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LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Are you afraid of the dark?

I’'m not asking about an absence of rays of visible light, or luminous flux, to you physics majors. I'm referring to spiritual
darkness. The emotions so many of us go through when we lose a loved one; some struggle for years. Depression, anxiety,
loneliness, despair, emptiness, a sense of uselessness, fear of the future, or a feeling of hopelessness. These emotions rob
us of joy and peace, and if extreme enough, can lead to self-harm or destruction.

If you find yourself in such a downward spiral, apply the prescription given in our readings today and, as Isaiah
prophecies, “...your wound shall quickly be healed;...and the gloom shall become for you like midday.”

Our readings today, in fact, call all of us to be the Light of the World!

Our first reading, responsorial, gospel acclamation, and gospel are all about defeating spiritual darkness! We are all called
to be like several friends of mine, | like to call “Sunshine” because they always radiate joy, never seem to take themselves
too seriously, and light up every room they enter. | find a common trait with these people is that they are constantly living
the life described by our readings - doing for others, always looking for some way to pitch in and help. They are also the
most faith-filled people | know. They can’t contain their joy and love, and it flows through their selfless actions and ready
smiles. They have mastered dying to themselves and living for others.

Their only agenda is to leave the world a better place than they found it. They feed off and are energized by this sacrificial
mindset, first demonstrated to us by Christ. And they have no fear of death as they know they will enter into the Light of
Christ for all eternity. Thank you, God, for these bundles of your love, walking amongst us in disguise as humans; help us
to surrender to you as they have so that we too might chase away the darkness in others.

Blessings,

#r. Sddie

Begin your Lenten journey at STM

&f/ /

MASS SCHEDULE
February 18, 2026

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | 2




55 & ALIVE INVITES YOU

PRTY

X b I

. v
v Ay
e
= v
5
2 NN
1{,?\ : .. ........'... S’
SIS *eevee. T &
b ......

75 2//'/ //-j/;//%// ,/// ////// //.}j/r/??’// ///// /'////:j, /

FEBRUARY 12 10AM-12PM
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PARISH ACTIVITY CENTER

Call the church office to register - 225.275.3940.

Magnificat Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, Feb. 21 | 9 am-12 pm
Oak Lodge Reception Ctr.
Speaker: Claire Gallagher
Tickets: $27 thru Feb. 18 (tickets are not sold at the door)

magnificatfeb2026.eventbrite.com, or call 225.235.3021

Online Book Study
TUESDAYS OF LENT 7PM

Does anyone go to purgatory anymore? What does the
Catholic Church teach about it? Does everyone go there?
How can I help the souls in purgatory?

Lent is really about transformation. Turning away from sin
and back to God. How does purgatory fit into this journey?

Join us this lent for sharing, discussion, and prayer based
around the book, Hungry Souls by Gerard Aardweg, PhD.

Live, online, every Tuesday of Lent at 7.00pm
$21+ Cost of Book Scan the QR Code to sign up or email
info@imageandgift.com for more information.

e Brought to you by;
@ _ Image and Gift Ministries, LLC
b www.imogeandgift.com

Mark your calendar and plan
to join us for our Annual
Festival Fundraiser Pastalaya
Dinners, sponsored by the
Cajun Booth! Stop by the
Activity Center on Sunday,
March 8, from 9:00 AM to
12:00 PM for a delicious carry-
out meal. Dinner is $10, and
new this year, be sure to try
our Boudin Egg_Rolls —

2 for $4.

Presales will be available and
dinners will be sold at the door.

a beautiful altar tribute to St.
Joseph—especially this year as
we plan a larger altar than last

year. Uf you would like to help

with baking, setup, serving
lunch, or cleanup, please sign
up using the link on the parish
website at
stmbr.org/news/altar.

February 8, 2026
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LENTEN REFLECTION BOOKLETS

As we enter the holy season of Lent, our
parish is pleased to offer Following Jesus, a

A second collection will be taken up this
weekend, Feb. 7-8, the second Sunday of the
month, to help reduce the debt incurred from

the beautiful church renovations and the new
parish office building. If you'd like to make a
donation online, please visit
giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-554 and
clickon RENOVATION DEBT REDUCTION.

Lenten reflection booklet designed to guide
daily prayer and conversion of heart. Filled
with thoughtful reflections from Pope Leo XIV,
Pope Francis, St. Teresa of Calcutta, and Henri
Nouwen, this booklet invites us to walk more
closely with Christ through the days of Lent.

Copies will be available in

Our monthly food collection weekend is Feb. 14-
15. Please bring donations of canned goods and
staples to any Mass and leave items in the
storage bench in the back of the church. These
monthly collections support the food pantry at
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church on Gus
Young Ave. Thank you for your continued
generosity!

the church next weekend. All
are encouraged to take

one and deepen
their journey of faith
this Lent. One copy
per family, please.

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Frank DePaula the week of February 8, as requested by the DePaula
family.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Feb. 10 - 6 p.m.: Onelio Sotolongo, Thomas Kleinpeter, Thomas Webre, Frank DePaula, Pauline Evangeline Staempfli
Morgan, Henry Anthony Lanclos, Art Henriksen; Special Intention: Carol Stack
Wednesday, Feb. 11 - 12 p.m.: Roy Tucker
Thursday, Feb. 12 - 8:45 a.m.: Marie Vutera
Friday, Feb. 13 - 12 p.m.: Marie and John Grosch
Saturday, Feb. 14 - 4:30 p.m.: Ernest Bonaccorso Jr.
Sunday, Feb. 15 - 8 a.m.: STM Families, Friends and Neighbors; 10 a.m.: Mickey Deville, Thomas Webre, Frank DePaula,
Pauline Evangeline Staempfli Morgan; 5 p.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory
PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL

Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Louis LaBauve, Margot Murphy, Laurie Bolanos, Becky Cline, Laura
Chapman, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin

PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246 (leave your name and phone number if there is no
answer), or send a request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3
Tytan Henley, MAJ Nate Conlon (7o add/edit names: email receptionist@stmbr.org.)

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time | &

February 8, 2026



A

N
4 DIVINE MERGY,
NINE WEEK NOVENA

. CONTINUES
/ /{ ‘\k
UESDAYSAFTERTHE
[6 :00 PM MASS s
'FEB. 10, 24,
MAR. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31,

APR.7

Come, Lord Jesus!
Lenten Journey
Informational Meeting
Wednesday, Feb. 11
Mother Teresa Rm
9amor 6 pm

FEB. 21
MAR. 13
MAR. 21 4,1

FISH FRY

volunteers needed
stmbr.org/news/fish-fries

Thank You for Christmas Flower Donations

Margo Murphy, in memory of Dugas, Raiford, Murphy, and Ellis Families; M/M Ricky Rinaudo, in
memory of M/M Joseph Rinaudo Jr., M/M Anthony Vitale, M/M Donald DeVille; Maxine Gray, in memory
of Myrtress and James Landry, Barbara and Debra Landry, James Richard Landry, Brenda Landry, and
Henrietta D.; M/M Robert Robinson, in memory of M/M John Pecoraro Sr.; M/M Nhan Le; M/M Alvin
Madere, in memory of Newman Roblin and Paula Roblin; Russ Vegas; M/M Jean Baptiste Dodor; M/M
Daniel Killeen, in memory of Manuel Fernandez, Gloria Killeen, James Killeen, Maria Lourdes
Fernandez, Robert Ryan, Steve Fernandez; Gloria Vutera, in memory of Louis Vutera; Virginia Moore;
M/M Bruce Hernandez, in memory of Veronica and Noah Laurent, Ray Laurent, and Mable and H.C.
Hernandez; Mary Coco, in memory of Dottie and Leo Coco, Irene and Joe Gyan, James L. Coco; Richard
Ulrich, in memory of Charlotte Ulrich, Ruth Ulrich, Donald Ulrich; Aida Fernandez; M/M Hosea LaFleur,
in memory of Lilly Marie Cancienne, M/M Thomas Day Sr., Therese Abadie LaFleur; Barbara Sanders;
Judith Whitt, in memory of Eunice Diaz Family, Henrietta DuBois Family, Alvin J. Lopez Sr. Family, lda
Esnard Family; Teenie Bajon, in memory of Calvin Bajon, Lena and Joe Maggio, Elodie and Sidney
Bajon, Donia Marie Harrell; Mrs. J.T. Meyer, in memory of Thelma and Lois Abadie; Billie Boltin; M/M
Donnie Hayes, in memory of Carlos Hayes, Paige Battley, Nicole Hayes, Veronica Victorian; M/M Jose
Vasquez, in memory of loving family members; M/M Joseph D. Nguyen, Paul Maria T. Nguyen, Theresa
Maria Nguyen, Anathaxio S. Nguyen, Joseph Q. Nguyen; Joan Carona, in memory of Jack Carona and
Anna Thrower; Myra Broussard, in memory of Rose Broussard, Nicholas W. Broussard Sr. and Joshua J.
Roussell; M/M Don Linarello; M/M Shawn Luke; M/M Dana Vutera; M/M Edgardo Merle; M/M David
Bonaventure, in memory of Agnes and Harold Sillinger and Family, Olepty and Jack Bonaventure; Ms.
Lindel Brown, in honor of Jesse Cannon, and in memory of Ruth Cannon, Weldon Prophet and Lorraine
Prophet; Gerrie Villemarette, in memory of Mona Villemarette and Stewart Villemarette; Suzanne
Cronan, in memory of Larry Cronan, Wilma, Joseph and Michael Cronan, and Marguerite and Teddy
Peno; M/M Clyde Martin I, in memory of Henry, Delia, Stella, Marie and Michael Mougeot, Clyde Martin
Jr,, Kathleen Martin, and Don Redding; Joanne Day, in memory of Mike, Anne, Michael, and George
Gaydos, and Raymond Day; M/M Joseph LeJeune Jr.; M/M Stipo Matkovic, in memory of Fabien and
Sarafina Matkovic, Stjepan and Ruza Mrkeha; Sandy Baker, in memory of Mary Baker and Curtis
Rousselle; Jules Noel, IlI; Jimmy Mathes’ David Magee; Rene Mire; Julie Nguyen; Louis Lato; Veronica
Stanek; Jill Vanlangendonck; Renee Scheurich; Geralyn Thibodeaus; Eric Thai; Susan Young; Giang
Nguyen; Jose Villa; Dyra Hughes; Scott Murphy; Melissa Godso; Thomas Hoffman; Patrick Dietrich;
Barry Hunt; James Pitchford; M/M Thomas Hirschey, in memory of Margaret Hirschey and John
Scardina; Carol Roberts, in memory of Billy Roberts, Chad Roberts, Marie and Frank Schittone; M/M
William Galloway, in memory of James McLin, Sybil McLin, Rose Broussard, and Jerelyn Mouch; Ethel
(harrier, in memory of Curtis Charrier Sr., Craig, Keith Sr. and Jr. Charrier, Rosa and Carlos Lazarus; and
the Cheek and Charrier Families; M/M Peter Chukwuemeka; M/M Frederick Russell; Rose Marie Cronin,
in memory of Jerry Cronin, Rose Mary and Earl Millet, Mickey Millet, and Clarence Paul Millet; David
Theophilus and Gwen Grass; M/M Bill Dow; Katherine Morris; M/M Ralph Drouin.
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm
Music Director
Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman
Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Custodial
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton
Mr. Rommell Richard

'I' STM website: stmbr.org

facebook.com/stmchurchbr

Links/Resources

youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge

OfE]-n]'

Sign up for the e-newsletter
24|l on our parish website, under

\S

IN SYMPATHY
We extend our heartfelt condolences and prayers to the families of Diana
Walker, Martha Belton, Susan Ricaud, and Richard Ramsey. Eternal rest
grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

In a caring environment
dedicated to celebrating the Catholic faith

and modeling the life of Jesus Christ,

St. Thomas More Church provides worship,

education, ministerial and social opportunities

for the spiritual growth of the parish family.

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
11441 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70815
stmbr. org | Office Phone: 225-275-3940
Office Hours:
Mon.- Thurs.:8am-12pmand 1-5 pm;
Fri.8a.m.-12 pm
DAILY MASSES
Tuesday: 6:00 pm, Wednesday: 12 noon (w/Rosary @ 11:30 am);
Thursday: 8:45 am, Friday: 12 noon
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 4:30 pm Vigil; Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 5 pm
RECONCILIATION
Wednesdays from 11:15 - 11:45 am; Thursdays from 8:00 - 8:30 am
Saturdays from 3:15 - 4:15 pm; and by appt.
Emergencies After Hours:
Please call 225.275.3940 and follow the directions
given on the voicemail message.

February 8, 2026
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ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

PROCESS LASER SCANNING
ELECTRICAL CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL/PIPING CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
TECHNICAL STAFFING LAND SURVEYING
INSTRUMENTATION PROCUREMENT

LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

Plumbing ¢ Heating * Repairs
225-927-6520
est. 1960

George )
Schwartzenburg, MD
12351 Industriplex Blvd

926-4400

225-810-3100 WWwWw.sigmaec.com

RESTHAVEN

§ GARDENS OF MEMORY & FUNERAL HOME
225-753-1440

www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

Quallty Car Care Center

GOODFYEAR
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

273-2955
Premier Eyecare & Optical

/-\ Comprehensive Eyecare,
@ Glasses & Contact Lenses
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry

www.PremierEyecareOptical.com
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

225-281-0933

Residential and Commercial Construction

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545
Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

Regain Control of your Heartbeat

Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FACC, a leading cardiac
electrophysiologist, specializes in diagnosing and
treating arrhythmias. Experience personalized care

and get back to living your life.
g ”

(225) 769-0933

www.BRCardiology.com
8888 Summa Avenue ® Baton Rouge

I BATON ROUGE :

Q2| CARDIOLOGY CENTER

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

. Salon James || Nea] Food Mart
PAMPERING YOU
IN ELEGANCE 2863 O’Neal Lane
NAIL « SPA SERVICES « HAIR
VIP MEMBERSHIPS 225-465-3289

MEN’S LOUNGE « PEDICURE

WAX « FACIALS/SKIN CARE Valero Gas Station

20% OFF hm’fy if;zi:; if’ ;zshes We Serve Breakfast,
thesaloni : Lunch, Seafood through
esalonjames.com Drive-Thru

9636 Airline Hwy Ste A4 « 225-636-2220

Same Day Appointments!

Trans Dentd Care

GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS
LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge

(225) 615-7334

www.transdentalcarebr.com

YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

CONSTRUCTION LLC
LICENSED & INSURED
(225) 235-8441 | EPARCH08 @ HOTMAIL.COM

* Sedation Denﬂstry

* Restorative * Cosmetic
* Oral Surgery
'! 1

Endcdunh:s Pediatric
Linda Bynum

MDMedAlert!”

v Ambulance/Police H
v’ GPS & Fall Alert 800 808 9294 & md- medalerl com s

* Periodontal Treatment
Sales Representative
bynuminsurance@outlook.com

225-933-0726

+ Family/Friends
FERGUSON’S TREE CARE, LLC| by s

LIC NSED ARBORIST A

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING &ad
STUMP GRINDING

V(g

Physicians
BRGeneral.org

225-278-1774

Amanda Watts, MD
Timothy Bella, MD

: @ Baton Rouge General

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA

763-4500

8333 GOODWOOD BLVD.

Daniel Daire, FNP
Shelby Mougeot, FNP

B 4C 05-1276



STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attorneys and Counselors At Law 5-'@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
752-5266

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

ROOF LEAKING?

SM lectrie, Tnc )(@-

Licensed - Bonded * Insured’

Commercial  Residential !Z

225-664-1787 | SalsElectricInc.com

* Repairs

NOW HIRING
MAINTENANCE_PTECH'

REGENCY CLUB - SPRING

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTI8XE. com/Jobs

QD oo
504.455.5059 @ scanro E! st Senmvin g CHURCH BRAZILIAN BLOW CUT
. . 1 g ur Business is Knowi 4 ‘
<110 @) s D) [T MAKE. ) The Businsts of Grotring FUNERAL HAIR EXTENSIONS  BAYLAGE
=L (=] 5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 2929153 i mla i

* Roof Replacement

MIDCITY
ROOF

;%‘g&lgm ING . Gutters
S 24 FREE ESTIMATES
URGENT CARE (225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888
Now accepting primary care
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

p@?@u

PASSION

Specializing in
COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs * KERATIN TREATMENT

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING

SHERMAN
&BALHOFF

SPECIALISTS IN ORTHODONTICS

225-769-1276

8311 BLUEBONNET BLVD
ATON ROUGE, LA 70810

PERMS * RELAXERS » MAKE-UP
TruBlueWater EYELASH EXTENSIONS
TODD CARUSO @) e
225-3'3-'299 e offer Bridal Party rom Packages

225-275-2424
13559 Old Hammond Hwy,
Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

www.trubluewater.com

233 Capitol Street Fourrier
Denham Springs, LA 70726 Insurance Agency BRING THIS AD IN FOR
: 20% DISCOUNT
225 - 27 1 ‘494 1 SSér;;?Olgélsﬁz (new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

Todd Caruso, Parishioner 4275 Government St.

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®

(225) 405-7463

eX{

e
(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156 i~ ADVER Ps“ﬁ?‘i“:? .
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com License # 995709638 : o ii
Gwenle.eXpRealty.com Languages: English & Vietnamese ) i

FAMILY DENTISTRY

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates
Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

Saltenberger@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166

M ECI Maintenance
==

OUTHERN

FASTENER & » Home Improvement
TOOL CO. e Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier * Fencing
9440 Mammoth Dr. * Painting
927-3333 Folow s B
“Nobody Does It Better” 225-929-1369

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
I_'r LEGACY .  Homas MoRe SHERWOOD
TIT LE PARISHIONERS! TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES

Natalie & Bradford Smith 4
Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys ‘

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose

11756 Florida Blvd.

Locations in Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

Prairieville, & Lafayette

your own title company!

225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

Ele

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

w BUICK

[ Govglane/

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,
General Sales Manager
to purchase your next
Buick or GMC!

YUKON DENALI

gerrylanebuickgmc.com

G

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA A 4C 05-1276



