ALDER HEY CHILDRENS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 

Chief Clinical Perfusionist


INTRODUCTION

Alder Hey has an exciting opportunity for a Chief Clinical Perfusionist to join a major Paediatric Cardiac Centre and provide strong and dynamic Leadership within Perfusion, alongside our team of Cardiac Surgeons and supporting departments.

The Chief Clinical Perfusionist will provides strong organisational leadership, clinical and professional perfusion services to the multi-disciplinary team. The individual will hold Paediatric experience and ensure continuity of the perfusion service through all clinical areas and that all policies, protocols and clinical practices are maintained and adhered to. They will develop perfusion services and create a clear strategy and vision for the future, aligned with the Trust 2030 vision. They will manage delegated resources efficiently within devolved financial responsibilities as part of the Trust’s financial standard financial instructions.

THE TRUST

Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust is one of Europe’s biggest and busiest children’s hospitals providing care for over 200,000 children and young people each year. It is one of only four stand-alone paediatric trusts in UK and is staffed by 2,800 employees.

Alder Hey offers 20 specialist services including being the designated national centre for Craniofacial Surgery and a Centre of Excellence for Paediatric Oncology, Cardiac Surgery, Cardiology, Neurology and Orthopaedics. It is a teaching hospital and trains 550 medical and 400 nursing students each year.  A child and adolescent mental health service is also provided with an in-patient unit based at the Trust.  Recent expansion has seen the provision of additional theatres (there are 13 operating Theatres in total) and the opening of a new Neurosciences development. 

Alder Hey serves not only the children of Liverpool but is the tertiary referral centre for children from Merseyside, Cheshire, parts of Lancashire, Shropshire and North Wales for many sub-specialties of paediatrics.  The Trust provides a range of community services including school nursing, home carers and a child development centre. The hospital has over 300 beds, including day beds for surgery, a medical day care unit and Emergency Decision Unit.  

A purpose-built Education Centre is situated on the hospital site and is available for all postgraduate educational activity.

THE DEPARTMENT

The Cardiac Unit
The cardiac surgical unit at Alder Hey is one of the SAC approved national centres for congenital cardiac surgical training. This is an exciting time to join the Cardiac Department at Alder Hey Children’s NHS Foundation Trust.
 
The Alder Hey Cardiac Unit is a major referral centre and is the Paediatric Cardiac Surgical Centre for children with all forms of heart disease from Merseyside, the Northwest Region, North and Mid Wales and the Isle of Man, with a catchment population of approximately 7.5   million people. Referrals are received from the Greater Manchester area from the cardiology centre at Central Manchester Foundation Trust. The unit also takes responsibility for increasing numbers of older patients, with congenital heart disease, as they progress through adolescence to adulthood.

The Northwest congenital program is one of three largest in UK and the largest outside London. The paediatric program last year has performed about 415 indexed, nationally auditable operations which was largest outside London. The cardiac unit performs up to 450 to 500 cardiac surgical procedures and over 30 pectus & chest wall operations per year. Alder Hey cardiac unit is also a nationally designated respiratory ECMO centre. Alder Hey is also one of the three commissioned centres in England to provide pectus surgery and the only children’s hospital. 

The cardiac team is made up of consultant surgeons (4), cardiologists (13), cardiac liaison nurses (8) and specialised intensive care, anaesthetic, radiology and nursing support. It is one of the principal departments in one of the largest children’s hospitals in Europe. 

Patients are seen with various heart conditions which include all complex forms of congenital heart disease in neonates including hypoplastic left heart syndrome. Alder Hey has fully equipped dedicated operating theatres with their own specialist staff and a fully equipped catheter room with bi-plane angiography and multi-channel recording facilities. There is one dedicated cardiac theatre with five fixed operating days (three sessions each) every week. There is a second cardiac theatre with two additional operating days (two sessions every Monday and alternate Wednesdays).

All cardiac patients, both medical and surgical, are cared for on a dedicated cardiac unit or the High Dependency Unit. The cardiac unit shares the facilities of a 21-bed intensive care unit with an average cardiac occupancy of 10 beds in the unit and also has access to beds on the High Dependency Unit.  


Profile of Liverpool

Liverpool is an old established port city which has experienced major revitalization in recent years. The city is a cosmopolitan and vibrant centre for industry and commerce.

The city of Liverpool is compact and is served by excellent links to both the motorway network and rail services. It is within easy reach of Liverpool and Manchester airports. Most of its suburbs are within 30 minutes traveling of the city centre.

The city has historically been a centre for the arts and sport. Liverpool’s theatres, concert halls, museums, and art collections are nationally acclaimed. Art galleries include the Walker and Tate. The Philharmonic Hall is home to the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra. The city is also alive with a huge variety of independent theatre groups, musicians, and artists and of course famous for “The Beatles”.  

As well as its two premiership football teams, Liverpool is home to a first class county cricket and top-level rugby union. The Grand National has made Aintree racecourse world renowned. The city also has unrivalled facilities for participative sport at all levels. 

Liverpool is rightly famous for its two cathedrals, but it is also home to two major universities with a rich and varied academic community. The city can offer a range of excellent schools in both the independent and state sectors. 

The city’s recent renaissance, centered around the re-development of the docks and inner city, has also made Liverpool a centre for tourism with millions of visitors each year coming to enjoy the city and the surrounding area. Liverpool is within easy reach of the national parks of North Wales, the Peak District, and the Lake District, as well as the Lancashire and Welsh coasts and historic cities such as Chester and Lancaster.


