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4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Consider the verse, “Joseph, ...since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame...
The Hebrew word for “righteousness” meant much more than merely fair, just, or virtuous as it does
today. It included one’s complete relationship with God AND how that shaped one’s interaction with
others. The church leaders of Joseph’s time practiced punishment and isolation for sinners; thankfully, Joseph’s
relationship with God far surpassed theirs.

J

Please engage in a little Lectio Divina with me here, and join me in imagining the scene.

Imagine you are Joseph. Mary has just returned from helping Elizabeth. You rush to welcome her into your arms, but she’s
distant. You immediately notice something is wrong in her face. You pause, confused, with a look that says, “What is it, my
love?” Then you see the bump of Jesus protruding from her womb. The shock, disbelief, and overwhelming sense of
betrayal wash over you! NO! This can’t be! Your eyes open wide, and you try to speak, but no words come out. Mary
rushes toward you, but you turn away and walk off. The silence is broken by her tears. She sobs, “Joseph, wait! Don’t
leave me!”

You fill in the blanks from there since scripture is silent, and we’ll all have to wait till heaven to find out what actually went
down. Did he bolt, give her a chance to explain, scoff and call her crazy when she told the truth? Did he brood for weeks
before coming to his decision? The romantic in me wants to believe somehow he saw the truth in her beautiful eyes and
angelic face, and although his mind couldn’t process the reality, he wanted to believe with all his heart in her mind-
boggling explanation.

However, let’s not overlook the seriousness of her situation at that time. Her life was completely in Joseph’s hands. If he
publicly revealed that the child was not his, The Law called for Mary to be stoned. He faced the choice to expose her,
marry her and raise a child he hadn’t fathered, or to end the marriage process and have everyone believe he was the
father. That would damage his reputation, but Mary’s life would be spared. So he voluntarily took on the shame of being
the father of her child, knowing he and Mary would be looked down upon, but at least her life would be saved. That’s
what he chose, of course, prior to the angel’s direct intervention.

Thank you, Joseph, for your nobility, for your righteousness, for your trust in God. May we all practice the same Hebrew
version of righteousness.

A merry, holy, and sanctifying Christmas to all!

Lord Jesus,
Master of boththe light and the darkness,
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day,
W& who are anxious over mary things look forward to your coning among us:
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom
We whase hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence
{\({A« W are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.

7o you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!"

Amen.
- Henri IM Nouwen
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The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas
Holy Day of Obligation

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

4:00 pm & 6:00 pm

Thursday, December 25, 2025

9:00 am

Friday, December 26, 2025

No Daily Mass

~

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Saturday, December 27, 2025

The church office will 3:15 pm Confessions/4:30 pm Vigil Mass
be closed for the Sunday, December 28, 2025
holidays on the Masses: 8 am, 10 am & 5 pm
following days: . ~
December 23rd, 24th, Solemnity of Mary, The Holly MOtlflEIl‘) 1of God
Holy Day of Obligation

25th, 26th, 30th, 31st Wednesday, December 31, 2025
& January 1st. 5:00 pm Mass

Thursday, January 1, 2026

¥ « 9:00 am Mass
% * | | * Friday, January 2, 2026

~ No Daily Mass
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wishing you a

/ Blessed Christmas

& Fovful New Year!

Fr. Eddie and the Church Staff



ANNUAL MEETING
& GUMBO
COOKOFF

SATURDAY, JAN. 10
6:30 PM
ACTIVITY CENTER

Pope Leo XIV
@Pontifex

W
In the Our Father, we pray: 'Thy kingdom
come, as Jesus himself taught us. With this
invocation we turn toward the new thing
that God has in store for us, recognizing
that the course of history is not already
written by the powerful people of this
world. Let us, then, put our thoughts and
energy at the service of God who came not
to reign over us, but rather to free us. This

: is the 'gospel, the truly good news that
Wheo will win the golden ladle this year? " motivates and draws us in.

RSVP TO ATTEND/REGISTER YOUR GUMBO:
STMBR.ORG/NEWS/GUMBO-COOKOFF

FLOWER DONATION

The flowers on the altar next weekend, Dec. 27-28, are donated in memory of Hudson Jay Hargroder as requested by Mary and
Rory Lato.

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Mery Sanchez the week of Dec. 21 as requested by the LOUIS Team.
The sanctuary light in the chapel will burn in memory of Mary Lois and Lester Grave the week of Dec. 21 as requested by Tootie
St. Romain.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Dec. 23 - 6 p.m.: Mery Sanchez, Adelyn Dugas, Huey Dufrene, Thomas Webre, Edel Acosta, Anatasio Nguyen
Wednesday, Dec. 24 - 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.: STM Families, Friends and Neighbors

Thursday, Dec. 25 - 9 a.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors

Friday, Dec. 26 - 12 p.m.: No Mass

Saturday, Dec. 27 - 4:30 p.m.: Lou and Emery Bares

Sunday, Dec. 28 - 8 a.m.: Mary Lois and Lester Graves; 10 a.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 5 p.m.: Andrew Littlefield,
Michael Bannon, Eddie Landry, Mark Brabant, Wilmer McNair, Mark Midboe, Ned Dufour

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL
Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Becky Cline, Buddy Vidrine, Baron Lacour, Laurie Bolanoff, Diane Green,
John Pecoraro, Jr., Hunter Pecoraro, Loressa Watts, Destiny Kelley, Marcia Sells, Byron Ellis, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin, Lloyd Hebert,
Bubba Howell, Frank DePaula, Julie Zerbst, Wendall Blouin, Camilla Barlow, Kathy Moise, Allyce Trapp Alexander, Sharon Mann,
Louis LaBauve, Melani Cagle

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246 (leave your name and phone number if there is no
answer), or send a request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3 Tytan
Henley, MAJ Nate Conlon (To add/edit names: email receptionist@stmbr.org.)
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CHURCH STAFF

2ND ANNUAL STM MEN'S CLUB

Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca SMOKED BOSTON BUTT SALE

Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely

Religious Education SUNDAT w FEE @
Ms. Bridget Day
Execu“ve secretary PICK UP FROM 11 AM UNTIL 12:30 PM
Mrs. E”en GUIdry PRESCHOOL DROP OFF LANE (11500 SHERBROOK AVE.)

Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Music Director
e, oo st  TWO PACKAGES AVAILABLE
PREORDERS ONLY BEFORE FEB. 3
Sacristan
« BASIC HOG HEAVEN - 875 WHOLE SMOKED BOSTON BUTT-
Mrs. Kay Fetterman SHREDDED, FEEDS 15-20
Maintenance « PREMIUM HOG HEAVEN - $90 INCLUDES WHOLE
Mr. AIeX Ho SMOKED BOSTON BUTT - SHREDDED, 32 HAWAIIAN
BOLLS, 2 QUARTS BAKED BEANS, 1 PINT CORN = iy
Custodial PUDDING, AND 1 PINT BBQ SAUCE, FEEDS 15-20 %
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton STMBR.ORG/NEWS/HOG-HEAVEN

Mr. Rommell Richard

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
11441 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70815
stmbr. org | Office Phone: 225-275-3940
Office Hours:
Mon.- Thurs.:8 am-12 pmand 1-5 pm;
Fri..8a.m.-12 pm
DAILY MASSES
Tuesday: 6:00 pm, Wednesday: 12 noon (w/Rosary @ 11:30 am);
Thursday: 8:45 am, Friday: 12 noon
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 4:30 pm Vigil; Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 5 pm
RECONCILIATION
Wednesdays from 11:15 - 11:45 am; Thursdays from 8:00 - 8:30 am
Saturdays from 3:15 - 4:15 pm; and by appt.
Emergencies After Hours:
Please call 225.275.3940 and follow the directions
N /) given on the voicemail message.
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\q STM website: stmbr.org

facebook.com/stmchurchbr

Sign up for the e-newsletter
] onour parish website, under
Links/Resources

youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge
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STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attorneys and Counselors At Law 5-'@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
752-5266

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

NOW HIRING
MAINTENANCE TECHI

REGENCY CLUB -

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTIAXE. com/Jobs

SM lectrée, ‘7:«:)(,@'

Licensed * Bonded * Insured’

Commercial  Residential !é,

225-664-1787 | SalsElectricInc.com

NOW OPEN!
SHERWOQ,,

URGENT CARE

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888
Now accepting primary care
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

ROOF LEAKING?
m * Repairs
* Roof Replacement
* Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES

(225) 930-4930 | wWwWw. mldcltyrooflng com

Add violin music &?@?ﬂ

to your event
Weddings ¢ Funerals
Private Gatherings
P A S Sl O N
Specializing in

Music by Skyler
COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs * KERATIN TREATMENT

ICHURCH

504.455.5059 = scanro DA e Siaann [GECHURCH || smazuavsiowcur
ZE0 @ s 12 I laxE. - . The Business of Growing CHURCH. A i L ey HAIR EXTENSIONS  BAYLAGE
------------- E 5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 292-9153 g JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING
S H E R M A N PERMS  RELAXERS * MAKE-UP
TruBlueWater EYELASH EXTENSIONS
& B A L H O F F TO DD CARUSO : h - We offer Bridal Party & Prom Packages
SPECIALISTS IN ORTHODONTICS 225-313-1299

225-769-1276

HARLEY M. BROWN
Attorney and Counselor at Law
704 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge

~ phone 225-336-0353 | fax225-927-7919

233 Capitol Street
Denham Springs, LA 70726

225-271-4941

Todd Caruso, Parishioner

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®

exp e gie|

License # 995709638
Languages: English & Vietnamese

(225) 405-7463
(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com
GwenlLe.eXpRealty.com

225-275-2424

www.trubluewater.com 13559 0ld Hammond Hwy,

Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

Fourrier
Insurance Agency BRING THIS AD IN FOR
Since 1946 20% DISCOUNT
383'0682 (new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

4275 Government St.

FAMILY DENTISTRY

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates
Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

Saltenberger@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166
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Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
927-5450

5383 Jones Creek Road
751-3380

www.hinabor.com

MECI Maintenance

OUTHERN

FASTENER & » Home Improvement

TOOL CO. e Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier * Fencing
9440 Mammoth Dr. * Painting

927-3333 —
“Nobody Does It Better” 225-929-1369

LEGACY
TITLE

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose
your own title company!

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
ST.THOMAS MORE
PARISHIONERS!

Natalie & Bradford Smith

Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys

Locations in Baton Rouge,
Prairieville, & Lafayette

SHERWOOD

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES
SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES

11756 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

sBuick | M

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

gerrylanebuickgmec.com

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,
General Sales Manager
to purchase your next
Buick or GMC!

YUKON DENALI

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA A 4C 05-1276
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