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HUMILITY/MASS

Today’s Gospel features the smug prayer of the Pharisee who essentially reminds God how
lucky He is to have him on His team, contrasted by the tax collector who owns his sinfulness
and pleads for mercy. Likewise, in our first reading, Sirach reminds us:

”..the prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds to reach the unseen throne of God.”

Such prayers are heard because they come from the hearts of people who know how much they need God.
Prosperity tends to lead us into a false sense of sufficiency - apart from God’s grace and providence - whereas
the poor know their next meal is dependent on God. Sometimes, our good deeds/pious works can also blind us to
our spiritual deficiencies and need to engage more in building the Kingdom.

Speaking of humility, there is a bit of discord in our Church today over how we engage in praying our greatest
prayer, our Mass! As with all changes, there have been those resistant and enamored with the mindset of the
Church from six decades ago. (Such as altar rails, priest dress, forbidding female altar servers, etc.) There is even
a group that has broken away and, to my understanding, seeks to undo the changes ushered in through Vatican Il
such as the Ordinary Form of Mass we have used for the past five and a half decades.

The history of our liturgy was the subject of our last retreat; presented by the highly respected Dr. Brant Pitre.
Some of the key points | have room to share with you here are that our Popes have every bit of authority they
need to alter our Mass and have done so dozens of times since the birth of our Church. Jesus said, “Do this in
remembrance of Me” and gave us the words of consecration. EVERYTHING else is MAN-MADE, not Divinely
revealed, and absolutely open to alterations.

The highly romanticized “Latin Rite” (Tridentine Mass) was only the accepted form of Mass for less than four of
the Church’s twenty centuries. There was great discord in the Church when the Latin language was introduced.
“Only the Greek is sacred!” many protested. Also, singing many parts of the Mass in Latin remains completely
acceptable and is preferred for special seasons such as Lent. Receiving in the hands is the original form of
reception, and each of you can receive standing, kneeling, in the hands, or on the tongue. None of the positions
are more reverent, pious, holy, or superior to the others. The Bishop gave us firm instructions that no more altar
rails will be installed and insisted all priests say Mass facing the people.

Many who treasure parts of the Latin Rite feel we have lost reverence. Reverence is an internal mindset, but |
would like to address a couple of changes that would surely increase our reverence. Mainly - quiet in the Church
prior to Mass, so that people can pray! Ushers and ministers, your service is invaluable, and I’'m so thankful for
each of you, but please learn to whisper or step outside. Genuflecting prior to entering the pews and bowing
before the tabernacle and prior to receiving communion is also essential. I'll post a refresher on reception of the
Eucharist particulars later. God Bless!

God bless!

o Eddie
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“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”
John 11:25-26

During November, the Month of Remembrance, please remember in your prayers members of our parish family buried
from Saint Thomas More during the past year, October 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025. Below are their names as they appear
chronologically in our parish death register. Those who have died this past year will be especially remembered at the Vigil
Mass on Saturday, November 1.

Bradley Jenkins James Stiglets Genevieve Jordan
Ralph Dupuy Ronald Jackson Beverly Rabalais
Fran Golleher John Stewart Rose Broussard

Carl Guidry Joyce Landry Bridget Wolfe

Donna Laborde Marguerite Wilton Laurina Geraci

Joseph Cronan Sophie Gibson Lynette Harelson

Carolyn Perrault Margaret Landry Rev. Tom Duhé
Patricia Hubbs Delores Dupuy Fran Gaudin
Gerard Scallan Geraldine Stephens Lois Thompson

Marie Noto Newman Roblin
Mildred Quartararo Suzanne Jung
Pete Huff Lura Sharp
Jaime Hernandez Mery Sanchez
Carroll Gibson Ronald Gurley
Judy Rachal Anthony Pichon
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All Saints Day on Nov. 1 is typically observed
as a Holy Day of Obligation, requiring the
faithful to attend Mass. However, because Nov.
1 falls on a Saturday in 2025, the obligation to
attend Mass is abrogated (temporarily
suspended) for the faithful in the United States
this year. Nevertheless, although not required
this year, participation in Mass is encouraged on
this great feast honoring all the saints in heaven.
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@

Pope Leo XIV
@Pontifex

Let us never forget the fundamental importance,
at every level, of respect for life and its protection
at all stages—from conception to old age, and up
to the moment of death. | hope this awareness will
continue to grow, especially regarding access to

medical care and medicines.

Encounter Middle School Bible Study
Parish middle schoolers invited to participate!

Encounter is a Catholic Bible study designed
specifically for grades 6 to 8. Using the color-coded
Bible Timeline Learning System, each session of
Encounter reveals the story of our faith and God's
plan for our lives. This captivating program guides
students toward a powerful encounter with God.
Sessions are held on Sundays at 6 pm in the
Mother Teresa Room (located on next to the church
office). Registration is required - visit
stmbr.org/news/youth-events

Lesson 1: Sunday, Nov. 2, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 2: Sunday, Nov. 9, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 3: Sunday, Nov. 16, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 4: Sunday, Nov. 23, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 5: Sunday, Nov. 30, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 6: Sunday, Dec. 7, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 7: Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:00-7:15 pm
Lesson 8: Sunday, Jan. 4, 6:00-7:15 pm

Jolin Teamnn STM
& Run ffor Lifsl

Woman’s New Life Clinic Born to Run
Saturday, November 8, 2025
5 K and % Mile Fun Run
North Boulevard Town Square -

Downtown Baton Rouge
stmbr.org/news/born-to-run

Parish high schoolers are encouraged to
participate in an upcoming 8 session Bible
study series titled Venture - on Sundays in
the Activity Center beginning November 2.

Sessions 1 thru 7:

Every Sunday, Nov. 2 - Dec. 14
6:00 - 7:15 pm | Activity Center
Session 8:

Sunday, Jan. 4
6:00 - 7:15 pm | Activity Center

Visit stmbr.org/hs-bible-study to register.
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm
Music Director
Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman

Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Custodial
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton
Mr. Rommell Richard

STM website: stmbr.org

facebook.com/stmchurchbr

Sign up for the e-newsletter
] on our parish website, under
Links/Resources

youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge
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BAPTISM
We extend a warm welcome into the Church family to the following
child who was baptized at St. Thomas More during the month of
September:
Emerson Rye Bourgeois, child of Megan and Paul Bourgeois.

IN SYMPATHY
We extend our heartfelt condolences and prayers to the family of
Annie Schmitt. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her.

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Ernest
Bonaccorso Jr. the week of Oct. 26 as requested by Shirley Bonaccorso.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Oct. 28 - 6 p.m.: Calvin Bajon, Lynette Harelson, Ames Talbot,
Maria and Paul Nguyen

Wednesday, Oct. 29 - 12 p.m.: Fr. Tom Duhé

Thursday, Oct. 30 - 8:45 a.m.: Juanita Coutee

Friday, Oct. 31 - 12 p.m.: Fran Gaudin

Saturday, Nov. 1 - 4:30 p.m.: Millie and Nick Quartararo

Sunday, Nov. 2 - 8 a.m.: Edward Rabalais; 10 a.m.: STM Families, Friends,
and Neighbors; 5 p.m.: Joseph, Wilma, Larry and Mike Cronan, Francis
Smith, Thanh Nguyen, Beth Bonnecaze

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL
Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Becky Cline,
Buddy Vidrine, Baron Lacour, Laurie Bolanoff, Diane Green, John Pecoraro,
Jr., Hunter Pecoraro, Loressa Watts, Destiny Kelley, Marcia Sells, Byron Ellis,
Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin, Lloyd Hebert, Bubba Howell, Frank DePaula, Julie
Zerbst, Geraldine Gauthier, Wendall Blouin, Camilla Barlow, Kathy Moise,
Allyce Trapp Alexander, Mike Bahm.

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246
(leave your name and phone number if there is no answer), or send a
request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa
Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3 Tytan Henley,
MAJ Nate Conlon (To add/edit names: email receptionist@stmbr.org.)

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil, 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and 5 p.m.
Weekday Masses
Tuesday, 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 12 noon;
Thursday, 8:45 a.m.; and Friday, 12 p.m.
Reconciliation
Wednesday, 11:15 - 11:45 a.m.;
Thursday, 8:00 - 8:30 a.m.,
Saturday, 3:15 - 4:15 p.m.; and By Appointment
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George J
Schwartzenburg, MD

12351 Industriplex Blvd

Plumbing ¢ Heating « Repair g 926-4400
225-927-6520

225-810-3100 wWwWw.sigmaec.com est. 1960

225-753-1440
www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

Quality Car Care Center Salon James || yNea] Food Mart
PAMPERING YOU
IN ELEGANCE 2863 O’Neal Lane
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd. 273-2955 | Rathvhvitvotten 225-465-3289

MEN’S LOUNGE « PEDICURE

Premier Eyecare & Optical || wax.mcatssveare || Valero Gas Station

@ Comprehensive Eyecare, 20% OFF hair, nails & lashes We Serve Breakfast,

ith this ad. Lunch, Seafood through

Glasses & Contact Lenses thesalonjames.com Drive-Thru
9636 Airline Hwy Ste A4 « 225-636-2220

| HR. GLASSES 246-8830

ERIC THAL, Doctor of Optometry YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM
www.PremierEyecareOptical.com

Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

225-281-0933

LICENSED & INSURED

Residential and Commercial Construction (225) 235-8441 | EPARCH08@HOTMAIL.COM Linda Bynum
IF YOU LIVE ALONE Sales Representative
MDMedAlert! ™ AsLow As bynuminsurance@outlook.com
v Ambulance/Police CALLNOW! $199,E:-0 225-933-0726

+ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert 800-808-9294 2% md-medalert.com

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545

Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

Regain Control of your Heartbeat
Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FACC, a leading cardiac
electrophysiologist, specializes in diagnosing and
treating arrhythmias. Experience personalized care
and get back to living your life.

(225) 769-0933

www.BRCardiology.com
8888 Summa Avenue ® Baton Rouge

3| BATON ROUGH
< CARDIOIOWGY CTNTER
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STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC
Attorneys and Counselors At Law
M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

g

752-5266

NOW OPEN!

ROOF LEAKING?

* Repairs
* Roof Replacement
e Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
(225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm

Sat & Sun 8am-6pm Add violin music

to your event
225-256-5888 Weddings ¢ Funerals
Now accepting primary care Private Gatherings
Walk in or schedule your Music by Skyler

appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

mactdm32@gmail.com

Specializing in

5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 292-9153

COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs ¢ KERATIN TREATMENT
BRAZILIAN BLOW CUT
HAIR EXTENSIONS « BAYLAGE

Complimentary Consultations

225-313-1299

www.trubluewater.com

233 Capitol Street Fourrier
Denham Springs, LA 70726 Insurance Agency
225-271-4941 Since 1946
383-0682

Todd Caruso, Parishioner

4275 Government St.

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING
PERMS * RELAXERS « MAKE-UP
EYELASH EXTENSIONS

We offer Bridal Party & Prom Packages

225-275-2424
13559 Old Hammond Hwy,
Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

BRING THIS AD IN FOR
20% DISCOUNT
(new clients only)
FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

HARLEY M. BROWN
Attorney and Counselor at Law
704 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge
phone 225-336-0353 | fax225-927-7919

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®

(225) 405-7463

(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com
GwenlLe.eXpRealty.com

=@

License # 995709638
Languages: English & Vietnamese

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates
Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

Fo @

Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
927-5450

5383 Jones Creek Road
751-3380

www.hinabor.com

FASTENER &
TOOL CO.
Arnold Saucier
9440 Mammoth Dr.

927-3333
“Nobody Does It Better”

e Home Improvement
e Lawn Maintenance
* Fencing
¢ Painting

225-929-1369

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
ST.THOMAS MORE
PARISHIONERS!

Natalie & Bradford Smith

Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose
your own title company!

Locations in Baton Rouge,
Prairieville, & Lafayette

SHERWOOD

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES
SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES
Louis S. RuFFINo, JR.
FamiLy OWNED E 1969
11756 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com
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