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As we move towards the CSA
District Winter Break (12/22-1/2) I
am going to be checking in with
students very frequently about
their current academic marks.  

My goal is for all of my advisory
students to fully enjoy the holidays
without having to consider missing
assignments or the need to raise
their grades.

Mrs. Davenport is going to put on
her yearly underclassmen holiday
feast on December 17  an d I am
excited for my freshman students to
become a part of the tradition!  
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At CSPA, we are fostering Habits of
Mind in our classrooms to help students
grow not just academically, but as
thoughtful, reflective, and socially
aware individuals. 

One key habit we focus on is “Listening with
Understanding and Empathy”.  

This habit encourages students to:
Truly hear and understand the perspectives of others.
Consider the feelings and experiences behind the words of
others.
Engage respectfully and thoughtfully in discussions and
group work.

Why it matters:
Builds stronger peer and teacher relationships
Supports teamwork, collaboration, and problem-solving.
Helps students navigate diverse ideas and viewpoints with
respect.

In practice, students may paraphrase a
peer’s point, ask clarifying questions, or
reflect on what they learned from
another perspective. By practicing this
habit, our students are not only
improving communication skills but also
preparing for life beyond the classroom,
where empathy and understanding are
essential.

Focus of the Month:  Empathy


