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Decriminalizing prostitution would create a...

PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

You Cannot Deregulate the Harm Out of Prostitution.

Being bought for sex is physically and mentally harmful. Sex buyers treat prostituted people like
objects, acting out dangerous and demeaning sex acts with no care for their health and safety.
Pimps and traffickers violently control prostituted people with only one thing in mind: profit.
Decriminalizing prostitution means no accountability for sex buyers and pimps who would
have unimpeded access to sexually exploit and physically harm the most vulnerable in our
communities.

Bodily and Mental Harm is the Norm in Prostitution

3 i @

One study in San
Francisco found that
68% met the criteria

for a diagnosis of PTSD
as severe as levels of

PTSD suffered by
combat veterans and

victims of state

torture.?

Prostituted women
report being urinated,
defecated and
ejaculated upon,
forced to have
unprotected sex, and
subjected to the
insertion of foreign
objects into their

bodies.!

61% of prostituted
women had sustained
Traumatic Head Injuries
while in prostitution
from being hit in the
head with objects
and/or having their
heads slammed into

objects.?

98% of prostituted
women surveyed had
been raped by sex
buyers or pimps.
92.2% report being
subjected to rape,
being shot, strangled,
burned, beaten,
stabbed, or punched.®®*
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