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A LETTER FROM PASTOR TOM

This is what MORE is all about.

| once helped a friend move inte an old house. As he peeled back layers of
wallpaper, he found himself drawn into the story of that place: rooms where
generaticns before him had gathered, eaten, cried, and prayed. He talked
abaut the privilege of living there and raising his ocwn family in a home that had
already held sa much life, all while knowing his own seazon would be just one
chapterin a story that would continee long after he's gone.

In @ similar way, for well over a century, God has been at work on South Broad
Street—building, sustaining, and growing & vibrant, multigenerational family of
faith to reach across our town and our warld with His love.

Like our personal lives, the life of & church is rarely linear. Seasons of challenge
and seasons of oppertunity both serve a purpese: to prepare us for where God
is leading us next. lust as past generations were invited to step out in faith and
build the foundation on which we now stand, we are being invited to consider
the opportunity of our generaticn.

MORE is not first about a project. It is & spiritual invitation—a call to make .:.LN Dw TD H I M

room for God in our hearts, in our lives, and in our life tegether, so that more

pedaple can be known, welcomed, and find their hope in Christ.

WHO IS ABLE

This is a significant moment for our church. We are welcoming more people TO DO

through our deors than ever befare, and more of us are encountering people
far fram God in our families, neighborhoods, schools, and warkplaces every I M M EA‘S U RAB LY

day. lust as those befare us built stained glass windows. food pantries. Sunday MD RE T HAN
School classrooms, and steeples, this is cur moment. How will we respond?

ALL WE ASK

Az you read this boaokiet, | encourage you to do so slowly and prayerfully. Read

ith grati i OR IMAGINE...”
with gratitude for what God has already done, with hope for what He may be
preparing next, and with znticipation for how each of us—how you—can be
part of it This is a mement to listen, to trust, and to walk forward in faith

together.

EPHESIANS 3:20

“Mow to him who is able to do immeasurably maore than all we ask or

imagine..” (Ephezians 3:201

That is our hope. The God who has been faithful to 5t. John's will be faithful

stifl.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Tom



OUR STORY

1870’S

A Christian-Lutheran
cammunw is founded in
Elkhorn, Wisconsin

1898

5t. John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church builds a new church at
104 South Broad Street

1948

The congregation's Golden
Jubilee [530th anniversary)
prompts plans for a major
addition — the present-day
Welcome Area

1969

Parish Hall Additicn

1990

it John's completes its
“Building Bridges of Unity
zddition — the last major

building project in cwer 33 years

1998

5t lohn's Celebrates its 100th
anniversary

2012

5t John's enters a new seasan of

revitalization; Pastor Tom and
Elissa De Groot and family are
called to 5t. John's

2013

Began mission partnership with
Good Mews kenya and the
Okoth Family

2015

Mew steeple dedication

2022

Twenty first-time baptisms
celebrated in a single year — a
landmark moment.

2023

125th Anniversary Celebration

2023

Began missicn Elartne-rship with
‘World Orphans and the
KcDaniel Family

2025

5t John's calls its first Associate
Pastor in church history, Rev.
Dr. Eric Haskins {and Linda
Haskins), beginning another new
season of growth and depth

2025

Former First Lutheran building is
donated to 5t. John's, "returning
the property toits roots™ as a
church for a new season

—
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MORE Campaign launches




IN OUR CHURCH

FIRST TIME BARTISMS

KIDS AND STUDEMTS HAVE
ATTENDED S5T. JOHN'S
PROGRAMMIMNG AT LEAST

OMCE IN THE PAST TWO YEARS
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IN-FERSOMN ATTENDAMCE
WORSHIP AVERAGE
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IN-FERSOM ATTEMDEES OM
CHRISTMAS EVE 2025

IN OUR COMMUNITY

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
REGULARLY SERVED

CHRISTMAS GIFTS GIVEN TO
CHILDREM IN FOSTER CARE IN
WALWORTH COUNTY

QUILT:S DOMATED

OF PRAYER B ENCOURAGEMENT
CARDS SENT

AVERAGE WEEELY OMLINE
WORSHIP PARTICIPAMTS

CHRISTIAN FUNERALS
CELEBRATED

SSMACK 1N A FACK” LUNCHES
FACKED FOR CHILDREM AND
FAMILIES WITHIMN THE ELKHORM
SCHOOL DISTRICT
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GIVEM TO KENYA MISSIOMS



100% ENGAGEMENT

$800,000 OVER 2 YEARS

At 5t John's, we are trusting God for MORE—not only in what He will do
through expanded space, but in what He longs to do within us as His people.

Owur primary goal in the MORE campaign is 100% engagement: that every
person in cur church family would prayerfully and faithfully engage this season
by asking what it looks like to make room for Ged, for others, and for the
future He is shaping among us.

lhis is not about equal gifts, but about a shared posture of discipleship. MORE
invites each of us—no matter our age, background, or season of life—to take
our next step in fallowing Jesus with open hearts, open lives, and open hands.

MAKING ROOM
FOR GOD

We begin where the Church has
always begun: with worship, prayer,
and trust. Before we make roam in
our building, we seek to make room
in our lves—centering cur days
around God's presence, Ward, and
grace. This is a return to the rhythms
that form us: liskening before acting,
surrender before striving, faith
before outcomes.

MAKING ROOM
FOR OTHERS

Because wae have been welcomed
by God, we practice lives of
hospitality and generosity.
Making room for others means
shaping our lives—and our shared
spaces—so people can be known,
lowed, and drawn into authentic
community. Cur generasity
becomes an expression of the
grace we curselves have
received.

We invite every person at 5t. John's to discern their next step
in giving—not out of pressure, but as an act of worship and
trust. When the whole church moves together, God forms us
together. And when we live generously, we participate in the
life God is already unfolding among us.

MAKING ROOM
FOR THE FUTURE

We do not build for curselves
alone. We build for children,
students, families, and neighbaors
we may never meet—trusting that
God uses owr faithfulness today to
bless generations to come. This is
legacy-shaped generosity, rooted
in hope rather than fear.

50 OTHERS CAM EXPERIEMCE...

MORE

A
A5 d

580

secondary

dtopr

0,000 over the next two years to support this

ce 50 that more people can

mmunity, and g

believing that God is able to do immieasura

e than all we as

or imagine (Ephesians 3




TESTIMONIALS

“WHEN WE OPENED OUR HEARTSTO
GOD, WHAT WE FOUND IS THAT A
DOOR OPENED, AND IT MADE OUR
HEARTS OPEN TO OTHERS."”

JOLYM AND ANDY ZAMORA

_. “WE WANT OUR GENEROSITY TO TELL A
y STORY OF FAITH ACROSS GENERATIONS."”

COREEM AND TED JOHMNSON

“WE WANTED A PLACE WHERE WE
COULD REALLY BUILD A COMMUNITY -
A PLACE WHERE WE COULD SETTLE,
SERVE, AND BECOME A PART OF THE
ENTIRE COMMUNITY IN MANY
DIFFERENT WAYS.”

MEGAMN AND MATT FERLIMDES

“WE WERE CLOSE TO SHUTTING THE
DOORS AT ST. JOHN'S, AND NOW
WE'RE BURSTING AT THE SEAMS AND
NEED TO DO SOMETHING TO KEEP
WELCOMING PEOPLE IN. | THINK
THAT'S JUST GOD'S HAND AT WORK.”

WEMDY AND LANCE ELLSWORTH




PHASE 1

BROAD STREET RENOVATION et 'L‘ Mn
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PHASE 2
GENEVA STREET RENOVATION




GIVING AT ST. JOHN’S CREATIVE WAYS TO GIVE

At 5L John's, we believe giving is BEYOND CASH GIVING

an act of worship—a gratefu FaESome, plrdcipetion jnthe Two YEAR

-~ = MORE campaign may include gifts
MY COMMITMENT i B s GIVING CHART

entrusted many of us with

arks a ! § 1 Yy
hearts and lives with His purposes. Sbows and Bayand Auguler Giving

support His work.

Gif'ts from ‘q‘h.-.l.lur SLCMed MOUCJTCES " ¥ + "
[‘sl.lr-gs Stoci, Peranal Property, Each week, we are reminded that : — '5';[]{} 000
A ; L ting Beyond-cash gifts may include

e of Assets Ebc] gning flows from three simpie

FrEar e S it ip::.lrECIEI':Eﬂ T:ase:.a such as stocks, — $75.000
tireme: thons, /\

MY/OUR TOTAL 2 YEAR COMMITMENT FEIEERE b, EEORSER)
GRATITUDE or personal assets like vehicles, —
We give in thanksgiving for all God BcfEs, e SthaG . e Ty,
has dofie for i, acknowladaing these gifts represent a thoughtful
MAY 2026 - MAY 2028 that our lives and resources are Werte mCh sbnd iRy 2 £25.000
gifts we receive, not active ministry, If you are & =

comes from God, and generosity
d d W rtof 1 : AT ain s 3
! can be used in meaaningful waysto TOTAL GIVING FOR 2 YEARS

a6 it e nr.e earm. pEyechlyenavinang 3 Skt ot 20,000
this kind, our leadership team is
MAMELS) STEWARDSHIP available to help guide the 515,000
e entrusted with what we have. God 512,000
invites us to faithfully manage our LIFESTYLE CHANGES £10.000
time, talents, and resources in Others, generosity may grow =Rl
- s th h everyday choi rath
ways that serve His mission and PO CHERYEEY : HEE e e -'5'|":'|I|5E-'J':-‘:I
reflact His love than large assets. Creating room
sometimes means adjusting 55,000
TRUST pricrities or timelines for 2 seasan.
We give as an expression of trust MANY $2.400

behieving that God will continues to This might ncluce delaying a
pravide for our needs. Genarosity purchase, redirecting expenses tmm mﬂmﬂ
helps form our hearts ta rely on that have run their course, or I e | et
e e i o ki simplifying spending in small but
conzistent ways. These decisions As you pray and diseern how God would ask you to give during this time,
are not about sacrifice for its-own use this gift chart as a discipleship tosl—let it be something that
zake, but about intention—making inspires and challenges you toward greater generesity for Christ's
Our desire is not equal gifts, but a shared spirit of faithfulness. = e e space to-trust God maore desply Kingdom as we seek to give it all For Him.
Each step of generosity—whether beginning or growing—is part of o Tl complete Form and to participate togsether in
following Jesus with open hands, grateful hearts, and confident trust g, & ) online. what He is doing-
in the God whe is always faithful.




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT SPECIFICALLY IS PLANNED IN THIS PROJECT?

MORE is a vision for making room—fior woership, for welcome, for community, and for the next generation: This
first step of $800,000 mowves us toward that larger vision by expanding the spaces in cur current church
building for worship and fellowship. The larger vision will also include the eventual renovation of the recently
acquired Geneva Street building.

WHEN WILL THE NEW BUILDING ON GENEVA STREET BE RENOVATED?

Geneva Street is part of the vision, but it comes next. Once we complete this initial step, we will begin making
plans to transform that building into dedicated space for the next generation, community ministry, and church
administrative offices.

WHAT IS THE TOTAL COST OF THE FULL YISION?

Thie full vision would cost appraximately §2.2 million in today's doflars, The
first step of $800,000 is part of that larger vision, not an amount separate
from it. Any funds raised beyond this first goal will be used to maove forward
on additional parts of the vision, including the Geneva Street renovation.
Future costs will be determined closer to the time of cansbruction.

IS MORE JUST A BUILDING CAMPAIGHN?

Mao. MORE is first a season of spiritual formation—making room in our
hearts and fives so that more people can experience God's grace. The
building expansion serves that larger purpose.

WHY EXPAND NOW?

Gad has been steadily growing 5t. John's, and our current spaces are
limiting our ability to welcome, disciple, and gather people across
generations. Thiz expansion prepares us to serve both those here now
and those still to come.

HOW LONG IS THE MORE CAMPAIGN?

MORE is & two-year spiritual formation initiative, inviting prayerful
discernment, consistent generosity, and shared commitment over
time rather than one-time giving purpose.

WILL RESERYE FUNDS OR BORROWING ALSO BE USED TO HELP

ACCOMPLISH THIS YISION?

Yfes. In addition to our first step of $B00,000, we anticipate using approximately 5200,000-5300.000 from
reserve funds and/or modest borrowing. This would provide up to 51.2 million for the initial scope of work:

WHAT IF I'M NEW OR NOT READY TO GIVE?

You are welcome here. MORE invites 100% engagement, not equal giving. Prayer, participation, and

discernment are meaningful ways to engage as you take your next step.

WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR REGULAR GIVING
DURING MORE?

Regular giving continues to support the ongoing ministry of 5t fohn's,
while gifts toward MORE help fund the expansion that supports our
future mission.

WHAT IF | CAN'T GIVE A LARGE FINANCIAL GIFT?

Every gift matters. Faithfulness is measured by trust and obedience,
not by amount. Each person is invited to respond as God leads,

HOW WILL DECISIONS AND FUNDS BE HANDLED?

Church leadership and congregation council will oversee the project
with prayer, care, and accountability, stewarding resources wisely and
transparently.

HOW CAN | BE PART OF MORE EEYOND GIVING?

Pray for wisdom and unity, participate in worship and community, invite
others, and trust that God is at work through our shared life together.
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OUR JOURNEY_
TOGETHER

WEEK 1 - APRIL 12

M MAKING ROOM FOR GOD

PERSOMAL PRACTICE: BUILDING FOCUS:
24 Hour Prayer Vigil; prayerfully Sancruary Expansion
discern your next step in giving.

EPHESIANS 3:14-21

Giving begins with surrender, not
dallars. Giving is worship.

WEEK 2 - APRIL 1%

(O OPENING OUR LIVES

LUKE 14:15-24 PERSOMAL PRACTICE: BUILDING FOCUS:
Coffee or Meal (practice hospitality Welcome /! Fellowship Expansion

Giving is relational, not transactional. i
and invitation)

Generosity flaws through shared life.

WEEK 3 - APRIL 26

R REACHING ACROSS GENERATIONS

DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9 PERSOMNAL PRACTICE: BUILDIMG FOCLUS:
Wit T ity gk ust Edsy. Intergeneratic\nal Ministry Age-Specific Spaces
Opportunity

Giving is fegacy formation. Shift
from “What can | afford?™

to "What stery do | want my faith to
tell?

WEEK 4 - MAY 3

= EXTENDING CHRIST’S LOVE

LUKE 10:35-40 & 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-12

Generosity joins us in God's work. We are not equal in amount, but PERSOMAL PRACTICE:
When we give, we participate in His equal in surrender. God does not Fill Qut Commitment Card
mission in the world. And that is why want something from us; He desires

BUILDING FOCUS:

iving is ultimately a spiritual
grna Y33 Spaces for the Community

decizion, nat & financial one.

to shape our hearts through trust,
gratitude, and shared participaticn in
His grace.
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MORE
WEEK 1

APRIL 12

MAKING ROOM
FOR GOD

PERSONAL REFLECTION

PREPARE

THIS WEEK'S BREATH PRAYER
Inhale: God who loves  Exhale: May | makes room for you

RECEIVE

THIS WEEK'’S SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 3:13-21

SERMON NOTES

JOURNAL
JOURNAL YOUR RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
Jesus, | feel

about

because

RESPOND

RESPOMNDING TO THE MESSAGE

Table Talk: At a meal this week, discuss this question with those at the table:

Whet rs mast :hnﬂen_gﬂn-_g iror you to make raom fm‘ God in ypour JIFE?
Journal your response to the message.

Prepare for small group by reviewing the related questions.
Pray this week's breath prayer on a regular basis.



GROUP DISCUSSION

PREPARE

Pray together this week's breath prayer:

Inhale: God who loves  Exhale: May | make room for you
Share how you completed the journaling prompt at the end of this past weekend's worship service.

leebreaker: \What parts of vour life feel crowded? Why?

RECEIVE

Slowly and prayerfully, read Ephesians 3:14-21 two times. Begin and end each reading with a few moments of silence. In
the silence, pray asking the Holy Spirit ta guide you into living what you are to receive from the Scriptures.

REFLECT

1. What words or phrases stand cut most to you in this prayer? Why do you think they caught your attention?

2. In verses 14-15, Faul says he kneels before the Father. What does this posture communicate? Have you ever changed
your posture when you prayed? Why or why not?

3. What specific things does Paul pray that followers of Jesus would receive? Make a list from the passage.

4. [n verse 16, Paul prays that believers would be “strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being.” What
is the difference between inner strength and cutward success?

5. Paul prays that believers would grasp the “width and length and height and depth” of Christ's love (verse 18). Why do
you think Paul emphasizes the vastness of Christ's love?

6. According to verse 19, what does it mean te be "filled to the measure of all the fullness of God"?

7. When you hear the phraze "Ged can do more than we ask or imagine,” what comes te mind from your own life right
now? For 5t dohn's?

8. How does viewing giving as worship (rather than obligation) change your posture toward generosity?

9. As you prayerfully review your financial patterns this week, what might "trusting God mere” look like in a concrete
next step? Are you aware of what percentage of your income you give or tithe?

REFOCUS

Az you wWrap up your group time this week, go around and pray for the person on your right that as a result of
experiencing MORE their faith weuld exhibit “immeasurably more than we ask or think"

Respond throughout this week by Making Room for God.
«Take 5 minutes this week to sit with God in silence with this request: *God shaow me how | can create space far you in

my life 50 others can have MORE" And then journal what you hear.

+Reflecting on the Commitment Card, ask God to help you discern how you might generously make rocm so others
might have MORE,

FAMILY TABLE TALK

Each week these questions and experiences are provided for you to flourish as a family. Use them to guide your
conversations at dinner through the week.

Head: What does it mean to “make roem”™ for God in our lives before we make room in a building?
Heart: When do you feel most peaceful or close to God?

Hands: Brainstorm a few ways our family could create space for Ged this week? (Like praying together, resting from
busy schedules, or giving something to help others. What else can you dream up)?

Generosity: Why do you think giving to God is part of waorship? What could it look like far our family to trust God with
what we hava?
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MORE
WEEK 2

APRIL 1%

OPENING OUR
LIVES

PERSONAL REFLECTION

PREPARE

THIS WEEK'S BREATH PRAYER
Inhale: Miay my heart Exhale: B2 open to others

RECEIVE

THIS WEEK'S SCRIPTURE
Luke 14:15-14

SERMON NOTES

JOURNAL
JOURNAL YOUR RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
Jesus, | feel

about

because

RESPOND

RESPOMDING TO THE MESSAGE

Table Talk: At a meal this week, discuss this question with those at the table:
Whet s chul’l’engfﬂg mdax:FLing' about npen.ing aur lives fnr (God ta wse?

Journal your response to the message.

Prepare for small group by reviewing the related questions.

Pray this week's breath prayer on a regular basis.



GROUP DISCUSSION

PREPARE

Pray together this week's breath prayer:
Inhale: May my heart  Exhale: Be cpen to athers

Share how you completed the journaling prompt at the end of this past weekend's warship service.

leebreaker: Think about a time you were invited te something meaningful {2 wedding, haliday, special event). What
made that invitaticn feel important?

RECEIVE

Slowly and prayerfully, read Luke 14:15-24 twe times. Begin and end each reading with 2 few moments of silence. In the
silence, pray asking the Haly Spirit to guide you inta living what you are to receive from the Scriptures.

REFLECT

1. What reasons do the invited guests give for not attending the banguet? What stands out to you about their excuses?

2. What are some modern-day “excuses” that keep people from responding to God's invitation?

3. What acticns does the host take to make sure the house is full (verse 21-23)?

4. In verse 21, the servant is told to bring in "the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame!” What does this reveal about
who belongs in God's kingdom?

S. The host says, "so that my house will be full" What do you think that phrase reveals about God's heart for the church?

6. Which character do you relate to most right now:
-Someone making excuses?

-Someone already at the table?

-%Someone being invited?

-Somecne sent to invite others?

7. How might creating MORE space (physically or refationally) help people who feel overlooked, disconnected, or
spiritually hungry?

B. Imagine someone new walking into church because of this MORE initiative. What would you hope they exparience?

8. The banguet required preparation, resources, and intentionality from the host. How does generosity play a rolein
making room for others?

REFOCUS

Close by praying:

- For people in your life whao aren't connected to Jesus yet.
- For courage to invite others.

- For hearts that reflect God's desire for a full house.

- For God to do MORE than we expect through this season.

Respond throughout this week by Opening Your Life.
+Take 5 minutes this week to sit with God in silence with this request: “How may my heart_Be open to others™ And
then journal what you hear.

«Extend hospitality to someone by asking them to coffee or a meal just to hear more of their story.

«Reflecting on the Commitment Card, ask God to help you discern how your heart might be open to help others
experience MORE.

FAMILY TABLE TALK

Each week these questions and experiences are pravided for you to flourish as a family. Use them to guide your
conversations at dinner through the week.

Head: In the Bible story, why was it important that the host kept inviting people to the banguet?

Heart: How does it feel when someane welcomes you or includes you? How do you think others feel when we include
them?

Hands: Who is one person we could invite, encourage, or show kindness to this week (a friend, neighbor, or someone at
church or school)?

Generosity: How can we use what God has given us (our home, food, maney, time] to help others feal welcome?



MORE
WEEK 3

APRIL 26

REACHING ACROSS
GENERATIONS

PERSONAL REFLECTION

PREPARE

THIS WEEK'S BREATH PRAYER
Inhale: God across generstions  Exhale: May | live for MIORE

RECEIVE

THIS WEEK'’S SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 6:4—9

SERMON NOTES

JOURNAL
JOURNAL YOUR RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
Jesus, | feel

about

because

RESPOND

RESPOMDING TO THE MESSAGE

Table Talk: At a meal this week, discuss this question with those at the table:

Whe has hod the bllggrlt slrn"rl'!uu| Fﬂﬂu:ﬂrr on paur Jirr? What ded I!Fl::f do thot made IFm'H'l real Lo }ndu?
Journal your response to the message.

Prepare for small group by reviewing the related questions.

Pray this week's breath prayer on a regular basis.
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GROUP DISCUSSION

PREPARE

Pray together this week's breath prayer:
Inhale: God across generations  Exhale: May | live for MORE

Share how you completed the journaling prompt at the end of this past weekend's worship service.

leebreaker: \Who has had the biggest spirituzl influence on your life? What did they do that made faith real to you?

RECEIVE

Slowly and prayerfully, read Deuteronomy &:4-9 two times. Begin and end each reading with a fiew moments of silence.
In the silence, pray asking the Holy Spirit to guide you into living what you are to receive from the Scriptures.

REFLECT

1. As you reflect on the MORE Commitment Sunday, how is God stretching/challenging you? Where are you finding joy
and exciterment? What do you see the Spérit doing in the life of 5t. John's?

2. Verse 4 begins, "Hear, O |srael: The Lord cur God, the Lord is one.” Why does faith formation begin with
remembering who Geod is?

3. What does it mean ta "love the Lerd your God with all your heart, soul, and strength” (verse 5)7 How is that different
from partial commitment?

4. Verse & says these commandments are to be “on your hearts” What is the difference between faith on your lips and
faith on your heart?

5. In versa 7, Moses commands parents to impress these truths on their children in everyday life. What does this teach
about where faith farmation happens? Give examples of how this can be done taday?

6. What do the physical reminders (binding them, writing them on doorframes) teach us about embodied faith?

7. This passage is about legacy. How does a church's ministry space impact future generations' ability to know God?

8. Think about children, students. and families not yet part of the church. What responsibility do we have toward them?

. What motivates people to give toward something they may never personally benefit from?

10. How does determining how much | give, reflect what | valus?

REFOCUS

Cloze by Praying together:

- That God would help us lave Him with our whole lves.

- For children and students in the church.

- For future generations who will encounter lesus because of our faith filled generosity during this season of MORE.
Respond throughout this week by Prieritizing Ged's Kingdem.

«Take 5 minutes this week ta sit with God in silence with this request: “God across generations, how may | live for
MORE? And then journal what you hear.

«Reflecting on the Commitment Card, ask God to help you discern how you might generously contribute so future
generations can have MORE.

FAMILY TABLE TALK

Each week these questions and experiences are provided for you to flourish as a family. Use them to guide your
conversations at dinner through the week.

Head: Why do you think Ged tells families to teach children about stories of the faithfuf again and again?

Heart: Wha is someone older than you that has helped you learn about God or life? What do you appreciate about
them?

Hands: What is one way you could connect with someone from a different generation this week [write a note, ask a
question, help a grandparent, talk to someaone at church)?

Generesity: How can giving today help people in the future learn about Jesus?

37



MORE
WEEK 4

MAY 3

EXTENDING
CHRIST’S LOVE

PERSONAL REFLECTION

PREPARE

THIS WEEK'S BREATH PRAYER
Inhale: Extend Christ's love Exhale: Through our generosity

RECEIVE

THIS WEEK'S SCRIPTURE
Luke 10:30-37

SERMON NOTES

JOURNAL
JOURNAL YOUR RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE
Jesus, | feel

about

because

RESPOND

RESPOMNDING TO THE MESSAGE

Table Talk: At a meal this week, discuss this question with those at the table:

w"‘ﬂ\t I:!'IﬂrIIEHEEd ar inspfr\e:f }l'DI.n' r'n:rn- :II'II.$ WEE*'S m:unge?

Journal your response to the message.

Prepare for small group by reviewing the related questions.
Pray this week's breath prayer on a regular basis.



GROUP DISCUSSION

PREPARE

Pray together this week's breath prayer:

Inhale: Extend Christ’s love  Exhale: Through our generosity
Share how you completed the journaling prompt at the end of this past weekend's worship service.

leebreaker: Describe the most generous person you know. What is it about them that makes them generous?

RECEIVE

Slowly and prayerfully, read Luke 10:30-37 two times. Begin and end each reading with a few maments of silence. In the
silence, pray asking the Haly Spirit to guide you inta living what you are to receive from the Scriptures.

REFLECT

1. How does serving others change the way you see the church's mission?

2. The priest and Levite both “passed by on the other side” What might have motivated their avoidance?

3. What does the Samaritan's response cost him? Was it worth it?

4. lesus ends with "Go and do likewise” What does that command require of us?

5. In what ways do service and generasity work together as participating in God's compassion?

6. What does this parable teach us about what it means to truly lowve our neighbor?

7. The priest and Levite likely had reasons for passing by, What are common rezsons people today avoid getting involved
in the needs of others?

8. Count up the action verbs from the Samaritan to the person in need. Which step is hardest for you? Which come
easier? Why?

—Seaing needs

-Feealing compassian

~Teking acticn

-Sacrificing resources

9. Jesus ends by saying, "Go and do fikewizse.” What might that look like for youw and 5t. John's during this season of
MORE?

REFOCUS

As wou close this time as a group, in light of this past week being Commitment Sunday, slowly and prayerfully read
2 Corinthians 8:1-12 two times. Begin and end each reading with a few maments of silence. In the silence, zsk the Holy

Spirit to help you discern intentional ways you can pray for MORE. Share these ideas as a group and then uze them to
bring to & close these past four weeks but also use them as prayer leads over the nesxt twao years,

Respand throughout this week by Surrendering.
+Take 5 minutes this week ta sit with God in silence with this request: “God shaw me how | can surrender my life, my
time, my talents and my resources to You so others might have MORE" And then journal what you hear.

«Using the Commitment Card, ask God to help you discarn how you might generoutly extend Christ’s lave to
experience MORE.

FAMILY TABLE TALK

Each week these questions and experiences are pravided for you to flourish as a family. Use them to guide your
conversations at dinner through the week.

Head: What does it mean te "make rocm” for God in our lives before we make room in a building?
Heart: When do you feel most peaceful or cloze to God?

Hands: Brainztorm a few ways our family could create space for God this week? (Like praying together, resting fram
busy schedules, or giving something te help others. What efse can you dream up?)

Generosity: Why do you think giving to God is part of worship? What could it look like for our family to trust God with
what we hava?



JOURNAL




A FINAL INVITATION

MORE is.not simply about what we are building—it's about who we are
becoming

God has been faithfully shaping St John's for generations. and we believe this
mament is partof that lang stony. The spaces we create today will help form
lives, nurture faith, and welcome people we have not yet met. What we are

daing now |s an act of trust—belleying that God is already at work ahead of us.

This season inwites us to ask @ simple but meaningful guestion:
What does it look like Far me to make reom?
Room for God. Room for others. Room for the future.

TRUSTING GOD’S PROVISION

Throughowt Scripture, God's work has always been accomplished through
willing hearts and faithtul people, Again and again, God invites His people to
participate—because He desires to shape us throwgh trust znd generosity.

Mg we'step forward in MORE, we do so believing that Ged is faithful to provide
what is needed at the nght time. We give not out of fear or obligation, but
with confidence in the God who has always sustained His peopie.

May this season deepen our faith, strengthen our community, and prepare the
way for many more to-be known by God,




“NOW.TO HIM

WE ASK OR
IMAGINE...”

YOUR NEXT STEPS

EVERY PERSON HAS A PLACE IN MORE.
NOT EQUAL GIFTS—BUT SHARED
FAITHFULNESS.

WE INVITE YOU TO TAKE THESE STEPS
PRAYERFULLY AND INTENTIONALLY:

PRAY COMMIT JOIN

Ask God to guide your heart and Discern how God is inviting you to Participate fully in the fife of the

clarify your next step. Pray for respond—through consistent church during this seazon. Worship,

wisdom, unity, and trust as we move generosity, a specific commitment, serve, invite others, and walk

forward together. or a first step of faith. Let your alongside one another as God forms
response be shaped by gratitude and us together.

trust, mot pressure.



MORE

Creating space so more people can be known by God.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how God may
be inviting you to participate in this season. We are
grateful to walk this journey together—trusting that
God is faithful, present, and already at work amang us.




