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Executive Summary

As we reach the second half of 2026, the Disarmament and Security Centre | Te Whare Maukaroko
reflects on a year of meaningful activity (July 2025-July 2026), growing challenges, and renewed purpose.
It’s been a busy year so far at the DSC as we work hard to secure funding for our projects and keep the
day-to-day operations of our small but active NGO going. We need to reach young people with the
message of peace and ensure the lessons of history—and the horrors of war—are never forgotten or
repeated.

In an increasingly volatile global environment, our
work to promote disarmament, peace education,
and Aotearoa New Zealand’s nuclear-free values
remains as vital as ever. The war in Iran and wider
Middle East, ongoing genocide in Palestine, the
militarisation of the Pacific, and global increase in
military spending highlight the necessity of our
mahi. This year also marks the 30th anniversary of
the World Court Project, and the 81st anniversary
of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki—events that continue to shape global
calls for nuclear disarmament. In January 2026, the
Doomsday Clock was set to just 85 seconds to
midnight, the closest it has been to global
annihilation, a stark warning that the threat of
nuclear conflict—either by accident, miscalculation,
or direct order— remains dangerously high. In this
context, the DSC has worked hard to uphold the
lessons of the past while creating space for public
dialogue, education, and action.

Our Disarm KOrero series serves as our most

widespread channel for educating the public. In
July, we hosted our 27th session, ‘The World Court:
From Nuclear Weapons to Climate Justice’ focusing on an intergenerational reflection of 30 years since
the ICJ Nuclear Weapons Opinion, and the Climate Movement it inspired. The event featured two
compelling Aotearoa-based speakers—Dr Kate Dewes and Solomon Yeo (Solomon Islands) —who shared
personal insights on their experiences in these two campaigns. Chaired by DSC Research Fellow Dr Marcus
Coll, the kbrero powerfully highlighted the importance of hard working citizens and advocacy in bringing
about change.
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We've also remained active in commemorative and educational work. In collaboration with students,
community groups, and partner organisations, we:

e Supported the continued growth of UCDisarm at the University of Canterbury, with support on
the General Executive, an active stall at Clubs Day and a range of events and initiatives
throughout the year

e Supported UCDisarm in screening Sitting on the Fence, a powerful documentary about the New
Zealand Government response to Palestine at the University of Canterbury, as well as organising
an Election Edition event planned for on campus in September 2026;

® Celebrated and raised awareness of the 5th Anniversary of the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (22nd Jan 2026);

e Travelled to the International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Conference in Taranaki in
November 2025, where our team (Lucy Stewart, Dr Marcus Coll, and Dr Kate Dewes) presented a
panel on disarmament education and engaged with peace researchers and iwi, coinciding with
the anniversary of the invasion of Parihaka

e Coordinated an 80th anniversary ceremony at the World Peace Bell in Christchurch on August 10,
2025, with music, readings, and reflection; and organised this annual commemoration for August
9th, 2026.

e Curated a three-week peace heritage exhibition for the 2025 Christchurch Heritage Festival, which
was held in October at the University of Canterbury.

o Worked closely with the Christchurch Museum team to research and curate an exhibition on
Canterbury’s Peace and Disarmament movement for 2027.

e Organised and curated an exhibition to mark the 30th anniversary of the World Court Project,
which is taking place at the home of the DSC - Te Whare Maukaroko in September 2026.

Despite our achievements, serious challenges remain. In the current funding climate, government support
for disarmament education is dwindling, with our core funding (DEUNIF) disestablished in 2026. We are
working hard to adapt, diversify funding sources, and continue our mahi through innovative educational
initiatives, exhibitions, and partnerships, but the headwinds are strong and the future uncertain.

Throughout it all, we have drawn strength from our community—students, educators, peacebuilders, and
everyday people who believe that Aotearoa’s nuclear-free identity, independent foreign policy, and peace
education is worth defending. Our work is driven by hope, by history, and by a vision of a more peaceful
future. We are proud of what we’ve achieved together so far in 2025/2026, and we hope to continue in
the years ahead.
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Our Mission
1. Promote peace and disarmament education throughout the education system and the wider
community.

2. Provide a resource centre for alternative thinking on disarmament and security issues both within
Aotearoa New Zealand and internationally and to disseminate research through publications,
websites, and conferences.

Our Vision
Promote a climate of peace in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Our Staff Team:

Lucy Stewart (Programme Manager)
Lucy holds a Masters of Professional Studies degree in International Relations and Human Rights
(MPSIRHR) from the University of Auckland. She spent three years teaching children and adults in the
Kurdish region of Northern Iraq. Since returning to Aotearoa New Zealand, Lucy has worked for over 10
years in the disarmament field in various not-for-profit organisations. Lucy was
on the New Zealand civil society delegation to the United Nations for the
negotiations on the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 2017,
and was awarded the Quaker Loxley Peace and Service Award in the same
year for her work with the Disarmament and Security Centre. From
2022-2024, she served on the New Zealand Public Advisory Committee on
Disarmament and Arms Control (PACDAC).

Dr Marcus Coll (Research Fellow | Project Lead)

Marcus spent seven years studying and working in Japan and holds a Bachelor
of Arts in Japanese (Bunky0 University Tokyo), a Master of Diplomacy, and a
Doctorate in International Relations (Canterbury). His doctoral research involved interviewing and
researching survivors of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Indigenous rights activists,
religious and military leaders, peace campaigners, and others who were instrumental in shaping New
Zealand’s nuclear free identity. Read more about Marcus' research here. He has recently completed a
project titled 'Otautahi Christchurch: From Protest to Peace City'
documenting local peace and anti-nuclear history as part of the Christchurch
City Council's Intangible Heritage Project. Marcus recently taught a
semester-long disarmament course as an Adjunct Professor of International
Relations in the Department of Social Sciences at the University of the
Philippines Manila.

Volunteer Advisors:

Commander Robert Green, Royal Navy (Ret’d)
Dr Kate Dewes ONZM

Kuia/Kaumatua:

Dr Pauline Tangiora (Rongomaiwahine)


https://www.disarmsecure.org/news-resources/marcus-coll-submits-phd-thesis-on-dsc-history
https://www.canterburystories.nz/stories/otautahi-christchurch-protest-peace-city
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Governance Council:

Chair: Prof Treasa Dunworth (University of Auckland Law lecturer)
Treasurer: John Ruane

Secretary: Prue Stringer (WILPF)

Dr Kate Dewes (Former Co-director of the DSC)

Dr Peter Wills (Former Physics Professor UoA)

Patrick Kinney (Former UCDisarm campus club president)

Kate Davidson (Department of Police, Fire and Emergency)
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Disarm KOrero
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We’ve hosted four very successful Disarm Korero sessions during the reporting period: Hiroshima
Nagasaki 80 Years On; Nuclear Ban 5 Years On; Palestine/Gaza and what prospects for peace?; and The
World Court: An intergenerational reflection. These sessions have canvassed topical issues with expert
speakers, and we’ve seen some of our biggest audiences. We’re delighted to say that this particular
initiative is one of our flagship projects. The Disarm KOrero sessions are designed as a discussion session,
rather than your usual webinar. We have a guest speaker introduce the topic and speak for roughly 20
minutes on the topic. We then open the floor to questions and discussion. Due to the wealth of
experience and expertise within the disarmament community here in Aotearoa, we always have a very
lively and informative discussion. For most of these sessions we now record the speaker presentations
and post these after the event on our website, as to serve as a resource for the community. The
recordings of these sessions are now being used by other groups as a basis for their meetings and

discussions.

DlSARMK()RERO #26
PALESTINE / GAZA AND WHAT
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE?

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SESSION,
WITH GUEST SPEAKER:
Cole Martin
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DISARM KORERO #24

Dr Susan Bouterey Olivia Shimasaki

Anpoe Profof lapanese Sudies  Musiwar Oral Histary Besearnhar

1-2pm, Sept 4, 2025

Zoom Webinar, Register at:
www. dissrmsecure.orglevents

10 I Bim

DISARM KORERO—.# 25
NUCLEAR BAN 5 YEARS ON

WAFFY BANNWEREART
§ YEARS CHANGING NUCLEAR WISTORYY

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SESSION,
WITH GUEST SPEAKERS:

DISARM KORERO #27

JUTHES &
WORLD COURT

FROM NUCLEAR WEAPONS
TO CLIMATE JUSTICE

=i 3

‘\.7\,. 12pm-1pm,
; July 2™
N 2026

oom Webinar, Register at:
tearmaecure.org/events/disdr


https://www.disarmsecure.org/news-resources/watch-disarm-korero-30-years-on-from-the-icj-advisory-opinion-on-nuclear-weapons
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Tertiary and Public Education

Over the reporting period the DSC team delivered
several guest lectures on a range of disarmament
related topics at universities and community
spaces across the motu. These Universities
included the University of Canterbury, Victoria
University of Wellington and Soka University of

Tokyo, as well as to the Quaker Peace and Service
Aotearoa New Zealand Annual General Meeting.
The team also presented at the 2025
International Peace Research Association
Conference (IPRA) in Taranaki, the topic of our

panel presentation was Disarmament in Action: A

Case Study from Aotearoa New Zealand. IPRA brought together about 180 peace researchers from across
the globe and it was the first time that the conference had been held in New Zealand, and also the first
time the conference had been held on indigenous lands. It was a fantastic opportunity for the DSC team
to share our work, the history of disarmament education in Aotearoa, and network with other
practitioners from across the globe. You can read our write up of the conference here.

We tailor our presentations to fit various university courses, and also the knowledge and level of the
students. Further lectures are scheduled for later this year at the University of Canterbury, Selwyn Library,
and to the Christchurch City Council’s Community Development Advisory group. Most of these invitations
to give guest lectures to university classes are repeated yearly and it is heartening to know that our DSC
team are valued by the community and academic staff at universities across the country for our expertise
and experience in a range of disarmament topics. It also highlights that there is a need for further
teaching and academic engagement in this field.



https://www.disarmsecure.org/news-resources/international-peace-research-association-conference-taranaki-nov-4-8th-2025
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Heritage Festival Event 2025 - Exhibition: Hiroshima Nagasaki 80 Years On

As part of the Christchurch City Council Heritage Festival, the
Disarmament and Security Centre held a Photo and Artifact
Exhibition featuring Christchurch Anti-Nuclear Heritage from
October 11 - 17th on Level 2 of the Central Library, at the
University of Canterbury. The exhibition was a huge success
with a significant number of students, UC staff and general
public viewing and interacting with the exhibition. The
exhibition spanned the ground floor of the library, which is a
major thoroughfare for students. Comments from the UC
Library staff members were that it was one of the most
popular exhibitions they had hosted, which had attracted a
high level of engagement. The exhibition focussed on the
impact of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the rich legacy of
anti-nuclear activism in Otautahi Christchurch and Waitaha
Canterbury. Featuring materials from the Hiroshima Peace
Culture Foundation, the Macmillan Brown Archives, and
Christchurch City Libraries’ digital heritage platform. The
exhibition wove together survivor testimony, archival images,
and artefacts from Aotearoa’s peace movement.

Qe Qare

OCT 11-27
LEVEL 2, CENTRAL LIBRARY,
UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY
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Thanks to support from the Embassy of Japan Japanese Consular Office for providing an extensive photo
exhibition to mark the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The DSC
added to these materials to highlight the peace heritage of Canterbury, much of which had been inspired
by the stories of the hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) from Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

SHINDILS

i
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Kaitiakitanga of New Zealand World Peace Bell passes to DSC

In April 2025, the Disarmament and Security Centre formally became the kaitiaki (guardian) of the New
Zealand World Peace Bell, following the dissolution of the Aotearoa New Zealand Chapter of the World
Peace Bell Association. A small but significant ceremony was held on Monday, 28 April in the Christchurch
Botanic Gardens to mark the official transfer of guardianship.

This peaceful and symbolic handover
represents both an honour and a responsibility.
The Bell—one of only 25 in the world—has
long stood as a public reminder of the need for
global cooperation and peace, especially in
memory of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

We extend our deep appreciation to those who
have supported the Bell over the years,
including Members of the NZ Chapter of the
World Peace Bell Association, Christchurch City

Council and local iwi Kai Tahu, who have upheld the kaupapa of peace alongside the city’s residents.

Under DSC’s stewardship, the Bell will remain a site of remembrance, reflection, and action. The transfer
of kaitiakitanga reaffirms DSC’s ongoing commitment to peace heritage, public education, and
intergenerational responsibility, ensuring the Bell continues to ring out for future generations. Several
successful community events have taken place at the Bell during the reporting period, such as the annual
Parihaka commemoration in November, the Peace Run in February, the commemoration of the Mosque
shootings in March.

University Club

UCDisarm, the campus club which DSC staff
established in 2021, has been having a steady
year which has seen a growth in students to
over 80 members. The DSC team has continued
to nurture and support the club to maintain its
steady presence on campus, maintain its club
affiliation under UCSA and to hold a number of
events and initiatives. The Club Executive is
running smoothly, with some keen and

committed students, and Lucy Stewart, DSC
Programme Manager, also stands on the Exec to provide long standing institutional support. The
UCDisarm team has held a stall at both Club Days which are held at the beginning of each semester. Clubs’
Day is a great opportunity to network with other clubs, chat with fellow students and raise awareness
about disarmament issues. The Club maintains active social media platforms which serves as the key way

10
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students communicate and build community through the club, as well as promoting disarmament
education.

The UCDisarm Team:
President: Alex Fyffe Secretary: Tyrone Foster Treasurer: Ella Gilmer
General Exec: Lucy Stewart, Marcus Coll, Pippin Ford & Jenna Kelly

The Club has held a number of very successful events and initiatives over the reporting period, providing
a number of high quality spaces for students to engage with issues of peace, security and disarmament. A
standout event for 2026 was the film screening of Sitting on the Fence, a powerful documentary about
Palestine and the NZ Government response. The event was held at the Jack Mann Auditorium at the
University of Canterbury and the film Director, Daniel Cleary flew down from Auckland to speak at the
event. Our flagship event for 2026 is our Disarm KOrero: Election Edition Event, which will be held on
Tuesday September 22nd, where we are hosting a range of political candidates to discuss their party’s
disarmament policy and position and answer questions. This event is being held in collaboration with
UCPaolitics Club.

hooroucnesersecn Il DISARM KORERO . ERERELEASE
PROFESSIONAL SPACES? HUNGRY? ELECTION EDITION FILM SCREENING
JO' N OU R A CONVERSATION WITH POLITICAL

v TE S LN M 13

CANDIDATES ON PEACE, SECURITY, AND e

EXECUTIVE TEAM! DISARMAMENT. -
: o

Followed by o free sausage sizzle

UCDisarm s an educational club centred around

disarmament. Come along to our AGM to learn mora!
» September 15th m’ Green

+ 11.30am 5 a7
« Ti Kouka, Haere-roa UCSA Building ’gg.!‘ | Labour Natlonal

« Kail

Opportunities for President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and General Executive
22 SEPTEMBER, 12-2PM

%ﬁ TI KOUKA, HAERE-ROA (UCSA)
HeEawieoce aaed Ds;m; CDisarm gé I_J'.:'-‘.f' e

A conversation
with Chloe
Quarprick

October:30th / = = i
Thursday, 4:30pm : . PANEL DISCUSSION
Bentleyslounge: A B FOR PATHWAYS IN

- : 3 | DISARMAMENT
Haveayarnwith our

iconic/Green Party co- . 2 s
leader!| Free RSVP for - x ISARMAME

o 9 H 1 | *

students on Flicket! I SEETEMRES 1004
BENTLEYS LOUNGE
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International Mahi and OQutreach

Fuji Travel Group visits Christchurch

In January 2026, a Japanese peace
delegation of 15 visited New
Zealand, travelling throughout the
country to engage with local peace
organisations. The visit was
facilitated through Liz
Remmerswaal of World BEYOND
War. Kate Dewes, Marcus Coll, and
Olivia Shimasaki of the Peace
Foundation joined the delegation
for an evening discussion, with
Marcus providing Japanese-English

interpretation.

The delegation expressed a strong interest in learning about the history of New Zealand's peace
movement, particularly the contributions of Kate Dewes and Robert Green and their longstanding
relationships with hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors). The visit fostered valuable international
connections, and the delegation indicated an interest in returning to New Zealand in the future, with the
hope of visiting Heritage House and continuing these exchanges.

Publication: The Oxford Handbook of Protest Politics

Dr Kate Dewes was invited to author a chapter, "Aotearoa New Zealand Nuclear Free: Protest to Policy,"
for The Oxford Handbook of Protest Politics, to be published in 2027. She will be co-authoring this with
Marcus Coll, drawing on witness testimony and archival research, the chapter examines how grassroots
activism shaped New Zealand's nuclear-free policy. An abstract was submitted in May 2026, with the full
chapter due in December 2026. The publication highlights the Centre's work in disarmament education
and preserving Aotearoa New Zealand's anti-nuclear heritage for an international audience.

Marking 30th Anniversary of ICJ Advisory Opinion | World Court Project

July 6th, 2026 marked the 30th Anniversary of the World Court Project, which culminated in the
International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on the legal status of nuclear weapons. This anniversary
has been celebrated and highlighted in peace and disarmament spheres across the globe. Due to the
fundamental role that Christchurch locals, and DSC Founding Directors (Dr Kate Dewes and Commander
Robert Green RN Ret’d) played in this movement the DSC has also been involved in several initiatives to
celebrate this anniversary. The Anniversary has been marked in the following ways:

12
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e Kate Dewes was interviewed for a podcast on the subject by Dr. Deepshikha Kumari Vijh (PhD,
MSc, MA, Oxford University) Executive Director | The Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy
(LCNP), which will be published in the near future.

e Kate and Rob also were filmed for a video message for the Hague Commemorative Event which
was held over July 8th and 9th. You can view the recording here.

e Dr Marianne Hansen wrote an Op-Ed to the Press to mark the Anniversary, you can read her
article here.

e The DSCis holding an interactive ‘walk-through’ exhibition marking the 30th anniversary of the
1996 International Court of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion on Nuclear Weapons. The exhibition
will be held at Te Whare Maukaroko (House of Peace), 35 Rata Street, Riccarton, the home of our
former co-directors, Dr Kate Dewes and Cdr Robert Green RN (Ret’d) over September 24th and
25th, 2026. Further details of the exhibition are above.

Heritage Project: Preserving Aotearoa's Nuclear Free and Peace Heritage

The Centre continues to deliver its heritage project, Preserving and Promoting Aotearoa's Nuclear Free
and Peace Heritage, led by Dr Marcus Coll. The project remains on track despite receiving approximately
two-thirds of the funding originally requested. A second round of Lottery funding was not awarded to DSC
in 2026; however, the project continues through careful prioritisation, institutional partnerships, and
support from collaborators and some alternative funding sources. Dr Kate Dewes continues to provide
invaluable expertise, archival knowledge and support, while Lucy Stewart has contributed to project
planning and coordination.

2026 Exhibition: Christchurch to The Hague: 30 Years Since the ICJ Nuclear Weapons
Advisory Opinion

A key upcoming milestone of
this project is Christchurch to

The Hague: 30 Years Since the MARKNG 30 YEARS SNCE THE 'CJ
f ~ ADVISORY OPINION ON MUCLEAR WEAPONS

ICJ Nuclear Weapons Advisory Nt

Opinion, an exhibition and < B ‘ CHRISTCHURCH \
public programme to be held : il To '
at Heritage House — Te Whare 24 %
Maukaroko in September
2026. The exhibition will
commemorate  the  30th
anniversary of the 1996
International Court of Justice

24-25 SEP, 2026 l

e e

weapons, featuring materials from the Macmillan Brown Library and Canterbury Museum collections,

Advisory Opinion on nuclear

including photographs, documents and artefacts. The programme will include engagement with

13


https://vimeo.com/1207551282?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.disarmsecure.org/news-resources/the-threat-and-use-of-nuclear-weapons-are-illegal-and-christchurch-locals-helped-make-that-happen-by-dr-marianne-hanson
https://www.disarmsecure.org/news-resources/the-threat-and-use-of-nuclear-weapons-are-illegal-and-christchurch-locals-helped-make-that-happen-by-dr-marianne-hanson
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University of Canterbury students, alongside outreach to heritage organisations, public officials, peace
movement members and the wider community.

2027 Exhibition: Hikoi: Actions of Resistance, Striving for Peace

Planning is also well advanced for two major public exhibitions in 2027. Hikoi: Actions of Resistance,
Striving for Peace has been confirmed for the Mair Gallery at the Centre of Contemporary Art Toi Moroki
in Christchurch (May—August 2027), with ongoing collaboration with Canterbury Museum on research,
curation and public programming. The exhibition will contribute to a permanent peace exhibition in the
redeveloped Canterbury Museum from 2029.

2027 Exhibition: The Christchurch Story: 40 Years of Nuclear-Free Aotearoa

A second exhibition, The Christchurch Story: 40 Years of Nuclear-Free Aotearoa, has been preliminarily
approved for Te Pito Huarewa Gallery at TUranga Library (August—November 2027), bringing together
collections and expertise from Christchurch City Libraries, Canterbury Museum, Macmillan Brown Library
and the Canterbury Stories Digital Heritage Repository. Both exhibitions provide significant opportunities
for public education and heritage preservation, with host institutions supporting venue, marketing and
operational costs while DSC provides research, interpretation and content development.

Events and Initiatives

The Day the Sun Fell: 81 Years On: Hiroshima & Nagasaki

This year marks 81 years since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
(6 August) and Nagasaki (9 August). The DSC is proud to support a
series of commemorative events across Aotearoa that honour the
victims and survivors (hibakusha) and reaffirm our collective
commitment to a nuclear-free world. On Sunday, 9 August, 11am,
we will be holding our annual remembrance and reflection at the
World Peace Bell in the Christchurch Botanic Gardens. The
ceremony will include readings, music, and the ceremonial ringing
of New Zealand’s only World Peace Bell. Speakers and attendees
will include the Japanese Consul General, local MPs, City
Councillors, and members of the local peace and anti-nuclear SUNDAY AUGLST ity 2098 | WAM

10N US 20 COMMEMORATE THE MICTIMS GF ERE ATOMIC SOMBINGS
AMD TSN NEVER AGAIN!

movement. In a time of rising nuclear risks and regional tensions, WORLD PEACE BELL. BOTANIE GARDENS.
OTAUTAHI CHRISTEHURCH

it is more important than ever to reflect on the horrors of nuclear
war and uphold Aotearoa’s long-standing nuclear-free stance, and

this event is an ample opportunity to educate the community on
this. The event listing on our website is here.

14
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Special Film Screening: Earth’s Greatest Enemy

In collaboration with UCDisarm and World Beyond War SARENT RS
(Christchurch Chapter), the Disarmament and Security Centre is
co-hosting two screenings of Earth's Greatest Enemy |
Documenting the Environmental Cost of History’s Biggest Empire,
a film by Abby Martin. The first screening is being held at Tlranga
Library on August 13th, and the second screening is being held at
the University of Canterbury, on Thursday September 10th.

Thursday, August13™ | 5-7 pm

Taranga Library, 60 Cathedral Square, ¢
Public Outreach
Over the 2025/26 year we continued to build on our relationships gt Wl on

with other non-government organisations working in peace and

disarmament in Aotearoa New Zealand and abroad for example, we are a long term member of the Peace
and Disarmament Collective Aotearoa (Formerly the Peace Foundation International Affairs and
Disarmament Committee), and we actively participate in their bimonthly meetings. We also engage with
NZ Government officials working in the disarmament space, as well as with the representatives of
PACDAC (Public Advisory Opinion on Disarmament and Arms Control). We also assisted students,
educators, academics, researchers, and the public who were interested in our resources and disarmament
materials. We maintained our social media, website and newsletter giving updates on disarmament and
peace and in promoting our resources and materials and new materials and content from our partners in
disarmaments.

Our online platforms are:
e Website https://www.disarmsecure.org/
e Legacy Website http://legacy.disarmsecure.org/

Our active and vibrant social media channels continue to grow and gain followers. We write regular blogs
on topical disarmament issues and events, these are posted on our website under ‘News’.

X https:/X.com/DisarmSecureNZ
Facebook https://facebook.com/DisarmSecureNZ
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/dsc_nz/

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/disarmament-and-security-centre
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Professional Development | Conferences:

2026 Otago Foreign Policy School
From 26-28 June, Marcus Coll attended the 60th Otago Foreign Policy School in Dunedin for a three-day
programme exploring the challenges facing the international rules-based order and New Zealand'’s role
within it. The conference brought together scholars, diplomats, government officials and emerging
leaders to discuss issues including nuclear disarmament, peacebuilding, climate action and international
justice. Discussions highlighted the importance of New Zealand maintaining an active role in upholding
international law and multilateral institutions, particularly as global cooperation faces increasing
challenges. This conference also included a presentation from DSC
Chair Prof Treasa Dunworth on New Zealand’s positions on
various issues of international law.

PACDAC Conference on Nuclear Disarmament & Humanitarian Law
Lucy Stewart attended the PACDAC conference in Wellington over July
14 and 15th representing the DSC. The conference was organised by
the Public Advisory Committee on Disarmament and Arms Control,
alongside the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and it brought together a
range of disarmament practitioners from Government officials,
academics, lawyers, NGO professionals, students, journalists and the
general public. The focus of the conference was to discuss the progress
and challenges of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) and plan for the Meeting of States Parties, which is happening RRCIARTAIRITHIF T
in November this year. The conference was a valuable experience to OPPORTUNITIES CR
learn from other disarmament practitioners and to share and
brainstorm solutions to the disarmament challenges that we face, such
as global political tensions, numerous active conflicts, increases in
militarisation and the challenges to international law adherence.

PACDAC
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What'’s Ahead? Significant Challenges to our Mahi

In Budget 2025, the government announced it will halve—and then fully cut—funding for the
Disarmament Education UN Implementation Fund (DEUNIF) by July 2025. This decision threatens the
future of consistent, long-term disarmament education in Aotearoa New Zealand.

In response, the DSC wrote a letter with support from over 80 signatories—including former Prime
Ministers, Ministers for Disarmament, MPs, academics, and civil society leaders—urging Minister Louise
Upston and other relevant ministers to reverse the decision. While PADET funding for small projects
remains intact, DEUNIF has been the only consistent government support for public-facing disarmament
education since 2004, and has aided the running of the DSC since that time. The letter highlights the risks
of this cut:

e Undermining New Zealand’s international disarmament leadership
® Weakening our nuclear-free identity and education sector
e Limiting public engagement amid rising global nuclear threats

Despite its modest $200,000 annual budget, DEUNIF has enabled impactful initiatives—such as youth
outreach, exhibitions, academic research, and survivor testimony preservation—that bring our peace and
disarmament heritage to life.

This loss comes as we mark key anniversaries:

40 years since the Rainbow Warrior bombing (July 2025)

80 years since Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August 2025)

5 years since the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear weapons came into force (January 2026)
30 years since the ICJ nuclear weapons ruling (2026)

40 years of our nuclear-free legislation (June 2027)

We believe most New Zealanders value our nuclear-free stance and support educating the next
generation about peace and disarmament, and we will continue to do our best to carry this legacy
forward. Even with DEUNIF, however, funding has always been a perennial challenge. The financial burden
this places on our small team is significant and increasingly unsustainable—especially in the current
climate of rising costs and reduced public funding. Without greater support, the ability to retain staff, let
alone maintain high-impact work, is at real risk, and reliance on volunteer time is untenable to continue
the mahi going forward in the short to medium term.

Thank You

Thank you to all those who support us on a voluntary basis and who come to us to seek advice and
resources about peace and disarmament. We also want to acknowledge those who participate in our
events, education delivery, and to our resources.

Thank you also to the Disarmament Education UN Implementation Fund Grant, the Peace and
Disarmament Trust, the Intangible Heritage Fund and those in the community who have made donations
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to our work. Now more than ever the need for civil society and governments to continue pushing for
disarmament is critical and we could not do our education work without your support.

The DSC is an incorporated society registered on the Charities Register. The registration number is
CC11049

Supporting Our Work

If you would like to make a donation to support our work, you can either go to our website here:

https://www.disarmsecure.org/donate

Any donation to the DSC is tax-deductible and can be made online to our bank account:
Disarmament and Security Centre
38-9024-0189494-02  Kiwibank

BEQUEST

A bequest or legacy included in your will is a simple and effective way to support the DSC in our work. It is
an investment in the future of disarmament research and education in Aotearoa New Zealand. If you
already have a will it can be amended by adding a codicil.

Here are the details you will need:

e Name: Disarmament and Security Centre

e Registered Charity No: CC11049

e Incorporated Society Number: 224264

e Postal Address: PO Box 8390, Riccarton, Christchurch 8440

e Physical Address: 39 Stanbury Avenue, Somerfield, Christchurch 8040.

Here are some sample texts that you could consider to include in your will or codicil:

“I give to the Disarmament and Security Centre ___ % of my estate .....OR the rest and residue of my estate .....OR
the sum of § for its general purposes free of probate and estate duties payable upon or in consequence of my
death. | declare that the receipt of its Executive Director, Treasurer or other authorised officer shall be sufficient

discharge to my executors.”
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