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Lyrics and Translation

I. O Sapientia

O Sapientia,

quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti,
attingens a fine usque ad finem,
fortiter suaviter disponensque omnia:

veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.

I1. O Adonai

O Adonai, et Dux domus Israel,

qui Moysi in igne flammae rubi
apparuisti,

et el in Sina legem dedisti:

veni ad redimendum nos in brachio

extento.

I11. O Radix Jesse
O radix Jesse,
qui stas in signum populorum,

super quem continebunt

ges O0s suuin,
quem Gentes d()pI’C()‘dbUHtl

veni ad liberandum n n

trum domus

'mo claudit;

L educ vinctum de domo carceris,

sedéntem in lenebris et umbra morlis.

Wlardare.

O Wisdom,
coming forth from the mouth of the Mos,
IHigh,

reaching from one end to the other,
mightily and sweetly ordering all th?
Come and teach us the way C

& s with an outstretched

oot of Jesse,
standing as a sign among the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths,
to you the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer:

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of
Israel;

you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open:

Come and lead the prisoners from the prison
house,
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow

of death.




V. O Oriens
O Oriens O Morning Star,
, splendour of light eternal and sun of

splendor lucis aeternae, et sol justitiae:

) ) ) . ) righteousness:
veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et ) )
Come and enlighten those who dwell in

darkness and the shadow of death.

umbra mortis.

VI. O Rex Gentium

O Rex Gentium, et desideratus earum,

O King of the nations, and t@eir dest
S o S _

lapisque angularis, qui facis utraque the cornerstone making both
unum:

veni, et salva hominem,

quem de limo formasti.

7. O Emmanuel
O Emmanuel, Rex et legifer noster, , O®r king and our lawgiver,
exspectatio Gentium, et Salvator earum: ! e nations and their Saviour:

veni ad salvandum nos, Domine, Deus Come it save us, O Lord our God.

noster.

8. O Virgo Virginum
O Virgin of virgins, how shall this be?

For neither before thee was any like thee, nor
shall there be afier.

O Virgo virginum, quomodo fiet istud:
Quia nec primam similem

habere sequentem.

Daughters of Jerusalem, why marvel ye at

Filiae Jerusale 1d dnframini? )
Divi | me?
vinum est ¢ (Juoc . ) . .
o 1 The thing which ye behold is a divine
cernitis.
mystery.

e Great O Antiphons are a set of liturgical texts which traditionally
surround Magnificat at Vespers on the last seven days of Advent in Western
Christian practice. References to the Great O Antiphons can be found in

sixth-century sources, and their monastic use in Rome is documented by the




eighth century. The usual custom assigns these antiphons beginning with O Sapientia
(O Wisdom) at Vespers on 17 December. The cycle concludes with O Kmmanuel on 23
December. While this usage has been the dominant practice in the western Church, an
alternative medieval English practice arose which assigned these antiphons one day,

earlier, beginning with O Sapientia on 16 December rather than 17 December, an

adding the antiphon O Virgo virginum (O Virgin of virgins) on 23 December. T

alternative schedule with an additional eighth antiphon has been retainedg

Advent, the Great O Antiphons have also provided structure fi i@s other seasonal

devotions over the centuries.

hymnals, devotes a stanza to paraphrasin
The Hymnal 1982 (Episcopal Church)

reat O Antiphons. See #56 in

anza shows the date on which its

The Great O Antiphons conflate relevai®™€riptural texts and are distinguished by their

ach is_headed with the vocative “O” (for which they are

1aracterization of that title. This address is followed by

d a further projection of what is hoped for as a result. As

The® are short motets employing the Latin Antiphon texts and set for an

1accompanied choir of mixed voices singing in four to eight parts.

-David Hurd
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1. O Radix Jesse
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V. O Oriens
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VI. O Rex Gentium
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