposure to a Fungal 
Pathogen and its Effect on 
Thermal Preference and Survival 
in an Endangered Frog Species
National Science Foundation

The Future of Ambassador 
Animal Care: A Holistic 
Approach to Welfare with 
Welfare Assessments and 
Nonlinear Analysis
International Symposium on 
Zoo Animal Welfare, Chicago

Research Contributions
19 PRESENTATIONS

Antibody Response of Endangered 
Riparian Brush Rabbits to 
Vaccination Against Rabbit 
Hemorrhagic Disease Virus 2
International Conference of the 
Wildlife Disease Association 
Victoria, BC

Application of Matrices 
Detriot Zoo

BCG Placement Considerations
International Assoc. for Bear 
Research & Management 
Conference, Edmonton, AB

Bear Placement Considerations 
BearCare Group, Virtual

Bear Seasonality
AZA Bear Taxon Advisory Group

Case Studies 
Bear Care Group Conference, 
Oakland

Effects of Immune Priming on 
Temperature Preference & Survival 
in an Endangered Frog Species 
International Congress for 
Conservation Biology, Brisbane, AU

Innovations in Private Sector 
Leadership Roundtable: NGO-led 
Restoration Innovations
North American Bison Symposium, 
Loveland

Mitigating Rabbit Hemorrhagic 
Disease Virus Impacts and 
Monitoring Population Trends for 
Endangered Riparian Brush Rabbits 
in California’s Central Valley
International Conference of the 
Wildlife Disease Association, 
Victoria, BC

Looking Out for the Little Guys: 
Caring for Pigeons, Doves, and 
Songbirds
USDA Avian Enrichment Welfare 
Symposium, Virtual

These scientific presentations, 
posters, and panels were made 
possible by Oakland Zoo staff.

Oakland Zoo: Northern 
California Condor Recovery 
Program History, Status 2025
WAAM/AEMC Wildlife & Exotic 
Animal Symposium, UC Davis

Oakland Zoo’s Mountain Lion 
Program 
Big Cat Sanctuary Alliance, 
Sacramento

Petting Yard of the Future  
ABMA Behavior Month, Virtual

Placement  
Bear Care Group Conference, 
Oakland

Seasonality  
Bear Care Group Conference, 
Oakland

The Constructional Approach 
in Enhancing Welfare Across All 
Species
International Symposium on 
Zoo Animal Welfare, Chicago

The importance of individual 
validation of blood pressure 
readings using a finger cuff in 
anesthetized chimpanzees (Pan 
troglodytes)
Association of Zoo Veterinary 
Technicians, Oklahoma City

Western Pond Turtle Program at 
Oakland Zoo: Past, Present, and 
Future
Northwestern Pond Turtle 
Symposium, Oakland

Dynamic Experiences with 
Dynamic Pricing 
AZA Annual Conference, Tampa

Youth Advocacy: Building 
Pathways for the Next Generation 
of Zoo & Aquarium Leaders 
AZA Annual Conference, Tampa

4 PANEL
PRESENTATIONS

5 POSTERS 
PRESENTATIONS

Climate Stewards’ class 1716
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Deepened Conservation Impact

“It’s this beautiful migration from Oakland, to Browning Montana ... There is something 
about this sacred spiral that has connected all of the work that has happened here 
in Oakland to care for the animals and then to bring them home, to Blackfoot, where 
they will grow up and contribute to the work of restoring buffalo across the [Blackfoot] 
confederacy is really powerful.

- Cristina Mormorunni, Co-founder and Executive Director - Indigenous Led

Today, less than 20,000 bison range freely. 
That’s a fraction of the estimated 30-60 
million-strong bison population before sport 
hunting and mass slaughter in the late 1800s 
nearly wiped them out for good. (The total 
bison population stands at around 450,000 
though many of these bison have been cross-
bred with cattle.) 

Without this keystone species, the prairie 
couldn’t thrive as a living ecosystem of grasses, 
insects, birds, and people. But the loss was 
spiritual as well as ecological: without bison, 
the Blackfeet people lost a lifeline of their 
culture. “One the elders shared with me: until 
the buffalo come back, the culture can’t come 
back,” says Cristina Mormorunni, the Executive 
Director of Indigenous Led, an organization 
leading the bison repatriation work. 

It’s been a decade since the American bison 
was named the United States’ national 
mammal. In that time, Oakland Zoo has 
brought 38 calves to Montana. The growing 
herd roams freely at the foot of Ninaistako 
(Chief Mountain), a place sacred to the 
Blackfeet people. The end-goal, termed the 
Iinnii Initiative by the Blackfeet Nation (“iinnii” 
being the Blackfeet word for buffalo), is to 
restore a herd of a few thousand bison living in 
an open range setting on Blackfeet tribal land, 
Glacier National Park & Waterton National Park. 

This summer, a team from Oakland Zoo 
(including CEO Nik Dehejia) was honored to be 

invited to the annual Iinnii Days in Montana. It 
was a weeklong celebration filled with stories 
and knowledge sharing from elders, dancing, 
music, games, and food, all celebrating the 
importance of bison to the Blackfeet Nation. 
In the words of Sara Little Bear, the Youth 
Programs Coordinator at Indigenous Led, 
“Bison are our source of life.” 

The Great Return of the Iinnii  
Bison born at Oakland Zoo roam on Blackfeet 
land in Montana

“The buffalo have a real power. Not only healing for us, but for our lands.” 
	 -Ervin Carlson, Co-Founder of Indigenous Led 

You may not notice it from the Bison Overlook, but the bison herd at Oakland Zoo changes 
year to year. In 2016, Oakland Zoo first started working with Blackfeet leaders who wanted to 
repatriate bison to their ancestral homeland. This partnership launched an outbreeding and 
release program, with bison brought over from Elk Island National Park in Canada to Oakland for 
breeding. Once the young bison calves are old enough, they (and their mothers) are returned to 
the Blackfeet tribal lands on the Two Medicine River in Browning, Montana. 

American bison returned to their ancestral homeland

19
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Oakland Zoo Leadership
Nik Dehejia
Chief Executive Officer

Board of Trustees
Elogeanne O. M. 
Grossman
Co-chair

Patrick Sherwood
Co-chair

Marv Friedman
Secretary

Steve McCann
Treasurer

Fiona Tang
Vice Chair

Michael Boland
Michael Bruck
Jim Cavalieri
Jennifer Esmeralda 
Delany
Mittie Grigsby
Brian Hughes
Cathy Langridge
Liz Ludwig
Jeffrey R. Marshall

Denise Ramsey
Peter Ross
Aarti Sabhlok
Shana Simmons
Jan Stevens
Cynthia Stoddard

Amy Tharpe Peterson

Fiscal Year 2025
Financial Overview
Operating Support and Revenue

Financials Leadership

 Admission 13,905,173 

 Concession 3,925,003 

 Membership 5,349,272 

 Investment Income 690,984 

 Contributions 7,386,857

       Satisfaction of Restricted Gifts 766,763 

 Government Funding 2,283,551 

 Learning & Engagement Program Fees 959,776 

 Sponsorship & Other Revenue 125,409

 Total Revenue 34,626,024

Operating and Program Expenses
 Park Operations  11,530,980 

 Animal Care, Conservation & Research  9,288,243 

     Veterinary Hospital  1,582,938 

 Administration and Marketing  8,019,004 

 Learning and Engagement  2,205,170 

 Fundraising  1,015,275

 Total Expense without Depreciation  32,058,672 

 Depreciation Expense  4,006,356 

Total Expense 36,065,028

Financial overview is based on unaudited financials. Oakland Zoo posts all audited financials once completed at oaklandzoo.org.
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Individual Donors & 
Friends of the Wild
$1,000,000 & ABOVE
Anonymous
Estate of Elaine Lee

$100,000 & ABOVE
Anonymous
CesTRA Butner Family Foundation
Estate of Katherine Moore
Estate of Antoinette Sousa

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Wai & Glenda Chang
Donald Colberg
Jim & Cynthia Hebert
Carol McCullough
James & Sally Scapa Family 
	 Foundation
Karen & Bret Taylor

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous (2)
Hirni & Tarang Amin
Jan & Chris Bono
Susan & Jim Cavalieri
Estate of George L. Hottle
KHR McNeely Family Fund
Muriel H.C. Ong
Jerry Rivera
Hort Shapiro & Jeanette Ritchie
Patricia Smith
Peter Solvik & Becky Christian
Marene Sorgen

$10,000 TO $24,999 
Anonymous (4)
Patricia & John Adams
Isabel Allen & Jeffrey Seaman
Wayne & Kimberly Anderson
Carrie & Kelly Barlow
Tom & Diane Bennett
Carla Betts
Bill & Krista Brooks
Diana & Howard Bujtor
Karen Caldwell & David Pigg
Steven & Karin Chase
Elizabeth Chiang & Lawrence Kuo
Nicole Concepcion & Joe Hankin
Eve Conner
Gabriel Cotero
Laura Culkin
Kent Cummings & Lynn Davidian
Rhonda & Beau Davidson
Lois De Domenico
Jennifer Delaney
Sara Ennor & Jim Vlantis
Anne & Russell Fernald
Louise Franco
Pete & Elaine Geffen
Theodore Goldstein & 
	 Jessica Bernhardt
Elogeanne O.M. & Gene J. Grossman
Hatti Hamlin & Jim Finefrock
Judy Heymann Kazan & 
	 Steven Kazan
Carolyn Higgins
Susan & William Hurrell
Bryn Imagire
Katherine Katcher & Loren Lewallen

Cathy Langridge
Nick & Courtney Leader
Patrick & Melinda Leary
Cynthia & Eric Lissol
George & Trudie Mathiesen
Steven & Alita McCann
Judith Ann Mendelsohn
Norman & Janet Pease
Dick & Suzie Rahl
Jesse & Veronica Rainin
Cheryl & Vincent Resh
Robin & Jake Reynolds
Richard & Nancy Robbins
Patrick & Tracey Sherwood
David & Lelia Shunick
Cynthia & Thomas Stoddard
Ann C. Taylor
Marie Violet

$5,000 TO $9,999 
Anonymous (4)
Seena Alenick-Clark
Jean Armstrong
Alane Baca
Bill Barron
David Berger
Thomas & Sharon Bjornson
Janice & Harold Borkowski
Dale & Tami Breen
Michael & Carolyn Bruck
Michael Bush & Melba Wu
Marc & Linda Carrasco
Benjamin & Katherine Chuba
Brenda L. Cipriano
Nancy Clark & Del Chandler
Anne Clarke
Barbara Cohen
Conley Family Limited Partnership
Shirley Crawford
Beth DeAtley
Arik & Derya Devens
Eleanor DuVivier Dunn
Jean Durham
Carol & Chris Espinosa
Starr Fenn
Deborah Finney & Joseph Conley

Patricia Fong
Marvin & Susan Friedman
Fred & Diane Frye
Joseph & Madeleine Gerdes
Beverly & Marty Glick
Mittie Grigsby
Maggie & Christopher Harmon
Joyce Hicks & Eric Behrens
Rose Huie
Sharon & Michael Jacques
Ann Johnson
Jim & May Johnston
Kathleen Kelleher
Julianne Booth Knell
Marilyn Krieger
Stephanie Kung & Matt Schefer
Bill & Jeanne Landreth
Sabrina & Peter Landreth
William & Jennifer Lavis
Patricia Leicher
Jacqueline & Stephen LoPresti
James Lovell & Adelle Treakle
Alfred & Michelle Mammini
Carolyn & Richard McFarland
Cynthia McLaughlin
Judy & Gene Miller
Pamela & David Mintzer
Zina Mirsky
Jeffrey Moad & 
	 Patricia Moad Tokunaga
The Mulvaney Family
Dawn Newton & Larry Chen
Irene Ommert
David Osborn & Julie Morgan
Anna Pon & Raymond Kwong
Simon & Sophia Rabe-Hesketh
Angelika & Todd Radermacher
Nico & Marie Reed
Skip Rhodes
Gordon Robinson
Jake Marie Rose
Vanessa & Glen Ryan
Leslie Schilling
Kathryn & Charles Selvidge
Sally E. Shaver

Richard Sherratt
Nicholas & Cadrian Shortway
Martha Siegel & Adam Elesesser
Janet Stevens & Nadine Knutson
Cynthia Stuewe
Lora R. Tabor & Ronald A. Johnson
Fiona Tang & Ted Grubb
Bryant & Mary Ellen Tong
Karen Vahtra
Linda Veldhuizen
Ted Walker
Fong & Carolyn Wan
Donna & John Warnken-Brill
Richard & Catherine West
Norah & Jacob Woodsey

$2,500 TO $4,999
Anonymous (5)
Suzanne Ah-Tye & Don Tamaki
Wayne Ainsworth
Bob Akins
Darlene Alford
Ruthanne Allen-Hunt & John Hunt
Vincent Alvarado & Cami Vaughn
George & Marcia Argyris
Sarah & Rick Aten
Susan Atherton
Emily Bach & Thomas Moglia
Linda Barrett & Jim Faulkner
Karen & Stephen Beck
Rebecca & Kirk Bocek
John Bonsignore & Susan Opp
Carol Bruton
Karen Bullard
Elisabeth & John Callagy
Philip A. Charvet
Dian Weatherford Claunch
Lauryn Coit Ackley & Shyler Ackley
Thomas Cooney
Dennis DeDomenico & Sandra Brod
Elizabeth & John Delahaye
Eva Denes
Sebastian & Tanja DiGrande
Carol & Charles Diraimondo
Amanda & Pete Docter
Marguerite Durand

Steve & Judi Everhart
Natalie & Gregory Fair
Kathleen Faubion & Brian Zamora
Paul Francis
Howard Fuchs & Mary Rossi Fuchs
Carl Gagnon
Sandra & Matthew Gallagher
Bharadwaj Gopinath & Deepa Challa
Janet & Dennis Govan
Reyla Graber
Vicki Gutgesell
Catherine & James Handzel
Josh Hannah & Denise Yamamoto
Marc & Laura Harvey
Kristin & Brian Heller
Brenda Herrington
Beth & Joe Hurwich
Jim & Jennifer Jennings
Derry & Charlene Kabcenell
Deborah & Steven Kaminski
Mary Jill Kovacich & Brendan Head
Samantha & Nathan Kwan
Marianne Laouri
Maribeth Lewis & Visoth Chhiap
Carol Low
Leslie & Rory MacArthur
Richard Marcus
Karen Marlin
Elizabeth Martin & Walter Turner
Maureen Maziasz
The McLin Family Foundation
Gretchen Metzenberg
Dominique Monie
Jennifer Morris
Karen & Stephen Nicholls
Pamela & Thomas Orloff
Overaa Family
Ajitkumar & Saroj Pagedar
Karthi & Erik Parker
Jason Pelletier
Anne & Nathan Petrowsky
Laurel & Gerald Przybylski
Krishna Rajagopal
Denise M. Ramsey
Paul Renard

Donors
October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025

Every donation to Oakland Zoo contributes to our vision 
of a flourishing planet where people and wildlife thrive 
together. Thank you for your generosity.
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$2,500 TO $4,999 
Vince Rocha & Debbie Chernoff
Steven & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Aarti Sabhlok & Will McCollum
Melinda & Roy Samuelson
Steven & Mary Schneider
Alice Schwegman & 
	 Krishnamurthy Balachandran
Ariel Seeley
Bonita Shaw
Shana Simmons & Christopher Pope
Mary Ann Smith
Jeanie Sorensen
Heather & Corby Stead
David & Laurie Stevenson
Andrea & Patrick Sullivan
Thurston & Davina Takeda
Nikki Van Ausdall
Kathryn Vizas
Charlotte Wall
Secil & Geoff Watson
Sandra Welch
Suzanne & Robert Whelan
Shirley Woo & David Rosenfeld
Alyson Wood Illich
Mike & Joyce Woollems
Helen Jean Yoo & Anne Job
Jan Zaitlin

$1,000 TO $2,499
Anonymous (42)
Joyce Abe
Stacey Abram
Caroline J. Acker
Christina Adams & Isabelle Luebbers

Elizabeth Adams & Andrew Kibbey
Cynthia & Tom Adkisson
Adam Alpern
Richard Ambrosini
Jegan & Shannon Anandasakaran
Junhan & Yizhi Ang
Charlene Antal
Jessica Arizaga
Madelyn & Tom Arthur
Chloe Atkins
Terry & Barbara Atlas
Matthew Axworthy
Stacy Baar
Maureen Bagley & Dennis Doughty
Marilyn Bailey & David Pratt
Carol Baird & Alan Harper
William & Joanne Baker
Deborah Baldwin
Deborah & Daniel Bardon
Carey & Carrie Barnecut
Kathryn & Jeff Barnes
Kirsten Barrere
Savio Barretto
Marianne Bartel
Estate of Diane Bartoo
Chris & Laurie Bautista
Jessica Bazzini & Benji Delgadillo
Sara Becker
Helen Bedell
Brian Behlendorf
Lynn Berger
Jill Blakemore & Anne Branch
Victoria Blakeslee
Joan Bloom
David Bluestone
Melanie Blunschi & Brian Smith
Erick & Sarah Bogner
Margaret & Corwin Booth
Andrew Booty
Dianne Bostick
John Bowers & Linda Stevens
Mary Bowman
Tara Boyce
Robert C. Braddock, Jr.

Diane Brenum
Jane Britton
John Brorsen & Diane Egelston
Kathleen Brown
Kristen Brunson
Mary Brutocao & John Kemp
Kathryn Buoncristiani
Carol & Michael Burns
Estate of Ross & Lillian Cadenasso
Barbara Cahn
Helen Cake
Erica Calcagno
Adrienne Calomino
Jason Calvert
Ronald Camin
Merrie Jo & Randel Campbell
Adam Carlson
Margie Carrington
Christina Carson
Linda & Larry Carter
Bria & Matt Cartwright
Susan Casentini & Kyle Milligan
Richard & Tracey Cassard
Anthony Castellanos
Michelle Cataldo
Nicoline Chambers
Kwok & Lynda Chan
Lorraine & Lionel Chan
Ernest Chann
Stacey Charlton
Tasia & Courtney Chatman
Meeijiun Chen
Shih-Jeff Chen
Alicia Cheng
Homan Chiu
Christopher Chon & Sophia Kittler
Grace Chou & Nan Li
Arthur Chung
Ethan & Michelle Clapham
Alexandra Cloyes
Michael Cobler
Skylar & Peter Cohen
Frances B. Coit
Patricia Condran & William Harris

Barbara Conrad
Patricia Cornell
Nathan Cornwell
Susan M. Covert
Deborah Cowley
Michael S. & Denise E. Coyne
Susan Creighton
Holly & Michael Cuggino
Pamela Curtis
Julia Cutler & Pierre Lemieux
Lavina Daniels
Roy Dannan
Gail Davidson
Sharon Davidson
David Davis & Jo Ann Mills
Jenny & Eugene Davis
Laurel & Stuart Davis
Dr. Bo De Long-Cotty & Phil Cotty
Nick & Katie de Vries
Jacqueline DeCayette-Ramsingh & 
	 Frank Ramsingh
Kathleen & Edward Deenihan
Bryan & Maureen Deierling
Ann & Dave DeLuce
Debbie Dettmer
Elaine Deutsch
Heather Devine-Hardy & 
	 Matthew Hardy
Rebecca & Arthur D’Harlingue
Nancy & Hugh Ditzler
Stephen & Rachel DiVerdi
Joyce Dobbel & Carrie Binney
Christine Dobrushin
Roger W. Doering
Kathleen & Richard Draper
Jill & Bruce Dresser
Savio D’Souza

Robert & Patricia Duey
Tuny & Art Dunkley
David Durand & 
	 Gwendolyn Buchholz
Noel Dybdal
Anne Eagan
Misty & Eric Earley
Sandra Eichberg
Sarah & Eric Eisemon
Carol Elems
Lynda Ellingson
Erin & Matthew Ellinwood
Anne & Steven Ellis
Roberta & Mark Emerson
Kristen & Bruce Erway
Sandi Farrell
Amy Fauria
Richard Feller
Mary Jane Ferguson
Claudia Fernandes
Bettina Fernandez & Peter Towner
Jerri Fields
Nikola Filby
Anne Fiorito
Margaret Fisher
Victoria Flake
Sharon Flanagan & Patrick Galvin
Cindy Fong & Terry Lee
Andrea Fontana
Jennifer Forbes
Ruth & John Ford
Susan & Gary Forman
Stephen Foster
Emily Fox & Carlos Guestrin
Dena Fradette & Jamie Griffith
Charlotte & Robert French
Ilona Frieden & Mark Jacobson
J. E. Fritch
Janwyn & Jack Funamura
Harry & Mona Fung
Donnis Galvan
Jeanette Gancos
Juan Garay
Sumit Garg
Frido Garritsen & Shiow-Rong Lin

Alec Garza-Galindo & Stella Chay
Flora C. Gee
Patricia Gideon & 
	 Christopher Sharron
Elizabeth Gier
Gary Gieseker
Harry Gill
Denise & Keith Gillen
Evan Ginsburg & Anna Baxter
Cyndi Goddard
Alan & Barbara Goldenberg
Carol & Ronald Goldman
Ashley Goldsmith & Chris Cestaro
Evelyn & Juan Gonzalez
Marci Gottlieb & Reuven Glick
Christine Gouig
Eleanor & Aras Grakauskas
Anthony & LaVon Gray
Judy Jardim Greenhouse & 
	 Jeff Greenhouse
Keith Gress & Amy Peirce
Nancy Griffin
Julie Griffith
Thomas & Joan Grimes
Sharon & Stuart Gronningen
Charles & Ginger Guthrie
Marjorie Haggin
Kathleen Hall & Leslie Murdock
Patricia Hamilton
Bonnie Hamlin
Earl Hamlin
Kevin & Jean Harper
Ann & Matt Harren
Erik Harris & Gillian Chambers
Jeanne Harvey
Annemarie Hasnain
John & Sarah Hebda
Evelyn & Tom Heller
Sharon Hendee
Mary Henderson
Barbie Hendon
Tom & Elizabeth Henry
Christina & Gerald Hippe
Bonnie S. Ho
Robyn & Mike Hoffman

2.8k
DONORS
made gifts
this year 
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Joe Hollstein
Eric Hon & YingYing Dong
Anna & Kris Hong
Annie How
Phyllis & Ben Hsia
Alison & Christopher Hudson
Luke & Jessica Hughes
Parker Hume
Danielle & Alexander Hunt
The Hurley Family
Francisco Imai
Patricia Innes
Shane & Kimberly Jacksteit
Brad & Patty Jacob
Akshaya Jayaram
Jody & Luanne Jenkins-Adelberg
Kathryn & Eliot Jordan
Timothy Jordan & Swathi Nadindla
Diane & Anthony Justice
Judith Justice
Ron Kagan
Pascal & Nancy Kam
Jeanne & Frank Kaneko
Armin Karcher & Heike Feltes
Jenny Karkas
Bryan Kassing
Marianne Kearney-Brown
Michael & Audrey Kearns
Marilyn Kecso
Roxanne Kellam & Leslie Brandt
Matt Kellogg & Julia Kripke
Ellen Kelly
Craig & Judy Kelso
Barbara Kennedy
Katheryn Kenworthy & Paul Barale
Erin Kettwig
Judith & Joseph Kettwig
Jonathan Khazam & 
	 Holly Jacobs-Khazam
Rebecca Kidd
Claire M. Kilpatrick & Eric M. Boyd
Brian Kim & Cortney Jansen
Dongwoo Kim
Jae Kim & Chloe Kim
Chris Kirby

Dale Kirby
Katie & Christopher Knight
Diane Ko & Dan Pannell
Ellen Koch
Derek & Angela Konigsberg
Carl & Linda Koos
Lisa Krekorian
Patricia & Bruce Krevey
Julie & Tim Kruse
Eric Ku
Nick & Annis Kukulan
The Kung Family
Nicholas Kwaan
William Lam
Lindsay & Adam Lamanna
Mary LaMarche
Sharon Lamparter
Robert & Laura Lane
Michael Laufer & Carolyn Cahill
Chris & Sarah Lawton
Wayne Lazarus
David & Mari Lee
Sonya Lee
Carole Leita
Kevin Leong
Mitch Lerman
Lillian Lessler
Florence & Dean Leto
Spencer Leung & Cory Zhang
Nancy & William Levey
Daniel & Donna Levine
Mary Jane Levy
Tracie Liao
Marilyn Libresco
David Lidsky
Christina Limata
Jeff Lin & Tina Kuo
Susan Lindstrom
Francis Liu & Noelia Garcia
Ronald Locatelli & Susan Lee
Jessica Loeb
Emily & Lawrence Lohr
Kathie Long
Tom & Holly Love
Jennifer Low

Eva Lowe
Steve & MaryJane Lowenthal
Dixie Luebcke
Amanda & Michael Lupoli
Clarissa Lyons & John Shumway
Douglas & Tia MacKenzie
H. Mackenzie Family
Susan Maggay & Leon Tuan
John & Maggie Maiers
Paul & Jennifer Mammini
Hsiao Mao
Jerri Mariott & Michael Silpa
Sierra Martinez
Renee & Michael Marx
Cheryl Matthews
Alexa Mayers
Daniel McClain
Linda McClatchy
Robert & Mary Ann McCleary
Helen & George McKinley
Edward & Patricia McMillan
Randee McQueen
Mallory Mcwilliams
Dean & Judith Meltz
Gabriel Mendoza
Karen & Keith Miller
Joyce & Stephen Mirabito
Olivia & Chad Mitchell
Robyn & William Mohr
Tana Montgomery
Adrianna Moreno & Noel Arias
Deborah Morgan
Julie Morgan
Gina Mori & James Pine
Neva Moritani & Robert Pavacich
Patrick Morrin & Janice Jagelski
Constantine Mouratidis
Heather Munoz & 
	 Christopher Maxwell
Emily Murphy
Katie Murphy
Carolyn Murray & Sasha Dansky
Margo Murray
Prathiba Nagaraju & Debasis Rath
Masayoshi Nagaya

Kayvan Najafzadeh
Yumi Nakagawa & Paul Bartlett
Leonard Nathan
Leon & Molly Natsues
Onofre Navarro Parra
Russell Nelson
Steven Nelson
Sabrina Nesbit
Elaine Neufeldt
Susan Newcomb
Gordon Newman
Cindy & Michael Nguyen
Alyssa Nichols
Robert & Margaret Niemann
Bonnie Nishkian & John Clark
David Nix & Jill Van Winegarden
Janet Noble & Brian Aldrich
Heidi & Glenn Noga
Michael Norman & 
	 Katherine D’Harlingue
Sarah & Denny North
Willard & Signa Nott
Carolyn Novosel & Michael Smart
Steven O’Donnell
Shanna O’Hare
Aga Oldfield
Karen A. Oliver
Adam Olivieri & Jean Follette
Kirsten Olson
Elizabeth O’Neil
Carol Osterberg
Bonnie Overgaard
Rebecca & Nathan Paduraru
Katherine Page

Jennifer Palmer
Hao Pan & Fei Xu
Lynette Pang & Michael Man
Donald Parkin & Connie Dias
Anuj Patel & Laura Kwoh
Matthew & Kathleen Pearson
Terry Pedersen
Chad & Jean Pennebaker
Linda & Roger Pettey
Lori & Nick Pham
Scott Pham & Tam Duong
Glenn Phillips & David Nish
Sheryl Platt
Mark & Tracy Poff
Amanda Polidoro
Roy & Michelle Pollock
William Popik
David Preston
William & Jill Purcell
Christine Quan
Mark Rabkin
Angela Rao
Rahul Ravindran & Sujaya Chandran
Charles & Blenda Raynor
Emily & Paul Reichardt
Andrea & David Remeta
James & Cynthia Richardson
Barbara & Joel Richmon
Carolyn & Michael Ricinak
Julie & Christopher Ridley
Nate & Cathy Rimshaw
Penelope Rink & Frederick Toth
Edward & Teresa Ritelli
The Roark Family

Thomas Roberts & David McNatt
Jim & Pam Robson
Guy & Adi Rom
Brian & Gayle Ronconi
Julie & Bernard Rose
Kara & William Rosenberg
Elizabeth & Jeffrey Ross
Murray Ross
Indrajit Roy
Suzanne Rudisill
Judy Ryan
Pamela & Eric Ryan
Dana & Misako Sack
Michelle Saechao
Maneesh Sahu & Noorie Malik
Gina Sanfilippo
Richard Santi
Harry Santi
Amy & Dan Schiff
Alec Schilling-Newell
Kim & Mark Schlaich
Susan & Stanton Schonberg
Sue & Tim Schooley
Toni Schorsch
Susan Schwartz
David & Yelena Sedano
Dr. Susan Seeley
Cynthia Sevenants
Narayana Shastry & 
	 Rekha Anantharagan
James & Kathleen Sheley
Bria Shepherd
Catherine & Gary Sherrer
Sandy Sherwin & Andy Kalt

“
- Barbara Lee

Mayor, City of Oakland

From my years in Congress advocating for federal funding for the zoo to 
today, I’ve always believed in this special place. When Condé Nast Traveller 
named us a top 10 zoo in America and Dr. Jane Goodall visited to celebrate 
our conservation work, they recognized what our donors have known all 
along - Oakland Zoo is extraordinary.
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Jack Shuck
Barbara Shull
Greg & Susan Sickal
Asim & Shelly Siddiqui
Tracey & Robert Simpson
Maureen Sirhall & Richard Rogers
Gary Sloan & Barbara Komas
Cherida Smith
Christina Smith
Jessica Smith
Lorna Smith
Martita Smith & Susan Kirssin
Karen Smyda
Gregory & Tomoyo Snow
Mark Snyder & Dawn Kepler
Linda Sol & Kenneth Hall
Shelby & Vicki Solomon
Enoyse & Walter Sommer
Muriel Sonne
Lester Soo & Mary Sawai
Stacey Soo & Jerred Thompson
Benjamin & Deborah Sorci
Philip Souers
Phil Sphicas
Daniel & Betsy St. John
Mark & Elizabeth St. Lezin
Mary Stephens

Mark Stevens
John & Peggy Stock
Jim Straus & Maria Fattibene
John Strazzarino
Barbara Strouzas & Penelope Tamm
Paul & Susan Sugarman
Brenda Sunseri
Ann Tafolla-Voetsch
Tai @ BridgeGood
Ted & Susan Tanisawa
Ali Tayarani
Sharon Teeter
Grace Telcs & Scott Siera
Priscilla & Harold Thilmony
Adrian Thomas
Victoria & Richard Thomas
John Thurston
Darin Tomack & Catherine Shiang
Karen Tov
Katie & Eric Tran
Susan Trommer
Susan & Paul Uhrich
Pamela & Brian Uitti
Jay & Camie Vasques
David Velez
Lee Villanueva
Anthony Vo & Thuy Huynh-Le
Kimberly Wadycki
Christine Wakefield
Anne Jacobs Walker &  
	 Richard Walker
Joan Waranoff
Sarah & Scott Watanabe
Linda Lea Weber
Weed Family
Tammy Welcome
Virginia Welsh
Paul Werner
Annie Westwater & Cormac Eubanks
Catherine White
Susan Whitman & Mark Gergen
Leslie & Howard Wieman
Clark & Nancy Wigley
Tim & Cari Wilcock
John & Noel Wilson

Amy Wisecarver
Kelly & Josh Wiseman
Laminda B. Wojdylak
Alex & Lilah Wolf
Fuk Chun Wong
Keenan Wong & Alicia Poon
Michelle Wong & Graham Siegel
Lisa & Michael Wottrich
Beth & Tyler Woulfe
Whit Wright
Lan Wu & Jie Diao
Olivia & Douglas Yamashita
Michael Yang
Mary Yazdani
Katherine Yonemoto
Katie York
Faye & Lee Younker
Rachel & Justin Zalkin
Heng Zhang & Xiaona Li
Yiwen Zhang & Yudong Qiu
Janet Ziegle & Rachel Anderson
Mary Zosel

Dr. Joel Parrott 
Legacy Circle
Dr. Joel Parrott Legacy Circle 
members have named 
Oakland Zoo in their estate 
plans to support the Zoo for 
generations to come. 
Anonymous (17)
Deborah & Daniel Bardon
Carla Betts
Michael & Carolyn Bruck
Angela Cearns
Philip A. Charvet
Steven & Karin Chase
Beth DeAtley
Elaine Deutsch
Debbie Dolinajec
Robert & Patricia Duey
Noelle M. Edens
Fred & Diane Frye
Elogeanne O.M. & Gene J. Grossman
Vicki Gutgesell

Charles & Ginger Guthrie
Alan & Giuliana Haight
JoAnn & Alan Harley
Shirley A. Heger
Laura Henderson & Jason Silva
Carl H. & Patricia Evridge Hill
Kathleen Hirooka
Linda Hart Huber
Jim & May Johnston
Steve Kane & Jackie Kane
Anthony J. & Linda D. Kay
Bonnie McPherson Killip
Cathy Langridge
Kathy & Scott Law
Sonya Lee
Bill Lucchesi
Gary Mansfield
Rae Martin
Mayes Living Trust
Rich McCartney
Lois McCleary
The Charles & Carol McCullough 	
	 Living Trust
Margo Murray
Beth & Aaron Needel
Elaine Neufeldt
Mike & Stasia O’Neill
Joel Parrott & Laura Becker
Kelsey L. Petersen
Cindy J. Pukatch
Cheryl & Vincent Resh
Julie & Bernard Rose
Trudy & Charles Salter
Goldie & William Schnitzer
Carol Shepherd McClain
Patrick & Tracey Sherwood
Janet Stevens & Nadine Knutson
Harry & Debra Vacek
Linda Vallee
Robert Arthur Wilkinson & Laura 
Kay Fujii
Laura A. Wolff
George Zimmer

Institutional Funders
$500,000 AND ABOVE
Braddock Philanthropies

$50,000 TO $99,999
Anonymous
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Pacific Gas and Electric Company

$25,000 TO $49,999
The Anna Catherine Foundation
KHR McNeely Family Foundation
The Bernard Osher Foundation

$10,000 TO $24,999
Chevron Corporation
Dodge & Cox
FedEx
Hilltop Foundation
Lakeside Foundation
Lillian Lincoln Foundation
Sequoia Equities, Inc.
Visit Oakland

$5,000 TO $9,999
Elizabeth E. Bettelheim Family 	
	 Foundation
Chance Rides, LLC
Northern California Swap Meets, Inc.
John Sperling Foundation
TOSA Foundation

$1,000 TO $4,999
Adelante Capital Management
BluesCruise.com
Bruce Barton Pump Service Inc.
Concord Feed and Fuel, Inc.
Fenton Family Foundation
Micheli Family Foundation
Noll & Tam Architects
Stanley M. Davis & Co. 
	 Insurance Brokers
Pov & May Tov Family Foundation
Verific Design Automation, Inc.

Matching Gifts
The following companies 
matched employee 
donations to the Zoo. 
Abbott
AbbVie
Adobe Systems
Apple
Autodesk
Bank of America
BlackRock 
Blue Shield of California
Capital Group
Charles Schwab
Chevron 
Cisco Systems
Comcast NBCUniversal 
CSAA Insurance Group, 
	 a AAA Insurer
DaVita
Dodge & Cox
Equinix
Expedia
Gap
Genentech
Genmab
GitHub
Google
HCA Healthcare
Hearst
Intel
Intuit
Johnson & Johnson

55
COMPANIES

matched 
donations
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Rest in Peace, Ginger
In our care 2008 - 2025

To the animals we lost last year:
You’ve left a lasting impression on us, and everyone who visited the zoo. 

We continue our work in your memory.

Kaiser Permanente
KLA Foundation
Lawrence Livermore National 
	 Laboratory
Levi Strauss
LinkedIn
Logitech
Marvell
Microsoft
Netflix
Nike
Okta
Otsuka
PagerDuty
PayPal
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Robert Half
Roche
Salesforce
Sempra Energy
SS&C Technologies

Texas Instruments
Thermo Fisher Scientific
VISA
The Walt Disney Company
Wells Fargo
Workday
Yahoo!

In-kind Donations
These organizations and 
individuals donated significant 
goods or professional services.
Anonymous (2)

Dr. Milinda Lommer, Dr. Tanner May 
& Staff, Aggie Animal Dental Center

Dr. Amy Allen, Animal Internal 
Medicine

Dr. Jacqui Tanner, Bay Area 
Veterinary Imaging

Sammy Freccero, Farmers Produce

Cherie Keemar

Dr. Amy Fulton and Staff, North Bay 
Veterinary Dentistry

Dr. Heather Spain, Pet Emergency 
and Specialty Center of Marin

Dr. Carrie Jurney and Staff, Remedy 
Veterinary Specialists

Dr. Kate Woodruff, Sage Veterinary 
Center, San Francisco

Surgit Singh

Janet Stevens

Dr. Kim Tong and Staff, TruVet 
Specialty and Emergency Hospital

Dr. Atif N. Qasim and Staff, UCSF

Dr. Kate Freeman, Veterinary Vision 
Animal Eye Specialists

Dr. Ohad Levi, Western University 
College of Veterinary Medicine

We make every effort to recognize our donors accurately. If there is an omission or error in how you were 
listed, please notify us at impact@oaklandzoo.org.
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Thank you for 
supporting your Zoo.
Our local and global impact could not be achieved without the 
ongoing generosity of our donors, members, volunteers, guests, 
and partners. To donate today, visit oaklandzoo.org/waystogive

9777 Golf Links Road, Oakland, CA 94605
OAKLANDZOO.ORG

Photo credits: Darrell Lavin, Steve Goodall, Steven Gotz, Oakland Zoo Staff

SUPPORT THE ZOO!


