
Navigator News

Ways to Support Your Learner at 

Home

As we have started to meet with families for our 
Comprehensive Student Reviews and will 

continue to do so, we wanted to share out some 
helpful tips for supporting your learner 

academically at home:

Ways to support your reader’s fluency:
-  Sight word practice
- RAZ Kids nightly (logins coming soon!!)
- Sight word detective games in books (choose a 
sight word from your reader’s list, and have them 
be a sight word detective and tally how many 
times they find that sight word in their book
-  Re-reading books over and over to become a 
voracious reader, and add a fun challenge of 
timing each reading, and seeing if your reader can 
beat their time!
-  If your reader is struggling with a word, provide 
it for them, and have them reread the whole 
sentence again with the word said correctly.

 
 Ways to support your mathematician’s fact 
fluency:
-  Flash cards (addition and subtraction)
- Yahtzee
- Dice games (roll two dice and add, subtract, 
multiply, etc.)
- Card games (play with a partner, flip over 2 
cards, add them as quickly as you can, largest 
answer gets to keep all cards)
 
Ways to support your writer:
- Let them pick out a special journal to be written 
in and a special pen to write with at home.
- Write letters back and forth with your learner, or 
have them be Pen Pals with a family member.
- Have them help you make lists around the house 
(grocery lists, gift wish lists, to do lists, etc.).
- Reread through writing pieces together to check 
for punctuation and capital letters where needed.

We also wanted to include a reminder 
about donations for our Christmas party. Thank 
you so much to everyone who has already signed 
up! Please make sure to send in donations by 
Tuesday, December 15 so that we have time to 
take inventory and make any necessary 
purchases. Perishable food items may come the 
morning of the party and we’ll keep them cold 
until the party begins. Here is the link to our party 
SignUpGenius if you’d like to contribute:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4BA8A
C29A7FE3-narwhal8

PowerSchool Forms- need ASAP ! 

Please be sure that you’ve logged in to PowerSchool to 
complete all the Open House forms for this year and to 

make sure your contact information is correct and 
up-to-date. If you have issues logging in, you can contact 

Mrs. Thor at dthor@csaschool.org directly. :-)

Uniform Reminders

Please take some time to review the reminders 
below and make any adjustments needed. Please see 
the CSA Family Handbook for the full description of the 
uniform policy. If you have questions, we are happy to 
provide guidance, or you can always follow up with 
Leadership directly. 
Thank you for helping to maintain a core piece of CSA’s 

mission. :-)

Shirts: Solid colors in white, light blue, or red. 
Undershirts must be solid white.

Socks/Tights: Must be solid white or solid navy blue.

Shoes: Dress shoes are allowed in the following solid 
colors: brown, navy, or black. Tennis shoes are allowed 
in the following solid colors: black, white, navy, and 
grey. 

Sweaters/Cardigans/Vests: Must be solid navy blue.

Hair accessories: Must be red, light blue, navy blue, 
white, brown, or black.

Leggings are not permitted except as extra layers for 
recess or carpool. Pants must be navy blue. 

Contact

Please be sure to include both teachers on 
email contacts. This helps ensure messages are 
received and responded to in a timely manner. Our 
emails are always listed on the front page of this 
newsletter, in addition to our school phone number 
and classroom extension. 

lchurchill@csaschool.org
sdicosola@csaschool.org

When we send emails out, we usually begin 
the title in the subject with “Narwhal Notes” so that 
it’s easy to search. Our first email blast came before 
school began and the second came on the first full 
day of school. Check to be sure you received them! 
We sourced email addresses from PowerSchool. If 
you have an update to your information or wish to 
add to our personal email list, let us know!

100th Day of School!

The 100th day of school is coming up!  In 
celebration we will be having a spirit wear day on 
Friday, February 20th!!  Here are some exciting things 
about this day: Your child may dress up as someone 
who is 100 years old!  This means gray/white wigs, 
appropriate clothing, walkers, cane, beard, 
suspenders, glasses etc.  We cannot wait to see them! 

If your child prefers, they may design and wear 
a shirt or design and wear a cape with 100 things on it.  
This could be drawn on or attached to the shirt or 
cape!

As always, CSA spirit-wear is acceptable on 
these days. Spirit-wear is optional and students can 
stick with their uniforms if they so choose. See 
examples below!

Abovet: Throwback to our AMAZING performers at our Christmas concert! What a 
feat for our Narwhals to have worked so hard to prepare and perform. Remember, it 
was a family act even though some couldn’t attend that day. We couldn’t have done 
so well without the help and perseverance of ALL of our Narwhals! 

Important Dates

2/6 - Valentine’s Day Party; Spirit Wear: Valentine’s Day 
themed- uniform bottoms required
2/9 - Parent Council Meeting - 6pm at CSPA
2/12 - LOVE Day! Spirit Wear: Wear what you love- 
uniforms not required
2/13 - No School for students (Staff PD) 
2/16 - No School
2/20 - 100th Day of School 
2/24- Narwhal Field Trip to Impression 5

February Birthdays:

Happy birthday month to Lilly!

Navigator News
Beluga Ball

Have you heard?? The Beluga Ball is coming around 
on Saturday, March 21 and will be a live-streamed event 
including a live auction for things like first in line at carpool, 
coveted front row parking spaces, classroom projects, and 
more! A silent auction with open bidding will be available as 
well. See our previous email and letter sent home from our 
rep for ways to help contribute toward our classroom 
basket(s) and big items to auction.  As part of the silent 
auction, we’re also offering a “Teacher Experience”- a lucky 
winner and a friend get their choice of activity to spend an 
afternoon with Mrs. Churchill and Mrs. Dostal! 

The Beluga Ball committee could use help with 
donations toward some auction spots and seeking donors or 
ad sponsors. Keep an eye on the Tuesday Times for messages 
from the committee and how you can help to support our 
biggest fundraising event. Funds from the Beluga Ball have 
brought things to our campuses like new computers, 
playground equipment, science resources (science kits, 
microscopes, etc.), and has stocked our libraries with 
thousands of books.

Thank you for all the donations received so far for our 
class projects and for your partnership in supporting our 
school! Email us or belugaball@csaschool.org with questions 
or to help!

lchurchill@csaschool.org    edostal@csaschool.org  
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We had our first piece of student work posted on 
our Quali-Tree Work board last week! What a 

perfectly delightful picture to feature. CSA does 
ROCK! :-) 

Learning Targets
February is another exciting month of learning!  See what 

our learners are up to this month in our academic workshops: 

Reading: Readers continue to dig into non-fiction text features 
and how to tune into new information. Using non-fiction texts 
has offered readers the opportunity to develop questioning skills, 
work on targeting key facts, working with partners to retell, and 
tuning in to main ideas by identifying topic sentences. In our 
guided reading groups, readers continue to work on skills related 
to their independent and instructional reading levels. For some 
groups, continued focus on building sight word fluency is key 
while for others, developing deeper comprehension skills is the 
focus. 

Writing: Our writers are working through a new unit on 
non-fiction writing and practicing writing with the purpose to 
inform. This will lead us into the next part of the unit where 
students will begin working on writing animal reports. Through a 
process of shared research, writers will learn and write 
information related to their animal’s appearance, diet, habitat, 
and other facts they deem interesting to share. This work will be 
featured in our Culminating Event and we’re excited to be able to 
invite you in to see our writers at the end of this unit! Keep an 
eye out for a save-the-date for our event in early March!

Math: Mathematicians will continue to focus on math fact 
fluency, continue to work on fact families, review solving for the 
missing number, review important math vocabulary, and focus on 
using various addition strategies to add 3 digit numbers (as it 
applies to our mathematicians) such as using a number line, 
place value, or partial sums. 

Character Corner

April is a time of growth and change, in nature, in the classroom, and 
within each student. Flowers bloom outside while friendships have grown inside 
our classroom family. Much like gardening, maintaining and growing friendships 
takes time and patience, learning from experience, and constant revisiting to 
assure continued success. At this point in the year, many students have moved 
on from just having classmates to having a few, closer friendships - likely with 
some lost ones along the way. As teachers, we view maintaining friendships as 
just as important a goal as academic growth, and it often needs just as much, if 
not more, attention. Navigating relationships successfully is paramount to 
success now and later in life. Here, we will look at a few very common 
friendship woes (among many) and our goal in overcoming them. The key word 
here is COMMON and we hope to instill this mindset so that we all don’t 
overreact to everyday happenings, even when they feel BIG.

(Character Corner continued below)

Above: Narwhals have been working on their concert songs 
and are excited to share them! Look at our bold and brave 

singers rehearsing! 

February Choice Board
In your student’s Tuesday folder, you 

should have received the February Learning 
Extension Choice Board. Remember that this is an 
optional activity board, but is designed to facilitate 
and support learning at home by making fun and 
real-world connections to what we’ll be working 
on in the classroom. Each box can be completed 
more than once, adjusted to fit your learner’s 
needs and the level they are personally working at 
as necessary. Students are welcome to send in any 
completed work items to share and the checked 
off choice board can be returned at the end of the 
month. Have fun!

Happy Halloween from 

Narwhal!

THANK YOU so much for 
helping us to make our 
Halloween party such a 
fun and festive time! We 
couldn’t have made the 
day without everyone’s 
help. Special thanks to our 
party volunteers for 
joining us and keeping 
things running smoothly. 
This was a celebration to 
remember, for sure! 

Narwhal of the Week

Each week, 1-2 students will have the chance to 
be up for “Narwhal of the Week” and participate 
in an extended share (like show and tell). We’re 
excited to hear more about our Narwhal! Notes 

with the specifics on procedures and dates will be 
sent in Tuesday folders. Here’s our February 

schedule. 

Week of 2/2: Grant and Wesley O.

Week of 2/9: Maverick and Harbour

Week of 2/16: Maren

Week of 2/23: Lilly and Natyli

Week of 3/2: Riley A. and Lainey

Outdoor Attire-REMINDER

As the weather is getting colder, students should be 
bringing a coat, hat, and gloves to school every single day for 
recess. Teachers check for the wind-chill and radar daily 
before recess and we will go outside unless the windchill is 
below zero. To ensure students are adequately prepared, 
girls that wear skirts can bring in pants to put on underneath 
for recess and students can even leave their gear in their 
locker. It is important for students to be prepared for the 
daily changes in Michigan’s weather. Please label all of their 
gear. Please ensure your child knows that they must wear a 
coat outside as weather is colder.

             Label, label, LABEL all outdoor gear as well. We get 
lots of gloves and hats that are very similar and get mixed 
up. Be sure to have a change of school appropriate shoes as 
boots are not part of our uniform protocol. Make sure that 
for days when snowpants aren’t necessary, that cover-up 
pants for any of our skirt-wearing Narwhals are sent! While 
Narwhals do live in the Arctic, some of our learners aren’t 
totally adapted. ;-) Thank you for your support!

Valentine’s Day Party

Our final class party is upon us and we can’t wait to 
celebrate in style with our learners. Our reps have been hard 
at work planning another unforgettable day! It will be a 
Valentine-themed spirit-wear day, too! Shirts and accessories 
are welcome, with uniform bottoms. As always, any CSA 
spirit-wear is okay, too. Check out our signupgenius in the 
weekly emails for donation opportunities. 

As you may begin planning out Valentines, should 
your learner choose to bring them, here are a few tips. We 
have 44 students in our class. We will have a station to hand 
out valentines during our Valentine's Day party on February 
6. This is different from last year when we saved that activity 
for Love Day. This may vary class to class as well, so be sure to 
check on that procedure if you have children in multiple 
classes/units. How to address valentines: Please either leave 
the “To:___” space blank or fill in with a generic greeting 
such as “To: My friend”. This helps to streamline the process 
of handing these out. Thanks for your help! :-)



We had our first piece of student work posted on 
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Culminating Event
Join us in celebrating our wonderful writers! We’ve 

begun work in laying the foundation for our upcoming 
culminating event which will shift to showcase our writing skills. 
This cross-curricular event gains further foundation from mentor 
texts we’ve studied, and will study, during Reading Workshop as 
well. Much of our reading focus has been on identifying and 
using nonfiction text features and exploring texts with the 
purpose to inform. In writing, our learners have begun shifting 
toward factual writing versus much of the story-telling styles 
we’ve worked on up to this point. Our Culminating Event will 
showcase this new genre of writing where students will present 
an animal report with elements of nonfiction text features and 
shared research. 

More information will come soon as far as timing of the 
event and possibly having families choose time slots to attend to 
help with flow in the classroom as this event will run during the 
school day. The event will be in early March and run from 
2:00-3:00pm. Check classroom emails for specific dates! While 
here, we will invite you to check out the work of their 
classmates as well! Please plan to arrive at the start of your time 
slot and come on in! Some families may need more or less time 
to visit and see projects, but we hope this system allows you to 
spend time appreciating and celebrating your writer’s hard 
work! 
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Above: Narwhals have been working on their concert songs 
and are excited to share them! Look at our bold and brave 

singers rehearsing! 

Love Day
There are 2 important days coming up! The 

Valentine’s Day classroom party will be held on 
Friday, February 6th. The school and our classroom 
will be celebrating Love Day on Thursday, February 
12th! We intend on using both days to ramp up 
the relationship building and fun! 

Love Day has become an annual tradition 
at CSA where we devote a day to just being and 
doing what we love. This will be a spirit-wear day 
where students can wear what they love to school 
(so long as it is school and weather appropriate, 
but yes, this can include jeans!) and is also the day 
of our school-wide pancake breakfast. We will 
work to create a day of fun, love, and togetherness 
that we hope our students cherish. Keep an eye 
out for more specifics about this day in the 
Tuesday Times and via class emails. 

 

Happy Halloween from 

Narwhal!

THANK YOU so much for 
helping us to make our 
Halloween party such a 
fun and festive time! We 
couldn’t have made the 
day without everyone’s 
help. Special thanks to our 
party volunteers for 
joining us and keeping 
things running smoothly. 
This was a celebration to 
remember, for sure! 

Field Trip

We’ve got another field trip on the books 
and we’re super excited! Navigator classes will 
venture to Impression 5 in Lansing for some 
hands-on science fun and learning. The Hector 
class will explore the science center on February 
25. Be sure to check your learner’s Tuesday folder 
soon for permission slips to sign and return with 
payment. Also included with the permission slip 
will be a form to indicate whether you’d like to 
pre-order a school-provided lunch for your 
learner that day. Please return the form or email 
us directly so that we can make sure that is 
accounted for. 

XXXXXX

XXXXXXXX

Celebrating MLK Jr. Day!

Our annual tradition to learn and/or review information about the life and legacy 
of Martin Luther King Jr. never disappoints! We are always so filled with joy and hope 
when our learners think about the character Dr. King portrayed and how his pursuit for 
love and inclusion shaped a tumultuous time in history. Taking inspiration from Dr. King’s 
acts, Narwhals got hands-on with a service project of their own. The “Meals on Wheels” 
organization collects decorated bags to package meals they deliver to those who need 
them in our community. We’re so proud of the time and effort these kids put in to to help 
make a difference. We also spent time encouraging our learners to think about hopes and 
dreams they have for their future. Things like “Everyone would have what they need”, 
“Animals wouldn’t be hurt by pollution in the ocean”, and “Everyone would be included 
and treated fairly” are just some of the ideas our learners came up with. 



Mindfulness Continued!

“Love Day” 

Highlights!

We continue to revel in the connections, activities, and fun we 
had on February 14 spending time as a class. We look forward 

to continuing to include some of the ideas from our learners on 
what they’d love to include in our school day as the year 

continues. We know we shared a bunch on Seesaw but we 
couldn’t resist highlighting this special day again! Thank you for 

continuing to share your beautifully amazing kids with us!! 

Right: Natalie and Mollie enjoy 
browsing some new books during 

library. What a great time to 
check out something new and 

practice buddy reading!

Left: Margot and Nyla jam out 
during music!  

Narwhals have loved the 
newest playground addition 

at recess! It’s been a fun 
bonding experience to watch 

them enjoying something 
new together as a group and 
to also work out turn-taking, 
keeping turns fair, and sharing 

the time and space of this 
attraction. What fun they’ve 
had and what a great way to 
put those character traits in 

action! 

Spring Break

Spring break wraps up the end of a 
busy and fun March. We hope you all are 
able to take some time to connect, soak in 
moments of love and joy as a family, to rest, 
and to have fun! We highly, highly 
encourage time to unplug and unwind. Of 
course, we also encourage you to find ways 
to keep learning going to help your child 
continue to make progress with their 
academic skills. We hope learning 
opportunities come naturally and 
authentically, providing not just skill 
practice, but ways to connect as a family. 
Below are some ideas!

Reading: Make a set time each day to 
sit down and read together! It’s so 
important for children to hear reading 
regularly. They can practice asking and 
answering questions as you read, work to 
retell parts of stories, point out sight words 
in context, and even read aloud and try to 
get faster each day as they reread the same 
book.

Writing: Go outside and write sight 
words in the dirt! Go on a walk and write 
about observations. Write a letter to a family 
member or a note of thanks to community 
workers. Write a silly story as a family where 
everyone adds a new line.

Math: Graph minutes read each day! 
Grab a deck of cards and play an old favorite 
game, or check out a new one: 
https://www.weareteachers.com/math-card
-games/?fbclid=IwAR07OYZrT23D0ZzQ2Ls9l
0eduZIejdCbuTrrehDEeGLZsqR1tizBNj_pZ58

We wish everyone a safe, healthy, 
and joyful break! 

Christmas Party Fun!

Before you check out some highlights, we have to say THANK YOU! Thank you just doesn’t even cover it, though! Our 
Christmas party was a big success and so much fun thanks to the incredibly generous donations from all of you! We 
are so grateful for every contribution whether monetary or time spent helping in the room. Thank you to those who 

stayed to help turn the room into the magical wonderland we envisioned. Thank you to our party volunteers for 
joining the fun with us. Thank you for everyone who sent money and items in to help. And thank you so much for all of 

the thoughtful gifts! We are so overwhelmed with everyone’s kindness and the secret gift collection fund on our 
behalf. Wow. We are so blessed and blown away by the most incredible families ever! We are humbled, honored, and 

truly moved by these amazing acts of love and generosity. We’re not crying… you’re crying! ;-) Thank you! 

Character Corner

In February, the month of love, relationship building, and a whole lot of socializing - we 
like to take time to revisit our social protocols and connect it to Getting Along. Our social 
protocols are a list of specific manner and etiquette based procedures to help students build 
social skills. The Social skills each have specific steps to complete it successfully as well as a 
rationale and helpful hints. The five protocols focused on during lower elementary are: 
introducing yourself, greeting adults and peers, following instructions, getting another person’s 
attention, and accepting no for an answer. CSA modeled their social protocols after the work 
done by Dowd and Tierney in Teaching Social Skills to Youth.

Social skills are important for students to master. Too often we encounter children and 

adults that simply lack the basic skills of appropriate social interaction. Such skills are needed to 

effectively interact with others, meet basic needs, ask for help, and build up the acquisition of the 

character traits of getting along, kindness, optimism, respect, responsibility and work ethic. It is 

important  for these skills and traits to be modeled consistently  by positive role models so that 

these become expectations and second nature to students. Lacking in or lacking to use these 

skills leads to increased relationship woes, hurt feelings, and negative interactions. You’ve 

probably seen these moments happen at home when someone stops focusing on respectful 

interactions and responses and begins to cause strife. Hence, the need to work on these both at 

home and school.

The teachers in all classrooms will introduce these to students and reinforce them 

throughout the year using the same teaching strategies as with procedures and routines. Each 

protocol is introduced using overt modeling of the steps, followed by consistent practicing. It is 

then reinforced and acknowledged in students’ everyday activities throughout the year like read 

alouds and group work. Social protocols look and sound like what we typically consider traits of 

manners and etiquette. For example, making eye contact during interactions , smiling, and using a 

pleasant voice are key steps in many of the protocols. Students becoming confident in meeting 

new people and more willing to follow directions or accept no for answer without argument are 

evidence of social skill growth. The two biggest challenges at this age (and around this month) are 

consistent use of “accepting no as an answer” and “following instructions the first time given”. 

Sometimes as comfort grows, so do one’s casual or careless responses. We will focus a little more 

on following through on these protocols to make sure students understand the importance and 

feel the difference when these are used and when they are not. In the end, the more social 

protocols that are followed, the stronger the relationships and the more getting along we see! 

Please check out these photos to see some of the posters we use in the classroom.

https://www.weareteachers.com/math-card-games/?fbclid=IwAR07OYZrT23D0ZzQ2Ls9l0eduZIejdCbuTrrehDEeGLZsqR1tizBNj_pZ58
https://www.weareteachers.com/math-card-games/?fbclid=IwAR07OYZrT23D0ZzQ2Ls9l0eduZIejdCbuTrrehDEeGLZsqR1tizBNj_pZ58
https://www.weareteachers.com/math-card-games/?fbclid=IwAR07OYZrT23D0ZzQ2Ls9l0eduZIejdCbuTrrehDEeGLZsqR1tizBNj_pZ58
https://www.weareteachers.com/math-card-games/?fbclid=IwAR07OYZrT23D0ZzQ2Ls9l0eduZIejdCbuTrrehDEeGLZsqR1tizBNj_pZ58


Character Corner

ISloan Museum 
In-house Field Trip

For our Term 2 in-house Field 
Trip, the Sloan Museum of Discovery will 
come to CSA on Friday, February 24th to 
explore the science of sound with the 
Navigator unit. What makes sound? 
Students will find out as they investigate 
vibrations, pitch, and loudness with fun 
hands-on activities in this 
curriculum-aligned STEM program. 
Please be on the lookout for more 
information soon that includes cost, 
timing, and any additional activities for 
the day.

January Highlights!

Here are a couple snaps of some proud learners from Morning Work 
and Centers. We love when our students join forces to connect ideas and 
creativity to create new structures and designs. The best part though is 
when they are bursting with pride and begging for a picture to be taken of 
their creations. :-) 

To the right is pictured one of the display cases in the Gallery. It 
features some very talented and special artists straight from Narwhal! We 
were so excited to supply some of our amazing mosaic masterpieces. Check 
out these awesome projects! 
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