
Dear Families,
I hope this message finds you staying warm and well during these cold, snowy winter days. Even as
winter takes over, our classroom is full of energy and excitement as we continue learning and growing
together. Thank you for your continued support and partnership—it truly makes a difference. Please don’t
hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns. I look forward to working together as we move
through the remainder of winter and toward the spring ahead.
Stay warm, and thank you for all you do to support our learners!

In Partnership,
Michele DeYoung

advisory
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Middle School Yearbooks are on sale! Our yearbook is a 68-page color yearbook made by our Middle School
Yearbook enhancement that captures events and memories from this school year. If you would like to order a

yearbook, please visit this direct link: Order Link! If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Kowalczyk
(kkowalczyk@csaschool.org).t
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 IN TERM 2, WE TRANSITION OUR FOCUS TO THE COMMUNITY, CENTERED ON THE THEMES OF OPTIMISM AND
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS. STUDENTS WILL MOVE FROM MANAGING THEIR OWN FEELINGS TO

UNDERSTANDING THE FEELINGS OF THOSE AROUND THEM. SPECIFICALLY, WE WILL TARGET THE SKILLS
NECESSARY TO USE POSITIVE COMMUNICATION TO INTERACT EFFECTIVELY WITH PEERS. A MAJOR FOCUS

WILL BE PLACED ON THE "WORK" OF FRIENDSHIP: HOW TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH ACTIVE LISTENING AND EMPATHY. FINALLY, STUDENTS WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH
SUPPORT FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, LEARNING HOW TO NAVIGATE DISAGREEMENTS WITH A HELPFUL,

OPTIMISTIC MINDSET THAT PRIORITIZES SOLUTION-SEEKING OVER BLAME.
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Literature

Social Studies

 IN OUR NEXT UNIT, “PHASE CHANGE,” STUDENTS WILL INVESTIGATE THE MYSTERY OF THE
METHANE LAKE ON TITAN. THE APPARENT DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LAKE SERVES AS THE ANCHOR
PHENOMENON FOR THE UNIT, AND THE STUDENTS’ ASSIGNMENT IS TO DETERMINE WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE LAKE. MOTIVATED TO UNDERSTAND PHASE CHANGE MORE DEEPLY, STUDENTS GATHER
EVIDENCE FROM THE PHASE CHANGE SIMULATION, FROM SEVERAL ARTICLES, AND FROM PHYSICAL
INVESTIGATIONS OF PHASE CHANGE. THEY LEARN THAT THE MOLECULES OF A SUBSTANCE MOVE
DIFFERENTLY WHEN THAT SUBSTANCE IS IN DIFFERENT PHASES. THEY ALSO LEARN HOW THE
KINETIC ENERGY OF MOLECULES AND THE ATTRACTION BETWEEN THE MOLECULES AFFECTS THE
WAY IN WHICH THE MOLECULES MOVE. STUDENTS USE THIS NEWFOUND UNDERSTANDING OF
MOLECULES, KINETIC ENERGY, AND ATTRACTION, AS WELL AS EVIDENCE ABOUT THE CONDITIONS
ON TITAN, TO EXPLAIN WHAT THEY THINK HAPPENED TO TITAN’S MYSTERIOUS LAKE.

 THIS MONTH, STUDENTS ARE PUTTING THE FINISHING TOUCHES ON THEIR GREEK MYTHOLOGY SCRAPBOOK
PROJECTS, MAKING MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE MYTHS, THEIR MORALS AND THEMES, AND THEIR

INFLUENCE ON MODERN LITERATURE. AFTER COMPLETING THE PROJECT, WE’LL BEGIN OUR SECOND READ-ALOUD
OF THE YEAR, THE OUTSIDERS. AS WE JOURNEY THROUGH THE NOVEL, STUDENTS WILL EXPLORE ROBERT FROST’S
POEM “NOTHING GOLD CAN STAY,” ANALYZE ITS CONNECTION TO THE TEXT, AND THEN REPLICATE THE POEM BY
ADOPTING FROST’S TONE WHILE ADDING THEIR OWN CREATIVE SPIN. THROUGHOUT THE BEGINNING OF THE
NOVEL, STUDENTS WILL DIVE DEEPLY INTO THE CHARACTERS, THEMES, AND MOMENTS THAT SHAPE THE STORY.

This month, students will be exploring concepts of algebraic equations (Foundations Math), ratios
and rates (Applied Math); graphing and writing systems of linear equations (Intro to Integrated

Math and Integrated I Math); and solving quadratic equations (Integrated II Math).

In February, students will get a chance to dive into Ancient Hebrews, the Origins of Judaism and finally, the
much awaited Ancient Greece! Students have been very excited for this unit and we are excited to finally

get to dig deeper into it with them. Students will use these historical examples to continue their studies on
how civilizations rose to power, lost power, and fell. We will look further into factors that helped civilizations
develop, the technologies they used, the geography of the areas, and the reasons these great civilizations

eventually met their downfall. By the end, students will be able to make connections to previous civilizations,
demonstrate their understanding of the differences between these civilizations and emphasize the lasting

marks they left on the world.



REMEMBER YOU CAN CHECK YOUR CHILD’S PROGRESS ON
POWERSCHOOL AT ANY TIME AT
HTTPS://CSADISTRICT.POWERSCHOOL.COM/PUBLIC/.

ALL CSA DISTRICT ANNUAL STUDENT FORMS CAN BE
ACCESSED AND COMPLETED ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH
YOUR STUDENT’S POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT. UNDER THE
POWERSCHOOL PARENT PORTAL, YOU CAN UPDATE
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION AND COMPLETE ALL
ANNUAL FORMS. IF YOU NEED HELP OR SUPPORT WITH
ACCESSING YOUR POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT, PLEASE LET
ME KNOW. 

THIRD YEAR PROJECT
WE ARE EXCITED TO KICK OFF THE THIRD YEAR PROJECT FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR! THIS

COMPREHENSIVE PROJECT IS DESIGNED TO BE THE PINNACLE OF YOUR STUDENT'S MIDDLE SCHOOL

EXPERIENCE, ALLOWING THEM TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR ACADEMIC COMPETENCY, CRITICAL THINKING, AND

PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS.

PROJECT COMPONENTS: STUDENTS WILL DIVE DEEP INTO A TOPIC OF THEIR CHOICE TO PRODUCE:

EXTENDED ESSAY: A WELL-DEVELOPED RESEARCH PAPER (MAXIMUM 1,500 WORDS) WRITTEN IN APA FORMAT.

IT REQUIRES A MINIMUM OF SIX SOURCES, FOUR OF WHICH MUST BE SCHOLARLY.

PRESENTATION: A PROFESSIONAL 4.5 TO 5-MINUTE SPEECH ACCOMPANIED BY A GOOGLE SLIDESHOW TO

DEMONSTRATE THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED FROM THEIR RESEARCH.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES: PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE KEY MILESTONES TO HELP KEEP

YOUR STUDENT ON TRACK:

WEDNESDAY, DEC 17: PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE

MONDAY, JAN 12: SOURCES AND PAPER OUTLINE DUE

MONDAY, JAN 26: 1ST DRAFT OF EXTENDED ESSAY DUE

MONDAY, FEB 16: FINAL DRAFT OF EXTENDED ESSAY DUE

MONDAY, MAR 2: PRESENTATION SPEECHES DUE

MONDAY, MAR 9: GOOGLE SLIDESHOW DUE

APRIL 13 – 16: PRESENTATION NIGHTS 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING THE INCREDIBLE WORK OUR STUDENTS WILL PRODUCE!

T

Beluga Ball
Our advisory is preparing for this year’s Beluga Ball on Saturday,
March 21, 2026. We are collecting items for our Golf Basket. We
are asking each advisory family to visit the Amazon Wishlist or

consider sending a donation between $5 and $20 to purchase
items for our advisory basket. Please send donations no later

than February 10th, 2026. 

https://csadistrict.powerschool.com/public/
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/JK4TQEP33TMD


NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS FOR THE 2025 - 26 SCHOOL YEAR HAVE
ALREADY BEEN SELECTED. TO BE CONSIDERED FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP TO THE CSAMS

CHAPTER OF NJHS FOR THE 2026 - 27 SCHOOL YEAR, CURRENT FIRST AND SECOND-
YEAR STUDENTS MUST DEMONSTRATE OUTSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP BY MAINTAINING
ALL A’S IN EACH CONTENT AREA ON THIS SCHOOL YEAR’S TERM 1, 2, AND 3 REPORT
CARDS. INVITATIONS FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR MEMBERSHIPS ARE SENT OUT AT THE

END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.
 

 I AM VERY PROUD TO SAY THAT 10 OF OUR ADVISORY STUDENTS HAVE EARNED ALL
A’S FOR THE FIRST TERM! CONGRATULATIONS AND KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!

National Junior Honor Society

 We are excited to announce our school's third annual Career Day, aimed at providing valuable
insights into various professions and helping guide our middle school students toward their future

careers. We believe that exposing our students to various career paths early on can positively
impact their academic choices and future endeavors. 

Your participation at this event is crucial in making it a success!
We are seeking Presenters to share their career journeys, educational experiences, and valuable
advice with our students. Our goal is to inspire and inform students about the myriad of career

possibilities that await them! 

If you, a family member, friend, or community contact are interested in presenting during our
Career Day, we extend a warm invitation to join us:

Location:  Charyl Stockwell Academy Middle School
Kindly RSVP by February 2, 2026 by completing this FORM. If you have any questions, please reach

out to Amanda Woodruff at awoodruff@csaschool.org. Please inquire if you require any assistance
or accommodations. 

Note: All presenters must have a valid background check on file with the front office before. 
Expect a follow up email with this documentation. 

We look forward to seeing you at our school's Career Day and appreciate your support in shaping
the future aspirations of our middle school students.

Career Day 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfum54xFl-MSxMsIcOhEckLwwCqU66UmPaunDbjwYrLAF_HWA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
mailto:awoodruff@csaschool.org


Our upcoming Winter Glow Activity Night is going to light up the winter season with neon colors, glow

sticks, music, and tons of high-energy fun. It will be held after school on February 12th from 4:00-

5:30. The cost of admission is $5 if pre-paid, or $7 the day of the event, and covers pizza, water, and

snacks! Parents MUST enter the building to sign out their student(s) afterward. We’re so excited to

create a bright, memorable night for our students—and we’d love your help to make it shine! Please

consider using the donation link below to contribute glow sticks, neon décor, or other event supplies.

Every donation helps us bring the glow and make this night a huge success. Thank you for your support

—we can’t wait to see everyone glowing! 

Battle of the Books:
Get ready for an exciting showdown of reading knowledge! In March, we will host our first annual

“Battle of the Books”: a fast-paced trivia competition where students go head-to-head by
answering questions based on novels from a pre-selected reading list. Participants will put their
comprehension, teamwork, and recall skills to the test as they compete for bragging rights and
schoolwide recognition. It’s a fun and engaging way to celebrate reading, encourage thoughtful
discussion of literature, and spark a little friendly competition. Let the reading—and the battle—

begin!

YOUR CHILD RECEIVES THE BEST EDUCATION WHEN YOU AND I WORK AS A TEAM. IT IS A
PARENT’S ENTHUSIASM, SUPPORT, AND INVOLVEMENT THAT INSPIRES CHILDREN TO DO

THEIR BEST, AND A TEACHER’S ABILITY TO TEACH WHAT THEY NEED TO LEARN.
TOGETHER, WE CAN ACHIEVE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT WILL ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO
EXCEL. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION AND I FEEL

PRIVILEGED TO BE A PART OF YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY.

SOON‌
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Friday, February 6                  Mid-term Reports Sent Hometh

Wednesday, February 11th   Comfy Clothes Day
Thursday, February 12th       Activity Night, 4:00pm-5:30pm
Friday, February 13th             No School - Midwinter Break
Monday, February 16th         No School - Midwinter Break
Friday, February 27th             CSA/CSAMS Spirit Wear


