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“Whoever doesi no@earny his
own cross and come after me
cannot be my disgiple.”

Luke 14:27
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HATE YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER?

Today's Gospel reading can surely throw the novice Bible reader into a state of mass
confusion. Does Jesus actually instruct us to hate our parents and children? How do we

reconcile that with His instruction to love our enemies and to pray for those who persecute
us? Seems impossible, right?

This is one of those times we must apply historical criticism to the text. What would those words have meant to
the crowds who heard them? Would they have gotten a different meaning than we do today? Of course, the
answer is obviously, yes!

Jews of Jesus’ day used hate as an idiom to demonstrate preference for one option over another. Jesus is trying
to emphasize how important it is for us to put loyalty to him above all else, even our very lives. He’s asking, can
you love and follow me completely, over every other person, entity, or situation? He is still asking each of us
today! What's your answer?

As we reflect on that question in the coming days, | wanted to let you know that | will be on vacation this week.
Mass and confessions will be offered on Wednesday, thanks to Fr. Bab Stine, and on Thursday, thanks to Fr.
Matthew Graham. Communion services will be offered on Tuesday and Friday at the regular Mass times.

God bless!

Ju. Eddie

Is Your Child in 4th Grade or Above? Consider Altar Serving!

St. Thomas More is inviting parish and school students in 4th grade and up who are baptized Catholic to become altar
servers—a meaningful way for young people to grow in their faith and take an active role in the Mass.

Altar servers assist at Sunday and/or school liturgies (if STM student), learning responsibility, reverence, and teamwork while

deepaning their connection to the Church. This is a wonderful opportunity for children who are curious about

what happens on the altar and who want to serve their parish in a special way.

A fraining session will be held on:
7 Saturday, September 27

@ 9:30-10:30 AM

? In the Church

Current altar servers are also asked to attend this session as a refresher and to iﬁelp welcome
Gnd tmlﬂ new servers.

To register for training, please visit stmbr.org/news/altar-server
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Largest team gets

|
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025 a cupcake party!

NORTH BOULEVARD TOWN SQUARE : Highest fundraising
DOWNTOWN BATON ROUGE . team gets a pizza

party!

7:30 am - On-site registration begins

8:30 am - Ya-mile Fun Run/Walk begins

9:00 am - 5K begins

Post-race “Birth'day Party to follow

$35 Early Bird Discount (ends Friday, September 12)
$45 Adult | $25 Student | $20 Child (12 or under)

Event includes t-shirt", race prizes, and post-race party featuring
free food, music, and fun for the whole family.

'Reglsfw !}-,-' Mc-rm'ay_ October I3 to receive a t-shirt!

WOMANSNEWLIFE.COM/BORNTORUN

MAKE AN IMPACT!

Join us to kick off our 25th anniversary celebration! R E G I S T E R O N I_I N E

You can help women in need by participating in Woman's
New Life Clinic's Boern to Run - Baton Rouge 5K & 1/2-mile WOMANSNEWLIFE.COM/BORNTORUN

Fun Run.

Questions? Contact Taylor Crosby at
Woman's Mew Life Clinic (WNLC) is a life-affirming T 225.218.4862 or tcrosby@womansnewlife.com.
counseling and medical clinic that serves women facing
unplanned pregnancies in the Baton Rouge and New

Orleans communities.

Sponsorship and Underwriting opportunities

are available.
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DONATE BLOOD

SAVE LIFE AND IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH

Donaling Blood /s Good gor Yowr Health.:

o Improves heart health.

o Helps regulate iron levels.
o Triggers new blood cell production.

o Potential mental health boost.

o Free health screening.

B
PARISH BLOOD DRIVE: SEPT. 25, 2025

Experience The Chosen at STM

Join us for an eight-week video series on The Chosen
Season 1 on Thursdays, starting Sept. 11, from 10 am - 12 pm in
the Mother Teresa Room. Session dates: 9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2,
10/16, 10/23, 10/30, and 11/6 (Note: No session on 10/9) There
is no fee to attend, but registration is required by calling the
parish office at 225-275-3940. Space is limited to 30
participants.

A second collection will be taken up next weekend, Sept. 13-14,
the second Sunday of the month, to help reduce the debt
incurred from the beautiful church renovations and the new
parish office building. If you'd like to make a donation online,
please visit membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/LA554/50326
and click on RENOVATION DEBT REDUCTION.

Celebrating the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary - Sept. 8
Each year on September 8, the Church
celebrates the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary—her birth. This feast falls
exactly nine months after the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception
(December 8). While these dates are not
based on historical records, they carry
rich liturgical symbolism, reflecting the
Church's deep reverence for the
mysteries surrounding Mary's life and her
unique role in salvation history—much
like the nine-month span between the
Annunciation and Christmas.

How Can We Celebrate Mary’'s Birthday?

There are many beautiful ways to
honeor the Blessed Mother on her feast
day:

» Attend Mass, giving thanks for Mary's
"ves" to God, which made our
redemption possible,

» Read Scripture that highlights her role
in salvation, such as the Annunciation,
the Visitation, or the Wedding at
Cana.

* Pray the Rosary, reflecting on the life
of Christ through Mary's eyes.

For families, especially with young
children, consider celebrating with a
simple birthday cake, flowers, or a small
celebration to honor Our Lady’s special
day. These acts of love remind us that
Mary, as our spiritual mother, always
leads us closer to her Son.

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time | 4



Patriot Day is observed as the National Day of Service and Remembrance on September 1ith every year in memory of the 2,996
people killed in the September 11, 2001 attacks in New York city, Arlington, Virginia and Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

God of love we place in your loving arms the thousands of innocent lives
that were lost on that unforgettable morning of September 11, 2001.
We also remember the courage of the countless men and women who put
their lives at risk in order to rescue, alleviate and bring solace to the
afflicted. Help us to continue to work for a world free from every form of
hatred, violence and ignorance. May terrorism -- in all its forms --
disappear from the face of the earth. Amen. - Fr. Alberto Cutie

CDA COURT #1915
LOUISIANA ROSARY T-SHIRT

FUNDRAISER

ADULT SIZES
Small - XL..$20
2X-4X..$22
YOUTH SIZES Know the Faith. INSTITUTE OF
Small - XL$'|8 Lowve the Faith. CATHOL]C

Liwve the Faith. C ULTURE
INSTITUTEOFCATHOLICCULTURE.ORG

The Apocalypse of St. John: Understanding the
T=SHIRT SALES Book of Revelation

T ) TH
WILL BE HELD SEPT. 6™ & 7™ The Book of Revelation is the Bible's most

AFTER ALL MASSES, mysterious and challenging text. Filled with prophetic
signs and symbols unknown to most modern Christians,
SEPT. 13™ & 14™ AFTER ALL MASSES it often seems like an enigmatic puzzle. Learn to read

EXCEPT THE 10 AM the symbols, signs, ar!d %lterary techniques of this book
the way the early Christians understood them and,
thereby, rediscover the beautiful and consoling
message of salvation intended to be heard by its
original author, two millennia ago, but still so relevant
today!

The first class is scheduled to begin on Tuesday,
Sept. 9, at 7 PM CT. Join in the pre-class discussion at
6:30 PM CT.

Quality Catholic education online at no cost.
(Live classes use Zoom app. made easy by the ICC
website.) If you have any questions, please call

parishioner Charles Pourciau at 225-421-9734.

Have you ever considered a Jesuit
retreat at Our Lady of the Oaks in
Grand Coteau? The OLO Women's
Preached Retreat Wk 40: 10/02/25 -
10/05/25 has openings. What a blessed
time of rest, prayer and reflection among
the Oaks! If interested, please call 337-
662-5251 to register.
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm
Music Director
Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman
Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Custodial

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton

Mr. Rommell Richard

.i.

STM website: stmbr.org )

facebook.comfstmchurch!:u)

Sign up for the e-newsletter
on our parish website, under

Links/Resources

)

OfE]-n]=

youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge

)

The month of September is dedicated
to Our Lady of Sorrows, whose
memorial the Church celebrates on
September 15.

“Let us bind ourselves tightly to the
Sorrowful Heart of our Heavenly
Mother and reflect on its boundless
grief and how precious is our soul.”
- Saint Padre Pio

OUR PARISH FAMILY

IN SYMPATHY
We extend our heartfelt condolences and prayers to the family of
Laurina Geraci. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon her.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Sept. 9 - 6 p.m.: Communion Service - Intentions moved to 9/23
Wednesday, Sept. 10 - 12 p.m.: Huey and Allen Dufrene

Thursday, Sept. 11 - 8:45 a.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Friday, Sept. 12 - 12 p.m.: Communion Service - Intention moved to 10/17
Saturday, Sept. 13 - 4:30 p.m.: Family of Eloise Dufrene, Ngac Van Tran
and Tin Thi Nguyen, Chu Van Tran and Choe Thi Le, Suzanne Jung, John
Giuliante, Millie and Nick Quartararo, Mary Wilson, Beverly Rabalais
Sunday, Sept. 14 - 8 a.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory; 10 a.m.: Mike
Couvillon; 5 p.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL
Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Becky Cline,
Buddy Vidrine, Baron Lacour, Laurie Bolanoff, Diane Green, John Pecoraro,
Jr., Hunter Pecoraro, Loressa Watts, Destiny Kelley, Marcia Sells, Byron
Ellis, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin, Tara Manzullo, Lloyd Hebert, Bubba Howell,
Frank DePaula, Julie Zerbst, Geraldine Gauthier, Wendall Blouin, Camilla
Barlow, Kathy Moise, Rose Marie Cronin, Allyce Trapp Alexander.

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246
(leave your name and phone number if there is no answer), or send a
request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa
Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3 Tytan Henley,
MAJ Nate Conlon

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in

our time of need. (To add the name of a loved one, call 225.275.3940 or

email receptionist@stmbr.org.)
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SIGMA

ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

PROCESS
ELECTRICAL
MECHANICAL/PIFING
TECHNICAL STAFFING
INSTRUMENTATION

LASER SCANNING
CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
LAND SURVEYING
PROCUREMENT

WWwWw.sigmaec.com

LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

BATON N
{0]9[@] 3 Schwartzenburg, MDp

CLINIC
A

12351 Industriplex Blvd
926-4400

Plumbing * Heating * Repairs
225-927-6520

est. 1960

225-810-3100

RESTHAVEN

8 GArRDENS OF MEMORY & FuneraL HoME

www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

225-753-1440

Quallty Car Care Center

GOODy SYEAR
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

273-2955

Premier Eyecare & Optical

| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry

www.PremierEyecareOptical.com
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

Comprehensive Eyecare,
Glasses & Contact Lenses

225-281-0933

Residential and Commercial Construction

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545
Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

Regain Control of your Heartbeat

Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FACC, a leading cardiac
electrophysiologist, specializes in diagnosing and
treating arrhythmias. Experience personalized care

%

and get back to living your life.

(225) 769-0933

www.BRCardiology.com
8888 Summa Avenue ® Baton Rouge

I [=A] BATON ROUGE

192 CARDIOLOGY CENTER

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Same Day Appointments!
. Salon James O’Neal Food Mart
PAMPERING YOU
IN ELEGANCE 2863 O’Neal Lane ) )
NAIL « SPA SERVICES « HAIR rans Dentd Care

225-465-3289

VIP MEMBERSHIPS
MEN’S LOUNGE « PEDICURE
WAX « FACIALS/SKIN CARE

GENERAL DENTISTRY

Valero Gas Station HOANG V. TRAN, DDS

I LIEN VU, DDS
20% OF hm::,ir;zttligiyhes We Serve Breakfast, 1 CIQ 14 Old Hc:mrnond Hwy
- Lunch, Seafood through Baton Rouge
thesalonjames.com Drive-Thru

9636 Airline Hwy Ste A4 « 225-636-2220

(225) 615-7334

www.iransdentalcarebr.com

* Restorotive * Cosmetic
q. -
T

YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

snvr) (0)

CONSTRUCTION LLC
LICENSED & INSURED
(225) 235-8441 | EPARCH08 @ HOTMAIL.COM

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!”

v Ambulance/Police
« Family/Friends
v’ GPS & Fall Alert

* Cral Surgery
* Endodontics * Pediatric
Pariodoniol Treatmant
+ Sedaticn Dentistry

Linda Bynum

Sales Representative

bynuminsurance@outlook.com

225-933-0726

As Low As

m $1 99Imu 'u
800 808 9294 e md- medaler! com

FERGUSON'S TREE CARE, LLC

‘s LICENSED ARBORIST

iss TREE REMOVAL /
%« PRUNING kad |
i STUMPGRINDING 6

22 5-278-177‘5

&

Baton Rouge General
Physicians
BRGeneral.org

763-4500

8333 GOODWOOD BLVD.

Amanda Watts, MD  Daniel Daire, FNP
Timothy Bella, MD  Shelby Mougeot, FNP

[
r
!
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STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attorneys and Counselors At Law 5-'@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3 752-5266

33 ROOF LEAKING?

NOW HIRING —
MAINITE_NANCE

TECH!

CY CLUB - SPRING O

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTIAXE. com/iobs

504.455.5059 Db
£00 B o D I7MaxE. O]

SCANTO
APPLY!

ki do d .
ALDVERTISE i;i m * Repairs
- MIDCITY -°Roof Replacement
NOW OPEN! ROOFING Gutters
ERWO
o1 00 FREE ESTIMATES
URGENT CARE (225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com
Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm — - e
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm Actig ;":?:lr"; by i
225-256- . | % v
aw icceptiug primacy core [ Vs nerl a@?&&
Walk in or schedule your Music by Skyler PAS 51 ON

appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

mactdm32@gmail.com Specializing in

COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs ¢ KERATIN TREATMENT
BRAZILIAN BLOW CUT
HAIR EXTENSIONS « BAYLAGE

ek Psaral Seweices & Crrmstery

%

; CHURCH
O Business is Knowing FUNERAL
The Business of Grawing i & CRiAATOR

5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 292-9153 e T e JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING
PERMS * RELAXERS » MAKE-UP
TruBlueWater EYELASH EXTENSIONS
TODD CARUSO @J

We offer Bridal Party & Prom Packages

225-313-1299
225-275-2424
www.trubluewater.com 13559 Old Hammond Hwy,

Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

233 Capitol Street F()urrier
Denham Springs, LA 70726 Insurance Agency BRING THIS AD IN FOR
. 20% DISCOUNT
225‘27 1 '494 1 38é1§:?0184862 (new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

Todd Caruso, Parishioner 4275 Government St.

HARLEY M. BROWN
Attorney and Counselor at Law
704 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge
phone 225-336-0353 | fax 225-927-7919

|

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®
(225) 405-7463 e xp o

(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com License # 995709638
Languages: English & Vietnamese ™

FAMILY DENTISTRY

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates

Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

" LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

-

and Support Our Parish!

Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger 927-5450
5383 Jones Creek Road
751-3380

Saltenberger@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166

www.hinabor.com

SIOUTHERN

\ /g ECl Maintenance
==

FASTENER & » Home Improvement
TOOL CO. e Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier * Fencing
9440 Mammoth Dr. * Painting
927-3333 Follow Us I [1 G
“Nobody Does It Better” 225-929-1369

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
I_'r LEGACY HomasmoRe SHERWOOD
TITLE PARISHIONERS! TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES

Natalie & Bradford Smith .,

Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose
your own title company!

11756 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225.275.6900

Locations in Baton Rouge,
Prairieville, & Lafayette

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,
General Sales Manager
to purchase your next
Buick or GMC!

YUKDON DENALI

gerrylanebuickgmec.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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