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Center for Craft Awarded $425K Grant to Expand Access to
Leading Craft Archives

Asheville, NC (April 21, 2026) — The Center for Craft has been awarded a two-year,
$425,000 grant from the Mellon Foundation to make its forthcoming Center for Craft
Community Library and Archives accessible and relevant to new generations who are
curious about craft.

In October 2025, the Center announced the landmark acquisition of the American Craft
Council (ACC) Library and Archives Collections and began planning a partial renovation of
its historic building to accommodate this move to Asheville. These assets—combined with
the Center’s existing Materials Collection and Craft Research Fund Study Collection—wiill
form the nation’s foremost library and archives dedicated to American craft. The Library
and Archives is scheduled to open in 2028.

“With this milestone investment from the Mellon Foundation, the Center for Craft will
ensure important craft histories are open, living resources for artists, educators,
researchers, and anyone interested in how craft shapes daily life,” says Center for Craft
Executive Director Stephanie Moore. “It provides enormous momentum for us to involve
the community in the ongoing story of craft.

The collections include books, photographs, organizational archives, artist papers,
material samples, video recordings, and oral histories. Together, they document decades
of creative work, cultural shifts in how craft is understood, and the knowledge built within
communities.

Why It Matters

Craft is everywhere—in the objects we use, the traditions we inherit, and the ways we
make meaning through materials. But much of its history sits out of reach—uncataloged
and undiscoverable.



By acquiring and building systems to care for and share these archives, the Center will
make it possible for more people to research and engage with the collections—and to use
that knowledge to inform new ideas across art, design, and other disciplines.

This work moves beyond preserving craft history—it invites people to participate in it.
Artists can trace influences. Educators can bring primary sources into the classroom.
Communities can see their contributions reflected and recognized.
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About the Center for Craft

The Center for Craft catalyzes the people and practices shaping the future of making.
Founded in 1996, it has awarded more than $8 million in grants and fellowships to craft
artists, researchers, and organizations across the United States. Proudly based in
Asheville, North Carolina, the Center’s free public galleries explore craft’s evolving impact
on culture.

In 2028, the Center will open its Community Library and Archives—combining holdings
transferred from the American Craft Council with existing collections to form the nation’s
leading resource on American craft. The library will house the Center’s Materials
Collection, a growing repository of more than 150 samples ranging from commonly used
craft materials to bio-based alternatives designed to spark new approaches in making.
Learn more at centerforcraft.org.
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