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Think like a Writer

Phonics: Word operation

1) Choose a word that the children are familiar with and then remove the consonants surrounding the phoneme (at the start and ending). For example, ‘ai’ from rain or ‘as’ from rash. 

2) Write the same phoneme on 10 miniature whiteboards and place these into the same colour bricks. For example:
n

P
ai


n
Ch
ai



n
Tr
ai





3) Replace the missing letters with new ones to create new words with the same sound. How many can they make?

Extension Activity

4) Choose a different sound or even add prefixes and suffixes to the new words. For example, Pain[ful], Pain[less]. 


Key Questions:
a) How many words did you think of?
b) Were all the words real words?
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]Are there any new sounds that can work instead of the existing one? E.g. P[ai]n to P[a]n.
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