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An Advocate’s Journey to Securing a 
Farm to School Month Proclamation in Maine



AGENDA

Spotlight Story - 20m

Renee Page, Executive Director

Healthy Communities of the

Capital Area

Please put questions in the chat! 
We’ll answer during the Q&A Portion 

Intro - 5m

Q&A - 20 m



ABOUT NFSN
Mission

National Farm to School

Network increases access

to local food and nutrition

education to improve

children’s health,

strengthen family farms,

and cultivate vibrant

communities.



H.RES.1655
2010

EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR
DESIGNATION OF
OCTOBER AS
"NATIONAL FARM TO
SCHOOL MONTH"



FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
RECOGNITION SCALES

FEDERAL STATE LOCAL
H.Res. 1655 (2010) Resolutions

(Legislative)
Proclamations
(Governor)

School boards
City and county
legislatures



FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
PROCLAMATION BENEFITS

Create an official public record of governmental support 

Build political will that paves the way for deeper support

Give local champions a tool to bring to skeptical administrators
and school boards

Recognize and strengthen coalition efforts

Generate media moments and community visibility

Create a recurring annual platform for events and engagement

No-cost = Advance the mission in difficult political moments



FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
ACTIVITY IDEAS

Schedule a field trip to a farm,
market, fishery, or other farm to
school site
Participate in the Big Apple
Crunch / special local food days
Display posters and stickers
Celebrate what’s happening in
your community
Host an elected official to school
lunch



FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
RESOURCES

https://www.farmtoschool.org/our-work/farm-to-school-month

Celebration Toolkit
Fact Sheet 
Posters 
Logos 
"Save the Date" Postcards
Stickers 
Bookmarks
Coloring Page 
Google Slide Deck Template
Zoom Backgrounds

New
in
2024



FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
PROCLAMATION RESOURCES

State Language
Examples (both
proclamations and
resolutions)

Webinar Recordings 

https://www.farmtoschool.org/resources



Don’t wait –
Spring is the
best time to

start planning!

An Advocate’s Journey to Securing a 
Farm to School Month Proclamation in Maine



Maine Farm & Sea to School Month 

Gubernatorial Proclamation

Renee Page, MPH, PS-C, CLC
Executive Director

Healthy Communities of the Capital Area
May 13, 2026

An Advocate’s Journey



A little history and context

● Healthy Communities of the Capital Area

● Maine Farm & Sea to School Network

● Maine Farm & Sea to Institution

● Maine Food Policy Work Group

● Bucket List

● The time was right



      Slide TitleAbout the process

● A little bit of who you know, not what you know

○ NFSN - Cassandra
○ Contact in the Governor’s Office
○ State agency partners 

● Deciding what to include in the language - will it stand the test of time

○ Health
○ Economy
○ Data
○ Sense of Place
○ Alignment with other priorities



Slide Title

● Text













      Slide Title    Whereases - statements about…

● what FTS programs are

● who FTS programs benefit

● how FTS programs support Maine’s heritage agriculture and fishing industries

● the economic impact of FTS programs

● how Maine upholds the Dirigo motto

● how FTS supports the Maine State Constitution’s Right to Food

● how the proclamation supports 2025 as Maine’s Year of Youth in Agriculture



  Hear ye! Hear ye!



What FTS programs are

Who FTS programs benefit

How FTS programs support heritage industries

Dirigo - I lead

 Supports Year of Youth in Ag

Economic Impact

Constitutional Right to Food

✓ Health
✓ Economy
✓ Data
✓ Sense of Place
✓ Alignment with Other 

Priorities



    Promotion

● Enews & Socials

● Press Release

● Legislators & Members of Congress

● Partner Organizations

● Leverage for other event promotion

○ National FTS Month

○ Apple Crunch Day



Thank you

● www.hccame.org

● www.mainefarmtoschool.org

● www.mainefarmtoinstitution.org

● https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/contact/request_proclamation 

http://www.hccame.org
http://www.mainefarmtoschool.org
http://www.mainefarmtoinstitution.org
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/contact/request_proclamation
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