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the Son of Man

is coming at/an hour
you do not expect

Luke 12:40
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GIFT OF TRANSFIGURATION

Our readings today touch on faith and being prepared for our judgment day. The emphasis
is on not knowing the day, and there is a particular warning to the servant entrusted with
“distributing the food while the master is away.” | believe it is a special warning for us
priests, but it applies to all of us, as we are all entrusted with bringing the joys of His
kingdom to the world. So let us not put off the promptings of the Spirit a moment longer.

We celebrated the Transfiguration of the Lord on Wednesday, an event presented with remarkable agreement
in our synoptic gospels. Strangely, it is not explicitly mentioned in John’s Gospel, and he was the only evangelist
to have actually witnessed it. Yet, one of the themes of John’s gospel is that Jesus’ glory and suffering were
inextricably connected, which is the primary lesson of the Transfiguration. It also emphasizes the divine and
human natures of Christ and the glorified state that is offered to each of us.

It was given to the three “inner circle” apostles to bolster their faith and carry them through the shock of
Jesus' crucifixion, which would soon follow. Notice that both occur on a mountain; Jesus is positioned between
two others in each occurrence. Jesus is displayed in all His Divine glory along with Moses and Elijah
(representing His fulfillment of both the law and the prophets) to offset the most vicious display of His
crucifixion, amid two criminals. And the voice of the Father was heard, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased. Listen to him.” (Mt 17:5)

For centuries, a church and monastery
have been maintained at the summit of
the mountain. It was the focus of a
great siege during the Crusades as STTHOMAS
Christian defenders attempted to ﬁTMORE
protect this holy site, amazingly fortified
atop a steep mountain that juts up from
the Galilean plain. As | walked this holy
ground in 2016, | couldn’t help but
imagine the fear of being cut off from
the rest of the world, with no way to
communicate, wondering if another
crusade would arrive to liberate us
before starvation took us. Would my
faith, and the knowledge | was on the
very spot where Jesus gave his apostles ? . 2
strength to endure their trials, carry me 4 ,’ A & ’
through, or would | have fallen into -« :
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dei/lp:yl/r:ach of us be bolstered by the A S U M P T I O N

gift of the Transfiguration, as we face SR ENRIER S (E BARECH ENE R
our own crucibles of life, especially in MASS SCHEDULE
desperate moments when our faith FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 2025

must carry us through. 8:45 AM W/SCHOOL, 12 PM & 6 PM

God bless,

Jo. Eddie
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How do | become Catholic? An Invitation to Come and See

The Catholic Church always welcomes new members into its community. For those who are born ""Et;_'* ‘ IA

into a Catholic family this welcome occurs usually as an infant when the parents of the family bring Order of Chvistian Initiation of Adults

their child to receive baptism. But how does an adult or an older child become Catholic?
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is the present-day process by which people enter the Catholic faith. It is a
process designed to welcome and prepare new members into the Church and prepare them for the initiation sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. It also prepares those individuals already baptized in another Christian faith or baptized
Catholic for full communion with the Catholic Church.
Who is OCIA for?
- Adults or school age children (7+) who have never been baptized
- Christians baptized in another faith
- Catholics who were baptized but have not received the sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation
- Catholics who have been away from the Church and would like a refresher
There is no cost or commitment to participate in the OCIA process. We will have an introductory session on Tuesday, August 26,
from 6:30-8 pm (location TBD). Please contact Tricia Greely (greelyt@stmbr.org) at the parish office for more information by email
or phone 225-275-3940.

FLOWER DONATIONS

The flowers on the altar are donated in memory of Mitch Rabalais the week of Aug. 16-17 as requested by Dell Rabalais, Rose
Rabalais, and the Patrick Breaux Family.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Aug. 12 - 6 p.m.: Joseph Abadie, Jane and Charles Lanclos

Wednesday, Aug. 13 - 12 p.m.: Ron Gurley

Thursday, Aug. 14 - 8:45 a.m.: Mery Sanchez

Friday, Aug. 15 - 8:45 a.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory; 12 p.m.: Beverly Rabalais; 6 p.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, Aug. 16 - 4:30 p.m.: Family of Eloise Dufrene, E.J. Bulot, Adena and Art Henriksen, Therese Cooper, Ernest
Bonaccorso Jr., Mery Sanchez, Mary Wilson, Audrey Gallmann; Special Intention: Michelle Fleming

Sunday, Aug. 17 - 8 a.m.: Mitch Rabalais; 10 a.m.: Suzanne Jung; 5 p.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL

Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Becky Cline, Buddy Vidrine, Baron Lacour, Laurie Bolanoff, Diane
Green, John Pecoraro, Jr., Hunter Pecoraro, Loressa Watts, Destiny Kelley, Marcia Sells, Byron Ellis, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin, Tara
Manzullo, Lloyd Hebert, Bubba Howell, Frank DePaula, Julie Zerbst, Geraldine Gauthier, Wendall Blouin, Camilla Barlow, Kathy
Mois.

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246 (leave your name and phone number if there is no
answer), or send a request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3 Tytan
Henley, MAJ Nate Conlon
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts
they perform for us in our time of need. (To add the name of a loved one, call 225.275.3940 or email receptionist@stmbr.org.)
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Join us /

~ STM PARISH |
AUCTION

= Saturday, August 23rd
i STM Gymnasium

AR

For tickets and details, visit

stmbr.org/auction

St
Gt your Gt Tk 0@{% 1t now/

Only 100 First Pick Raffle tickets will be sold — at $100 each — for your chance to win first
pick of one of our amazing LIVE AUCTION items!

Imagine choosing from unforgettable experiences like:

2 A week-long stay at a beautiful 30A lake house
a8 A cozy Blue Ridge Mountain log cabin getaway
® A guided quail hunt for 2 in Mississippi
A multi-course dinner for 8 at the rectory with Fr. Eddie

¥ A festive crawfish boil for 12 at the rectory
[1 Astunning framed stained-glass panel from STM's original church
2) Afishing trip for 2 on Lake Pontchartrain

T Adinner for 6 with Mayor Sid Edwards at The Colonel's Club
9 The chance to be Principal for a Day!

Make your $100 investment today for a chance to choose FIRST from these exclusive and
unforgettable offerings!
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Nursing Home Volunteers Needed

The parish is in need of volunteers to minister to residents of Flannery Oaks Guest House on Flannery Road. Volunteers
will facilitate communion services, lead the recitation of the rosary, and visit with the residents. If you are interested in
being trained in nursing home ministry, please contact Deacon Paul Soileau at soileaup@stmbr.org.

Learn more about Domestic Church

Domestic Church is an officially recognized movement within the Catholic Church
whose mission is to strengthen marriages and families through a deepening of
personal and family spirituality.

Do you want to grow closer to God as a couple ... enjoy more peace in your marriage ... find supportive community with
other couples ... nurture your own personal prayer life ... encourage your children in the faith? If so, come learn about a lay
movement designed for sacramentally married couples that started in Poland with the help of St. John Paul Il.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING: AUGUST 24 @ 11 AM IN THE CHURCH (AFTER 10 AM MASS)
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE IN THE MOTHER TERESA ROOM

domesticchurch
OF UNITED STATES

v v v
~r- ~r- ~r-

A Ministry to Catholic Women
Women of STM are invited!

August 23, 2025 | 9 am - 12 pm | Oak Lodge Reception Ctr, 2834 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd.

Ticket price: $27

The music minis’cry of Mercy Beaucoup will lead praise and worship.

About the speaker: Casey Sprehe first experienced the life-changing power of the
Holy Spirit at a retreat in 2000. It was there her Catholic faith came fully alive.
Casey earned a master's degree in Catechesis and Evangeliza’cion at The
Augustine Institute. Over the past fifteen years Casey has traveled the country
speaking on matters of faith. Today Casey and her husband, Kevin and their

children are active members of St Benilde Parish in Metarie. Casey is a leader in

the Catholic Charismatic Renewal of New Orleans and spends any extra time

outside of family as a Catholic speaker and evangelist.
The online registration link can be found at s’cmbr.org/news/magnifica’c

or register by phone or text by contacting
Dianne Lencse at 225-235-3021 or Gwen Gillis 225-505-7050
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm
Music Director
Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman
Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Custodial

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton

Mr. Rommell Richard

STM website: stmbr.org

facebook.com/stmchurchbr
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Sign up for the e-newsletter
on our parish website, under

Links/Resources

d
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youtube.com/

stthomasmorebatonrouge

A Service of Remembrance, Thanksgiving
and Hope

*

* W @& @

Thursday, August 28 2025, Noon
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
185 Eddie Robinson Drive, Baton Rouge, LA

BATON ROUGE

GIVES TRIBUTE

YOU ARE INVITED

to remember as we light candles
to give thanks in prayer
to claim hope through music

to support those on their journey of recovery
to celebrate the many ways Greater Baton Rouge
worked to support our neighbors in need

17

|NTE rRfaiTh

EdERATION

__.-.\0.‘ GREATER BATON ROUGE

CULTIVATING UNITY, JUSTICE AND PEACE

August 10, 2025
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SIGMA

ENGINEERS & COMSTRUCTORS
LASER MCANNING
CONSTRUCTION SUPPOAT
LAND SURVEYING
PFROCUREMENT

PROCEES
ELECTRICAL
MECHANICAL/PIPING
TECHMICAL STAFFING
INSTRUMENTATION

LEADEASHIP SOLU TIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

Plumbing + Heating + Repairs
225-027-6520
esl. 7960

George |
Schwartzenburg, Mp
12351 Industriplex Blvd

926-4400

225 810-3100 WWWw.sigmaec.com

RESTHAVEN

=

M GArpens OF Memory & Funerar HoME

| www resthavenbatonrouge.com

225-753-1440

Quallty Car Care Center

GOODFYEAR
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

273-2955
Premier Eyecare & Optical

/\ Comprehensive Eyecare,
@ Glasses & Contac: Lenses
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI Doctor of Optometry

wwww.PremierEyecareOptical.aom

Comer of Sherwood at Old Hammond

225-281-0933

Hesidential and Commercial Construction

il | 927-7545
g 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

Regain Control of your Heartbeat
Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FAZC, a leading cardiac

slectrophysiclogist, specializes in diagnesing and
treating amrhythmias. Experience personalized care

®

and get back to living your life,

(225) 769-0935

www, BRCardiology.com
2828 Surmma Avenue ® Baton Rouge

l !C:)- BATOMN ROUGHE

I | CARDIOLOGY CENTER

@

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 » www.4lpi.com

Salon James

(O’Neal Food Mart
PAMPERING YOU
INELEGANCE 2863 O'Meal Lane
MAIL . 5P4 SERVICES « HAIR 000
VI MEMBERSHIPS 225-256-7
MENS LOUNGE « PEDICURE

WAX . FACIALS/SEIN CARE Valero Gas Station

20% OFF "¢ lehes We Serve Breakfast,
i ol el Lunch, Seafood through
SalonJames.com Dirive-Thru

O Adrline Fwy Ste A4 « 225255 700

GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS
LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge

(225) 615-7334

www. fransdentalcarebr.com

YOUR DESKGNBUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

~osmalic
* Qrol Sergery

mnm@@

LICENSED & INSURED
{225) 235-8441 | EPARCHOS @ HOTMAIL.COM

* Enadndontics + Pedioti
* Poraodon Trecsiment
¢ Sadafen Distatry

* Ravorgive +
-
&

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert L

dnLowde

%
¥ AmbulancePolice $1 9 _
¥ FamilyfFriends
¥ GPS & Fall Alert 3003039294 & i it

by raa i) b roergou tiookizomn
225-933-0726

FERGUSON'S TREE CARE, LLC

'+ LICENSED ARBORIST I

<» TREE REMOVAL J

"+ PRUNING &al
e STUMP GRINDING

g s<‘>

225-2'»'8-17’74‘-ll
1R (' :

Physicians
BRGeneral org

Amanda Watts, MD

Timothy Bella, MD

Baton Rouge General

$t. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA

763-4500

5333 GOODWODD BLVD.

Daniel Daire, FNP
Shelby Mougeot, FNP

B 4C 05-1276



STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attornsys and Counselors At Law @

M. Todd Alley ( Parishioner)
752-5266

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

ROOF LEAKING?

* Repairs

— NOW HIRING —
MA]NTENANCE :TECH'

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTIAXE. com/sobs

504.455.5059 = scaurolEEE
<110 @ e 1 e

* Roof Replacement

NOW OPEN!
sHERWO(,,
-

URGENT CARE

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-3pm
Sat & Sunsam-6pm
225-256-5888
Now accepting primary care
Walk Inor schedule your
appolntment online at:
ShernwoodUrgent Care BR.com

* Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
{225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

Ay
K, QEV L,

PASSION

Add violin music
to your eveht
Shiecddl s = Funerals

Private Gathietlngs
Musle by Skyler

Specializing in

-7

Our Business is Knowing
The Business of Growing

5006 Siegen Lane {229 H2-9152

COLOR « CUTS « HELITES = WAXING
UPDOs « KERATIN TREATMENT

BCHURCH BRAZILIAN BLCW CUT
}_‘ e HAIR EX TENSIONS « BAYLAGE
JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING

Attorney and Counselor at Law
F0& South Foster Drive, Eaton Rouge
phone 225-336-0353 | fax225-927-7919

l HARLEY M. EROWN

TODD CARUSO

{225)405-7463
[225) 429862 Ext. #1545
Gwen.le @arXpRealtycom

PERMS + RELAXERS + MAKE-UP
EYELASH EXTENSIONS
We offer Brids| Parfy & Prom Pachkages

225-313-1299

wwww.trubluewater. com

225-275-2424

exp o

Lizense # D067 0OA3S
GwenLeeXpRealtycom  Languages: English & Vistnamese W

13559 Old Hammond Hw
Ste A BAfon Rouge, LA TORT6

Fourrier
Insurance Agency
Since 1948

383-0682
4275 Government 3t

FAMILY DENTISTRY
C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.5.

C.F. Trey Fruge’, IlI, D.D.5. & Assotiates
Farnily Dentistry $TM Lifetime Perishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 2%2-2700 www.CFFDDS.comJ

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSIN
Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

‘Saltenberger@4 LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166

W -ECI Malntenance

SIOUTHERN

Fesidential & Commercial

FASTENER % . Hom e Improvement

TOOL CO. « Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier = Fencing
9440 Mammaoth Dr. = Painting

927-3333 Futlow (=l 1 G
“Nobody Does it Battar” 225-929-1369

Buying, Buildingor Refirancing
o have the righttochoose
yourowntitle corrpany!

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
I_'r M ST.THOMAS MORE
TITLE PA RISHION ERS!

Natalie & Bradford Smith .
Farishioners, Real Estate Attorneys o

225.296.0060

Locati oicsin E.aton Rouge.
Prainieville &Lafayetie

< | M

)-JJ el = W AN PADFESSDMAL GRADE

General Sales

Buick or

gerrylanebuickgme.com

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,

to purchase your next
GMC!

Manager

YUKON DENALI

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 & www.4lpi.com

$t. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA~ A 4C 05-1276
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