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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA, et al., 

                                 Plaintiffs, 
  
                 v. 
  
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & 
MEDICAID SERVICES, et al., 

                                 Defendants. 

  

No. 8:25-cv-36-MSS-TGW 

 
 

JOINT RESPONSE TO COURT ORDER  

By Order dated January 16, 2026, the Court “direct[ed] the Parties to file, within 

twenty-one (21) days … a notice setting forth how and whether this case should 

proceed.” Dkt. 30. The parties have conferred multiple times and are working to 

determine the most expeditious way to resolve the dispute, which requires 

coordination across multiple federal and state agencies. Plaintiffs will dismiss this case 

without prejudice while those discussions continue. 
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Dated:  February 6, 2026 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
James Uthmeier 
   Attorney General 
 
Jeffrey DeSousa  
   Acting Solicitor General  
 
/s/ Christine Pratt  
Christine Pratt (FBN 100351)* 
   Assistant Solicitor General  
 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
The Capitol, Pl-01 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
(850) 414-3300 
(850) 410-2672 (fax) 
Christine.Pratt@myfloridalegal.com 
 
* Lead Counsel 
Counsel for the State of Florida 
 
/s/ Jared M. Kelson  
Jared M. Kelson* (pro hac vice) 
BOYDEN GRAY PLLC 
800 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 955-0620 
jkelson@boydengray.com 
 
Andrew T. Sheeran (FBN 0030599) 
   General Counsel 
FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE  
    ADMINISTRATION 
2727 Mahan Drive, Mail Stop #3 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
(850) 412-3670 
Andrew.Sheeran@ahca.myflorida.com 
 
* Lead Counsel 
Counsel for Agency for Health Care    
Administration 

 
 
BRETT SHUMATE 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
ERIC B. BECKENHAUER 
Assistant Director 
 
/s/ C. Lee Reeves 
C. LEE REEVES 
Trial Attorney 
 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs 
Branch 
1100 L Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
lee.reeves2@usdoj.gov 
 
Counsel for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on February 6, 2026, a true and correct copy of the 
foregoing was filed with the Court’s CM/ECF system, which will provide service to 
all parties who have registered with CM/ECF and filed an appearance in this action. 

 

Dated:  February 6, 2026  /s/ Jared M. Kelson 
 Jared M. Kelson 
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