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Dear Friends and Family of the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation, 
 
   As we reflect on the recent celebration, we are filled with gratitude for the success of  
the 2025 RMHF Gala. It was a remarkable evening, made possible by the dedication and 
hard work of so many. A heartfelt thank you to Ryan Barker and the incredible staff at 
Chappapeela Sports Park for their warm hospitality and unwavering support. Together 
with our talented vendors and gala committee, they transformed the gym into a stunning 
venue that captured the spirit of the night. 
    For the past seventeen years, the Richard Murphy Hospice House has had the privilege 
of serving over 2,150 terminally ill residents and their families, providing care at absolutely 
no cost. This vital service is sustained by the collective efforts of our community, including 
our Gala Chairs, the Gala Board, volunteers, sponsors, ticket purchasers, memorial donors, 
local restaurants, and everyone who contributed items for our silent and live auctions. Your 
support is what makes this mission possible. 
    We understand that the loss of a loved one is an incredibly challenging journey. Our  
goal at the Richard Murphy Hospice House is to alleviate some of that burden by offering 
comfort, a welcoming home, and peace of mind to our residents and their families. We are 
committed to providing compassionate care around the clock, ensuring that no family faces 
financial strain during such a difficult time. We are deeply honored by the trust families 
place in us, and we strive to honor that trust every day. 
    We would also like to extend our sincere gratitude to the many kind-hearted individuals  
who assist us in our daily operations. A special thank you to our regular volunteers, lawn  
care teams, professional service providers, the Board of Trustees, and the dedicated staff at  
the Hospice House. Your contributions—whether through delivering household products,  
providing meals, or simply offering a helping hand—are invaluable and greatly appreciated  
by the families we serve. 

    As we look ahead, we will start preparing for next year’s gala. The date will be determined later in the new year and 
will be held, once again, at Chappapeela Sports Park. We are excited to continue this tradition and raise funds for 
such a meaningful cause. 
    Thank you once again for your generous support and for making the 2025 gala a resounding success. We wish you 
all a wonderful and joyous holiday season filled with love and warmth. 
 
With heartfelt appreciation, 
Jodee M. Hoover, Executive Director 

Donna Olivia, RN, Hospice House Administrator

Donna Olivia

Jodee M. Hoover



Thanks to the 
following sponsors

2025 Gala Chairs
•  Live Auction: Jodee Hoover and Donna Olivia 

•  Project Manager:  Melissa Dufreche 

•  Silent Auction: Hannah Waltman and Brandi Harris 

•  Decorations: Destin Sims and Lily Dawson 

•  Photography: Robin Lancon and Phillip Colwart 

•  Social Media: Bailey Haist 

•  Band/Outreach: Bailey Taillon 

•  Diamond Dig/Greeters: Beth Richard 

•  Drink of the Night: David Tucker 

•  Restaurants:  Amber Puma 

• Libations:  Rickie Brocato 

•  GIVI App./Bidding Platform: Charles Robert Miller 

•  Cashier: Casie Qualls 

•  Graphics: Ashley Barado and Karen Pecoraro 

•  Student Volunteers: Laura DiMattia and Jenafer Sheridan 

•  Logistics & Manpower: Kenny Milton

Jodee McWilliams Hoover, Executive Director 

Donna Olivia, RN Hospice House Director
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St. Margaret’s 
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Doolittle

Car Raffle sponsored by
Car Raffle Winner: Nora Price Wilson



2025 Foundation Board of Directors

Destin Sims 
President

Brooke Gasaway Tycer 
Vice President

Robert Mora 
Treasurer

Leslie Welsh 
Secretary

Fay Schneider Bright 
Board Member

Jeff Cashe 
Board Member

Sarah Drude 
Board Member

Don Fellows 
Board Member

Amber G. Lowentritt 
Board Member

John Guerin 
Board Member

Patty Hubert 
Board Member

Donna Miller 
Board Member

Guy Recotta, Jr. 
Board Member

Jessica Smith 
Board Member

Patricia Westmoreland 
Former 

Executive Director

Nora Price Wilson 
Board Member



• Kim Accardo 
• Gracie Anderson 
• Gail Arnone 
• Nikki Auter  
• Ally Ball  
• Jason Ball 
• Ashley Barado 
• Sheree Bourgeois 
• Abby Branson 
• Rickie Brocato 
• Jessica Broom 
• Brendon Brown 
• Claire Clouatre 
• Ryan Clouatre 
• Phillip Colwart 
• Dayne Commander 
• Glenda Crain 
• Rhonda Crocket 
• Lily Dawson 
• Lexi Dominguez 
• Kirstin Drozd 
• Corey Dufreche 
• Melissa Dufreche 
• Kristi Galofaro  
• Bailey Haist 
• Brandi Harris 
• Ragan Hoover  
• Craig Inman 
• Denny Lancon 
• Robin Lancon 
• Kayleigh Liotta 
• Racheal Little 
• Amber Lowentritt 
• Karol McKean 
• Annette McWaters 
• Shelly May 
• Charles Robert Miller 
• Kenny Milton 
• Terry Milton 
• Nick Olivia 
• Al Olsen 
• Aimee Parham 
• Taylor Payne 
• Karen Pecararo 

• Dylan Price 
• Amber Puma 
• Michael Puma 
• Casie Qualls 
• Philip Qualls 
• Ross Reahard 
• Beth Richard 
• Faith Richard 
• Kirk Richard 
• Stephanie Rogers 
• Michele Rolling 
• Zach Serigny 
• Jenafer Sheridan 
• Destin Sims 
• William Sims 
• Selana Spears 
• Amelia Standridge 
• Hayley Taff 
• Bailey Taillon 
• David Tucker 
• Donna Wallette 
• Hannah Waltman 
• Lacy Weedman 
• Leslie Welsh  
• Desiray White 
• Rose Wong  
 
SELU Comm 466 Class 
• Laura DiMattia 
     Assistant Professor 

• Rissa Webb-Simmons 
      Instructor 
• Madison Bowler 
• Julia Castjohn 
• Grant Cogan 
• Makenna Cortez 
• Jon Duhe 
• Rebecca Earhart 
• Kayla Edwards 
• Myles Edwards 
• Anna Ferrand 
• Bailey Guercio 
• Lucas Hill 
• Ragan Hoover 
• Daniel Jones 

• Isaque Lino 
• Emma Loper 
• Lexi Maillet 
• Chadwick Marshall 
• Marquies McCaskill 
• Keith Mcmillan 
• Lisa Neyland 
• Katielynn Saxon 
• Presleigh Scott 
• Samantha Sims 
• Yasmin Taylor 
• Ashman Waterhouse 
• Rissa Webb-Simmons 
 
Northshore Community  
College 
• Emily Abbess 
• Alaiyah Alexander 
• Lia Allotto 
• Bra ndy Baham 
• Niyah Bijoh 
• Latoya Cook 
• Teresa Ellingston 

• Bryla Gordon 
• Kyle Gross 
• Semay Harrell 
• Chiketo John 
• Alexa Klingan 
• Eleja Lewis 
• Ravein Lewis 
• Shalonda Lott 
• Christen Magee 
• Cheyenne Martineli 
• Kamrynn Ouber 
• Ramona Poole 
• Lydreaka Reed 
• Angel Richardson 
• Marshanna Robertson 
• Brittany Ruffin 
• Elizabeth Sickles 
• Sara Silvan 
• La’darricka Smith 
• Angel Turner 
• Titeuna Washington 
• Ashley Watson

Gala Volunteers

Merry Christmas 
& 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



TICKET HOLDERS  

1.   Darrell Amar 

2.   Joseph Brown 

3.   Dr. Arvind Yertha 

4.   Harmonie Marks 

5.   Parish President Robby Miller 

6.   Evelyn Moreland 

7.   Nick Olivia 

8.   Mary Christian 

9.   Mary Ellen Brister 

10. Heather Berthelot 

11.  Bellá Sante 

12. Bret Gasaway 

13.  Kris Gillis  

14. Nora Price Wilson 

15.  Ricky Mannino 

16. Brooke Gasaway-Tycer 

17.  Kay-Ray Construction 

18. Robert Helms 

19.  Karol McKean 

20. Peggy Hagan 

21. Brian Shirey 

22. Patty Hubert 

23. Amy Harrell 

24. Wade Deer 

25. Patricia Westmoreland 

26. Janet Becnel 

27. Ricard Family Pharmacy 

28. Partnership Kennels 

29. Eric & Regina Wedig 

30. Karol McKean

Winner, Nora Price Wilson, Chose the 
2025 Bronco Sport

Sponsored by:

(L-R) Jodee M. Hoover, Steven Blades (Hood Auto.), 
TJ Maggio, Nora Price Wilson, Donna Olivia and Roger Gill

The Richard Murphy Hospice 
House extends our heartfelt 
condolences on the passing of 
Mr. Bill Hood. Our prayers 
and love are with his family 
during this time. 
Mr. Bill was a longtime  
supporter and truly one of  
the hearts of our House. His  
generosity, kindness, and  
commitment to our mission 
touched countless lives. We  

are deeply grateful for all he has done for us, and we will  
continue to hold his family in our prayers as we honor his  
incredible legacy.

Car Raffle

2025 Bronco Sport Big Bend



Pre-Gala Party





Gala Board Gala Volunteers

Gala Activities





A Special Thanks to Our Silent Auction Donors:

• Douglas Kent Jewelers, Inc. 
• Dr. Kyle Maldonado, DDS MS 

• Southern Magnolia Landscaping 
• Sun Outdoors 

• Tope Lá 
• The Red, White & Brew

Live Auction



Sponsored by:

Because of your kindness and for aksing us to be part of something so special, we wanted to send a big thank you to Laurie Johnson, 
Carolyn James, and Kevin Manuel.  Please count us to volunteer for the Hammond Airshow again in 2 more years.

Car Raffle Activities

Hammond Airshow Volunteers

Merry 
   ChristmasMerry 

   Christmas



Ashlyn Landry Arbonne Bantaá s Batter a Bakery Benteaux

Brown’s Cake Shop Cate Street Seafood Station Cena
Coop DeVille Hammond 

and Amite

Doughlicious Donuts Jacmel Inn Johnson’s Kitchen Kayla’s Bakery

La Carreta Ponchatoula NOLA Mia
Our Mom’s Restaurant 

and Bar
Pull Clip Cafe & Bakery

Ruff N Da Kitchen Salty Joe’s Tacos & Beer The Depeaux Bar & Grill

Restaurants, Bakerys, Cafes. and Bars



Drink of the Night 
Sponsored by:  Benny’s Place

The Real Deal an 
American Kitchen Tootsie’s BBQ & Catering

TPSS Advanced College and Career 
Magnet Center Hospitality & Prostar

Trey Yuen

We Wish to Express Our Thanks to the 
Photographers for the Wonderful 

Photos of Our 2025 Gala

Phillip Colwart Photography 
Robin Lancon Photography, LLC



• Anderson Ray Leto Memorial Foundation 

• Fisher Manufacturing, LLC 

• Gulf Coast Bank 

• Gulf Coast Business Credit 

• Harry McKneely & Son Funeral Home 

• Pennington’s Hardware 

• In Memory of Lou Bordelon 

• In Memory of Reggie Lee Pevey

Enchanted Forest – $5,000 

• Allstate Insurance: Colby McCurdy 

• American Bank 

• Apocalypse Sports 

• Corey & Melissa Dufreche 

• Crump Fuel 

• HTB Cleaning Services 

• Helmerich & Payne 

• In Loving Memory of Jane Laud-

erdale 

• In Memory of Tony Arnone 

• Kiwanis Club of Ponchatoula 

• Lee Law, LLC 

• Louisiana Dental Center 

• Nick’s Heating and  

    Air Conditoning LLC 

• On the Run 

• Pedelahore & Co. LLP 

• Rudesill Trucking, Inc. 

• Sheriff Gerald Sticker 

• The First Bank 

• Villamonte, LLC 

Midnight Garden – $1750
• 445 Nutrition 

• Brandon G. Thompson Funeral Home 

• First Guaranty Bank 

• Gentiva Hospice 

• Guerin Insurance 

• Hancock Whitney Bank 

• Hospice of Baton Rouge 

• Jim's Paint and Body Shop 

• Kinchen's Tractor Service LLC 

• La Carreta of Downtown Ponchatoula 

• Maureen Terese 

• Marty's Lock and Alarm 

• North Oaks Health Center 

• Parish Pro Wash 

• Ponchatoula Kiwanis Club 

• Republic Finance 

• Ross Downing Chevrolet 

• Russell Pellichino and Joey Mayeaux  
    Families 

• Southern Grace Hospice 

• Stirling Properties 

• The Heart Clinic; Dr. Mikdadi 

• Villamonte LLC 

• Wade Deer

Secret Meadow – $750
• Cashe, Coudrain, & Bass 

• ACG Hospice 

• Entergy 

• Fleur de Lis Title Co. 

• McKneely Funeral Home of Amite and Kentwood 

• Toula Burger 

• Coastal Process, LLC 

• Dr. Frank Henchy

Wildflower 
(Any Monitary Amount)
•  State Representative Kim Coates 

•  Reimers Timber/Marietta Warren Trust 

•  ASAP General Construction, LLC 

•  V Fast Disposla, LLC 

•  5 Stones Media 

•  Dr. Stephen Williams 

•  LN Hughes Funeral Services

Whimsical Bloom – $2,500 

Special Sponsors



•  1SPM 
•  Alexis Ducorbier, State Farm 
• All Pro Productions, LLC 
• Anntoine Marketing & Design 
• Art & Soul Revived 
•  Ashlyn Landry, (Arbonne) 
• Benny’s Place 
• Blackwell’s Outdoor, Inc. 
• Buff City Soaps 
• Candace’s Cake Balls 
• Champagne Beverage Co., Inc. 
• Chappapeela Sports Park 
•  City of Hammond 
• Crescent Bar 
• Dave Harvey 
• Dr. Carlos Doolittle 
• Dr. David Allen 
• Douglas Kent Jeweler 
• Elite Designs 
• Gabriel’s Building Supply 
• Hammond Police Department 
• Hood Import Corner 
• Invitobella 
• Jace Allen Designs 
• Jani-King 
• Jessica Broom Photography 
• Jody Nunnery 
• K-Team Printing & Marketing 
• Karen Pecoraro 
• Lamar Advertising Company 
• M&R Resources 

• Magnolia Farms & Market 
• Maldonado Orthodontics 
• Marty’s Lock & Alarm 
• Mary Lee Donuts 
• Nicks Heating & Air Conditioning 
• Noel Spirits 
• Nortec Hammond 
• Northshore Media Group 
• Northshore Technical 
   Community College 
   Nursing Department 
• One Stop Party 
• Pedelahore & Co. 
• Pennington’s Hardware & Rental 
• Phillip Colwart Photography 
• Piggly Wiggly 
• RAM Computers 
• Reggie Sanders Jazz Ensemble 
• Roger Gill 
• Romano Promo 
• Roussel’s Fine Jewelry & Gifts 
• S&W Foods 
• SLU Communication 
   Class 4460  Fall 2025 
• St. Margaret’s Guild 
• Sazerac 
• Senator Bill Wheat 
• Sign Gypsies of Hammond 
• Smitty’s Supply, Inc. 
• Southeastern LA University 
• Southern Magnolia Landscape 

• Speedway Printing 
• State Rep. Nicky Muscarello, Jr. 
• Strawberry Manor 
• Subway of Ponchatoula 
• Sun Outdoors 
• T. J. Maggio 
• Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff’s  
   Department 
• The Boss Country 
   103.7 FM/1400 AM 
• The Gagliano Group 
• The Mule Abides, LLC Jani-King 
•  Tommy’s on Thomas 
• United Rentals 
• University Donuts 
• WHMD KAJUN 107.1 FM 
• WTGG TANGI 96.5 FM 
• Walk-Ons 
• William Wainwright 
• Xpress Printing 
• Yellow Van Farms 
• Your Ride, Our Driver

RESTAURANTS 

•  Bantaa’s Catering 

•  Batter a Bakery 

•  Benteaux 

•  Brown’s Cake Shop 

•  Cate Street Seafood Station 

•  Cena 

•  Coop DeVille Hammond & Amite 

•  Covington Country Club 

•  Doughlicious Donuts 

•  Fitz-Lee Specialty Meats 

•  Hammond High Magnet School  
   Prostart 

•  Jacmel Inn 

•  Johnson’s Kitchen 

•  Kayla’s Bakery 

•  La Carreta Ponchatoula 

•  Murphy’s Seafood Restaurant 

•  NOLA Mia 

•  Our Mom’s Restaurant & Bar 

•  PJ’s Coffee, Donna Miller 
   (Downtown Hammond, North Oaks  
   Health Center, University Avenue 

   and Ponchatoula) 

•  Pull Clip Cafe & Bakery 

•  Ruff N Da Kitchen 

•  Salty Joe’s 

•  Southern’s 

•  Superking Seafood 

•  Tacos & Beer 

•  The Boston Restaurant 

•  The Cakery Bakery 

•  The Depeaux Bar & Grill 

•  The Real Deal an American Kitchen 

•  Tootsie’s BBQ & Catering 

•  TPSS Advanced College and Career 
   Magnet Center Hospitality & Prostart 

•  Trey Yuen 

 

BARS 

•  The Crescent:  Main Bar 

•  Benny’s Place – Drink of the Night

Special Services and In-Kind Sponsors

Participating Restaurants and Bars



The Richard Murphy 
Hospice Foundation 

Jodee McWilliams Hoover 
Executive Director 

Donna Olivia, RN 
House Administrator

To sign up for emails in our 
newsletter, go to our website 

richardmurphyhospice.com/#newsletter

Foundation - (985) 507-2629 

Richard Murphy Hospice House 
1109 S. Chestnut St. Hammond, LA 

(985) 340-0860 
 richardmurphyhospice.com

UPCOMING EVENT 
Hammond Smokin’ BBQ 

March 27 & 28, 2026 
Benefitting Nonprofits

RMHF Christmas Lights

Southern 
Magnolia 

Landscaping 
provides lighting 
for the house all 

year long.


