


Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with deep gratitude for the compassion and unwavering support that you, our donors,

volunteers, and partners, have shown to the children of Baja. Thanks to you, 2023 was a year of growth, resilience, and hope.

This year, we were proud to welcome Casa del Jardín orphanage into our network, expanding our reach to 20–25 more children

and teens. Throughout the year, all the homes we support continued to receive vital monthly funding for food, water, shelter, and

care—even as we faced the challenges of a 15–20% devaluation of the dollar. Your contributions made it possible to adjust our

support and ensure that every child’s essential needs were met.

Beyond survival, we focused on improving the quality of life. Construction and repair projects enhanced living conditions, while

our growing commitment to preventive healthcare resulted in hundreds of children receiving medical, dental, and vision care.

Education also remained at the heart of our mission. A successful back-to-school drive provided essential supplies, while in-home

tutors helped children close academic gaps caused by the pandemic. We also launched an exciting new computer coding pilot

program using MIT’s Scratch platform, empowering children with creative and technical skills that could shape their futures.

One of our most significant celebrations this year was the graduation of 12 students from university and trade school! Young

adults who now step into the world as engineers, educators, nurses, and more. Their achievements are a powerful reminder of

what’s possible when children are given the tools to thrive.

None of this would be possible without you. Thank you for standing with us, and with the children we serve. As we look ahead, we

remain committed to building brighter futures, together.

With heartfelt gratitude,

M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  F O U N D E R
2 0 2 3

Hilda Pacheco-Taylor,  Founder 
Corazon de Vida Foundation 
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OUR MISSION OUR BELIEF
We are on a mission to break the vicious cycle of
poverty from perpetuating child abandonment in
Baja, Mexico.

Every child’s life is valued and holds potential,
excitement, and opportunity. It is up to us to work
together to make sure our care gives children hope for a
bright future.
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150 MILLION
Approximately 150 million children are abandoned and 
living on the streets worldwide.

6000+ CHILDREN
Approximately 6,000 children are estimated to
live on the streets, under dangerous or abusive situations,
and thousands more live in extreme poverty in Baja
California, Mexico.

NO FOSTER CARE, 
NO WELFARE SYSTEM

Mexico currently does not have the robust social
programs that we have in the U.S. The only way to care
and support children in need is through a network of
private orphanages, funded entirely through donations.

WHO WE ARE
Corazon de Vida (CDV) is a US for purpose organization

founded in 1994, providing life-changing support for orphaned

and abandoned children in Baja, Mexico. We fund local

orphanages, provide quality of life improvement services and

invest in the children’s future by funding higher education.
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This program’s focus is on sustaining life.
We provide regular monthly funding to
each orphanage to cover food, shelter,
water and utilities. Funds are transferred
monthly through a debit-card system
connected to our bank account in the U.S.
This system ensures accountability and
helps us respond quickly to specific needs.

We partner with individuals, groups, clubs,
churches, and organizations to provide project
based funding to improve the children's quality 
of life. Projects include construction, facility
improvements, repairs, as well as support to
improve the overall wellbeing of the children 
such as medical, dental and psychological
needs.

Support for K-12 education includes
funding for uniforms, backpacks,
transportation, and graduation costs. Our
continuing education program provides
scholarship based funding for teens aging
out of the orphanage system and it includes
funding for inscriptions, tuitions, housing,
living expenses, and transportation.
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🏡 LIFE-SUSTAINING SUPPORT

New Partnership

🧒🏽🏠 Casa del Jardín orphanage joined our network, home to 

20–25 children and teens.

Monthly Support Includes: 

🥘 Food

🚰 Clean Water

🏠 Shelter

💡 Utilities

❤️ Care & Supervision

Economic Adaptation

💰We adjusted funding to account for the 15–20% devaluation of

the U.S. dollar, ensuring consistent support.

🛠️ QUALITY OF LIFE IMPROVEMENTS

Infrastructure & Repairs

Construction and renovation projects to improve safety and comfort.

Health & Wellness Focus

🩻 Increased medical care access

👁️ Expanded eye exams and glasses

🦷 Additional dental checkups and treatments

Health Emergency Fund

💰 Funds allocated for urgent medical needs & preventive care across all homes.

📘 EDUCATION

Back-to-School Success

🎒 Our community came together to deliver supplies and gear to hundreds 

of children.

Onsite Tutoring

👩‍🏫 Funded teachers & tutors

✏️ Helped children catch up post-remote learning

🚌 Supported new arrivals adapting to school

Coding Pilot Program

💻 Taught with Scratch (from MIT)

🧩Kids created stories, games & animations

Developed skills in:

🎨 Creativity

🧠 Problem-Solving

🤝 Collaboration

💬 Self-Expression



Supporting higher education for teens aging out
of the orphanage system is an important step in
breaking the cycle of poverty. It allows students
to create a better future for themselves, their
families, and their community.

Corazon de Vida began its Continuing Education
Program with 3 students who entered university
in the 2011/ 2012 school year. More than 51
former orphanage residents are currently in
university or trade school. They are role models
to their younger 'siblings'. 

CDV CONTINUING EDUCATION STATS

51 Students in the current 2022/2023 school year.

62 TOTAL GRADUATES TO DATE.

CHANGING THE ODDS
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3
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HIGHER
EDUCATION
MILESTONE

12 Graduates in 2023

Meet our newest CDV
Alumni.  From trade
schools to
universities,  our
young adults are
now pursuing careers
in their  f ields of
study.  A powerful 
testament to their
perseverance and 
your support!  

 🩺MEDICINE – EUNICE

💊 NURSING – MAGUI

👩‍🏫 EDUCATION – ALEJANDRA

👩‍🏫 EDUCATION – PALOMA

🦷 DENTISTRY – ROCIO

✂️ COSMETOLOGY – GRISELDA

💼 BUSINESS ADMIN – KELLY

📦 LOGISTICS – OSBALDO

🍽️ CULINARY – ANGELA

🧑‍🔧 ENGINEERING – CHARLIE

🧑‍🔧 ENGINEERING – KAREN

⚖️ LAW – LUPITA
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2023 REVENUE BY SOURCE

$1 ,836 ,720

$8 ,482

$18 ,862

$26 ,586

TOTAL REVENUE $1 ,890 ,650

Program Services

Management

Fundraising

2023 ANNUAL EXPENSES
$1 ,715 ,069

$149 ,932

$52 ,768

TOTAL EXPENSES $1 ,917 ,769



$50,000 +

A Child's Hope Foundation 
Joseph & Mona Gergen 
TCWGlobal
Vera R. Campbell Foundation

$20,000 to $49,999

Apogee Electronics /
 Betty Bennett
Carrin & Michael Goldstein 
Chris & Brenda St. Hilaire 
IL Diamante, LLC/ Dave Cox
Janet & Tim Huisking
Jeff & Socorro Hubbard 
John Nelson
Make a Difference / Lani Morel
Mary & Philipp Stephanus 
Paradise Charity Group / 
 Bahar Danesh
Vida Joven-Dorcas House 
William Lopez

$10,000 to $19,000

Alan & Wendy Hart 
Andrew J Zimmer
Betsy & Craig Berenson 
Bird Rock Systems, Inc./
 James Matteo
Brent & Bridgette Hart 
Clothing Illustrated
LoveStitch/ Danny & Parnaz
Consuelo Arredonodo 
Elsevier Foundation (RE Cares)
Frank & Soledad Toms Heavenly
Volen Lyndol & Diana Cook
Michael Gonzales  

WITH GRATITUDE
Mike Guerrero
Moises & Victoria Baron
Ortega's Mexican Bistro 
Pam & Charlie Pendrell 
Ron & Lupita Cohn
Rotary Club of Beverly Hills 
Sergio Bechara
Stark /Todd Vande Hei 
Tim D Diedrich
Trenton & Anna Taylor 
Wendy Hales

$5,000 to $9,999

Amar Harrag
Carmen F Gullo 
Carolina G Finch 
Charlie Copelan
Donald Harper
Doug & Al Killen-Harvey 
Doug & Ericka Gutshall
Dr. Alice Nguyen 
Elisabeth Fenning
Erin Donovan
Fiammetta Bernasconi 
Gabriel Murillo
Grant Woodruff
Ivan Calderon
Jason Albert
Jeff Garcia
Jim & Lisa Littman
Joel & Dierdre Mick
Kerry & Garfield Logan 
Larry Katz
Lawrence & Debra Poteet 
Maria Estela Hernandez Perez
Michael Gamboa
Natalee Jeanne Walker MacDonald
Nigel & Mayumi Allison 
Nooruddin (Rudy) Veerjee 

Orange County Community
Foundation
Patrish & Jim Seman 
Rajan Ramaswamy
Ron George & Tricia Takacs
Rotary Club of 
  Manhattan Beach Inc
Sarah & Alexander Alemany
Scott & Martha De Foe 
Sil Petrate
Stantec Consulting 
Steve & Lori Philp 
Steve & Mary Ellis 
Vidya Jhaver & Sishir Reddy
YachtAid

$2,500 to $4,999

Adobe Inc.
Aimee & Colin Slade
Alex Cooke
Alexandria & Jason Ott 
Alexis Schulze
Amanda Andreu & 
 Fernando Sanchez
Amar Harrag
Amy Stewart
Armando Sepulveda 
Ashesh Kamdar
Ben Liberman
Bobbi Weiner
Brianna Woo
Brittany & Tony Pacheco-Taylor
Capstone Missions
Carlos & Priscilla Escuita 
Cesar & Mary Padilla
Don & Liza Winslow 
Dwight & Barbara Newell 
Eren Goren
George Perez

Heather Chalmers
Helen Briglio
Jennifer & Jeffrey Ochoa 
Jesse & Kelly Sipan 
Jonathan & Naimeh Woodward
Kate & Todd Dokmo Kimya & 
 Reza Akhavain 
Kristen & Steve Churchill & Jackson
Leslie & Pedro Cruz
Mario Hernandez

$1,000 to $2,499

Aaron Balthaser
Adam Markle
Adam Walker
Alan & Diane Gaswirth 
Alex & Barbro Kirkpatrick 
Alex Dastmalchi
Alex Flores & Yarel Ramos 
Alison O'Connor
Allie Taylor
Ana Narvaez
Andrew & Carol 
Phelps Anna Anderson
Anne Jeeves
Bita & Mehrdad Tabatabai-lrani
Bob & Otilia Warren 
Bradley Gribble 
Brannon Allison 
Brenton Stransky 
Brett Beal
Brian & Barbara Sellstrom 
Brian & Colleen Hervey 
Brian Stai
Brian Willison
Briana & Richard
Mehren Britanny Carter 
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Carlos Belloso
Carmen Escobedo
Carol Meyer 
Casey Fetzer 
Cecilia Stefaniak 
Charles Knapp 
Chris Rogge 
Christian Andreu 
Christopher Payne
Claudio Robertson 
Colleen Crozier 
Corey Olson
Craig Harper
Dan Wayne
Dana Southworth-Morrison 
Darian Didier
Dave Golonski
David & Louisa Koplan 
David Hsiao
Denise Charvel
Derek & Tessa Wixon 
Diane Halfman
Donald Kerl
Doug Smith
Dr. Bari & Dr. Robert 
 Cunningham
Elizabeth Lem
Ellena Scarabello
Eric Goldschmidt
Eric Stoop
Erin Badala
Esteban Andreu-Von Euw 
Eva Paz
Fernando Scalini
Gabriel Ruiz
Gabriela & Paul Zimmer 
Gagik & Elsa Megerdichian 
Gary & Kris Schoenlein 
Gary Cox
Glover & Kathleen Ferguson
Gregory Thompson
Holli Everett

Homer Oatman
Hone Maxwell LLP
Iliana Guzman Castro 
Jackie Bazyk
Janet Hamilton, M.F.T. 
Javvad Syed
Jay & Kathleen Mangel 
Jeff Lowe & Pamela Palmer-Lowe
Jill Caspers
Jill McClaran
Joanie Marcus
John Haugland
John Pani
Jonathan Gunn
Joy Mashaal
Juli Spottiswood
Juliana Ipuz
Karen Gilbert
Langokids Irvine
Larry & Wendy Tenenbaum 
Leslie Hall
Leslie Rhodes
Leslie Smith
Linda & Raresh Isai
Lisa Sasevich
Liz & Paul Benkendorff 
Lorena Ramirez
Louis & Ana Rodriguez 
Luis Sandoval
Marc Frechette
Maria Genchi
Maria Marill
Maria Price
Mary Barry
Mary Bosch
Matt Smith
Matthew Parra
Max Gallegos
Melissa Lazaro
Michael & Katrina Kehoe 
Michael & Megan Trezza 
Michael Ajango

Michael Carbuto
Michael Dispenzieri 
Michael Nemeth
Monique & Brent Ramenofsky
Neisha Hernandez
Nick Heupel
Nika & Tommy Cleaver 
Oral Care Dentistry/Parnaz Aurasteh
Pamela Godde
Patrick Trolan
Paul James
Pejman Kalkhoran
Perla & Beverly Hernandez
Peter Crampton
Rachel Fisher
Raymond Hilbert
Renata & Melvin Alvarado 
Rich McCullen
Richard & Teresa 
Hagerty Rita Ramirez
Rober & Mary Vinck 
Robert & Chirs Perris Robert
Schoenlein & Heather Smith
Roger & Deirdre Perez Ron & 
 Louise 
Bone Ronald & Irma Escobar 
Ronco Plastics Inc 
Rosa E Munoz
Ryan Michael
Sammy Perricone
Samuel Viera
Sandra Slocum
Sarah & Robert Vanasek 
Scott Dineen
Shannon Barnes
She Rocks Fitness, Inc.
St. Edward the Confessor 
Soup Kitchen
Susanna & Douglas 
Owen Teresa Janz
Toby Greene
Tom & Elizabeth Kirksey 

Tracy Green
Trevista Vineyards /James Taylor
Victoria Lakers
Wayne & Maria Ortenburger
William Flynn
Wise Vision
Wonderful Giving

$500 to $999

208 Dents LLC
Abel Galvan
Adriana & Jorge Mota
Adriana Sanchez-Frank 
Adrienne Oriain 
Americas Christian Credit Union
Amitis Oskoui
Ana Parker
Angela & Travis Jones 
Angela Sanabria
Anne Ravanesi 
Anonymous Cash 
Anthony Tonokaboni 
Araceli Bejar
Armando Sistos
Arun & Neerja Aggarwal 
Bill Robbins
Blanca Diaz
Brian & Diana Hutchinson
Cari Cheney
Carla Bryan
Carla Zevnik-Seufzer 
Carlos Balderas Jr
Carlos Nelson
Casey & Angela McCourt 
Children and Family Futures
Christian Bourlier
Dan & Gina Streit-Tillotson 
Danny DeFalco
Dasha Saian
David & Lindsey Strasberg 
Deborah & George Rodriguez
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Desiree Peterson 
Dorothea Brandenburg
Ed O'Neill Construction 
Edward Donelan
Elizabeth Vogel
Eugene Kuznetsov
Felipe & Celene Martinez 
Fernando Lopez
Francis "Rusty" Gideon 
Guadalupe Alvarez
Hank & Laila Schoenlein 
Houman Shahi
Irene Betancourt
Jackson Janna
James Stull
Jessica Postil
Jesus Gomez
Joan Goodman
John & Cecilia Hernandez 
John Carlson
Juergen Schrenk & Ruth 
 Schrenk-Halfenberg 
Karina Ocampo
Karla July Micheli 
Katherine Ricossa 
Kathleen E Barnett 
Scherger
Kelsey Poulsen
Klaus Muller
Kristen Crawford
Laura Bautista
Leandro & Jessica Otero 
Lindsay Bjugan
Linsey Frey
LuAnn Fabian
Lynn Bery
Mahasty Mahooty 
Manuel Vasquez
Marco Negrete
Maria Roberts
Matthew B Merkley
Mauvarau Inc.

Melisa & Cory Berendzen 
Melissa Hayden 
Mercedes Chavez 
Michael & Dianne Ziering 
Michael & Dorothy Stock 
Michael Riddell
Michel Buhler
Michele & Saul Ovalle 
Michelle & Sal Baldomar 
Miganoush Artoonian 
Milton Ironfield
Miriam Silva-Torres 
Nancy Huynh & Suvar Le Nguyen
Natali Sanchez
Nicholas Ciffone
Nicholas Stem
Nicole Carr
Nicole Paz
Orzala Omar
Palos Verdes Peninsula 
 High School
Patricia Villegas
Philip Roll
Raymond Hashimoto 
Rebekah Reese
Reid Burkhardt & Beatrix Szopko
Rhonda Meyer
Robert & Margaret Thompson
Robert Hirsch
Robert Smith
Ronald Kramer
Rosa Castro
Ryan Erickson
Ryan Rieches
Samuel & Joseph Ingardia 
Sandra La Salle & Michael Sloan
Sara Gerard
Sean McCreadie
Selene Garcia
Sherry Lopez
Sierra Balow
Sonia & Alex Vasquez 

Steve & Kim & Phil Schultz 
Steven Schalig
Sydney Buffington
Tara Mackey
The Pet Sitter LLC
Tim Immanuel Smith
Tina Krause
Tom Komin
Veronica Orozco
Walter B. Clendenon Warren
Friedman
William Henscheid
Yvonne Realini
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GOVERNANCE 2023
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michael G. Beason 
Chairman

Hilda Pacheco-Taylor 
President

Alex Dastmalchi
Vice President

Mickey L. Wiebe
Vice President

George Perez
Director

Steve Paliska
Director

John Haugland
Director

BOARD OF ADVISORS

Siavash Tabrizy
Yarel Ramos
Alexandria Jackson

Susie Albin-Najera
Jan Huisking

Debra McGinty-Poteet

Hilda Pacheco-Taylor 
President

George Perez
Programs Director

Dan Smith
Executive Director

LEADERSHIP

Leny Acosta
Operations Director 
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Corazon de Vida Foundation
14252 Culver Drive #A800
Irvine, CA 92604

(949) 476-1144
info@corazondevida.org

501(c)3 Tax Exemption: 
#33-0707788

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 

www.corazondevida.org

@corazondevida

BECOME A HEART ANGEL 
Our monthly sponsors, “Heart Angels” offer the stability of monthly
support for the orphanages. These orphanages give abandoned children
security, nutrition and shelter, and allow them to grown in a positive and
loving environment.
Visit:  https://www.corazondevida.org/recurring-donation 

JOIN US ON A TRIP
Board our bus for a life-changing day-trip as we visit an oprhanage in our
care. We can also organize a private visit for your group, organization, or
small group of 2-5 people. For private trips email trips@corazondevida.org,
for standard bus trip registration visit the link below.
Visit:  https://www.corazondevida.org/events

PEER-TO-PEER FUNDRAISING 
Use social med to fundraise for an existing project or create a new fundraising
campaign for your birthday, wedding, or in honor of a loved one. You can  ignite
a movement for the orphaned and abandoned children of Baja.

PLANNED GIVING 
Individuals may include Corazon de Vida in their estate plans and wills, as
well as through retirement plans and IRAs, which may provide a number of
tax advantages.
Visit:  https://form.jotform.com/242486490513055

BECOME A MISSION PARTNER
Partners are our “Corporate Angels”. Funding can come from your giving
fund, cause related marketing programs, and/or employee donation
matching programs. The program can provide employers and employees
with a sense of shared purpose, which results in higher employee
satisfaction and retention. 
Contact: Hilda Pacheco-Taylor  |  (949) 476-1144 x 3  |  hilda@corazondevida.org

HOST A THIRD-PARTY EVENT
Through our Third-Party Fundraising Agreement you can make Corazon de
Vida the beneficiary of your existing or new event.  We can offer support as
needed to help make your event a success.

VOLUNTEER WITH US 
Volunteers are the backbone of Corazon de Vida's success; we would not
be able to function and manage our events without volunteer support. 

Contact: Leny Acosta  |  (949) 476-1144  |  leny@corazondevida.org

Visit: https://form.jotform.com/240076928948167

https://www.corazondevida.org/events
https://www.corazondevida.org/events
https://www.corazondevida.org/events
https://form.jotform.com/242486490513055
https://form.jotform.com/240076928948167

