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Alex Morrison
Board Chair 

Dear EarthEcho Community,

Nearly 20 years ago, I had the good fortune of meeting Philippe Cousteau 
who shared his vision for EarthEcho International—an organization built to 
honor his father and grandfather’s legacies and to empower young people to 
protect and restore our ocean planet. 

Throughout my time with EarthEcho, one thing has remained constant: the 
power of this organization and the young people it trusts to lead. In a year of 
extraordinary reach—millions engaged across global programs, hundreds of 
youth- and community-led projects completed, and tangible restoration and 
advocacy outcomes around the world—EarthEcho shows what is possible 
when young people are given the tools, training, and opportunity to act.

At a time when it can be easy to feel uncertain about the future, EarthEcho 
gives me confidence. The staff, partners, Board, and especially the youth 
leaders in this community remind us that the next generation is not waiting 
for permission. They are already organizing, restoring, advocating, educating, 
and innovating, and the rest of us are proud to support them.

This past year has also brought meaningful transition. With Mia DeMezza’s 
steady guidance, the Board undertook the search for EarthEcho’s next 
Executive Director. We found Rosemary Trent, whose leadership, experience, 
and deep commitment to this mission give me great confidence in the 
organization’s future. The Board of Directors’ future is equally bright. New 
leadership offers the clarity, discipline, and vision this next phase requires. As 
I transition off the board, my commitment to EarthEcho remains as strong as 
ever. I will continue to give my time and make a monthly contribution — and 
I hope you’ll join me if you haven’t already.

EarthEcho’s work is urgent, hopeful, and deeply effective. Most importantly, it 
is powered by young people who are already building the future our ocean 
planet needs.

Our Thanks to Mia DiMezza for Her Service as 
Executive Director (2006–2026)

When I first met Mia DeMezza for lunch in Washington D.C., we immediately 
hit it off. I knew this was the person I needed to help me build EarthEcho. I 
offered her a job soon after and, much to my good fortune, she accepted. In 
the 20 years that Mia served as EarthEcho’s executive director, we have been 
all over the world together and achieved extraordinary things. Together we 
have transformed the lives of countless young leaders, enabling them to do 
extraordinary work for our ocean.

As Executive Director, Mia generously pursued the vision on which EarthEcho 
was founded; that every child born on this planet has the right to breathe 
fresh air and drink clean water, to walk on green grass under a blue sky. 
We are deeply grateful her commitment to our planet, our ocean, and the 
generations of young leaders caring for this world.

With gratitude,
Phillippe Cousteau
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About EarthEcho
EarthEcho International’s mission is to build a global youth movement to 
protect and restore our ocean planet. We envision a healthy future for people 
and planet, powered by a network of participants around the world using 
advocacy, hands-on science, community organizing, and education to create 
local impact and meaningful change. 

Our History
More than 20 years ago, EarthEcho International was founded in honor of 
Philippe Cousteau Sr. by his children Alexandra and Philippe. Through award-
winning films, television programs, and books, Philippe Sr. and his father, the 
late Jacques-Yves Cousteau, opened the world’s eyes to the wonders of life 
on what they called “our water planet,” helping people understand our deep 
connection to the natural world.

Today, Philippe Cousteau Jr. and EarthEcho continue to evolve that family 
legacy—inspiring and empowering youth around the world through dynamic 
new platforms that spark action and drive positive change.
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Where Youth Are Taking Action

Value of Place-Based Work
Our initiatives engage youth, educators, and communities worldwide to 
translate global environmental priorities into concrete, community-level 
ocean and freshwater restoration and protection. Because those closest 
to a problem are also closest to its solution, locally led efforts leverage 
lived experience and deep local knowledge to design tailored approaches. 
Through hands-on coastal restoration, water quality monitoring, 
advocacy campaigns, and place-based STEM learning, young people 
investigate and restore the ecosystems surrounding them, fostering 
ownership, building lasting capacity, and driving generational change from 
within their own communities.
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Big Picture Impact 

Community Engagement

19
youth-led 
advocacy 
campaigns

66,380
individuals engaged 
through EarthEcho’s 
youth programs

24,681
total digital community 
members

730
water quality testing 
events and challenges 
completed by EarthEcho 
participants

3.9M
reach across 

all global 
programs

132
Events and projects 
hosted by EarthEcho 
participants in restoration, 
water quality testing, 
professional development, 
and community building

5,926
youth participants 
testing water 
quality

5,300+ kg
litter collected

153,005 m2

area covered by 
restoration projects

950
invasive 
species 
removed

224%
increase in water 
testing kits distributed

Environmental Restoration

48,444
native species restored
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Ambassadors

In 2025 EarthEcho International has hosted 169 ambassadors across varying 
initiatives, contributing to ocean literacy priorities. Water Challenge

Through peer collaboration and hands-on field experience, the Water 
Challenge Ambassador program develops the next generation of community 
scientists and water stewards, equipping young leaders with the skills to 
monitor local water quality, interpret data, and translate findings into direct 
action. Ambassadors build the scientific literacy and community leadership 
skills needed to protect freshwater and coastal ecosystems over the long 
term.

Sponsored by:

Ocean Protection
Operating across both the United States and EU, these youth cohorts design 
and execute marine protected area advocacy campaigns suited to their 
regional policy landscapes. They develop the communication, organizing, and 
civic leadership skills needed to influence ocean governance and drive durable 
protections for marine ecosystems.

Sponsored by:

High Seas Youth
The high seas cover nearly half the planet and EarthEcho is preparing young 
leaders to have a part in protecting them. The High Seas Youth Ambassador 
program equips these youth with the advocacy, communications, and policy 
engagement skills to build public and political support for international 
ocean protections. Through campaign design and real-world implementation, 
Ambassadors develop the confidence and competencies to operate effectively 
across local, national, and global stages.

In partnership with:

Blue Carbon
This program gives young people the hands-on restoration experience, 
scientific grounding, and professional skills needed to lead efforts to improve 
the blue carbon ecosystems, like mangroves, kelp, seagrass, and salt marshes, 
in their local communities. Through mentorship, field-based learning, and 
project leadership, Ambassadors build a foundation for careers and lifelong 
engagement in coastal resilience.

Sponsored by:

Marine Plastics
The Marine Plastics Ambassador program guides young leaders through the 
full arc of policy advocacy: from identifying systemic solutions to building 
campaigns, engaging decision-makers, and mobilizing community support. 
As a Marine Plastics Ambassador, youth develop practical skills in public 
communication, coalition-building, and legislative engagement that prepare 
them to drive meaningful, lasting change on reducing plastic waste.

Sponsored by:
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Strategic Pillar 1:
Protect & Restore 
Ocean Ecosystems
Goal: Foster youth-led initiatives that directly protect and restore ocean 
planet ecosystems

The ocean sustains life on Earth by offering vital ecosystem services including 
climate regulation, food security, and biodiversity support, while the pressures 
of overexploitation, habitat destruction, and climate impacts increasingly 
threaten these benefits. Restoring ocean ecosystems is therefore 
inseparable from restoring the planet’s capacity to support human civilization.

The EarthEcho community leads hands-on environmental action at the 
community level, including projects addressing marine plastics pollution 
and coastal habitat restoration, and nurturing blue carbon ecosystems 
like mangroves, seagrasses, and salt marshes that are essential for climate 
resilience. 

EarthEcho equips young people to lead direct restoration of projects, with 
Ambassadors leading ocean and watershed improvement projects that have 
diverted or removed thousands of pounds of pollution from waterways and 
improved over 150,000 m2 by restoration projects. The work spans plastic 
pollution, coral restoration, and watershed protection, connecting local action 
to the broader global target of 30x30—protecting 30% of the world’s ocean 
by 2030.

We leverage youth leadership and education to:
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Initiatives 

Earth Echo Water Challenge

The EarthEcho Water Challenge is one of the world’s 
largest community science programs, equipping young 
people and community members in 150 countries to 
monitor, understand, and protect their local waterways. 
Participants test local water quality, contribute findings 
to a global open-source database at monitorwater.org, 
and use that data to design and lead projects that protect 
their water resources. In 2025, the program reached 9,971 
participants, engaged 7,195 in active water improvement 
actions, and distributed 340 water quality testing kits—a 
224% increase over the prior year. This is science in the 
hands of youth, translating into direct ecosystem impact.

Community Science at a Global Scale 
The EarthEcho Water Challenge is one of the world’s largest community 
science programs, equipping 1.87 million young people and community 
members in 150 countries to monitor, understand, and protect their local 
waterways. Participants test local water quality, contribute findings to a 
global open-source database at monitorwater.org, and use that data to 
design and lead projects that protect their waterways. 

In 2025, the program engaged over 7,000 individuals in active water 
improvement actions, and distributed 340 water quality testing kits—a 
224% increase over the prior year. This program is designed to empower 
the next generation to become the water scientists, stewards, and 
advocates who will protect our planet.

Youth-Led Blue Carbon Restoration 
Young people from historically excluded coastal communities are 
nurturing the vital role of blue carbon ecosystems—mangroves, kelp, 
seagrass, and salt marshes—in climate resilience and ocean health through 
the Blue Carbon Ambassador program. Supported by 21 mentors and 
alumni, fourteen young people designed and led community-driven 
restoration projects.

The 2025 Blue Carbon Ambassadors worked across New York City, 
Puerto Rico, New Orleans, and Vancouver with $8,617 in distributed 
project funding. Over the 2025 year, the Ambassadors and participants 
planted 1,735 mangroves, developed mangrove and sea lettuce nurseries, 
cultivated 78.6 meters of kelp and seaweed lines, and removed 603.7 kgs 
of litter from coastal environments.

These outcomes represent not only the direct environmental impact but 
also the establishment of restoration infrastructure like nurseries and 
cultivation lines that can continue to generate impact well beyond the 
program year.

With support from the La Mer Blue Heart Oceans Fund, since 2020 
EarthEcho International has mobilized over 35,000 youth and 
community members to take part in protecting 30% of the 
world’s ocean by 2030.
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Spotlight

Youth Spotlight
Jarelys Merle Crespo (Puerto Rico)  
Through the EcoCare PR project, Blue Carbon Ambassador Jarelys 
Merle Crespo launched a coastline protection initiatives across western 
Puerto Rico. By doing so, she also mobilized her local community. Jarelys 
organized large-scale beach cleanups, mangrove restoration events, and 
environmental education programming across Aguadilla and Añasco, 
removing approximately 550 kilograms of marine debris and planting 
1,000 mangroves and 70 native coastal trees in ecologically significant 
areas. A crowning achievement was the construction of a mangrove 
nursery at CROEM High School, creating a lasting educational platform 
for students to participate in coastal conservation. In total, her initiative 
directly engaged over 700 participants and reached more than 180,000 
people through social media — proving that one young leader, rooted in 
her community, can generate waves of impact.

Community Partner Spotlight
Lower Ninth Ward Center for 
Sustainable Engagement & Development 
 
Building on a partnership established in 2024, EarthEcho deepened 
its collaboration with the Lower Ninth Ward Center for Sustainable 
Engagement and Development’s Environmental Research Internship. 
In 2025, the internship featured a dedicated water-focused pathway 
mentored by EarthEcho Blue Carbon Ambassador Paige Parent. Paige 
guided interns through water monitoring efforts across three sites in 
New Orleans, helping them build hands-on community science skills and 
generate meaningful data for local ecosystem protection. 
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Impact

153,005 m2

habitat restored

950
invasive species removed

The ocean is our planet’s foundational system and our focus is driving 
global impact through community-based, locally driven, and youth-centered 
action. Marine ecosystems are fundamental to the large role the ocean 
play in regulating the climate system; the ocean contain many times more 
carbon than the atmosphere and terrestrial ecosystems combined, making 
them critical in regulating the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere. Coastal 
ecosystems like mangroves and salt marshes also protect shorelines from 
storms and erosion, contributing to ecosystem resilience and safeguarding 
coastal communities. These systems are under mounting stress and the 
time for our future generations to engage is now. 

48,444
native species planted 
in coastal and aquatic 
environments

5,300+ kg
of litter/rubbish diverted 
from waterways
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Strategic Pillar 2: 
Advance Regenerative 
Freshwater & Ocean Policy
Goal: Create a growing network of informed and connected young leaders
driving tangible policy impact.
 
Healthy water systems underpin nearly every dimension of a sustainable 
planet. Ocean and freshwater ecosystems provide irreplaceable services 
for our planet’s health and yet biodiversity is on the decline and delicate 
ecosystems are easily overextracted. Advancing meaningful policy is 
the mechanism through which systemic change is made durable. EarthEcho 
channels youth energy into policy advocacy, with dedicated funding to 
support youth-led initiatives to better understand and advocate for ocean 
protection from local to international scale. 

We leverage youth leadership and education to:

11EarthEcho | Pillar 2 | 2025 Annual Report



Initiatives

Youth Advocacy for Marine Plastics 
Reduction Policy
Youth across the United States are gathering to drive policy-based 
solutions to plastic pollution. Through the six-month Marine Plastics 
Ambassador initiative, young leaders completed an expert-led training 
series, launched 29 community campaigns, and brought youth voices 
directly to decision-makers. In 2025, Ambassadors held 46 meetings with 
Congressional offices, reached 130 additional legislative offices through 
digital advocacy, and directly engaged over 15,000 community members 
in taking action. The Ambassadors engaged directly with decision-
makers during a Congressional Hill Day in Washington, D.C., as well as 
contributing youth perspectives to global decision-making like the Global 
Plastics Treaty negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland.

Championing Marine Protections for 
International Waters 
When seven young leaders from Canada, Jamaica, the Philippines, Trinidad 
& Tobago, Tanzania, and Zambia joined together to champion marine 
protected areas, they created ripples around the world.  The High Seas 
Youth Ambassador program partnered with the High Seas Alliance to 
develop a youth advocacy program to ratify the High Seas Treaty—a 
landmark agreement enabling marine protected areas in international 
waters. 

The High Seas Youth Ambassadors led campaigns in their home regions 
and countries through school workshops, radio broadcasts, film screenings, 
and direct engagement with elected officials. Their efforts helped build the 
public and political momentum needed to reach a historic milestone: 60 
country ratifications, the threshold required for the Treaty to enter into 
force, launching a renewed focus on sustaining marine protected areas. 
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Initiatives

EU Youth Leading Marine Protection 
Advocacy
In 2025, EarthEcho launched its first Europe-based Ocean Protection 
Ambassador cohort, supported by Oceans 5, equipping six young leaders 
to advocate for a ban on destructive bottom trawling in EU Marine 
Protected Areas. Ambassadors implemented national campaigns using 
petitions, workshops, a documentary film, and high-profile speaking 
engagements, including at the United Nations Ocean Conference. The 
coordinated outreach efforts across the cohort reached an estimated 
2.6 million people through media coverage and engaged 285 current and 
former EU decision-makers, from local mayors to the EU Fisheries and 
Oceans Commissioner. Connecting Global Youth in 

Community & Activism
GenSea, EarthEcho’s global youth ocean network, creates structured 
pathways for young people to move from learning about ocean protection 
and restoration to actively shaping these efforts. In 2025, the community 
surpassed its growth target, reaching 3,134 activated members across 124 
countries. The 2025 GenSea Challenges invited members to lead ocean-
focused action while building event-planning, advocacy, and leadership skills. 
The Blue Carbon Challenge saw 12 members host film screenings sparking 
creativity around blue carbon ecosystems, reaching 189 community 
members. The Shoreline Cleanup and Protect and Restore Challenges 
mobilized participants to run 27 cleanups and 15 water-improvement 
projects, engaging 751 people, removing over 3,000 pounds of waste, 
upgrading 20 storm drains, and restoring 30.8 km of shoreline—all while 
fostering a global peer-learning community. 
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Spotlight

May change 
layout depend-
ing on images 
found

Youth Spotlight
Autone Mululuma (Zambia) 
Autone Mululuma proved that ocean advocacy knows no borders. As a 
2025 High Seas Youth Ambassador in landlocked Zambia, he launched a 
national campaign to build public and political support for ratification of 
the High Seas Treaty using radio broadcasts, school outreach workshops, 
and direct government engagement to bring global ocean policy home. 
From university classrooms to rural schools, Autone translated complex 
international agreements into local relevance, helping community members 
and decision-makers alike understand that ocean protection is a shared 
responsibility. His work helped lay a strong foundation for Zambian youth 
to lead the way in advancing ocean protection for generations to come.

Community Partner Spotlight
High Seas Alliance (Global) 

In 2025, support from High Seas Alliance member organization Oceans 
North enabled EarthEcho to expand its High Seas Youth Ambassador 
cohort to include an Indigenous youth representative from Canada, Cruise 
Sylliboy. Oceans North staff provided critical policy guidance to support 
Cruise’s ratification campaign and secured a landmark opportunity for 
him to participate in the 2nd session of the Preparatory Commission for 
the High Seas Treaty as a member of the Canadian delegation. From that 
platform, Cruise spoke on a panel about ocean protection in the Atlantic, 
directly elevating Indigenous youth perspectives to fellow delegates 
and NGO representatives at one of the year’s most significant ocean 
governance gatherings.
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75
meetings with legislative 
offices locally or on 
Capitol Hill

19
proposed policy activations

Impact

In 2025, the EarthEcho Ambassadors engaged over 66,000 youth and 
community members in education and action campaigns to advance 
ocean protection policy. Youth Ambassadors engage in science-based 
advocacy, civic engagement, storytelling, and community-led conservation 
efforts. They collaborate with scientists, educators, policymakers, and 
environmental organizations to address urgent challenges such as climate 
resilience, plastic pollution, and watershed protection. Lasting change 
requires reshaping the policy landscape and EarthEcho is dedicated 
to building a generation of young people capable of advancing ocean 
protection. 
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41
marine plastics-focused 
events to inspire behavior 
change
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Goal: Activate a generation of ocean-literate youth to build the Blue 
Economy of the future. 

Efforts to restore coastal communities and impact local and global policies 
are solutions that will impact our immediate future. Creating a generation of 
ocean literate young people ready to contribute to the blue economy is what 
will sustain it. 

EarthEcho understands the need for skills and materials that support 
the emerging blue economy. We aim to connect teachers with innovative 
business leaders, explorers, scientists, and researchers. Our goal is to equip 
the next generation with knowledge through EarthEcho programs across 
sectors including infrastructure, aquaculture, renewable energy, and ocean 
technologies. Through programs and projects, ready to grow an economy that 
restores and strengthens ocean ecosystems.
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Strategic Pillar 3:
Develop Ocean-Literate 
Participants for the 
Blue Economy

We leverage youth leadership and education to:
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Initiatives

Youth-Centered Experiences and 
Reinforcing Belonging in the Blue 
Carbon Economy
Since 2020 EarthEcho’s OurEcho Challenge has empowered young 
people to develop STEM-based solutions addressing critical threats to 
biodiversity. The 2025 winning teams received funding for projects like Team 
MicroBirder’s use of low-cost acoustic tech to protect avian habitats in NC; 
Team Hudson’s Tomorrow’s floating wetland islands that filter Hudson River 
tributaries in NY; and Project Genki’s installation of bioremediating “Genki 
Balls” to combat harmful algae blooms and protect fish in Clear Lake 
(CA). Projects from this STEM competition directly support a sustainable 
blue economy by advancing marine/freshwater restoration, bio-filtration, 
and eco-technology. Alumni teams reached 7,390 community members, 
restoring nearly 400,000m2 of habitat, planting 30,000+ native species, and 
expanding active global partnerships across four countries.
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Community-Based Projects for 
Fortifying Blue Economy & 
Coastal Ecosystems
GenSea equips young ocean advocates with the real-world skills needed to 
build careers and lead initiatives in the blue economy, from project design 
and community engagement to policy advocacy and entrepreneurship. 
In 2025, seven AdvocaSEA Workshops connected 98 GenSea members 
with ocean conservation professionals and career pathways. Through 
the GenSea Sustainable Blue Economy Grant, youth-led projects in 
Canada, Indonesia, Kenya, and Nigeria demonstrated how innovation 
and community-rooted conservation can generate both ecological and 
economic impact. From an AI-powered fish identification app to community 
aquaculture systems and coral reef restoration, GenSea grantees are 
building the blue economy from the ground up.
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Initiatives

Expanding Educator Skillsets Through 
Hands-On Training
EarthEcho Academy equips educators with the knowledge, tools, and 
community they need to bring ocean and environmental STEM education 
into their classrooms. This lesson portal creates a multiplier effect that 
extends EarthEcho’s reach to students regardless of their proximity to 
blue economy opportunities. Through self-directed online courses and in-
person and virtual professional learning workshops, teachers gain access to 
ready-to-use curriculum, connect with a global community of like-minded 
educators, and explore how to bring solutions-oriented ocean science to 
life for their students. 
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Community Partner Spotlight
Ocean Wise & Dev Katyal (Ontario) 
When EarthEcho Youth Leadership Council member Dev Katyal 
needed a real-world testing ground for MarineMatch—his AI-
powered app to help combat overfishing and advance the sustainable 
blue economy—Ocean Wise provided a platform to reach relevant 
audiences. Dev’s hands-on workshop with local Ontario youth 
demonstrated how the tool could directly support sustainable fishing 
decisions, bridging youth innovation and ocean conservation in a 
single Ocean  Wise workshop. Since launch, MarineMatch has engaged 
over 1,500 users across Canada, earned the 2025 Ingenious+ Award, 
and been featured at the Ontario Science and Technology Museum. 
The EarthEcho support in this initiative is just one of the many ways 
organizations can empower innovative solutions to our ocean’s 
challenges. 

Spotlight
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Youth Spotlight
Angel Remy-Jean 
Angel Jean-Remy arrived at the Blue Carbon Ambassador Program as 
a 19-year-old marine biology student at Stony Brook University with a 
passion for the ocean and a quiet uncertainty about whether she belonged 
in the field. The program answered that question decisively. Partnering with 
fellow Ambassador Sophia Deng, Angel designed and deployed a biodiversity 
monitoring structure for Seaweed City’s sugar kelp operation in Newtown 
Creek—a science-driven, community-rooted project that helped her stand 
out as a rising conservation leader. That work contributed to her selection 
as a recipient of the prestigious NOAA Hollings Scholarship, which 
provides up to $9,500 annually in academic support and a paid internship at 
a NOAA facility.  Angel’s journey from self-doubt to scholarship is exactly 
the kind of transformation EarthEcho’s blue economy pipeline is built to 
produce.

19



Impact

Over the next 100 years, 30–40% of tidal marshes and seagrasses and 
nearly all unprotected mangroves could be lost. EarthEcho’s increasing 
focus on supporting young leaders, educators, and organizers in advancing 
the blue economy is one step in reversing this trajectory.  Young people 
who learn to navigate legislatures, develop entrepreneurial leadership, and 
effectively communicate the role of our ocean in a sustainable economy 
will carry that fluency into careers that can shift the trajectory of ocean 
and freshwater health at scale.

12,904
page visits of educator 
resources
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144
GenSea Shoreline Cleanup 

participants

98
GenSea members were 
connected with ocean 
conservation professionals 
and career pathways

3,553
EarthEcho Academy 
educators
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Financial Overview & 
Accountability
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Year End: December 31, 2025

Austin Alexander
Sam Athey
Carleen Beste
George Buckley
David Burnell
Don Christoff
Benjamin Conforte
Celeste Cooper
Philippe Cousteau
Alexandra Cousteau
Lawrence Davidson
Ryan DeMezza
Steven Eames
Scott Elbrecht
Molly Feltner
Mary Ann Findling
Katie Gandy
Anthony Ginter
Vickie Gogo
Mary Grainger
Edgar Graudins
Sarah Griffith
Heiko Henning
Stephen Kalish
Cathryn Kaye
Kelly Kent
Caroline Ko
Sabrina Kools
Kimberly Larson
Howard Levine

Kevin Lin
Dominique Lueckenhoff
Thomas McCabe
Susan I McRae
Mary Morrison
Alex Morrison
Diane Murphy
Neyla Naresh Kumar
Miranda Nayyar
Pam Nirenberg
Tara O’Gorman
James Olsen
Christa Patton
Randy Pfeifer
Irena Praitis
Brian Schoening
David Sontag
Sandy Southwell
Shruti Sreekumar
Carrie Stillwagon
Kyra Stillwagon
Amanda Sun
Claudia Toussaint
Quang Tran
Kai Tran
Amy Truemper
Jon Wentzel
Eric Woomer
Brenda Young
Tomi Youngblood

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Beatrice Snyder Foundation
Benevity
Boclips/Knowledgemotion
The Campbell Foundation
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation
Fondation Hans Wilsdorf
High Seas Alliance
La Mer / Estée Lauder Companies Charitable 
Foundation (ELCCF)
Morgan Stanley

Northeast Investment Management, Inc.
Oceans 5
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
The Roddenberry Foundation
SC Johnson
Sperra
Turner Family Foundation
Xylem Employees
Xylem Watermark
ZG Foundation

Individual Donors

Organizational Donors

EarthEcho also received generous support through workplace giving 
platforms including Benevity. We’re deeply grateful for this collective support.

96.9%
CONTRIBUTIONS 

& GRANTS

3.1%
OTHER

82.2%
PROGRAM 
SERVICES

10.9%
MANAGEMENT 
& GENERAL

6.9%
FUNDRAISING

Revenue

Expenses

View the full Financial Report
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Governance & Leadership

Philippe Cousteau
President and Co-Founder

Mia DeMezza
Executive Director 
(through October 2025)

Rosemary Trent 
Executive Director 
(since October 2025)
 
Stacey Rafalowski
Chief Program Officer 

Sean Russell
Director of  Youth Engagement

Kasey Gaylord-Opalewski 
Associate Director of 
Education Programs

Samantha Athey
Marine Plastics 
Program Manager 

Brigid Meyers
Water Challenge Manager

Sasha Harrison
Marketing & Communications 
Manager

Leslie Smith
Associate Manager, 
Operations & Events 

Tori Hunt 
Associate Manager of  
Youth Engagement 

BoardStaff
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Alex Morrison (Chairperson)
Chief Operating Officer, Millsapps, 
Ballinger & Associates, LLC (MB&A)

Dominique Lueckenhoff 
(Vice Chairperson)
Senior Vice President of Corporate 
Affairs & Sustainability, 
Hugo Neu Corporation

Claudia Toussaint 
(Treasurer)
Senior Vice President, Chief People 
& Sustainability Officer, Xylem

Kyra Stillwagon (Secretary)
Member, EarthEcho Youth 
Leadership Council

Carleen Beste
Retired Director, Corporate 
Citizenship, Northrop Grumman 
Corporation & Manager, Northrop 
Grumman Foundation

Celeste Cooper
Chief of Staff, Mirantis

Katie Gandy
Head of Banking Sustainability, 
S&P Global

Vickie Gogo
Senior Partner, Multicultural 
Communications, ICF Next

Aldrinana Leung
Senior Manager of Global Social 
Impact, Starbucks

Brian Schoening
Fractional Sustainability Leader, 
Principal Consultant & Founder, 
One Small Step

David Sontag 
Chairman Emeritus

Shruti Sreekumar
Director, Advisory, PWC

Kai Tran
Member, EarthEcho Youth 
Leadership Council

Jon Wentzel 
Vice President of Communications, 
Nuclear Energy Institute

Ex-Officio Board

Co-Founder, EarthEcho 
International; Founder, 
Oceans 2050
Alexandra Cousteau

Co-Founder, EarthEcho 
International 
Jan Cousteau

Co-Founder, EarthEcho 
International 		
Philippe	Cousteau
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Governance & Leadership

Ali Lim 
Catalina Gianatti 
Dev Katyal 
Kai Tran 
Kendall Ford 
Kyra Stillwagon
Lucia Mckinnon 
María José (MJ) Jiménez Orozco
Marlin Xie
Nina Shetty
Nya Washington
Paul Junior Malinda
Rajaa Berry 
Renz Nathaniel Luyao 
Sahasra Yellepeddi
Siyeon Joo 
Snigtha Mohanraj
Tariq Kupferberg
Taylor Cargill 
Val Munoz Saavedra

Youth Leadership Council
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How to Get Involved

Together, we have built a global community of young leaders, educators, 
scientists, advocates, and supporters working to protect and restore our 
ocean planet. EarthEcho International seeks to inspire, connect, and offer 
hope for what young people can accomplish together. We invite you to get 
involved to support and sustain this work in a time when both people and 
planet need it most. 

Donate:

Earthecho.org 

202-350-3190

info@earthecho.org

@EarthEcho International

@Earthecho

@EarthEcho International

@Earthechointl.bsky.social

@EarthEcho
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