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Deep Hope:

* My deep hope for our class is that we

see where justice IS heeded In the
world and find ways to act for that

need.
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Long Term Learning Targets:

present/absent from a situation |

ideas with evidence

by~ | |
| can see when justice is f } | can'take a side and justify my

These two learning targets guide our exploration in the second of the
three essential questions about Justice: “Is there Justice in US History?”
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Curricular Outcomes:

SS.H.2.6-8.LC: Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.
SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.

SS.1S.6.6-8 MdC: Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details, while
acknowledging their strengths and weaknesses.

SS.1S.7.6-8: Critique the structure and credibility of arguments and explanations (self and others).

SS.1S.8.6-8.L.C: Analyze how a problem can manifest itself and the challenges and opportunities faced by those
trying to address it.

SS.1S.8.6-8.MdC: Assess individual and collective capacities to take action to address problems and identify
potential outcomes.



Teaching?
TRANSFORMATION
Habits of Learning:

Gracious Communicating

During our FLEX, we emphasized
respecting and valuing both
thinkers and classmates with
different viewpoints/experiences.

Curious Thinking

Students analyzed viewpoints
based off of what they believe or
are learning to believe. Students
engaged in.a new way of learning
and had to fit new ideas into what
they already know to be true.
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Diversity and In the US, the Diversity is not only in our Our class, like the world,
creativity are history and legacy histories, but also in the  shows differences in
gifts. God’s of slavery and experiences we have and opinions and

world functions racism show how ideas that appeal to us. experiences. While we

as a blend of diversity and Through sharing them, can’t solve the problem

different difference can be = we understand each of racism today, by

cultures, colors, weaponized other better and can respecting and listening

and experiences. against work to embrace to each other, we prove
marginalized diversity without division. that the problem can be
peoples. solved.
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This quote from Dr. Martin
788 Luther King reminds us
: *f-_ that the track of history

. changes based on what we
& do. Itis our job be God'’s
hands and feet, doing His

L work to bend it towards a

XEA more just future.
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e By the end of the year,

7’0% T T & students have engaged

BUT IT with three major

guestions:

1. What is Justice (left)

Is there Justice in US

History? (center)

3. How can we work for
Justice (right)
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Throughlines:

Pursuers of Justice:

Students work to analyze
solutions that promote
equality for historically
marginalized populations.

Without working towards
Justice, the question and
work in class doesn’t make
sense. It is modeling and
teaching students a way to
address world issues while
incorporating a diversity of
perspectives.

Leaders for Community:

By engaging with real sources
and real ideas, students will
see themselves as part of the
conversation on how to
address racism in the US.

By not giving closed or
specific correct answers,
students are challenged to
begin analyzing, understanding
and judging ideas for
themselves.



Learning Ta rget — Students conducted interviews with people in
| can say clea rIy what their community before answering these

Justice means to me questions themselves.
What is Justice?

® “Forgiveness, righteousness and helping God’s story
become real.”

| can say clearly what Justice £
means to me

Who do you know that shows Justice?

e “Mrs. Meeks [8th ELA teacher] because she helps all
of us feel welcome.”

| Why is justice important?
I e /' e “We are all equal and deserve to be treated equally.”

What do you think justice

is?
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Formational Learning Experience:

Real needs: In other
classes, students have
heard and seen stories of
racial injustice. But
students may not have
been asked to think about
open-ended questions
concerning how we can
address racism.

Real people: Some
of our students have
experienced racism
themselves—and
many more will.
Students are able to
see people in our
classroom and
community as real
people.

Real work: By doing the
hard work of growing
their own beliefs and
discussing them with
others students, students
expanded what they
knew to be possible and
began to see themselves
as thinkers with valuable
potential solutions
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INVITE

From the first day of our unit, we
introduced what it would look like to
debate with classmates.

Immediately, students realized it was
much harder to opt out when they
were treated as experts with
meaningful ideas and experiences to
contribute. Even on trivial subjects,
they realized they wanted and needed
their voice to be heard.

“Share your voice,
even if it doesn’t get
heard. Someone is
always still listening.
God is still listening.”

—Offered by a student during our
closing debate



Teaching

TRANSFORMATION

INVITE

After having practiced
debating and examining
viewpoints of others,
students engaged with
primary sources over the
course of a month. Filling
out a note sheet, they
built out a vision of what
each thinker believed.
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Zerte LESt OF < duarmen
A8 WHOHES Ferrg

A thinker that | roally agreed with fs W.E B
Dubois. He wanted there to bo moro
opportunitios and positions of leadership for
Affican Amaricans, To carmy this idea out. he
dacided o start a program that would
ovantually bring these opportunitios up. | think
ho roally wont doapor than the surface to help
got Alrican Amoricans wihal thay noeded

| Marcus Gorvoy:
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| iked Hampton's viewpoint the most because.
he balioves we should not battle racism with
racism but eliminnte It all together. He inciudaes
all peoplo and belleves we should de whalever
we can to fight for our rights without foar. Tho
«and of racism should be forcod, not suggesled.

Fred Hamplon wanlod all peogic 1o joln in th
fight to stop racism, He emphasizod that wo
shouldn't fight racism with racism, but thot the
Poople should have a revolulion and aflor that
pooplo will finally have freedom

1 agroa with WEB DuBols tha most bacauso
with aducation comos knowiedge and with
knowlodgo comas opportunitios, 5o if overyone
had the same amount of education they would

~ hava tho same amount of knowlodgo

In my group, W.E.B DuBois srgued that f al
got equal oducation that tho storeotypa that
people of color are inferior 1o whito individuals
vll not stay. [

with Homplon's [doas nbout |
violence. You cannot reach unity botween
pooplo If you ovarpowar a person or group of
peoplo In the hiorarchy. Overpoworing thom vl
only carse moro problams and hatrod amongst
tho paople

Fred Hampton was about taking @ stand, ho
wanted o have paace in tho world Including all
paoplo. Even though ho was belng aggrossive
VAth how ho was saying it. he was talking cbout
ways for us (o got juslico

‘How can we address Racism in

the US?

‘ Fanne

Loe

Hamer

1917- 1977

o 1ol all Bt Eoope
Shanld heTeandd
W AFnD do b

“If You Bollova the Nogro hap a Soul™
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Adichio oxplained that racism comos from.

nllht I gbers
Oy Piq pooplo  storootypos which originatod from slovery and
wiorllidoalll o caused it to occur. Although It wil loke a fong

Fred
Hampton 3/15

1 agroed with Kendrick Lamar's viewpoint.

bocause he writes music for younger

audiences about culture pride. All i songs

havo o groater massage for black listaners: (o

apprecialo their culturo. If he could chango the

werld, there would bo more young black poople

of their cufturo and wharo thay came.

Tho idoa | found best weuld be Kond
because ho wantod Amarican hip-hop o
and black culture to be (eopoctad in af

agpacts.
Kendrick Lamar talks about racism in his music |

and about how the world can put “ghetio™
pocple down whild trying to five oul e
American culturo thoy croatnd.

Tho idoa [ agreo with the mosz (s Kandrick
Lamar's idea. | beliova that othar rappers rop
about the same thing, like money, drug:
woman, alc. Kendrick Lamar s rapping abx

Ihings that ho noticos in the real warld, lor
xample, o cultural divido. ! think Kendrick

Adichie ind Lamar bot seormod to have tho
Idea of parsonal Idontity and who YOU aro as a
biack Individual. Thay focused on whotthe  —

Lamar wants to sproad awarenass 0bout this
world is mado up (© bo and afl the things books. 20

topic, to the 95 miflion poplo who istan to him
and tolovision portray but don show tho good "’ PO%e
things In Ko or tho reaity black people go

through,

monthiy.

Kendrick

porsen and thei character. Although her idea
sounds gocd, it would ba a vary hard idoa to

b

bl
A

time to convinco other paoplo’s minds nﬁn

got across the world as many peoplo won'l bo

willing to changa thair minds about others.
| disagraed with Adichie's kdoa becausa it taiks
about changing pocpla’s mindsal in order (O
ond raciam. | think that's Impossibla bacause
racism has beon around forovor. Many

, genoratons of familios passed down racism,

86 | think it would bo Impossidio 1o change.
quickly [t may bo a posaibility that can happen
bul It would Loke o long pariod of ¥mo.

| ogrood with Adichio's (d0a thal biack poopla’s
atorios shouldn ahways highlight segrogation
ond slavory:

Chimamanda
Adichie 3/25
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INVITE

In order to gain a better
understanding of justice, students

listened to two picture books and
responded on post-it notes. They | oy
highlighted the way the book B T\

portrays justice, as well as what they | B =

believed true justice would look like
in the context of the story.
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NURTURE

Students were given time and space to
examine their own beliefs and what
was important to them, but were
repeatedly reminded that social
guestions have no wrong answers,
provided that they are reasoned and
explained thoroughly.

As students began to grow more
confident in their own beliefs, the work
of nurturing changed. Reminded of the
openness of the assignment, many
turned to defending other students
and their right to their own beliefs.
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EMPOWER

After being shown a model, students were able to continue

engaging with their beliefs and values in a mature way outside of
class.

Months after our in-class debate, | overheard two students disagree
about one of the viewpoints. However, rather than escalating the
disagreement, they seemed intent to listen to each other in order to
make sense of their differences of opinion. As | walked away, | heard
one ask “What viewpoint did you choose?” The other responded,

not with a person’s name, but with what she valued about their
argument.
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Student Reflections:

“I learned from the 6 thinkers
that every person has a
purpose in this world, no
matter who you are. There
were many different opinions
and each opinion had
originality and meaning.”

“I do not believe racism will fully
end in our lifetime or anyone’s
lifetime because realistically the
only way to completely end
racism is for it to have not existed
at all. However, it's important to
discuss these topics because it
gives us ways to get as close as we
can to the end of racism and
dilute the impact.”
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Teacher Reflections:

Throughout the year, | wasn’t once asked when we would “use this in real
life.” Using our Deep Hope, students were able to see that in class actions
were intentional and motivated by helping them understand their beliefs.
Long-term learning targets were helpful in showing exactly what skills we
were developing, and why we were discussing and engaging with what we
were doing. TFT has helped better explain to students why we are doing the
work we are doing.
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