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Dear Bear Valley Springs 
members,

With summer coming to 
an end, I would like to update 
everyone on a very important 
project that has been in the 
planning process all summer 
and is scheduled to begin in the 
next few months. I also wanted 
to take a moment to update you 
on the Mulligan Room Kitchen 
Expansion project and the chal-
lenges we are facing, as well.

2024/2025 Capital  
Improvements

At this time, we are final-
izing the improvement plans 
throughout BVSA for the next 
three years. We have worked 
hard to develop a three-year 
plan that will hopefully address 
some of your concerns and give 
us the opportunity to contin-
ue to improve the operation 
and amenities. Once the entire 
three-year plan is reviewed by 

the Board of Directors and ap-
proved, we will be sharing it 
with the membership. Listed 
below are two major projects 
that have been approved and 
will begin in September. 

Asphalt Repair and Replace-
ment – After evaluating the 
2024 Reserve Study that was 
conducted at the beginning 
of this year, asphalt repair and 
replacement will be a prima-
ry focus over the next two to 
three years. In September and 
October, we are planning on 
resurfacing and repairing all 
of the asphalt driveways, camp 
site roads and the parking lot 
at the Equestrian Center. We 
will also be resurfacing and re-

pairing all of the asphalt locat-
ed at the upper parking area 
of the Administration offices, 
the lower parking area for the 
Mulligans Room and all of the 
asphalt cart paths leading to the 
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September 2024 Bear Tracks cover photo taken 
by Toshimi Kristof

Project updates and challenges

Submitted by
Don Ciota 

General Manager/COO

INTROSPECTION
24 x18 Alcohol Ink

$1,188.00

Because the bear hibernates he 
symbolizes going within to find 
the answers about life. Medita-
tion is a way to go within and 

hear what is in your heart. 

For a private showing at 
CHARISSE FINE ART Studio 

in Bear Valley Springs, Tehachapi, please contact:
info@charissefineart.com | www.charissefineart.com

Greeting Cards & Prints are also available.

“INTROSPECTION” 
will be on display at 
the Mulligan Room 

in BVS for the month 
of September

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28

R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.

661-831-6299661-831-6299
661-831-7788661-831-7788

Fax 661-831-8299Fax 661-831-8299
License #486992License #486992

Monique – Bear Valley Resident
1901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 933041901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 93304

Email – doormastersls@att.netEmail – doormastersls@att.net

E X P E R I E N C E  M A T T E R S

610 Bailey Ave., Tehachapi • 661-331-3618
www.dcsrvcenter. com

RV Parts, 
Service, Collision 

& Storage
We provide 

everything but your 
destination!

661-331-1514

Serving Tehachapi since 1987!
23820 Martingale Way
Tehachapi, CA 93561

kathy-carey@sbcglobal.net
Real Estate Sales & Property Management

www.bvsproperties.com
dre#00986934

661-972-6774

Drapes, Blinds & Design by Charlotte
Wood Blinds • Solar Shades • Shutters • Cellular Shades

Custom Draperies • Residential & CommercialCustom Draperies • Residential & Commercial

Professional Installation • Over 30 Years Experience

charlotdem@yahoo.com
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20+ years experience specializing in Bear Valley 
properties.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Theresa Mann
Voted Tehachapi’s BEST & FAVORITE 

Realtor 2016-2022!

661
205-4088

Cal BRE #01281667

SLICE OF HEAVEN 3B/2B custom-built, authentic Lincoln log cabin surrounded by tall pines in a park-like setting. 
2,237sf. split wing floorplan, generous master suite boasting dual access to a wrap-around deck & private patio area. 
Additional living space includes a 332-square-foot loft and a 448-square-foot insulated basement ready for customi-
zation. The detached 864-square-foot, 3-car garage provides ample space for vehicles & storage. Approx 1.49 
acres with breathtaking views perfect for bird and wildlife watching. The serene environment ensures you’ll only 
hear the sounds of nature under starry skies. This tranquil mountain property with its excellent craftsmanship and 
attention to detail is truly a slice of paradise. Outstanding at $699,000! 

BEAR BEAR VALLEY’S VALLEY’S 
PROVEN SALES TEAMPROVEN SALES TEAM

EmilyEmily
TercyTercy

559 559 310-0337310-0337
Cal DRE #02196094Cal DRE #02196094

CarolCarol
MillerMiller

661 661 972-6044972-6044
Cal DRE #01744133Cal DRE #01744133

SOLD last month by Theresa...
106 Pinon St. $369,000   Rep Buyer
3437 Dakota $429,000 SOLD FULL PRICE Rep Seller
22426 Zurich Dr. $400,000 SOLD OVER FULL PRICE Rep Seller
21251 Pegasus Dr. $750,000  Rep Buyer
28881 Shannon Ct #40 $224,000 SOLD FULL PRICE Rep Buyer & Seller

LAND
0 Old Ranch Rd $225,000  Rep Buyer
0 Grimsel $105,000 SOLD FULL PRICE Rep Buyer & Seller

SOLD
23820 Coyote BVS rep seller $389,000

IN ESCROW
lot 12 challenger TEH rep seller $89,000

YOUR NEIGHBORHOODYOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
REALTORS!REALTORS!

MOUNTAIN RETREAT!!!! MOUNTAIN RETREAT!!!! 
JUST LISTEDJUST LISTED  26660 Cedar Creek  26660 Cedar Creek  

nestled among the pines, this mountain nestled among the pines, this mountain 
home offers 1900 square feet, 3 bedrooms, home offers 1900 square feet, 3 bedrooms, 
spacious family open to large wrap around spacious family open to large wrap around 
deck overlooking the san joaquin valley deck overlooking the san joaquin valley 
to interstate 5 and beyond! 85 plus acres, to interstate 5 and beyond! 85 plus acres, 
home includes a large bonus room with half home includes a large bonus room with half 
bath on lower level and a detached one car bath on lower level and a detached one car 
garage at driveway entrance. garage at driveway entrance. $519,000$519,000

M Y  L I S T I N G S  S E L L ! 
Taking listings now, call for a no pressure home evaluation! 

Under New Ownership
Ann & Robert Curtin

At All American Automotive
822-4500 • 20577 SOUTH STREET

CHIP
REPAIRS

WEARE ALSOMOBILE

FOR ALL YOUR FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
GLASS NEEDSGLASS NEEDS

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

THE HEAT SOURCE
661-823-0117

20817 South Street • Tehachapi
FIREPLACE CLEANING
Single Story Chimney Sweep 

$140.00
Two-Story Chimney Sweep 

$160.00
Pellet Stove Annual Service 

$175.00
NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!

To advertise in Bear Tracks, call 661-822-8101
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Now that we are in the mid-
dle of fire season, this is a good 
time to remind folks that it is 
never too early to be prepared. 
Over the last several weeks, staff 
has assessed five routes - Pi-
nedale, El Rancho, Sheeptrail, 
Deertrail, and Skyline. The first 
three, Pinedale, El Rancho, and 
Sheeptrail, proved to be com-
pletely unviable and dangerous. 
Deertrail and Skyline were not 
without concerns. Lack of sig-
nage, locked gates, narrow pas-
sageways, and other problems 
make it unlikely these routes 
would be used as a means of 
evacuating parts of the Valley 
during an emergency. Not im-
possible, just unlikely.

The results of that assessment 
confirmed what was already 
suspected; that no route other 
than Bear Valley Road can be 

assumed dependable and safe 
during a crisis. 

Our findings were present-
ed to members of the Public 
Safety Committee on July 18. 

Present were representatives 
from the Disaster Preparedness 
Advisory Council (DPAC), the 
Bear Valley Police Department, 
and the Bear Valley CSD.

So, what is the take-away? 
Have a plan! Always be pre-

pared! A great deal has been 
learned from our Valley’s his-
tory of major wildland fires. 

Possible refuge points to consider.

Emergency Preparedness: 
Refuge points and evacuation routes
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• Portable Toilets & Sinks
• Septic Pumping
• Construction Clean-up
• Septic Certification
• Temporary Fencing
• Percolation Testing
• Septic Installations/Repairs

Though detailed Emergency 
Preparedness Plans are writ-
ten, reviewed, and periodically 
revised, not one event will be 
the same. One likely option for 
emergency personnel during a 
disaster is to direct residents to 
evacuate to safe rallying points 
within the Valley floor, some-
times called “Refuge Points.” 
These are areas where large 
numbers of residents and ve-
hicles can find refuge while 
emergency personnel address 
the threat. 
Where are these areas?

This would depend on the in-
cident, but areas like the base-
ball field, Cub Lake, RC model 
airfield, the golf course, and 
other potential areas have been 
identified and assessed. 
How will I know where to 
go in case of a disaster or 
major occurrence?

This is where being signed 
up for Nixle, ReadyKern, Ge-
nasys Protect and Watch Duty 
are imperative. It is through 
these emergency communica-
tion channels that evacuated 

residents will learn where to 
go, which may include a Refuge 
area within the lower Valley, 
Bear Valley Road out the Gate, 
or, if necessary, Deertrail or 
Skyline may be used once ver-
ified as passable by emergency 
personnel. Also, I would like to 
mention that for a small fee of 
$25, a handheld radio can be 
obtained from our Emergency 
Radio Team (ERT). These radi-
os will be preprogrammed, and 
residents will be able to moni-
tor real time information. (You 
can find more information on 
the BVCSD Web Page)

For those who wish to be bet-
ter prepared, I would encour-
age those to get on the BVCSD 
web site and read Wildfire 
Preparedness. This will allow 
you to explore the full Wildfire 
Response Plan. I would also 
encourage folks to attend the 
(DPAC) Disaster Preparedness 
Advisory Committee and the 
Public Safety Committee meet-
ings when you can.

Be safe. 
– Acting Chief Hurst, Bear 

Valley Police Department

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
A Division of C&M Overhead Doors, Inc.

License 881400

Kern County Office
661-823-9210

Antelope Valley Office
661-946-7000

SALES • SERVICE • GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
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Describe your top goals:
My primary goal is to max-

imize and maintain full com-
pliance within the permits and 
requirements set by the state 
and county water regulators. 
More specifically, my goal is 
to provide quality service to 
BVS residents. I am obligated 
to them to give the best service 
possible and to operate within 
the budget. 
Describe the structure of 
your department/unit:

There are three of us, plus 
one part-time employee. We 
are always striving to improve 
through additional education 
with training and classes. We 
have two chief operators; I am 
one and have a Grade 3 certi-
fication, and have worked in 
Bear Valley Springs Waste-
water management for eight 
years, and Brad Aboltin, who 
holds a Grade 2 certification, 
is also an Operator in Charge. 
We are required to have a 
minimum of two people, with 
a minimum Grade 2 qualifi-

cation, in this position. Each 
person must be very knowl-
edgeable about all parts of the 
wastewater operation. We have 
multiple grade levels, depend-
ing on our training. A Grade 
3 operator has the highest 
wastewater certification avail-
able, has undertaken and suc-
cessfully passed several classes 
and was initially involved in an 
apprenticeship program pri-
or to attaining a higher grade 
level. A Grade 2 operator has 
also taken and passed multiple 
classes and exams and, similar-
ly, has undergone supervised 
training. Finally, Alex Urso has 
achieved Grade 1 level by com-
pleting 1,800 hours of on-the-
job training and successfully 
passing the state exams. He is 
currently studying for advance-
ment to Grade 2. We have one 
parttime laborer/maintenance 
worker, Jonah Masferrer, cur-
rently enrolled as a student at 
Cal State-Bakersfield.
Describe your typical day:

Our day begins with specific 

tests that must be done accord-
ing to the regulatory permit 
issued by the state. We check 
pH levels, temperature, con-
ductivity levels, O2 levels, and 
chlorine levels. We take meter 
readings of incoming flows, 
check treated water, and return 
sludge. We also have various 
other checks including chem-
ical tank levels and chemical 
feed pumps to make certain 
that they are operating prop-
erly; accurately and efficiently. 
We are also trained to listen for 
unusual noise so we can per-
form preventative maintenance 
using in-house resources as 
much as possible. We do most 
of our own repairs, house-
keeping, and painting. We also 
maintain the collection system, 
or underground piping that 
brings sewage to our facilities, 
as well as manholes. We do in-
house lab work to assure that 
we are operating properly and 
make any process control ad-
justments needed. 
Describe your most  
immediate priority:

We are in need of an on-site 
maintenance shop so we fab-
ricate or construct items we 
need to keep our facility in top 
shape. The shop has been ap-
proved and budgeted for sev-
eral years. We were recently 
given the “go ahead” to build 
the maintenance shop but 
the actual process is slow. The 
pad has been poured and the 
building has been delivered. 

We have secured a contractor 
for construction. Our inability 
to move forward is the time it 
takes for the county to issue 
permits. We expect to have the 
permits in time for complet-
ing the shop by the end of this 
summer. 
Describe projects/events 
underway and those 
planned:

Our next planned project is 
to acquire a SCADA system 
(Supervisor Control and Data 
Acquisition). With this system 
in place, we can have more au-
tomated processes and have 
more immediate control. We 
also are planning several in-
house updates—we haven’t up-
dated our lab since 1995 so it is 
overdue for some upgrades. 
What would you like  
for the residents of  
BVS to know?

I want to stress how much 
education is required for be-
coming certified in wastewa-
ter management. Not only are 
there multiple courses and ex-
ams, but there is also a lengthy 
operator-in-training process 
that must be completed before 
certification. Each upgrade 
means more coursework, more 
testing, and more hours of 
experience. Each of us takes 
pride in our work. We see it as 
a personal investment and are 
dedicated and passionate about 
performing our jobs at the 
highest levels. 

BVCSD Works: An interview with 
Jason Parks, Wastewater Supervisor

Lilly Tapia-Montiel
Call me for a FREE consultation
Office: 661-495-0087 • Cell: 661-492-9928
lillyh0109@yahoo.com
CA Lic. #0G91629   NV, TX, OR, AR & AZ

N E E D  H E L P  O R  W A N T
M O R E  F R O M  M E D I C A R E ?

Turning 65? Retiring Soon?
Make the best Medicare decision for YOU – 

Get all the information you need and avoid common mistakes.

Your Local Agent

Eagle View Optometry
“We give you a better outlook"

• Comprehensive Eye and Vision Care

• Fashion Eyewear

• Contact Lenses

• Provider for Most Insurance Plans 

20231 VALLEY BLVD., SUITE G • TEHACHAPI
822-1212822-1212Dr. John E. Fagan

O P T O M E T R I S T
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661-972-7218
ChristyRabe@gmail.com 

Broker/Owner
Lic. #01505500

YourPlatinumRealtyGroup.comYourPlatinumRealtyGroup.com

Bear Valley
Resident

Since 2001

Redefining Real Estate

Amazing Mountain Retreat!! This Bear Valley Springs 3BD/2BA/2,123SF 
+ office/den home has been lovingly cared for by original owners. 
Split-wing floor plan, open living room w/ fireplace, formal dining area w/ 
views, & a breakfast nook. Bright kitchen w/ granite counters, double ovens 
& lots of cabinets. Primary suite w/ extra large bdrm, ensuite bath w/ tub, 
shower, dual vanities & walk-in closet. Oversized laundry room, central heat/
AC, all set on 7.74 acres of oak studded property with views!!

Location, Location, Location!! It’s time to snatch up this amazing horse 
property in the desirable community of Bear Valley Springs. Picture your 
custom dream home on the valley floor surrounded by nature & wildlife 
with access to the 50+ miles of equestrian trails from your front door. Plus, 
it’s close to EVERYTHING Bear Valley has to offer!! This buildable 1.01 acre lot 
has a majestic oak, rock formations, & sits in the perfect location to take in 
mountain & lake views. Natural gas is available.

Mountain Retreat!! This meticulously crafted residence boasts 3BD/
3BA/2,399 SF, offering comfortable living in Bear Valley Springs. Discover an 
oversized living room, formal dining room, breakfast area & central kitchen 
w/ granite counters & travertine floors. Primary bdrm features ensuite bath 
w/ separate tub & shower. Upstairs are 2 bdrms, Jack-n-Jill bath & a cozy 
family room. Situated on .98 acre of usable land, enjoy mountain views from 
covered patio, 2 storage sheds, & 2-car garage that includes a studio.

2 6 7 5 0  E l  Ca m i n o  D r.  –  $ 4 6 9 , 5 0 0 2 9 0 2 1  Lowe r  Va l l ey  R d.  –  $ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0

2 6 9 4 1  St i rru p  Wy.  –  $ 5 1 0 , 0 0 0

Charming A-Frame with Panoramic Views! This contemporary 
2BD/1.75BA/1,650SF home offers breathtaking views of Bear Valley Springs, 
Cummings Valley, & beyond. The open concept living space offers vaulted 
ceilings w/ picture windows, & cozy kitchen w/ eat-at island. Upstairs, the 
oversized primary bedroom includes a sitting room & loft that overlooks the 
expansive views. Attached garage, RV parking, central air. Plus enjoy the 
many amenities and events Bear Valley Springs has to offer.

2 7 9 8 1  Sk y l i n e  D r.  –  $ 4 6 2 , 5 0 0

REDUCED!REDUCED!NEW PRICE!NEW PRICE!

Stray Leaves 
Tasting Room 
123 South Green Street 

Tehachapi 

661-822-WINE
Open Thursday-Saturday, 

3-8PM 
All of our wine is grown in the All of our wine is grown in the 

Tehachapi valley. Tehachapi valley. 

We offer flights, 
charcuterie boards, 

sandwiches and dessert. 

Chimney ChokersChimney Chokers

661-965-3343661-965-3343

CHIMNEY SWEEP & 
DRYER VENT CLEANING
We service and repair pellet stoves, 

wood stoves & fireplaces.
FREE ESTIMATES!

SINGLE STORY $175.00 
DRYER VENTS $120.00 

G O D  B L E S S  A M E R I C A !G O D  B L E S S  A M E R I C A !

LAWHON CUSTOM 
WELDING

WELDING PRECISION THAT 
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

(707) 477-1833(707) 477-1833

Mobile WeldingMobile Welding
SPECIALIZING IN SPECIALIZING IN 

STAINLESS & ALUMINUMSTAINLESS & ALUMINUM
Fabrication • RepairsFabrication • Repairs
Kitchen EquipmentKitchen Equipment

Pipe Weld • Fences • GatesPipe Weld • Fences • Gates
Heavy EquipmentHeavy Equipment

LOCAL IN TEHACHAPILOCAL IN TEHACHAPI
Cort LawhonCort Lawhon

28 Years Experience28 Years Experience
Certified & InsuredCertified & Insured

Lic. #973771Lic. #973771
scubawelder@gmail.comscubawelder@gmail.com
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661.805.2017

DB& MECHANICAL HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING

SERVING ALL OF TEHACHAPI AND KERN COUNTY
Factory

Authorized
DealerLic. #908325

YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING EXPERTS

R E S I D E N T I A L  & CO M M E R C I A L
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

banddmechanicalheatingandairco.com

The sun is getting active 
and why you should care

The Sun goes through pe-
riods of high sunspot activity 
every 11 years. The sunspot cy-
cle is expected to peak in a year 
or so. This means that we’ll be 
getting more solar storms over 
the next few years. (Remember 
the hubbub about the northern 
lights that were visible here a 
couple of months ago?) So why 
should you care about all this? 
Because solar storms can lead 
to much more than pretty au-
rora. Radio blackouts, GPS dis-
ruptions, satellite damage, even 
damage to our power grid are 
all possible impacts of a solar 
flare and Coronal Mass Ejec-

tion (CME)! 
If pointed in our direction, a 

large CME can launch a huge 
bubble of charged particles to-
wards the Earth. Those particles 

can generate currents that can 
cause actual damage like over-
powering the electrical grid. 
The last time a city was plunged 
into darkness was 1989 when 

a large CME took down Que-
bec’s power for many hours. 
The largest Geomagnetic storm 
resulting from a solar flare was 
in 1859, called the Carrington 

Submitted by
Bear Valley Springs 

Astronomy Club 

NOAA/Space Weather Prediction Center
Sunspot Number Plot showing the 11 year solar cycle.



Event, which caused Aurora as 
far south as the Caribbean and 
took down the telegraph sys-
tem (the internet of the era), 
even causing some telegraph 
offices to catch fire! An event 
of that magnitude today would 
cause tremendous disruptions. 

What can you do be pre-
pared? Watch the news. Any 
truly threatening solar storm 
should be fairly big news. Next, 
like any natural disaster, being 
ready to wait out the possibility 
of a long disruption of power, 
internet and even the supply 
chain is prudent. Having a 
supply of water, food and nec-
essary medications would be a 
wise precaution. So while the 
likelihood of a truly significant 
event occurring in the next 
few years remains relatively 
low, being prepared is always a 
good idea.

Let’s hope that this coming 
sunspot maximum brings us 
more spectacular auroral dis-
plays but stops short of another 
Carrington Event. And let’s en-
joy, with proper filtration, the 
beautiful disk the Sun gives us 
when it’s at maximum activity!

Bear Tracks	 9

NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center/Solar and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO)
Coronal Mass Ejection March 02, 2001.

Teresa Bippert-Plymate
Solar image with numerous sunspots, August 04, 2024.
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10% DISCOUNT FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

We accept most
major credit cards

PAY ONLINE!
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www.paragontreecare.com

661-747-0362661-747-0362

OPEN 24 HOURS
Your most trusted local 
tree care professionals.

Contact Us for a Free Estimate

• Crown cleaning, shaping• Crown cleaning, shaping
& reduction& reduction

• Mistletoe removal• Mistletoe removal
• Tree removal• Tree removal

• Tree stump grinding• Tree stump grinding
• Land clearing• Land clearing

& much more& much more

Contractors State Lic. #1074941 • CGL & Workers’ Comp. Insured
paragontreecare@gmail.com

Roofing 
Siding,WindoWS

& dooRS

Locally owned & operated

Cs
lb

#8
65

39
1
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BVSA RECOGNIZED CLUBS
BVSA Recognized Clubs enjoy the benefits conveyed to them 

as per the BVSA Rules, Article 18.
• ASTRONOMY CLUB - Enjoy the night skies and learn about Astronomy with an 
enthusiastic group. Monthly meetings  Monthly meeting 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm, 
Oak Tree Country Club. Contact: Pres. Claude Plymate, info@bvsac.org
• BUCKAROOS - Promotes safe, fun western cowboy activities for kids and adults 
alike. All levels of riders welcome. President Jeff Kermode @ (661) 343-7503, 1st VP 
George McMackin @ (661) 400-1333, 2nd VP Erika Underwood @ (805) 705-1123, 
Treasurer Cheryl Akerly @ (661) 609-6113 & Secretary Debi Kermode @ (949) 291-
0551
• BV AQUATICS CLUB - is a group organized to advance the principles of aquatic 
health and fitness for BVSA as specified by the club by-laws. The club promotes re-
sponsible off-season use for recreation and fitness designated for lap swimmers and 
water aerobics. Contact the club via email bvaquatics2023@gmail.com.
• BVS VINTAGE DANCE AND TEA GROUP - Historical English Country Dancing. All 
welcome! Join Facebook page or Group Me app, BVS Vintage Dance and Tea Society or 
call Martha (818) 442-7888.
• BVS POKER CLUB - Provide good fellowship, comradery, and sharing of mutual 
friends. Contact Bill Snow at 562-922-2661 for more information.
• BVS SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play. Call Ann Peyton @ 661-
821-0926
• BVS VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION - Contact: Lee Tharp, Commander, 818-515-
0241, sltharp@aol.com or Jed Hannan, Membership, 818-414-2430, jerseyjed@aol.
com.
• BVS WILDLIFE COALITION - Educates and advocates for living in harmony with 
wildlife through fun activities, presentations, and special events. We meet on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 6 PM in the OTC reception room. Email: BVSWild-
lifeCoalition@gmail.com 
• BVS WOMEN’S CLUB - Provides an opportunity for good fellowship among the 
women of BVS. Contact President Chris Hobbs, hobbs939@yahoo.com.
• CARRIAGE DRIVING - Meetings are the 3rd Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Equestrian Center Lounge. We promote safe driving, drive-and-ride outings and 
good horsemanship. Contact Debbie Mayer @ 802-343-5483
• CRAFTY LADIES - Meet at the Equestrian Center Lounge every Tuesday, 1-3 p.m. 
Bring your own project and get acquainted! Contact Robin Goodwin (831) 212-5643.
• CULTURAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (CAA) - CAA provides performing arts programs 
to enhance our way of life. Contact President: Leana Mitchell, 805-758-8902.
• DRESSAGE - Dressage, working equitation, cavaletti, other equine activities. We 
meet on the second Saturday evening of each month. Meeting and more info on our 
website: https://bvsdc.org/. Please contact Kathe Rich katherich@gmail.com.
• FOUR SEASONS 4-H - 2nd Monday of every month at 6:00pm Contacts: Sarah 
Mountjoy  sarah.mtjoy05@gmail.com or Heather Dobbs hrosepressley@gmail.com or 
call 609-0554
• GARDEN CLUB - The Garden Club is a resource for all Bear Valley residents who 
would like to make the most of their garden. Bring your questions, lessons learned 
and gardening enthusiasm to our meetings, which take place every third Friday (Feb-
ruary-October) @ Equestrian Center lounge. Dues are $10.00. Contact Tammy Reich 
– bvsagardenclub@gmail.com.
• GREENHORNS - Provides an environment for horse and rider to learn cattle-han-
dling skills that are used in working cattle operations throughout the west. Contact 
President Denise Togami @ 805-231-8676, or Don McLaughlin @ 208-781-8746.
• HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION - Promotes fellowship, equestrian activities and fa-
cilities. Supports acquisition and preservation of riding trails. Contact President Susan 
Mustaffa @ 661-538-0995 or smustaffa@outlook.com.
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB - Experience and enjoy the benefits the Bridge has to 
offer! Bob Nixon 661-823-9483.

www.paragontreecare.com

661-747-0362661-747-0362

OPEN 24 HOURS
Your most trusted local 
tree care professionals.

Contact Us for a Free Estimate

• Crown cleaning, shaping• Crown cleaning, shaping
& reduction& reduction

• Mistletoe removal• Mistletoe removal
• Tree removal• Tree removal

• Tree stump grinding• Tree stump grinding
• Land clearing• Land clearing

& much more& much more

Contractors State Lic. #1074941 • CGL & Workers’ Comp. Insured
paragontreecare@gmail.com

Serving 
Bear Valley Springs 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Lic. #1095007

661-599-9751
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• OAK TREE MEN’S GOLF - For Information Call President, Tony Velarde at (818) 
974-1009 The Oak Tree Men’s Golf Club holds their meetings on the Thursday before 
a tournament or the second Thursday of the month, if no tournament that month, at 
7:30 am in the Mulligan Room
• OAK TREE WOMEN’S GOLF - Open play – Monday at 10:00; 9-hole playday – 
Wednesday at 10:00; 18-hole playday – Friday at 9:30. Those interested in playing or 
joining, contact the Pro Shop at 821-5144 or Joy Webber at 661-300-1536 or email: 
joyw2121@icloud.com.
• PICKLE BALL - Promote Pickle Ball Play. Contact Rhonda Arbolante, 661-428-
7461, rhondaarbolante@gmail.com.
• PONY CLUB - The Bear Valley Springs Pony Club works with young riders, both 
English and Western, to develop their horsemanship and horse management skills. 
Contact Jena D’Cruz (661) 817-2173 or Jennifer Bankston (661) 204-1274.
• RC MODELERS - Anyone interested in RC Model Aviation or Cars are welcome to 
join us at the field and track (Jack’s Hole). We meet regularly on Wednesday and Sat-
urday mornings. Contact Mitch McDiffett 661-378-5596.
• SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - The club coordinates a wide variety of social, sports and RV 
activities. Contact Will Handley at 661-414-6489.
• SWING DANCE CLUB -  Learn to swing dance Fridays in OTTC Banquet Room. R 
New dancers from 7:00 PM to 7:30, and intermediate dancers from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 
Contact Brian at SwingDanceClub.BVS@gmail.com or 818-961-4622. Facebook BVS 
Swing Dance Club.  
• TAILWAGGERS DOG CLUB - Contact Tailwaggers President, Pam Miller, 661-203-
5725.
• TENNIS CLUB - Contact Julian Leon at weedyleon@gmail.com.

BVS SPECIAL INTERESTS AND ORGANIZATIONS
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings are held at Bear 
Valley Community Church, Rm. B, Monday, 5:30pm (Literature) - Tuesday, 5:30pm 
(Men’s Stag), Tuesday 4:00 PM, (Women’s group), Thursday, 5:30pm (Participation). 
For More Information, please call: 661-202-8553.
• BVS LAKE QUALITY GROUP – Provides information on the quality of the Lakes in 
Bear Valley Springs. Please contact us at bvlqac@gmail.com
• CERT – Training BVS residents to be prepared and ready to serve in the event of a 
local disaster situation. Contact David Shaw at tehachapicert@gmail.com, 661-609-
8365, https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiCERT/
• CO-ED SOFTBALL – Come on out for a non-competitive pickup game of softball. 
It’s perfect for anyone who can’t run, throw, or catch but wants to get a little exercise 
and a lot of laughs. Ages 50+ Tues. and Thurs. 3:00 pm. All Ages Sundays at 3:00 pm. 
Contact Lisa Burt @ 821-0850 or the_burt_family@yahoo.com
• CUB SCOUT TROOP 135 – Grades 1st through 5th grade. Contact Cub Master Jon 
Read 909-268-3297.
• EMERGENCY AMATEUR RADIO TEAM – This team is made up of licensed am-
ateur radio operators in BVS who donate their services in times of an emergency. 
Weekly net check-in Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 146.700Mhz(-) PL123.0. Contact Dan 
Mason @ (661) 203-8398
• FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE PARTY – Relaxed atmosphere for couples and singles to 
enjoy social Bridge. Contact Carol Burdick @ 821-7213 or Elaine Williams @ 821-5768
• GRIZZLIES SWIM TEAM – We swim year-round. Recreational and competitive. 
Contact Kimberly Clow  at kclow@sbcglobal.net
• VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE (VIPS) – Contact 661-271-0413 for bro-
chure and information.

110 East Tehachapi Blvd. • Tehachapi
CL #750346

The only unified soft flooring 
guaranteed to lay flat forever.

661-822-6959661-822-6959
661-979-7966661-979-7966

• Carpet • Hardwood
• Laminate • Vinyl
• Vinyl Planks • Tile
• Repairs
• Carpet Cleaning

for
CATS & 
DOGS

LLC

ADVANCEDADVANCED
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

the difference is quality service

2 5  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  •  L I C .  # 7 3 9 7 8 9  •  s e n i o r  d i s c o u n t s

FREE ESTIMATES ON REPLACEMENTS

822-4872822-4872

ALL WORKALL WORK
GUARANTEEDGUARANTEED

Dan isbell – Owner/OperatorDan isbell – Owner/Operator
hero program • registered contractorhero program • registered contractor

ASK ABOUT OUR 1ST TIME ASK ABOUT OUR 1ST TIME 
SERVICE DISCOUNT!SERVICE DISCOUNT!

• Service & Replacement Specialists • Preventative Maintenance
• Repairs & Installation (All Makes and Models)

• Up Front Exact Pricing • 24 Hour Service
CENTRAL AIR SYSTEMS • SPLIT SYSTEMS • FURNACES

ENERGY EFFICIENT SYSTEMS • HEAT PUMPS & DUCT WORK



14	 Goldfish Publications, LLC

Call Steve For Free Estimate

Specializing In:
Floors

Showers

Countertops

Back Splashes

Fireplaces

Installation Of:
Porcelain Tile

Stone Tile

Luxury Vinyl Plank

Stone Slab

Stacked Stone

Financing Available! Call or Text For More Information.

Light pollution is associated 
with the development of urban-
ization and human activities 
which involve artificial light. 
From the ecologist’s point of view, 
light pollution refers to artificial 
light that degrades the cycles of 
natural light, modifies the illumi-
nation of the environment, and 
creates changes in behaviors, bi-
ological rhythms, and physiolog-
ical functions of living organisms. 

Light pollution that creates 
and characterizes a newly creat-
ed niche benefits some nocturnal 
species and disadvantages oth-
ers, changes the predator/prey 
balance, and affects the growth 
cycles of plants. Nighttime pred-
ators are advantaged by their 
ability to see greater distances, 
whereas prey must seek darkness 
and limit their ability to forage for 
nutrients. 

Artificial lighting also chang-
es the composition of terrestrial 
invertebrate communities. Biolu-
minescent species are particularly 
affected by light pollution, as seen 
in fireflies that use light signals to 
attract their partners. When arti-
ficial light at night is high, the vis-
ibility of these signals is reduced 
and communications between 
individuals, and therefore repro-
duction, can be impaired. 

Light pollution around wet-
lands causes species’ composition 
to change with increases in light 
intensity. The food chain length 
of the invertebrate communities 
in and around wetlands shortens 
with more light and shifts the 
ecosystem’s stability and nutrient 
flows, making the ecosystem less 
complex. In amphibians, strong 
illumination can inhibit bridal 
songs, causing individuals to be 
less selective in their choice of 
partner and accelerate mating 
speed to limit the risk of preda-
tion. 

All organisms depend on 
Earth’s daily cycle of light and dark 
to govern life-sustaining behav-
iors, such as reproduction, nour-
ishment, sleep, and protection 
from predators. Light pollution 
does not just affect plants’ cycles 
directly, it also affects them indi-
rectly by interfering with the life-
cycles of their pollinators or other 
animals that interact with them. 
In addition to bees, moths and 
fireflies are also important polli-
nators of night-blooming species. 

This darkness interruption has 
dangerous and disruptive side ef-
fects for all organisms. Many spe-
cies of plants and animals rely on 
the length of the night to indicate 
the proper season for migration, 
navigation, mating, molting, bud-
ding and flowering, and other life 
cycle activities. Residents of Bear 
Valley Springs can help protect 
our natural environment by fol-
lowing ECC lighting covenants 
(https://www.bvsa.org/environ-
mental-control-committee).  

Light pollution affects all manner of wildlife
Submitted by

Bear Valley Springs 
Wildlife Coalition  
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How many times have you 
said “I wish my dog could talk” 

while looking at your dog, who 
is looking back at you with 
those big pleading eyes, wanting 
something, but you  can’t figure 
out what? If only my dog could 
talk. Well, maybe with the right 
training, your dog could talk!

Our guest speaker on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, will be Amber McGee 
with her Australian Shepherd, 
Elphie. You may know Amber as 
a horse trainer who lives in Te-
hachapi, and has made a name 
for herself working with BLM 
mustangs and our own local 
Oak Creek wild horses. 

But Amber also works, with 
her dog Elphie, on an exciting 
new training discipline. She is 
teaching Elphie, who is now 
two years old and who began a 
journey of learning how to talk 
before she was one, to com-
municate using a collection of 
buttons preprogrammed with 
different words. Elphie has a 
vast vocabulary which includes 
nouns and pronouns, but also 
includes feeling words and ques-
tions. She is able to put words 
together in a sentence. “If dogs 
can understand words humans 
say to them, shouldn’t they be 
able to say them back to us?” 
Thus reasoned Christina Hun-
ger, a speech-language patholo-
gist, who developed a program 
for young children who were 
not yet talking to use words with 
the help of computers. She went 
on and developed a program for 
dogs where they push buttons to 
express their wants and needs 
with words.

Amber and Elphie are partic-
ipating in what has turned into 
a scientific research study into 
whether animals can commu-
nicate with us using language. 
There are currently over 3,300 
members on their research fo-
rum, which is being conducted 
in cooperation with UC San Di-
ego. 

After listening to Amber’s 
presentation last year at a Tail-
waggers meeting, and partici-
pating in a two week workshop 
with Amber, I sat down with my 
then two-year-old puppy Jazz, 
and we began our own “button 
talking” journey. I found out a 
lot about my dog through the 
buttons. Not only did Jazz ask 
for things for herself, like to 
“play” and “hug” but she also 
asked questions like, “Nonni 
friend, where?” after my oth-
er dog Nonni died. She also is 
aware of other dogs’ needs. She 
surprised me the first time she 
asked me to open the door and 
instead of going out, she stood 
back and had me let another 
dog in. 

If you want to know more 
about how this can happen I 
suggest two wonderful books: 
How Stella Learned to Talk by 
Christina Hunger and I Am 
Bunny by Alexis Devine. These 

16	 Goldfish Publications, LLC

Ann & Robert

20577 South Street
661-822-4950

GREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTSGREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTS

Free alignment with the 
purchase of 4 new tires

Services
Brakes • Shocks • Struts • Tune-Ups

Oil Change • Wheel Alignments
Specialty Lift Kits • Batteries
and all Other Maintenance

All American
Automotive Service Center

RESERVE YOUR TRUCK TODAY!
661-823-4641

Specializing in Front End Work
• Front End Alignments

• Lift Kits • Computer Alignments

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

Tailwaggers’ hosts an unusual 
speaker for September meeting

Submitted by
Pam Miller 

BVS Tailwaggers

Every September, the Cultural Arts Association hosts their an-
nual Art Show. The show features artists from Bear Valley Springs 
and surrounding area. There is something for everyone; mixed 
media, photography, paintings in oil, watercolor and alcohol 
pens, ceramics, textiles, stained glass, wood working and more. 

The opening reception on Sept. 21 will kick off the show and is 
always a delightful evening, with appetizers and specialty drinks 
created just for the occasion. Come meet the artists, ask questions 
and purchase something special for your home. Don’t miss an op-
portunity to bid on the silent auction items. They were a BIG HIT 
at the last event. The Art Show will take place Sept. 21-29.

Cultural Arts annual 
Art Show upcoming
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two fascinating books will make 
believers out of you. 

Join us for a demo and discus-
sion about this fascinating topic 
as Amber shares her own expe-
riences!

You can follow Elphie on her 
Facebook page: Elphie Talks

On Instagram: Elphie_the_
aussie

For more about the program: 

https:www.theycantalk.org
Members and friends of Tail-

waggers are invited to come to 
the meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 
3, in the Equestrian Center 
Lounge. Doors open for re-
freshments at 6 p.m. and the 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. Contact 
Pam Miller at 661-203-5725 for 
more information.
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Furnace Installation, Service & Repair
A/C Installations, Service & Repair

Filter Replacement • Boiler System Work
Swamp Coolers • Mini Splits

Ductwork Repairs or Replacement
Inspections

Vikki’s Pet Services LLCVikki’s Pet Services LLC
“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”“Special care for the ones you LOVE most”

Lic. #A-174Lic. #A-174

LARGE ANIMALLARGE ANIMAL
REMOVAL & DISPOSAL REMOVAL & DISPOSAL 

All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: All Livestock, 24/7 • Compassionate Postmortem Transportation to: 
Burial • Cremation • NecropsyBurial • Cremation • Necropsy

Vikki Montegna Vikki Montegna • • 661-733-3335661-733-3335
Locally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiastLocally owned & operated by a caring horse owner & enthusiast

To advertise in Bear Tracks, call 661-822-8101



20	 Goldfish Publications, LLC



Bear Tracks	 21

Sturgeon’s Livestock Removal
RESPECTFUL  REMOVAL OF  DECEASED L IVESTOCK

Licensed & Insured License # D-10010

Disposal or
Cremation
Available

661-428-2793
Queen Bee’sQueen Bee’s

CLEANING 661 LLC
Katrina Whaling
QueenBee’sCleaning661@gmail.com

6 6 1 - 8 7 4 - 2 7 9 86 6 1 - 8 7 4 - 2 7 9 8
queenbeescleaning661

Photo by Heather Long
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The Oak Tree Men’s Golf Club is holding a Golf Swap 
in conjunction with the Cub Lake Garummage sale on 

Sept. 21, at the Oak Tree Driving Range, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Buyers:
Are you looking for a new-to-you set of clubs or a 

specific club? Come to the driving range on Sept. 21 to 
find your new clubs!  We will take cash 

or checks with proper ID.
Sellers: 

Do you have a club or set of clubs you want to sell?
Let us attempt to sell them for you!

Bring them to the driving range on Sept. 21, 
between 8 and 9:30 a.m., and we’ll help you with your 

listing.  We can help you price them to move, and all we 
ask is 10% of the sale price.

Proceeds are going to the Oak Tree Men’s Golf Club
Scholarship Fund for two Tehachapi High 

School Students.

Oak Tree Men’s 
Golf holding a Golf 

Swap Sept. 21

Oak Tree Women’s Golf Club Annual Invitational. Full field 
with 72 players. 

Swinging in the Vineyard
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September 2024 Publication of 
Bear Tracks

Text of Proposed Changes to 
BVSA Rules

(Deletions shown in 
strikethrough type and additions 

in boldface underlined type)

TEXT OF PROPOSED 
CHANGES to BVSA Rules

 (Deletions are shown in 
strikethrough type and additions 

in bold underlined type)

ARTICLE  9  
 FOUR-ISLAND LAKE – 

BOATING Recreational Use
(Adopted 7/9/88)

SECTION 900. BOATING 
EQUIPMENT 
(a) Only the following vessels 
are permitted on Four-Island 
Lake:  (1) Human and wind 
powered vessels
(2)  Electric vessels
(3)  Inflatables and Paddleboards
(b)   The maximum length of a 
vessel on the lake is as follows:
	 (1) Human and wind powered 
vessels: 20 foot class vessels 
	 (2) Electric vessels: 16 foot class 
vessels
  (3) Inflatables and Paddleboards: 
20 foot class vessels
(c)  All vessels must be privately 
owned by Members, unless 
participating in a BVSA or BVSA 
Club sponsored event in which 
case a liability form is required 
to be filled out by the vessels 
operator at the Whiting Center. 
(d) All vessel owners must carry 
homeowners or boat liability 
insurance during any boating 
activity, at their own cost and 
expense, in an amount of not 
less than $100,000, approved 
by the Board or its designee and 
issued by an insurance company 
authorized to transact insurance 
in the State of California. 
(Amended 9/24/94; Amended 
09/15/17, Amended and Restated 
08/10/20)
(e) Any Member who wishes 
to launch a vessel, as listed in 
Section 900, Subsection (a) 
numbers (1) and (2) on Four 
Island Lake, must register their 

vessel at the Whiting Center 
where they will receive a BVSA 
Vessel-Use permit.  This BVSA 
Vessel-Use permit is to be affixed 
to the vessel’s port side bow and 
is to be renewed biennially by 
December 31st annually January 
1st of every odd year.  Section 
900 Subsection (a) number (3) 
Inflatables and Paddleboards are 
exempt from this requirement. 
(Added 09/15/17, Amended and 
Restated 8/10/20)
(f) All vessels must be equipped 
with a personal flotation device 
(PFD) approved by the United 
States Coast Guard for each 
person aboard.  All persons 
under 13 must wear a personal 
flotation device (PFD) at all 
times while participating in 
any boating activity. (Added 
10/18/03; Renumbered 09/15/17, 
Amended and Restated 8-10-20) 
(g) For the purpose of Standup 
Paddle Board usage Four Island 
Lake is defined as a swim zone, 
and as such persons operating a 
paddleboard are only required to 
use a leash or wear a personal 
flotation device (PFD) if white 
caps from wind are on the lake.  
A personal floatation device 
(PFD) is required to be worn by 
children under 13 years of age 
when on a paddleboard. (Added 
10/18/03; Renumbered 09/15/17, 
Amended and Restated 8/10/20) 
(h)	 The lakefront, dock and 
marina areas of Four Island Lake 
are Common Areas and may   not 
be used for storage of any vessel 
or recreational vehicle.  Vessels 
may not be operated on the 
lake earlier than one-half hour 
before sunrise and later than one-
half hour after sunset.  Vessels 
on privately owned lakefront 
property must be stored outside 
the Common Area. (Added 
8/10/20)
(i)	 Vessels left overnight 
or abandoned at the lake may 
be removed and stored by the 
Association.  Stored vessels will 
be returned to owners upon proof 
of ownership and payment of a 
storage fee established by the 
Board.  The Association may 
dispose of unclaimed boats. 
(Added 8/10/20) (Amended 

10/30/20)
(j)   Sail boats, while at dock 
area with no one aboard, must 
have all sails lowered and 
secured. 

SECTION 901. SAFETY

(a)  Scuba diving is prohibited.  
(b) Swimming is allowed in all of 
Four Island Lake except for the 
buoyed area by the 7th tee and the 
dam area.  All swimming in Four 
Island Lake is at your own risk.  
(Amended 09/15/17, Amended 
8/10/20)
(c)  No camping is permitted on 
lake property. on the Islands. 
(d) Swimming and fishing are 
prohibited at locations adjacent 
to the golf course that are in line 
of balls driven from the course. 
(Added 09/15/17)
(e) Any activity or presence is 
prohibited on the dam at Four 
Island Lake. (Added 09/15/17)
(f)	 Due to danger from 
thin ice during the winter at 
B.V.S., all ice skating on the 
lake is prohibited.
(g)   Except as provided 
in subdivision 901.(h)(1), 
picnicking is permitted at Four 
Island 
Lake. ONLY charcoal 
briquettes or propane BBQ 
may be used for fuel. Open fires 
are subject to fines. 
(h)   The islands are closed 
before 8 AM and after dusk 
during all times of the year.  
	(1) No BBQs or fires are 
allowed on the islands. 
	(2) The three islands furthest 
from the beach are closed to 
public use during the period 
January 1 to the Saturday 
morning of Memorial Day 
weekend to provide for a bird 
sanctuary.  
(i)   Model boats powered by 
wind shall be allowed without 
restriction.  Model airplanes, 
gliders, drones and helicopters 
(amphibious or otherwise) 
are prohibited.  Model boats 
powered by electric motors or 
any type of internal combustion 
engine are prohibited unless by 
special permission of the Board 

or its designee.  

SECTION 902. MEMBER 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(a)	 Children under 13 years 
of age must be supervised by a 
parent or responsible adult during 
the entire time the children are 
in and around the lake area. 
(Amended 8/10/20)
(b)	 No person may operate 
any type of vessel in a reckless 
manner. (Amended 8/10/20)
(c)   The owner and operator of 
any type of vessel are jointly 
and separately responsible for 
any vessel being operated on the 
lake and by using the lake agree 
to hold harmless and indemnify 
the Association for any damage 
arising from an accident, both 
as to bodily injury and property 
damage. (Amended 8/10/20)
(d)  Sail boats, while at dock area 
with no one aboard, must have 
all sails lowered and secured. (e) 
(d)  Glass is not allowed on the 
sand beaches, boat ramps, docks 
or private vessels.
(f) (e)	 All trash, debris and 
garbage must be placed in the 
containers provided. 
(g) (f)   Vulgar or profane 
language will not be tolerated. 
(h) (g)  Excessive use of alcoholic 
beverages is prohibited. 
(i) (h)   Vehicles must remain 
on blacktopped areas and may 
not be driven or parked on lawn 
areas. 
(j)   Except as provided in 
subdivision (n), picnicking is 
permitted at Four Island Lake. 
ONLY charcoal briquettes or 
propane BBQ may be used for 
fuel. Open fires are subject to 
fines. (Amended 09/15/17)
(k) (i)  Radios, musical 
instruments and the like must be 
played in a manner that is 
unobjectionable to others. 
(l)   Model boats powered by 
wind shall be allowed without 
restriction.  Model airplanes, 
gliders, drones and helicopters 
(amphibious or otherwise) are 
prohibited. Boats powered by 
electric motors or any type of 
internal combustion engine are 



Bear Tracks	 27

prohibited unless by special 
permission of the Board or its 
designee.  (Repealed and added 
7/18/92 & 9/24/94; Restated 
10/1/2021) 
(m) (j) All pets must be restrained 
on leashes. The lake area is part 
of the Common Area and no pets 
are permitted to run loose. Horses 
are not allowed in the lake area. 
Members and their guests who 
take pets to the lake area must 
clean up after their animals. 
(Amended 1/27/01) 
(n)   Due to danger from thin 
ice during the winter at B.V.S., 
all ice skating on the lake is 
prohibited. (o)  At all times, the 
islands are closed before 8 AM 
and after dusk.  No BBQs or 
fires are allowed on the islands. 
In addition, the three islands 
furthest from the beach are 
closed to public use during the 
period January 1 to the Saturday 
morning of Memorial Day 
weekend to provide for a bird 
sanctuary.  (Amended 09/15/17, 
amended 8-10-20)
(p)  All vessels as listed in Section 

900, Subsection (a) numbers (1) 
and (2) must register their vessel 
at the Whiting Center where they 
will receive a BVSA Vessel-Use 
permit.  This BVSA Vessel-Use 
permit is to be affixed to the 
vessel’s port side bow and is to be 
renewed biennially by December 
31st of every odd year.  Section 
900, Subsection (a) number (3) 
Inflatables and Paddleboards are 
exempt from this requirement. 
(Added 10/18/03, Amended 
8/10/20) 
(k)	 Guests visiting the lake 
unaccompanied by members 
must have an Amenity Pass,  
Amenity passes are available 
at Whiting Center or the 
Association Office. (l) When a 
group exceeds 25 individuals 
reservations will be required.  If 
the group exceeds 50 individuals 
additional reservable sites will 
be required.  
(m)	  Reservations can be 
made at the Whiting Center 
for use of four reservable sites 
with a maximum of 50 people 
per site. These sites are located 

in the grass to the east of the 
parking lot. Reservations will 
be marked by Association staff 
at each site’s marker which is 
located on the fencing alongside 
Pinedale Drive.   
(n) Sites located to the north of 
the parking lot, the volleyball 
area, playground, and all     
lakefront beach areas are 
non-reservable, first come 
first serve. Members must be 
present to use non-reservable 
locations, no “saving spots” 
will be permitted. Groups 
in non-reservable areas are 
limited to 8 adults per table. 
No one group may utilize more 
than one bvsa picnic table.     
(qo) This Article will be enforced 
as provided in Article 17 and 
Article 3. (Added 12/10/13) 
(Amended and renumbered 
9/1/23)

SECTION 903. 
MANAGEMENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(a) The Association may permit 

motor powered vessels of 
any size on the lakes for the 
exclusive purpose of conducting 
Association business including 
but not limited to enforcement, 
patrolling, or maintaining the 
lakes. (Amended 8/10/20, 9/1/23)
(b) The Association is not 
responsible for damage to 
privately owned vessels 
while using Four Island Lake.  
(Amended 8/10/20)
(c) The Association may require 
Members and their guests to 
vacate the lake area during 
special events or when repair 
work is being done. 
(d) This Article will be enforced 
as provided in Article 17 and 
Article 3. (Amended 12/10/13) 

* * * * * * * *

PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF 
PROPOSED CHANGES

Clarification of existing rules 
and processes for Lake Use
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• W E L L N E S S •

TehachapiWellness.com

Dr. Chris Seeley
Upper Cervical Chiropractor

In Old Towne at 
20412 Brian Way, Bldg. 4

823-9355

Call Now For Your FREE Consultation

Heal the Root Cause:
• • Migraine HeadachesMigraine Headaches
• • Hip Imbalance/Short LegHip Imbalance/Short Leg
• • ScoliosisScoliosis
• • Arm & Leg Pain/NumbnessArm & Leg Pain/Numbness
• • Brain FogBrain Fog
• • High Blood PressureHigh Blood Pressure
• • Vertigo & Meniere’s DiseaseVertigo & Meniere’s Disease
• • Digestive DisordersDigestive Disorders
• • ConcussionConcussion
• • TMJ DisordersTMJ Disorders
No Twisting, Cracking, Jerking 
of the Head, Neck or Spine:
Gentle & Advanced Health Care

In Pain? 
Why Suffer?

ERCHONIAERCHONIA
LASER LASER 

TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY
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Administrative parking area 
and the #10 cart path. The cart 
path/walking path leading up 
to the Oak Tree Country Club 
from the Administration park-
ing lot will also be repaired, as 
well. The largest area scheduled 
for asphalt repairs and drainage 
will be the entire walking path 
at Cub Lake and the dog park. 
During that phase of the asphalt 
repairs, we will also try to ad-
dress the drainage in certain ar-
eas of the walking path that be-
come flooded during extended 
periods of rain. Google Earth 
images within this article show 
the scheduled areas of asphalt 
repairs that will be completed 
this year. 

Once everything is sched-
uled, we will be communicat-
ing closures to these areas as 
we progress and will send out 
weekly updates. We appreci-
ate everyone’s patience during 
these much-needed repairs to 
our parking, walking path and 
driveway infrastructure. Once 
these areas are completed, we 
will be working on the asphalt 
repair and replacement sched-
ule for 2025 - 2026 to improve, 
repair and replace the asphalt 

for the remaining parking lots 
and driveways at Cub Lake, 4 Is-
land Lake, the Oak Tree Coun-
try Club, Water Canyon Camp-
ground, Town Center Camp 
Ground and the Whiting Cen-
ter. This is a huge undertaking 
over the next few years, but will 
give all of our amenities’ park-

ing lots and driveways a new 
look and will preserve them for 
many years to come.  

Building/ Barn/ Shed/ In-
terior Painting – One other 
much needed improvement 
that is scheduled for this up-
coming year is the painting of 
all our clubhouses, the Whiting 

Center, barns, sheds, restrooms 
and any other structures at each 
amenity, as needed. We will 
also be painting and improv-
ing the interior look of the Oak 
Tree Country Club Clubhouse, 
Whiting Center and Equestri-
an Center Clubhouse over the 
winter. Shown at right will be 
the new look of our exterior 
buildings with the addition of 
an accent trim color that will 
be used. We look forward to the 
new fresh look of our buildings. 

In addition to the projects 
listed above, we are currently 
reviewing all other improve-
ments listed in the Reserve 
Study, which includes equip-
ment, interior furniture, car-
pet, signs and other improve-
ments/ maintenance that are 
scheduled in the Reserve Study 
for the next three years. Once 
we have a well thought out, 
comprehensive plan in place, 
we will communicate it to ev-
eryone, so we all know what the 
plan is for the next three years. 
The ultimate goal is to define 
a clear plan to improve Bear 
Valley Springs Association’s 
amenities, while managing the 
reserve funding balances over 
the next three years, to im-
prove our long-term financial 
strength and properly maintain Oak Tree Country Club cart path.

Areas of Equestrian Center set for repavement.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2



our amenities in the future. 
The Mulligan Room Kitch-

en Expansion Project - Over 
the past two years, the Associ-
ation has made every effort to 
get the Mulligan Room Kitchen 
Expansion Project completed. 
Since my arrival last year, we 
have been challenged with the 
permitting process. This proj-
ect has primarily been hindered 
by the lack of building plans 
and infrastructure plans for the 
Mulligan Room that are needed 
to obtain the correct permits 
by Kern County to expand the 
kitchen. Without proper doc-
uments we have concerns that 
the required modification need-
ed to complete the expansion 
will exceed the funds available 
to complete the project. The 
Mulligan Room was built in the 
1980’s as a snack bar (hot dogs, 
burgers, snacks, etc.) and has 
transitioned into a full-service 
restaurant over the years. Un-
fortunately, based on the size of 
the menu offered and with the 
addition of the Pavilion for ex-
tra seating, the kitchen cannot 
support the volume of usage. 
Over the next month, the Board 
of Directors will be re-evalu-
ating the entire project to de-

termine the solution to resolve 
this ongoing delay. We will keep 
everyone posted on this much 
needed improvement.     

In closing, we will continue to 
work hard improving your en-
joyment of the amenities. Please 

contact the Whiting Center to 
make sure you are signed up 
to receive any updates that are 
sent out through our Rec Desk 
System. 

If you have any questions 
or thoughts, please feel free to 

come by and see me. I can also 
be reached by e-mail at donc@
bvsa.org or call me at the Ad-
ministration Office at ext. 219. 
My door is always open. Again, 
thank you for all your support!

 See you around BVS!
Bear Tracks	 29

Walking path at Cub Lake.

Examples of updated paint scheme for exterior buildings.
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BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS ASSOCIATION
29541 Rollingoak Dr. • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • (661) 821-5537

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
AnitaB@bvsa.org • www.BVSA.org

ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Guy Munday...........................................................................................President
Fred Hicks...............................................................................................Treasurer
Don Ciota ................................................................................... Parliamentarian
Anita Bauer.............................................................................................Secretary 
Butch Reyburn.............................................................................. Vice-President
James Panek.............................................................................................. Director 
Jeff Gadzia................................................................................................ Director

Monthly open meetings of the Board are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm 

at the OTCC.

PERSONNEL AND BOARD DIRECTORS CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Anita Bauer.................................................. 821-5537 x231, AnitaB@bvsa.org
Board Secretary
Ashley Brown.......................................................821-5521, AshleyB@bvsa.org
Food and Beverage Director
Ashley Krempien........................................ 661-821-6641, AshleyK@bvsa.org
Recreation Manager
Butch Reyburn.............................................821-5537 x231, ButchR@bvsa.org
Board Vice-President
Casey Meadows.......................................... 821-5537 x231, CaseyM@bvsa.org
Facilities Maintenance Manager
Don Ciota.......................................................821-5537 x219, DonC@bvsa.org
General Manager
Doug Slavin............................................................ 821-3960, DougS@bvsa.org
Equestrian Center Manager
Duane Gore......................................................... 821-5144, DuaneG@bvsa.org
Golf Pro
Fred Hicks...................................................... 821-5537 x231, FredH@bvsa.org
Board Treasurer
Guy Munday.................................................. 821-5537 x231, GuyM@bvsa.org
Board President
James Panek.................................................. 821-5537 x210, JamesP@bvsa.org
Board Director and Project Manager
Jeff Gadzia........................................................821-5537 x231, JeffG@bvsa.org
Board Director

BEAR VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
28999 S. Lower Valley Rd. • Tehachapi CA 93561 • (661) 821-4428

denise@bvcsd.org • www.BVCSD.com
CSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Martin Hernandez..................................................................................President
Geva Frevert............................................................................................. Director
John Grace................................................................................................ Director
Judith Cagle.............................................................................................. Director
Michael Lewis.......................................................................................... Director

The CSD Board of Directors meets the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 6 pm at the District Office. You are invited!

MANAGEMENT STAFF
Wesley Shryock...........................................................Interim General Manager
Dain Hurst.........................................................................Acting Chief of Police
Will Parks..................................................................................Water Supervisor
Daniel Haggard.........................................................................Roads Supervisor
Jason Parks...................................................................... Wastewater Supervisor
Larry Wiggins........................................................ General Services Supervisor

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE*
ODD MONTHS:

DPAC.................................4 p.m., Every other month on the second Tuesday
PUBLIC SAFETY............. 3 p.m., Every other month on the third Thursday
FINANCE...........................9 a.m., Every other month on the fourth Tuesday

EVEN MONTHS:
LIAISON............................ 10 a.m., Every other month on the first Thursday
INFRASTRUCTURE....... 1 p.m., Every other month on the third Thursday
ADMINISTRATION.......9 a.m., Every other month on the fourth Tuesday

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS PHONE NUMBERS
Animal Control.............................................................................. 868-7100
Association.................................................................................... 821-5537
Association Fax............................................................................. 821-5406
Bear Valley CSD, bvcsd.com........................................................ 821-4428
BVS Rangers........................................................................... 661-732-0100
CSD Fax........................................................................................... 821-0180
Country Store................................................................................ 821-3102
Equestrian Center......................................................................... 821-3960
Fire Dept. (business).................................................................... 821-1110
Gate (passes)................................................................................. 821-5261
Gate Fax.......................................................................................... 821-3507
Golf Shop....................................................................................... 821-5144
Mulligan Room.............................................................................. 821-4107
Oak Tree Country Club................................................................. 821-5521
Police Dept..................................................................................... 821-3239
Road Conditions................................................................... 800-427-7623
Weather Information................................................................... 393-2340
Whiting Center.............................................................................. 821-6641

Publisher: 
Goldfi sh Publications, LLC (Ron Fishgold)

PO Box 1842
Tehachapi, CA 93581
Phone: 661-822-8101

E-mail Address: 
Advertising - beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com

Billing - btinfo@lookuptehachapi.com

Circulation: Each issue of Bear Tracks is mailed to property owners of 
record (approximately 3,300) via the US Postal Service every month. 
The balance of the 3,800 copies printed are made available at various 
locations throughout Bear  Valley.

Submissions: Articles and/or photos may be submitted to: Anita 
Bauer 821-5537 ext 231 or anitab@bvsa.org.

Bear Tracks Advertisers save the BVSA and CSD thousands of dollars 
each month in publishing and circulation costs. You can show your 
appreciation to these advertisers by patronizing their businesses 
and letting them know you saw their ad in Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks is a monthly magazine o� ered to the property owners and residents of Bear Valley 
Springs for the purposes of communicating important information and sharing interesting articles 
on life in our community. The content in this publication is provided solely by the Bear Valley Springs 
Association. Gold� sh Publications, LLC assumes no liability for any inaccurate, delayed or incomplete 
information nor for the opinions expressed in each article.

Bear Valley Springs
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At Cisneros Decorative Concrete we specialize in your bare cracked concrete
indoor or outdoor. We only use top of the line concrete coating products. No, it’s 

not epoxy for outdoors! We use polyurea, urethanes, permaflex and polyaspartics 
with lifetime warranty. It can withstand the heat and cold. Call us at 661-516-7199

or visit us at www.cisnerosdecorativeconcrete.com for more information.

Fully insured and experienced.
Lic. #1027106. Call now for a free quote! 

661-516-7199
DO YOU HAVE UGLY CONCRETE? Call your concrete experts today!

We can turn your bare concrete into beauty.
Pool decks • Patios • Garage • Indoor/Outdoor Concrete Surfaces


