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Middle School Yearbooks are on sale! Our yearbook is a 68-page color yearbook made by our Middle School
Yearbook enhancement that captures events and memories from this school year. If you would like to order a

yearbook, please visit this direct link: Order Link! If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Kowalczyk
(kkowalczyk@csaschool.org).t
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WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE THAT OUR CSAMS STUDENTS WILL BE HOSTING OUR SECOND HOLIDAY BAZAAR ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH. THIS EVENT IS A WONDERFUL
OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS TO SHOWCASE THEIR CREATIVITY AND ENJOY THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON WITH OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

STUDENTS WHO ARE INTERESTED ARE INVITED TO CREATE HOMEMADE CRAFTS, ARTWORK, OR SIMPLE PROJECTS AT HOME TO SELL AT THE BAZAAR. (NO FOOD ITEMS,
PLEASE). PARTICIPATION IS COMPLETELY OPTIONAL, AND STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE ANY PROJECT THAT SPARKS THEIR INTEREST. LAST YEAR, WE HAD STUDENTS 3D

PRINT ITEMS, CREATE PICTURE FRAMES, AND MAKE HOMEMADE JEWELRY. NOTE: WHILE MANY STUDENTS WILL BE PROVIDING HOMEMADE GOODS FOR THE BAZAAR, ALL
MONEY COLLECTED WILL BE USED TO PURCHASE BOOKS FOR THE CSAMS BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 

CLOSER TO THE EVENT DATE, WE WILL SEND ADDITIONAL DETAILS REGARDING SET-UP AND LOGISTICS. FOR NOW, WE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO START CREATING. ALL
PROJECTS AND ITEMS SHOULD BE READY BY THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11TH. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS AS THEY EXPLORE CREATIVITY, RESPONSIBILITY, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. WE LOOK FORWARD TO A FESTIVE AND FUN
HOLIDAY BAZAAR!

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO MRS. WOODRUFF AT AWOODRUFF@CSASCHOOL.ORG.

mailto:awoodruff@csaschool.org
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THIS MONTH, STUDENTS WILL BE EXPLORING CONCEPTS OF EQUATIONS AND
INEQUALITIES (APPLIED MATH); GRAPHING AND WRITING LINEAR EQUATIONS

(INTRO TO INTEGRATED MATH AND INTEGRATED I MATH); AND GRAPHING
QUADRATIC FUNCTIONS (INTEGRATED II MATH).

Literature

Social Studies
This month, students have been continuing on in their journey through ancient civilizations. We

ended our Ancient Egypt unit and transitioned into our Ancient Kush and Phoenicia unit. Students
had various chances to challenge themselves as writers and thinkers, as well as express themselves
creatively through different projects that showcase their knowledge of the month. Moving into the
new month, students will begin to learn about Ancient India, discussing the different ways that
civilizations were able to survive and thrive in the ancient world. Students will end the month

learning about Ancient China before we head into holiday break.

THIS MONTH, STUDENTS WILL BE WRAPPING UP THEIR PLATE MOTION ENGINEERING
INTERNSHIPS AND BEGINNING UNIT 4 -  ROCK TRANSFORMATIONS. AS STUDENT

GEOLOGISTS, LEARNERS WILL EXPLORE A GEOLOGICAL MYSTERY: TWO ROCK SAMPLES—
ONE FROM THE GREAT PLAINS AND ONE FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS—LOOK VERY

DIFFERENT, YET CONTAIN A SURPRISINGLY SIMILAR MIX OF MINERALS. DID THESE ROCKS
ORIGINALLY FORM TOGETHER AND LATER BECOME SEPARATED, OR DID ONE FORM FIRST
AND PROVIDE THE MATERIALS FOR THE OTHER? TO UNCOVER THE ANSWER, STUDENTS
INVESTIGATE HOW ROCKS FORM AND CHANGE OVER TIME, AND HOW VARIOUS ENERGY

SOURCES DRIVE THOSE TRANSFORMATIONS.

THIS MONTH, STUDENTS WILL WRAP UP THE LAST CUENTISTA UNIT BY WRITING ANALYTICAL ESSAYS ON ONE
OF THE NOVEL’S MAJOR THEMES, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR GROWING ABILITY TO INTERPRET LITERATURE WITH
DEPTH AND CLARITY. NEXT, THEY’LL PUT THEIR RESEARCH SKILLS TO WORK BY CREATING A MAGAZINE THAT
SHOWCASES THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THEIR CHOSEN BIOGRAPHY SUBJECT. TO CLOSE OUT THE
MONTH, STUDENTS WILL SHIFT THEIR FOCUS TO ENGAGING SEASONAL AND HOLIDAY-THEMED NONFICTION

TEXTS.



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD   MATH TERM FINALS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH       GLENLORE TRAILS AURORA WINTER WIZARDS  
                                            FUNDRAISER EVENT.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH            END OF TERM 1/ READING OF BIOGRAPHY BOOK
                                            SHOULD BE COMPLETED
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11TH      CSAMS/CSPA WINTER COLLAGE CONCERT - 7 PM
DECEMBER 11TH                      BIOGRAPHY PROJECT DUE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH          HOLIDAY BAZAAR 1:00PM-3:00PM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH         REPORT CARDS GO HOME
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH         CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY SPIRIT WEAR
WEEK OF DECEMBER 22ND     NO SCHOOL - WINTER BREAK
WEEK OF DECEMBER 29TH     NO SCHOOL - WINTER BREAK
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Biography
PROJECT
THIS TERM IN LITERATURE, STUDENTS WILL BEGIN AN EXCITING BIOGRAPHY PROJECT WHERE THEY’LL
SELECT ONE INFLUENTIAL PERSON TO STUDY — SUCH AS A SCIENTIST, ATHLETE, PHILOSOPHER, OR
OTHER REVOLUTIONARY THINKER FROM THE PAST OR PRESENT. STUDENTS WILL READ A BIOGRAPHY,
EXPLORE ARTICLES OR PERIODICALS, AND COMPLETE A SERIES OF CREATIVE PROJECTS TO
DEMONSTRATE WHAT THEY’VE LEARNED.
PROJECT OVERVIEW:

TOPIC SELECTION: STUDENTS WILL CHOOSE A PERSON OF INTEREST (TEACHER APPROVAL
REQUIRED).
RESEARCH: STUDENTS WILL READ ONE BIOGRAPHY AND AT LEAST TWO ARTICLES ABOUT THEIR
CHOSEN INDIVIDUAL.
PROJECTS & PRESENTATION: STUDENTS WILL COMPLETE THREE PROJECTS AND GIVE A SHORT
(5-MINUTE) PRESENTATION DURING OUR GALLERY WALK ON DECEMBER 12.

TIMELINE:
SEPT. 22 – DEC. 5: INDEPENDENT READING AND RESEARCH (BIOGRAPHY + ARTICLES).
DEC. 8 – 11: COMPLETE FINAL PROJECTS IN CLASS.
DEC. 11: FINAL PROJECTS DUE.
DEC. 12: GALLERY WALK PRESENTATIONS.

WE ENCOURAGE FAMILIES TO HELP STUDENTS CHOOSE SOMEONE THEY’LL ENJOY LEARNING ABOUT
AND TO SUPPORT THEM IN FINDING READING MATERIALS AT THE CSAMS LIBRARY, LOCAL LIBRARY, OR
ONLINE.

 IN TERM 1, STUDENTS FOCUSED ON THE SELF—UNDERSTANDING THEIR MINDSETS, STRENGTHS, AND EMOTIONS. IN TERM 2, WE TRANSITION OUR
FOCUS TO THE COMMUNITY, CENTERED ON THE THEMES OF OPTIMISM AND GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS. STUDENTS WILL MOVE FROM MANAGING
THEIR OWN FEELINGS TO UNDERSTANDING THE FEELINGS OF THOSE AROUND THEM. SPECIFICALLY, WE WILL TARGET THE SKILLS NECESSARY TO USE
POSITIVE COMMUNICATION TO INTERACT EFFECTIVELY WITH PEERS. A MAJOR FOCUS WILL BE PLACED ON THE "WORK" OF FRIENDSHIP: HOW TO DEVELOP

AND MAINTAIN POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH ACTIVE LISTENING AND EMPATHY. FINALLY, STUDENTS WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH SUPPORT FOR
CONFLICT RESOLUTION, LEARNING HOW TO NAVIGATE DISAGREEMENTS WITH A HELPFUL, OPTIMISTIC MINDSET THAT PRIORITIZES SOLUTION-SEEKING

OVER BLAME.
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REMEMBER YOU CAN CHECK YOUR CHILD’S PROGRESS ON
POWERSCHOOL AT ANY TIME AT
HTTPS://CSADISTRICT.POWERSCHOOL.COM/PUBLIC/.

ALL CSA DISTRICT ANNUAL STUDENT FORMS CAN BE
ACCESSED AND COMPLETED ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH
YOUR STUDENT’S POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT. UNDER THE
POWERSCHOOL PARENT PORTAL, YOU CAN UPDATE
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION AND COMPLETE ALL
ANNUAL FORMS. IF YOU NEED HELP OR SUPPORT WITH
ACCESSING YOUR POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT, PLEASE LET
ME KNOW. 

YOUR CHILD RECEIVES THE BEST EDUCATION WHEN YOU AND I WORK AS A TEAM. IT IS A
PARENT’S ENTHUSIASM, SUPPORT, AND INVOLVEMENT THAT INSPIRES CHILDREN TO DO

THEIR BEST, AND A TEACHER’S ABILITY TO TEACH WHAT THEY NEED TO LEARN.
TOGETHER, WE CAN ACHIEVE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT WILL ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO
EXCEL. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION AND I FEEL

PRIVILEGED TO BE A PART OF YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY.

Sincerely,‌
Michele DeYoung

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER

MDEYOUNG@CSASCHOOL.ORG

https://csadistrict.powerschool.com/public/

