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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

If you attended the 10:00 AM Mass this weekend, you were treated to a barrage of young souls
leading our celebration, reading from the pulpit, serving in the sanctuary, singing from the choir,
and serving as ushers. All fruit of our Catholic School.

Years ago, my bride and | were asked to lead the fundraiser to build St. John the Evangelist Primary in Prairieville. Frankly, |
was amazed at some of the comments we heard during that period. Questions of why we needed a Catholic elementary
school when Dutchtown was an exemplary school, right around the corner.

“Good Catholics” scowled at me as though | were crazy! “Why would anyone pay those outrageous tuitions when a
perfectly good education was available for free, much less give up their hard-earned savings to finance the construction of
such an unneeded undertaking?” | was shocked, appalled, and taken completely by surprise by such responses. At least
until it dawned on me that those making such statements had never had the grace and good fortune to attend a Catholic
school.

Public schools often do a fine job of preparing our youth to succeed in business and launch a career. Catholic schools are
just as well known, if not more so, for the same kind of preparation. But the difference, worth all the gold in the world, is
that Catholic schools teach not only how to provide for material needs in this life, but how to experience eternity in the
next. Throw in forming our students to set their priorities well above material concerns and arming them to handle any
crosses that life will undoubtedly throw at them, and you have the answers my nay-sayers in Prairieville had no clue of.
Catholic schools demonstrate, live, and instill the Catholic faith. The Catholic faith is the key to all truths, joys, the very
purpose of life, and finding fulfillment in it.

| also taught high school Catechism (PSR, etc.) down in Prairieville. | was always challenged to give a presentation that
didn’t bore the students who had attended Catholic
elementary schools out of their minds, but that public
school kids could still follow. For instance, many from
“exemplary” public schools couldn’t tell you whether
Moses was Old Testament or New Testament!

If you want our pews filled with parishioners and our
sanctuary with a priest in the future, please support our
school. It is our number one mission and an established
conduit through which we build the Kingdom of God,
something we are charged to spend our lives doing.
Remember, it’s not enough to be merely a “good person
who does no harm to others.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BBQ CHICKEN DINNERS

" T ¢ / $

|

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1

; : - AFTER BAM & 10AM MASSES
Lastly, have you noticed the photos of the priests onthe =~ +p =& NP @ ALL CHURCH EXITS

wall of the Activity Center? STM school has produced at : R
least six priests, and a seventh will be ordained within a : ACTIVITY CENTER DRIVE THRU
year, God willing. That’s what I'm talking about! 9 AM - 12:30 PM

Blessings,

¥r. Eddie

$10/DINNER
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Feast of St. Joseph — Save the Date

Altar Planning Underway

We warmly invite you to join our parish community
on Thursday, March 19, 2026, as we celebrate the
Feast of St. Joseph with the beautiful St. Joseph Altar
at the heart of the day. The altar is a sacred
expression of thanksgiving and devotion—a
time-honored Catholic tradition that brings our
parish together in prayer, gratitude, and fellowship.

The Tradition of the St. Joseph Altar

The St. Joseph Altar (or Tavola di San Giuseppe)
originated in Sicily during the Middle Agesin
thanksgiving for the end of a devastating famine.
Families created elaborate three-tiered altars—
representing the Holy Trinity—filled with symbolic
breads, pastries, and food to share with the
community. Today, we continue this tradition to
honor St. Joseph's role as the protector of the family
and to express our gratitude for God's many
blessings.

Schedule of Events
All are welcome to join us for the full morning of
devotion or stop by during the day:
« 8:45am - Mass
¢ 930 am - Coffee and Fellowship (immediately
following Mass in the coffee shop)
+ 10:00 am - Blessing of the Altar in the Parish Hall
« 10:00 am - 5:00 pm - Altar Viewing and Devotion
¢ 11:00 am - 1:00 pm - Traditional St. Joseph Gravy
Lunch served

How You Can Help

It takes many hands to prepare this beautiful tribute,
especially this year as we plan for a larger altar than
last year. If you would like to help with baking, setup,
serving lunch, or cleanup, please sign up using the
link found on the parish website at
stmbr.org/news/altar.

Whether you join us for Mass, a cup of coffee, or the
traditional lunch, we look forward to celebrating the
St. Joseph Altar and the foster father of Jesus with
you.

Come, Lord Jesus! Lenten Journey
Prayer + Scripture + Eucharist + Christian Community

Journey with us during the holy season of Lent as we study and
meditate on the Sunday Gospels, leading us to the glorious
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Meet weekly
with family members, friends, and fellow parishioners—or join
an online group—for a deeper understanding of Jesus’ life,
death, and the victory He claimed for each of us. Prepare for the
Easter celebration with a spiritual journey that will renew your
faith and transform your life!

Sign up after any Mass this weekend, call the office to register,
or attend an INFORMATIONAL SESSION on Wednesday, Feb. 11,
at9 a.m. or 6 p.m. in the Mother Teresa Room.

Sessions will be held every Wednesday during Lent in the
Mother Teresa Room at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m., beginning Feb. 25.
Please choose either the morning or evening session.

For further information, contact Beverly Shaw at 225-235-0185.

(paf ud

The St. Thomas More Catholic School
Community would love to pray for you
and your intentions during Catholic
Schools Week, January 25-31, 2026.
Each day during morning assembly,
our students and faculty will pray for
all intentions included on this prayer
list. Scan the QR code to send us your
prayer intentions!

I THOMAS .,.\.
SFMORE (-’@
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St. Thomas More Parish

veUTH &
GATHERING

WHO Parishionersjn grades5-8
DATES Fridays: Feb.6, Mar.6, Apr. 17
TIME 3:15-4:30pm

PLACE Parish Activity Center

WL, & va/ néurd S udulin

REGISTER
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ZND ANNUAL STM MEN'S CLUB

HOG HEAVEN

SMOKED BOSTON BUTT SALE

SUNDAY w

PICK UP FROM 11 AM UNTIL 12:30 PM
PRESCHOOL DROP OFF LANE (11500 SHERBROOK AVE.)

rER. B

........................................

TWO PACKAGES AVAILABLE

PREORDERS ONLY BEFORE FEB. 3

* BASIC HOG HEAVEN - §75 WHOLE SMOKED BOSTON BUTT-

SHREDDED, FEEDS 15-20

* PREMIUM HOG HEAVEN - §90 INCLUDES WHOLE
SMOKED BOSTON BUTT - SHREDDED, 32 HAWAIIAN
ROLLS, 2 QUARTS BAKED BEANS, 1 PINT CORN
PUDDING, AND 1 PINT BBQ SAUCE, FEEDS 15-20

STMBR.ORG/NEWS/HOG-HEAVEN

. I

Lead the Rosary
Our parish is seeking
individuals or families
who are willing to lead
the Rosary before the
10:00 am Sunday Mass. This
is a beautiful way to serve our

prayer.
If you are interested, please use the
SignUpGenius found at
stmbr.org/news/rosary to view available
dates and sign up.
We are grateful for your willingness to
share in this important ministry.

Reminder: 1st Eucharist Mandatory Parent
Meeting, Wednesday, February 4, 2026,
6:30 pm, Parish Activity Center
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Retrouvaille Weekend Retreat
for Troubled Marriages
March 27-29, 2026

Retrouvaille is a Christian based/Catholic-in-origin
peer ministry that can help a troubled marriage.
We have already saved thousands of marriages. For
more information call us at 1-800-470-2230, visit our

Sign up to pray for ACTS retreatants website: HelpOurMarriage.org, or use the QR code
below.

Southeast Baton Rouge ACTS Coalition (STM, SJV,
St Pat's) will be having a Men's ACTS Retreat from
January 29 - February 1. We are inviting parishioners

BatonRouge@helpourmarriage.org

to sign up on the prayer board in the church vestibule 1-800-470-2230
to pray for these men during their retreat. Your =]y 33 [=] 3aton Rouge
prayers will help prepare their hearts, lift their D e 3!= 7 d”
S y mipeeat: RETROUVAILLLE
intentions, and support them spiritually throughout [m] APt —

e & o Pty A

this life-changing weekend.

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Kathryn and Vincent Dubroc the week of January 25, as requested by
Nicole Walker.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Jan. 27 - 6 p.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, Jan. 28 - 12 p.m.: Jimmy Kelly

Thursday, Jan. 29 - 8:45 a.m.: Rose Kron

Friday, Jan. 30 - 16 p.m.: Norma Mitchell

Saturday, Jan. 31 - 4:30 p.m.: Marie Schittone, Duane Kolbeck

Sunday, Feb. 1 - 8 a.m.: Onelio Sotolongo; 10 a.m.: Mark Midboe; 5 p.m.: STM Families, Friends and Neighbors

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL
Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Louis LaBauve, Margot Murphy, Laurie Bolanos, Becky Cline, Laura
Chapman, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246 (leave your name and phone number if there is no
answer), or send a request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3 Tytan
Henley, MAJ Nate Conlon (To add/edit names: email receptionist@stmbr.org.)
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

In a caring environment

dedicated to celebrating the Catholic faith

Executive Secretary and modeling the life of Jesus Christ,
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm St. Thomas More Church provides worship,

Music Director

Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan education, ministerial and social opportunities
Mrs. Kay Fetterman

Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho for the spiritual growth of the parish family.

Custodial

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton

Mr. Rommell Richard

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
11441 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70815
stmbr. org | Office Phone: 225-275-3940
Office Hours:

Mon.- Thurs.:8 am-12 pmand1-5 pm;

- Fri..8a.m.-12 pm
STM website: stmbr.org ) DAILY MASSES

Tuesday: 6:00 pm, Wednesday: 12 noon (w/Rosary @ 11:30 am);
facebool comy/stimalitichbe Thursday: 8:45 am, Friday: 12 noon
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 4:30 pm Vigil; Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 5 pm

Sign up for the e-newsletter
ﬂ ongour%arish website, under ) RELONCILINTION
Links/Resources Wednesdays from 11:15 - 11:45 am; Thursdays from 8:00 - 8:30 am
- v Saturdays from 3:15 - 4:15 pm; and by appt.
youtube.com, y
stthomasmorebatonrouge ) Emergencies After Hours:
Please call 225.275.3940 and follow the directions

N ) given on the voicemail message.
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SIGMA

ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

PROCESS LASER SCANNING
ELECTRICAL CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL/PIPING CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
TECHNICAL STAFFING LAND SURVEYING
INSTRUMENTATION PROCUREMENT

LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

225 810-3100 WWwWw.sigmaec.com

Plumbing ¢ Heating * Repairs

225-927-6520
est. 1960

THE
BATON
ROUGE

CLINIC
AMC

George )
Schwartzenburg, MD
12351 Industriplex Blvd

926-4400

RESTHAVEN

P GARDENS OF MEMORY & FUNERAL HOME
. 225-753-1440

www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

Quallty Car Care Center

GOODFYEAR
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

273-2955

Premier Eyecare & Optical

/\ Comprehensive Eyecare,
@ Glasses & Contact Lenses
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry

www.PremierEyecareOptical.com
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

Salon James

PAMPERING YOU
IN ELEGANCE

NAIL « SPA SERVICES « HAIR
VIP MEMBERSHIPS
MEN’S LOUNGE « PEDICURE
WAX « FACIALS/SKIN CARE

hair, nails & lash
20% OFF m:vir:ztt;lis af ©

thesalonjames.com
9636 Airline Hwy Ste A4 « 225-636-2220

O’Neal Food Mart
2863 O’Neal Lane
225-465-3289

Valero Gas Station
We Serve Breakfast,

Lunch, Seafood through
Drive-Thru

Same Day Appointments!

Trans Dentd Care
GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS
LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge

(225) 615-7334

www.transdentalcarebr.com

YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

* Restorative * Cosmalic

* Oral Surgery

225-281-0933

Residential and Commercial Construction

anvD) ()

CONSTRUC

TION LLC

LICENSED & INSURED

(225) 235-8441 | EPARCH08 @ HOTMAIL.COM

* Endodontics * ?Edlomt:
* Periodontal Treatment
* Sedation Dermsfry

Humunu_

Linda Bynum

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Drapres, T, DDE
Az Laszer, 1) BEETVE DIussiaEE, LS

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545

Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Sales Representative

d 1 ' AsLow As bynuminsurance@outlook.com

V%RMSPOIicelert. $1 99 { | 225-933-0726
ulanc CALL NOW! o B |

« Family/Friends p, ¥

v/ GPS & Fall Alert 800-808-9294 L md-medalert.com L Wl

Regain Control of your Heartbeat

Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FACC, a leading cardiac
electrophysiologist, specializes in diagnosing and
treating arrhythmias. Experience personalized care

7

'

and get back to living your life.

(225) 769-0933

www.BRCardiology.com
8888 Summa Avenue ® Baton Rouge

I BATON ROUGE

>
< CARDIOIOWGY CTNTER

Q

FERGUSON’S TREE CARE, LLC

LIC NSED ARBORIST A

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING &ad
STUMP GRINDING

' ey

[

t

225-278-1774

-

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

&

Physicians
BRGeneral.org

Amanda Watts, MD
Timothy Bella, MD

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA

Baton Rouge General

763-4500

8333 GOODWOOD BLVD.

Daniel Daire, FNP
Shelby Mougeot, FNP

B 4C 05-1276



STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attorneys and Counselors At Law 5-'@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
752-5266

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

NOW HIRING
MAINTENANCE TECHI

REGENCY CLUB -

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTIAXE. com/Jobs

SM lectrée, ‘7:«:)(,@'

Licensed * Bonded * Insured’

Commercial  Residential !é,

225-664-1787 | SalsElectricInc.com

NOW OPEN!
SHERWOQ,,

URGENT CARE

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888
Now accepting primary care
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

ROOF LEAKING?
m * Repairs
* Roof Replacement
* Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES

(225) 930-4930 | wWwWw. mldcltyrooflng com

Add violin music &?@?ﬂ

to your event
Weddings ¢ Funerals
Private Gatherings
P A S Sl O N
Specializing in

Music by Skyler
COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs * KERATIN TREATMENT

ICHURCH

504.455.5059 = scanro DA e Siaann [GECHURCH || smazuavsiowcur
ZE0 @ s 12 I laxE. - . The Business of Growing CHURCH. A i L ey HAIR EXTENSIONS  BAYLAGE
------------- E 5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 292-9153 g JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING
S H E R M A N PERMS  RELAXERS * MAKE-UP
TruBlueWater EYELASH EXTENSIONS
& B A L H O F F TO DD CARUSO : h - We offer Bridal Party & Prom Packages
SPECIALISTS IN ORTHODONTICS 225-313-1299

225-769-1276

HARLEY M. BROWN
Attorney and Counselor at Law
704 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge

~ phone 225-336-0353 | fax225-927-7919

233 Capitol Street
Denham Springs, LA 70726

225-271-4941

Todd Caruso, Parishioner

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®

exp e gie|

License # 995709638
Languages: English & Vietnamese

(225) 405-7463
(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com
GwenlLe.eXpRealty.com

225-275-2424

www.trubluewater.com 13559 0ld Hammond Hwy,

Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

Fourrier
Insurance Agency BRING THIS AD IN FOR
Since 1946 20% DISCOUNT
383'0682 (new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

4275 Government St.

FAMILY DENTISTRY

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates
Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

Saltenberger@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166

£

<2

-

Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
927-5450

5383 Jones Creek Road
751-3380

www.hinabor.com

MECI Maintenance

OUTHERN

FASTENER & » Home Improvement

TOOL CO. e Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier * Fencing
9440 Mammoth Dr. * Painting

927-3333 —
“Nobody Does It Better” 225-929-1369

LEGACY
TITLE

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose
your own title company!

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
ST.THOMAS MORE
PARISHIONERS!

Natalie & Bradford Smith

Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys

Locations in Baton Rouge,
Prairieville, & Lafayette

SHERWOOD

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES
SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES

11756 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

sBuick | M

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

gerrylanebuickgmec.com

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,
General Sales Manager
to purchase your next
Buick or GMC!

YUKON DENALI

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA A 4C 05-1276



