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IN JESUS IS REMGEALED A I}J_EWISDOM,
A NEW LAW, A NEW WAY OF LIVING.

HAPPY ARE THEY WHO CHOOSE TO KEEP HIS
COMMANDMENTS AND FOLLOW HIS WAYS.

1441 Goodwood Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.3940 | www.stmbr.org
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“...He has set before you fire and water; to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand!”

These are powerful words that conjure up in my mind images of Charleston Heston as Moses in the
classic film The Ten Commandments, delivering a final ultimatum from God to Pharaoh.

The verses which follow it are also quite profound and powerful:

Before man are life and death, good and evil,
whichever he chooses shall be given him.

Many challenges in our lives are not of our own making and are beyond our control, yet we all choose how we respond to
them. What will we cherish, work for, live for, and be willing to die for? My grandmother was very fond of reminding us of
this aspect of life for which we alone are responsible:

“You’ve got one thing in life no one can take from you; you have to give it up... that’s your good name! Your father fought
to present it to you pure and clean, as did your grandfather and his father. It is up to you to cherish, protect, and pass it on
to your children unblemished.”

And we are all named “Catholic!” Jesus became man to define it for us (as our Gospel illustrates today), died for it, and
rose again to demonstrate its divine power and the eternal life it promises. Note our second reading: “Eye has not seen,
ear has not heard...what God has prepared for those who love him.”

Every Sunday, at the ten AM Mass, we pray over and send off Catechumens who seek to walk fully with Jesus. Every other
Sunday (through March, at the five PM Mass), we are joined by and pray for a fresh set of troops who have chosen to arm
themselves in God'’s righteousness and be sent to the spiritual battlefields of life and our world today. Please pray for our
Catechumens and Confirmands and renew your own commitment to battle for the Truth of Christ in a world that
increasingly seeks to dismiss Him, distort His instructions to us, and sow seeds of doubt about His unconditional love for
each of us.

Choose wisely; choose Christ!

Blessings,

#r. Cddie

Lenten Schedule Changes

To better serve our parishioners during Lent, please note the following changes:
* Tuesday Confessions: A new time for confession has been added at 5:00 pm before the
6:00 pm Mass.
¢ Friday Daily Mass: The Friday daily Mass will now be celebrated at 6:00 pm instead of
12:00 noon, allowing more parishioners to attend.
¢ Stations of the Cross: Journey with Jesus to Calvary this Lent by praying the Stations of
the Cross with us on Fridays at 5:30 pm.

We invite everyone to take advantage of these opportunities for prayer, reflection, and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lenten season.
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Lent is a 40 day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at
sundown on Holy Thursday. It's a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter.
During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving alms; and we
practice self-control through fasting. We are called not only to abstain from luxuries during Lent, but to
a true inner conversion of heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. We recall the waters
of baptism in which we were also baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new life in
Christ.

Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to
practice self-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season.

In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share God's gifts—not only through the distribution of money, but through the sharing
of our time and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds us: "Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them
and deprive them of life. The goods we possess are not ours, but theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446).

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal commitment as others prepare to be baptized through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, a period of learning and discernment for individuals who have declared their desire to become Catholics.

For Ten Things to Remember About Lent, visit https://www.uscch.org/resources/10-things-remember-during-lent

ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE - MASS W/DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026

7:00 AM, 12 NOON, 6:00 PM

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence
for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory
from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal,
as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal.

The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members
of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.

Wepent and, believe

; The church office is closed Monday and Tuesday,
m ﬂ‘& JTDW Feb. 16 & 17, for the Mardi Gras holiday.
There is no Mass or Novena on Mardi Gras Tuesday.

Retrouvaille Weekend Retreat Q
for Troubled Marriages DIVINE MERCY NINE
March 27-29, 2026 WEEK NOVENA
Retrouvaille is a Christian based/Catholic- TUESDAYS AFTER THE

in-origin peer ministry that can help a .
troubled marriage. We have already saved 6:00 PM MASS

thousands of marriages. For more - FEB. 10, 24, MAR. 3,10, 17,
information call us at 1-800-470-2230, visit /
our website: HelpOurMarriage.org, or use /I \ 24, 31, APR.7

the QR code below.
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YOU'RE INVITED! il

LENTEN i

MORNING OF ==

REFLECTION

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
CHURCH & ACTIVITY CENTER
8:45 AM MASS \
9:30 - 10 AM COFFEE SOCIAL I
10 AM - 1115 AM REFLECTION =
11:30 AM - LUNCH Il )“

The STM Senior Ministry, 55 & Alive, invites you to Mass followed by prayer
and reflection by Fr. Eddie. Bring your Bible. Lunch will follow. Registration is
required by March 2. Use the form below to register, or call the church office at

225.275.3940.

‘Help us with our St. Joseph Altar! %? =
Tt takes many hands to prepare a beautiful altar tribute to St. Joseph—especially this year,as we

plan a larger altar than last year. If you would like to help with baking, setup, seWor
cleanup, please sign up using the link on the parish websiteatsbnbr.org/news/l altarl
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FISH FRY
FEB. 21

MAR. 13 JOIN US FOR GREAT
' FOOD & FELLOWSHIP!

NO PRESALES

CASH, CHECK &
VENMO ACCEPTED

SWEETS & DRINKS A[;;:‘\Ilﬁ‘itlgtl: C;:e rlee-rl_r;
AVAILABLE FOR y i
5-5:30pm  5:30-7:30 pm

PURCHASE

IN THE CAFETERIA $10/plate

DELICIOUS FRIED FISH, FRENCH FRIES, COLE SLAW & ROLL

SANCTUARY LIGHTS

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Frank DePaula the week of February 8, as requested by the DePaula
family.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Feb. 17 - 6 p.m.: No Mass

Wednesday, Feb. 18 - 7 a.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 12 p.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 6 p.m.:
STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors

Thursday, Feb. 19 - 8:45 a.m.: Diana Walker; Special Intention: Stacey Register

Friday, Feb. 20 - 6 p.m.: Frank DePaula

Saturday, Feb. 21 - 4:30 p.m.: Bobby Foulkas

Sunday, Feb. 22 - 8 a.m.: Holy Souls in Purgatory; 10 a.m.: STM Families, Friends and Neighbors; 5 p.m.: Pamela Ortego, Mary
Ethel Landreneau, Pauline Evangeline Staempfli Morgan, Susan Ricaud; Special Intention: Stacey Register

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL
Please remember in your prayers the following persons: Louis LaBauve, Margot Murphy, Laurie Bolanos, Becky Cline, Laura
Chapman, Tim Bonin, Joe Bonin
PRAYER LINE FOR IMMEDIATE PRAYER REQUESTS
For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225.978.1246 (leave your name and phone number if there is no
answer), or send a request by email to kennyshar69@att.net.

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers: Capt. Austin Starks, PFC Alyssa Richardson, SSG Brian Edwards, SPC Havyn Henley, PO3
Tytan Henley, MAJ Nate Conlon (To add/edit names: email receptionist@stmbr.org.)
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Eddie Martin
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau
Administration
Ms. Sarah Neau
Formation/Liturgy
Mrs. Tricia Greely
Religious Education
Ms. Bridget Day
Executive Secretary
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Receptionist
Mrs. Daphne Bihm
Music Director
Mrs. Mallory Sollie
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman
Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Custodial
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton
Mr. Rommell Richard

ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
11441 Goodwood Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70815
stmbr. org
Office Phone: 225-275-3940
Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs.:8am-12pmand 1-5 pm;
Fri.. 8a.m.-12 pm
DAILY MASSES
Tuesday: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: 12 hoon (Rosary @ 11:30 am)
Thursday: 8:45 am
Friday: 12 noon (6 pm during Lent)
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 4:30 pm Vigil
Sunday: 8 am, 10 am,and 5 pm
RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays of Lent from 5:00 - 5:45 pm
Wednesdays from 11:15 - 11:45 am;
Thursdays from 8:00 - 8:30 am
Saturdays from 3:15 - 4:15 pm; and by
appt.
Emergencies After Hours:
Please call 225.275.3940 and follow
voicemail instructions

@NHE

Q@;ff/ S ts

SATURDAY, FEB. 21
12:00 PM
STM CHURCH

PRESENTEDBYARRMAMINIDAVID ®y

HOSTED BY FR. MAYNARD E. HURST, JR.
KAYCEE _AUXILIARY

AVAILABLE NOW!
PRINT & DIGITAL AD SPACES

Build your business and help us grow a vibrant
faith community!

.!-.

Sean Altenberger from LPi, our
bulletin printer, will be securing
new ads for our church in the
coming weeks. As a valuable
member of the business
community, we invite you to
expand your reach and grow your
business with a print ad in our
parish bulletin and/or a digital ad
featured on ParishesOnline.com.

Sean Altenberger
@ 225-505-9984—feel free to text
saltenberger@4lpi.com

February 15, 2026
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ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS

PROCESS LASER SCANNING
ELECTRICAL CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
MECHANICAL/PIPING CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT
TECHNICAL STAFFING LAND SURVEYING
INSTRUMENTATION PROCUREMENT

LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS
FIELD SERVICES
AUTOMATION

Plumbing ¢ Heating * Repairs
225-927-6520
est. 1960

George )
Schwartzenburg, MD
12351 Industriplex Blvd

926-4400

225-810-3100 WWwWw.sigmaec.com

RESTHAVEN

§ GARDENS OF MEMORY & FUNERAL HOME
225-753-1440

www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

Quallty Car Care Center

GOODFYEAR
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

273-2955
Premier Eyecare & Optical

/-\ Comprehensive Eyecare,
@ Glasses & Contact Lenses
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry

www.PremierEyecareOptical.com
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

225-281-0933

Residential and Commercial Construction

Baton Rouge | 7604 Goodwood Blvd | 927-7545
Prairieville | 40398 Highway 42 | 622-2545
palmfamilydentistry.com

Regain Control of your Heartbeat

Dr. Mark Pollet, MD, FACC, a leading cardiac
electrophysiologist, specializes in diagnosing and
treating arrhythmias. Experience personalized care

and get back to living your life.
g ”

(225) 769-0933

www.BRCardiology.com
8888 Summa Avenue ® Baton Rouge

I BATON ROUGE :

Q2| CARDIOLOGY CENTER

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

. Salon James || Nea] Food Mart
PAMPERING YOU
IN ELEGANCE 2863 O’Neal Lane
NAIL « SPA SERVICES « HAIR
VIP MEMBERSHIPS 225-465-3289

MEN’S LOUNGE « PEDICURE

WAX « FACIALS/SKIN CARE Valero Gas Station

20% OFF hm’fy if;zi:; if’ ;zshes We Serve Breakfast,
thesaloni : Lunch, Seafood through
esalonjames.com Drive-Thru

9636 Airline Hwy Ste A4 « 225-636-2220

Same Day Appointments!

Trans Dentd Care

GENERAL DENTISTRY
HOANG V. TRAN, DDS
LIEN VU, DDS
10914 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge

(225) 615-7334

www.transdentalcarebr.com

YOUR DESIGN/BUILD GENERAL CONSTRUCTION FIRM

CONSTRUCTION LLC
LICENSED & INSURED
(225) 235-8441 | EPARCH08 @ HOTMAIL.COM

* Sedation Denﬂstry

* Restorative * Cosmetic
* Oral Surgery
'! 1

Endcdunh:s Pediatric
Linda Bynum

MDMedAlert!”

v Ambulance/Police H
v’ GPS & Fall Alert 800 808 9294 & md- medalerl com s

* Periodontal Treatment
Sales Representative
bynuminsurance@outlook.com

225-933-0726

+ Family/Friends
FERGUSON’S TREE CARE, LLC| by s

LIC NSED ARBORIST A

TREE REMOVAL
PRUNING &ad
STUMP GRINDING

V(g

Physicians
BRGeneral.org

225-278-1774

Amanda Watts, MD
Timothy Bella, MD

: @ Baton Rouge General

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA

763-4500

8333 GOODWOOD BLVD.

Daniel Daire, FNP
Shelby Mougeot, FNP

B 4C 05-1276



STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

m Attorneys and Counselors At Law 5-'@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)
752-5266

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3

ROOF LEAKING?

SM lectrie, Tnc )(@-

Licensed - Bonded * Insured’

Commercial  Residential !Z

225-664-1787 | SalsElectricInc.com

* Repairs

NOW HIRING
MAINTENANCE_PTECH'

REGENCY CLUB - SPRING

JOIN OUR

TEAM!

IFTI8XE. com/Jobs

QD oo
504.455.5059 @ scanro E! st Senmvin g CHURCH BRAZILIAN BLOW CUT
. . 1 g ur Business is Knowi 4 ‘
<110 @) s D) [T MAKE. ) The Businsts of Grotring FUNERAL HAIR EXTENSIONS  BAYLAGE
=L (=] 5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 2929153 i mla i

* Roof Replacement

MIDCITY
ROOF

;%‘g&lgm ING . Gutters
S 24 FREE ESTIMATES
URGENT CARE (225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888
Now accepting primary care
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:
SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

p@?@u

PASSION

Specializing in
COLOR ¢ CUTS ¢ HI-LITES » WAXING
UPDOs * KERATIN TREATMENT

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING

SHERMAN
&BALHOFF

SPECIALISTS IN ORTHODONTICS

225-769-1276

8311 BLUEBONNET BLVD
ATON ROUGE, LA 70810

PERMS * RELAXERS » MAKE-UP
TruBlueWater EYELASH EXTENSIONS
TODD CARUSO @) e
225-3'3-'299 e offer Bridal Party rom Packages

225-275-2424
13559 Old Hammond Hwy,
Ste A, BAton Rouge, LA 70816

www.trubluewater.com

233 Capitol Street Fourrier
Denham Springs, LA 70726 Insurance Agency BRING THIS AD IN FOR
: 20% DISCOUNT
225 - 27 1 ‘494 1 SSér;;?Olgélsﬁz (new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

Todd Caruso, Parishioner 4275 Government St.

GWEN UYEN LE - REALTOR®

(225) 405-7463

eX{

e
(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156 i~ ADVER Ps“ﬁ?‘i“:? .
Gwen.Le @eXpRealty.com License # 995709638 : o ii
Gwenle.eXpRealty.com Languages: English & Vietnamese ) i

FAMILY DENTISTRY

C. Farrell Fruge’, Jr., D.D.S.
C.F. Trey Fruge’, 111, D.D.S. & Associates
Family Dentistry STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

Saltenberger@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2166

M ECI Maintenance
==

OUTHERN

FASTENER & » Home Improvement
TOOL CO. e Lawn Maintenance
Arnold Saucier * Fencing
9440 Mammoth Dr. * Painting
927-3333 Folow s B
“Nobody Does It Better” 225-929-1369

SPECIAL PRICING FOR
I_'r LEGACY .  Homas MoRe SHERWOOD
TIT LE PARISHIONERS! TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE
MINI STORAGES

Natalie & Bradford Smith 4
Parishioners, Real Estate Attorneys ‘

225.296.0060

Buying, Building or Refinancing
You have the right to choose

11756 Florida Blvd.

Locations in Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

Prairieville, & Lafayette

your own title company!

225.275.6900

www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

Ele

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

w BUICK

[ Govglane/

Visit our Gerry Lane managers
Craig Azar, General Manager
or Keioike Lutcher,
General Sales Manager
to purchase your next
Buick or GMC!

YUKON DENALI

gerrylanebuickgmc.com

G

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA A 4C 05-1276



