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Plowshares

Thank you for standing
with veterans.

Woar causes wounds and suffering that last beyond
the battlefield. Our mission is 1o sUpport veterans as
they navigate the challenges of post-military lite, and
to prevent and end veteran homelessness through
wrap-around care and informed advocacy.

Learn more at:

WWW.SWORDS-TO-PLOWSHARES.ORG

QUR QFFICES

SAN FRANCISCO OAKLAND

VETERANS CEMTER VETERANS CEMTER

1060 Howard SErdéet 330 Franklin Street, Suite 100
San Francizes, CA 94103 Oakland, CA 94607

(415) 252-4T88 (510) Bd4-7500

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICE

A0 Van Mess Ave, Suite 313

San Francisco, C& 94102

Follow us on social media;

@VETSHELPINGVETS

MO g

Meeting-the Moment

Any generation, lasting stabilify.

25 years after 9/11 Strengthenmg the Path Bevand the Front Door

Leaming from Diving into Stories of Stability

a Mew Era Houwsing Ac and Community



Letter from
Tramecia

Immediate crisis shouldn't last.
The stability we help build should.

in the aftermath of the September lith attacks, a new generation of
veterans emerged and camde home 1o country ready 1o colebrate
tham. Yellow rnbbons, airport applause, bipartisan televised tnbutas —
the goodwill was real. But goodwill isn't the same as tangible support,
and the post-201 generation learmed that the hard way.

Like the veterams before them, they carried wounds that aren't easily
seen: PTSD, traurmnatic brain injury, toxic exposures, and the weight of
micral injury. They also had to navigate the slow grind of the VA in
racaiving healthoare and banefits, and the difficulty of translating
their experiences to the civilian world. They had to fight for their
stability as hard as any generation before them, often one VA appeal,
one job interview, one housing application at a time. That fight is what
shapes our work at Swords, and the stories and programis you'll read
absout in this edition of fnside Swords,

awords to Plowshares has greeted vaterans from avary era through
our doors — some in crisis, some just starting to rebuild — and we've
learned the same lesson again and againc beyond attention or kind
sentiment, veterans need reliable community-based sendces that
address the root causes of instability,

Our goal has always been to build a future for viterans where an
argaruzation like Swords 15n't necassary. Lntil that day comes, weall
keep doing what we've done for over 50 years: showing up fast, and
making sure our support goes beyond the crisis.

Sinceraly,

& j‘m.mm; i‘j{L'l LA

Tramecia Garner
Executive Director
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Veterans After 9/11 Umtawiﬂg the po s
Post-9/11 Generation

Approximately 4.4 million veterans make up the post-9/11 generation,
representing 28% of the total population of former U.S. service members.
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lives with at least one
mental health condition

~437%

live with a service-
connacted disability

Since 9/11, more service members have died at home E{y.suicidg than in combat.

At Swords — 4 Wave 'DINEM @ Veterans Center Visits Unsheltered / Temp. Housing

- . 12060
Ower the past five years, traffic at our

Veterans Centers has nearly quadrupled — .
weberans come to connect with resources, L

use us as a stable mailing addrass, shara
mials, and find community, Ard the
number of post-9/11 veterans who are
unsheltered or in temporary housing has GO0 ¥

climbed nearly 200%.
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Singg 2020, nparly 0% oF tha votorarns
Wi BErve are post- ara. 200
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Of post-9f1 veterans served in 2025 FLER 2022 2023 H024 2008

55% reported having PTSD or treumatic
braim injury. Post=%11 velevans served and in crisis, FY21=-FY25
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Wihan bMike beft the rodit@ry: e fibed & VA disabalry clam
and was denied. Without the support he expected after
sarvice, he eventually tound himsalt solated: sometimes
in jail, struggling with substances, and living in his car,

For Mike, being a Marine didn’t end when he
took off the uniform.

E_Z-;‘;-r'lnl‘:-._’:lu'lg with Swords o Flowshargs was a TUrreng
point

In 2023, Mike moved into Swords” housing and began
rebuilding his stability. He became a familiar prasence

Mike joined the Marine Corps in August 20010, Just weeks later, the September
lth attacks changed the course of the country and his military service. Mike
wis deploved to rddg as a motor technician in support of Operations n-:_'lur'l'lg
Fregdam and lrag Freadom. The bonds he made with fellow Mannes wers
wihat made the experience worth it for hirm: *l would have died for my brothers
and sisbers. We'd do anything tor each other.”

among fellow residents, focused on finding employment
anc [-:_':-nl::llr'.g 10 his passion tor motorcycles

Still, nearly two decades after leaving the Marines, Mike
continues to live with the consequences of his discharge
status and is actively working with Swords' legal team to
EAEFTLArT 1T

Today, Mike still finds purpoese in the connection he valued in the military. He
IS @t Swords” Macoo May Apartments on Ingasung |skand, wihere hé has
flourished, leading a weakly motorcycle meet-up called Throttle [sland, which
b”nas fallow riders and vetarans Iw:lgl'.!lhi.‘r. “When | see my Marnneg brothers and sisters, I;i"ur_:',r ask
hiow | can still have an OTH. How can | not be going ta the
WA wat?®, Mike says. "Theay still see me as part of the

team. Why doesn't the government?”

But his path home was far from easy.

“We expect certain things will all be good, but
nothing is handed to us. You have to fight.”

Mike's story isn't over — it's one of perseverance and
what becomes possible when veterans have a stable
home and & community that stands beside them,
Wil tranring at IwnEnTyming Palms in th Mogane Desert, Mike hell fraar &

five=ton combat vehicle and dislocated his shoulder. When he scught medical
attention, Mike was told to wait it out by higher-ups: “Thay said, youll get help
wien you get to the VA" words that have rang through his ears to this day,

Mike's injury never truly healed, leading
him to use marijuana to cope with the
pam — which lasoed s entire teme in
service and led to stress over his = :
Having a home has led me

towards the growth I needed to

parformandce. While overseas, he was
caught using. Due to the Departrment
of Defense's zero tolerance drug palicy,
Mike fecdidad an Cther Than
Honorable (OTH) discharge, limiting his
accass to many of the banafits and

heal. It's also brought me the
community I needed to feel
like myself, after a long time
of feeling lost and down.”

Meet

Mike Regacho

sarvices he was promised

U5, Marine Corps, 2001-2005
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Meet

AJ Marinaccio

Growing up in Concord, A] had the kind of childhood that seems to be
disappearing, spending his days outside and care-free, coming home when

the streetlights turned off.

The first time he recalls feeling unsate ended up
defining a huge part of his life: “*September 11th,
AO0L | was in I'||,Eh sehaal, | couladn™t Beleeee what |
was wakching.”

A, ke riany Service members al his peneration,
was inspired to join the military after that tragic,
historic avent. "l didnt want to shoot a gun or
take a life, so | thought the Air Force would be nmy
best option.”

A quickly farmed bonds with others whao
anlisted; ha recalls that once Boot camp started,
there was never a moment when he felt alone, It
was special and | think it was an energy I'd follow
later in life.” 4

U.S. Air Force, 2003-2004

A= time In the Air Force was cut shorter than he
expected when his position as a firetruck
mechanic was restructured and placed in another
branch. He was told hi'd have O Sign a now
contract with the LS. Army if he wanted to rernain
i his position, and |c|||1ir'|E thia .ﬂ.rm'rr rrsEant hm.una
to hold a gun. AJ ultimately decided against
signing, noting, "It felt ike the opportunity to serve
wis taken away from me.”

Page B

“Swords made me feel like I was a veteran.”

1 wns trying 1o get my life on rack. | wasg unemphoyed and
living im my friend’s garage at the time; the kids were with
thair mom. One day. | was looking at job postings on
Craigslist, and that's where | first learned about Swords.”

In 2009, Swords was piloting a new praogram with PGAE in
an ermerging industny: solar energy. The pathway program
aimed to connact vaterans with aducation and vocational
training that would lead them to full-time positions in
solar, &) was one of the first veterans to participate,

Al waith his linrdda, Katie

10 rmonths of training turmed into & successiul career for
Al °l needed change and hope, and this opportunity was
Just that. I'va rade the "solar coaster” for 16 yaars,” he
QUi

Bawond a carger that led b 1o build confidencs and
stability for himself and his family, connecting with Swords
was & way for him to gain back the camaradarna with
fellow service members, which he lost so suddenly. Mow,
he's inspired to give back to others.

“That program made me a part of the group again, and my shoulders weren't
drooped anymore. I want to share my story so more veterans, like me, make the step
to connect with support and with each other.”
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The Long

Homecoming

Before 9/11

A commmunity of
changemakers solidifies.

stand Downs start as a nse
against homelessness, and
Gulf War-era veterans fuel
Wilves of veleran advoCacy.
Im the 80s, Swords helps
astablish the Maticnal
Coalition for Homeless
Vietaerans (MCHY) and the
Caltorma Assocation of
WVEbaran Servec e -ﬁg{“'r'll:":llﬂ'ﬁ_
bringing advocates
togather in owr shared work
10 support underserved
watarans.

2005

Besponding 1o the needs of
post-9001 veterans.

awards estabdishes a Policy
departiment, tasked with
increasing awaranass of the
1SS0S arnd reeds o
undersernved vaterans within
Iugluli_'ul:u:": and lavals of
goverment. This Policy
departmeant also educates
the broader publes on Thia
I RrSIlyY, ipEradnces, and
sterectypes that are
connacted to the vetaran
population in the LLS,

mh“m‘_'hl
Mielicag l-'nn:lr._,_

2007

A scandal gets the
COUnLTy's aneniion.

The Washington Post's
exposds on soqualid,
neglected care at Walter
Heed Arry Medical Center
force out Army leadership,
and withen a wirar, awerhaul
how the military evaluates
wounded troops. Rara
proal that a fast fod s
possible — whein
everyone’s watching

2008

A popular,
biparisan win.

The past=23/11 Gl Bl
replaces a flat stipend with
full twition, housing, and a
family-transierabbe banadit

Swords and NCHY push for
federal housing support,
bringing vetarans’ voices to
thix f_::'lglllﬂll {:ﬂr‘gr-&ﬁﬁ
ApPrOYES L e et [t iely] @l
HUD=\A5H vouchers, which
combineg I1r_:-|,|5inE and
suppartive services for
vatarans Dil'ﬂ-DriEl"IE-l'lﬂ
r':1u$||'|5 nstabality. HLUL-
VASH has helped reduce
vataran homelessness n
the LS by 56% from 2008
to 2025,

Following the September l1th attacks,
public attention on veterans surged,
faded, and surged again.

2011

New funding to house
vererans and their families.

The Supportive Senices for
Veteran Families [ 55VF)
program begins, a federal
PFGErarm that grants
veteran-serving nonprofits
Fl_.ndl":E: tor rapid rq_'-|1-;,:||_|5|:1E:_
eviction prevention, and
short=term rental
AssIstance. It ams o
previEnt homelessnass
from happening. Swords is
ona of the first nenprofits
authorized as an 53VF
provider

2014

A scandal, a fast fix, and a
higger problem.

The Phaoenix VA™S hidden
waitlist scandal costs the Wi
Secretary his job and
producEs an OV
program that sends veterans
to private cara, By 2018, that
pateh hardens into the
MISSION Act's parmanent
and |‘:'.'|_‘:'-|::-c|:_‘:-:_|r‘“:'I||'|3
COMMUnItY Chng’ system —
which funmels $30+ billion
annuadly to the private
gector, Community care is
adopted without the

serutiny it desendaes

Fage 8

Yet, no matter how powerful these bursts of

awareness were, veterans have had to justify and

prowe their right to the benefits and dignity they

earnad. In our dual rele as service provider and

advocate, the unique history attached to the

post=3/11 ara is one we continue to learn from.

2015-ongoing

The ‘had paper’
fight continues.

Swords petitions the VA to
stop permanently barring
vaterans with less than
honorabie -:'Ilﬁl:h.’irg-:_'rﬁ Iram
benefits. Mine years and a
lawesunt later, thee WAS rul ng
comes out in 2024, 1t
opens eligibility for an
@stmated 25000
Marans — But ot's shill &
requiremeant to individualby
prove that service-relatad
injuries ar irauma resulted
in thair Other Than
Honorabde o |$|:h::rt:-._"r

2022

Persistence
pays off.

The PACT Act is signed into
o, exopaancing WA
healthcare and benafits for
WRTEFANS eposed 1o U
pits and other toxing, Post-
M vatarans had fought
hard for this bill, and its
impact goes beyond their
BEnaration IS the I:_]rglz:w.!
VA Baenalits EXpansIon In
30 wears, finally providing
compansation for
conditions endured by Guif
War=-era vaterans as well.
SINCE 1TS aclophion, Thl WA
has approved nearly 2.5
rovlllian PACT Act disabality
clains
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Today: Attention has moved on.
The need hasn't.

Progress has stalled in housing (veteran
homelessness fell just 1% in the latest VEIER), Even
as the target population ages, Ower B0% of HUD-
WASH voucher holders are seniors.

Raal pathways now exist that didn’t betare for
vaterans navigating the Vi benefits and clairns
process, but it’s an uphill battle with the burden of
proat suill sitting gnbrghy with the veteran

Within mental healthcars, a workforce shortage
and staffing cuts have the VA sending over
B00.000 referrals a year to cutside providers, yet
virterans still wait months for an appaintment. 1t's
procf the VA can't meet the need alone, and the
community-based mental haalth systemn it's
Icunmg on 15 chramcally underfunded oo

The pattern holds: crises that draw public
AtEEATIGH D Lo g focEd Tast, Sometimes too
fast. The guiet, chronic problems only mowve
because argamzations like Swords kaep pushing
leng after the story fades, 25 yvears after 9/11, that's
still the work

Bronecionm Tenskivg,

PLEASE JOIN US IN
_ CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
//': TERANS %f
B N
= - . : SAN
FRANCISCO,
CA

JULTA
MORGAN
BALLREOOM

FORMED BY
COMMUNITY

Swords to Plowshares invites you to our 30th Annual Veterans Day Celebration. We'll come
together to recognize the generation of men and women called to service after 211 and the
|'liﬁ|‘lE-‘$'[ advocates for our nation's veteran COMMrmaIrity,

Scan to buy tickets or explore sponsorship & other giving opportunities.

W SHORDS-TO-PLOWSHARES. ORGAVYDIC/A30
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Advocacy that
Adds Up

Bringing veterans’ voices and experiences to the right rooms
1s our best strategy.

This sumrmer, our advocacy work pushed California to dedicate funding for programs Swords and our partners

in CAVSA (California Association of Veteran Service Agencies) have spent over 30 years building and
prormating Oz win stancds out & continuation of aur Permanent SUppartnmg hl;:u._‘c.lr"ug plot,

o Housing Stability That Sticks

A roof lmn't always encugh for older veterans and
those with complex needs. That's the insight
Badimnd our !'u:}u._*.lr‘“:_g palat, whach launchaed in 2023
and embeds peer support, mental health care,
transportation, and independenca-building
services directly into 12 permanent supportive
housing sites across California.

The results speak for themselves:

housing retention rate among
participants — ."|.I||.'1t:.':|-.’_“|¢ rdl gains
in health and connection.

Swords brought those interim findings straight to
the Capital in March, and the Governor's budget
responded this July with $7 million to continue
the pilot, sustaining services for these vaterans,
Frudry ADowE SEe D0 Aret Wino v CHpRErEnced
chronic homelessness.

“The pilot demonstrates the difference
between temporary relief and lasting stability,

says Amy Fairweather, director of policy at Swords. “This latest investment means weterans across the state
wWon't lase services thay rely one Mow we Bhave 8 year 1o Bunld thie case foir |'r'|;'|k:|'|g this permanent”

He joined the ULS. Army Reserve at 19, following his
father's path, I'|-;‘,'-|:j:||r“|E'l rmiliGary Sendice would Bive P
direction. For a while, it did. °| felt like | was part of a
team, semathing bigger than mysall,” he says.

But as a young. Black, gay senvicemember during
“Don’'t Ask, Don't Tell,” he faced racism and
haarassrmeEnt withan his unit, He left the malitary
carmying wounds that didn't show up on any
discharge papensark,

Mauwrice moved to San Francisco in his early
twaenties, drawn by the crty's LEETL) community and
hoping to find the belonging he'd been searching for.
But without a support system in the Bay Araa, ha
eyeled through shelters and transitional housing
while working restaurant jobs, trying to piece
togethar stability.

He had heard about Swords through word of mouth,
but almost didn't walk in. " didn’t know where | stood
as a service member” he says of his first visit to the
Michael Blacker Vetarans Center. | kept walking back
and larth outside belors ::sk:ng for hlp.”

Meet
Moaurice Sanders

Onee he did, things started to shift, He connected
with a therapist and was later disgnosed with PTSD as
a result of military sexual trauma. The diagnosis gave
language to what he'd carried for years. “The
diagnosis gave me the affirmation to say, Yes, | am a
veteran.™

Therapy gave him a foundation to heal Housing carme
Pelects i A02E, Maunce moved nto Swords’ Macao
May Apartrments. With a stable place to live, he could
focus on schodl for the first time. He kapt up with
therapy and peer support groups, where hearing
other veterans® stories helped him sea he wasn't
alome,

“The staff and peers at Swords helped me learm from
rmy mistakes. | knew | could check in with therapy; |
had something to lean on. | had people to talk to.”
Taday, Maurice fills his apartment with music, walks
through Treasure Island's parks, and enjoys reading. In
June 2026, he earned an aszociate degree in Social
and Behavioral Sciences from City College of San
Francizco. He's now aiming for a career in retail
managament and a bachelor's degrae

“Housing feels like safety,” he says. “It's a healthy thing to focus on, my own personal space.
I stay out of trouble. I feel good about myself”
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Advocacy that Adds Up

e A New Home is on the Way

The Keys Turn
on Van Ness Ave

An update on San Francisco's
newest affordable housing site
available solely to veterans.

This Decembar, after nearly two years of financing,
community engagement, and rehabilitation, our
residential site at 1035 Van Mess Avanue will Clear
its final inspection — the last step before 124
veterans can begin calling it homae.

This housing development comes at a critical time.
In Calitarma, vaterans txpd;-rlur'.-!;ing homelessnaess
are increasingly older adults who requirg supportive
gervices o remain stably housed and avoid costhy
institutional care or returns to homelessness. Tha
typical Rousing resident at SWwords 1$ over age 55,
living on less than $1.200 per month, and managing
ona of more sarvice-related health conditions.

With the building s&t to be certified in Decembear,
virterans reforred 1h:'r_'|ugh VA Supporinag | |I:}I,.|:‘;Ir1E
{VASH) and the city’s Coordinated Entry System will
Begin sigming leasas this winter and into spring
20027, with a goal of 95% occupancy by aarky 20027,

The building, by the numbers:

124 studio apartments

each with a private bathroom and kitchenatte

22,000 square feet of shared space

thres COurtyands, COmmunity |ounges,
wllness offices, lvundry rooms

24/7 front desk coverage

and on-site case managers, mantal haatth
clinicians, and peer specialists

Daily meals prepared

by Project Open Hand and Centro Lating de
San Francisco

$44 million rehabilitation

funded through State Homakey+ grants, city
lamns. nr:rlg:_r fin.eln-:_::ng and private
philanthropy

A COMMUNITY EFFORT

This project reflects a strong public—nonprofit
partnership dedicated to vataran wellbaing and
|'||:‘;-|,.|$|r'“|g SOLNTY, A% Wi Flar up fer an exCIlng M
chapter, we share our gratitude to our partners:

= California Department of Veterans Alfairs
+ Ca Department of Housing and Community

Development (HCD) Homekay+ Program

San Francisco Mayor's Office of Housing and
Community Developmant

San Francisco Department of Homelessnass
and Supportive Housing

Housing Accelerator Fund (HAF)

Home Depot Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Conway Farmily Foundation

Williarm G, lrwin Foundation

piy Pearts

¢ Vealls Fargs
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o Community Spotlight

Wells Fargo

Some forms of support are
measured in impact. Others are
measured in consistency over time.

Owver the years, Wells Fargo and the Wells Fargo
Foundations support of Swords to Plowshares has grown
inte a consestent and multifaceted relationship —
spanning philanthropic investments, volunteer-powered
projects, event sponsorships, and corporate matching
gifts from Wells Farge employees who choose 1o suppornt
Bay Area veterans year after year. Since 2018, that
commitment totals to more than $700.000 in giving

But numbers alone don't capture what
this impact means for the veterans we serve.

This year, Wells Fargo is helping us open the doors to our
newest permanent supportive housing site at 1035 Van
Ness Ave, In September 2025, the Wells Fargo
Foundation contributed a $200,000 grant toward the
acquisition of the building. It was a critical gift to move
thie project forwand and advancs our massion to craate
stable, dignified housing for those who have served.

Trgd 00 forrm, Wells .‘:ﬂ:'g:_‘:- IS st 5!1:‘_:-'.'.'|r'|g up with 1|,.|r"||:i|r".g: Ty $!m'.'.r|r'|g up N peErsor. AL the end of Detober, as
final rencvations wrap up, a group of passionate Wells Fargo volunteers will roll up their sleeves onsite, assemibling
furniture and tending to the grounds so everything is ready when veterans begin moving in this December.

“Feterans gave everything in service to this country, the least we can do is make sure they
have a place to call home,"

Says Kaly FitZsimmons, Executnmg Director, Fhitanthropy and Cl:_‘:-l'nr':"n,lr1|1',' Irmpact, Wells F:E'IrEI'_'I 'Hl:‘;-uslﬁg sooEss and
affordability is one of our core philanthropic priorities, and Swords to Plowshares’ work with veterans is a powerful
axample of that priority in action. The opening of M35 Van Ness represants an important step in expanding
opportunities for veterans in the Bay Area”

AS Wi prepang to weltorme the hirst resicdents at 1035 Van Mess, we're deeply gratetul for Wiells Fargos suppart ancd
understanding that ending veteran homelessness takes more than a single gift. It takes a commitment to showing
up, connecting with the populaticn, and matching resources with community-driven solutions.
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Meet
Kembolyn Leighton

Under Kembolyn's soft smile is a boisterous ability to
commandeer a conversation toward her favorite topic —

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit.

“There's someathing abouwt crime shows I'm drawm
to; its not just empathizing with the victim It's
wﬂl:-:l'ung the process af JUSICE wrdald.”

Az a Black woman vataran, Kembalyn has had ta
come up with her own understanding of justice.
“Growing up, | was used to discrimination. Being
i the rilitary dicdn’t change that.” she recalls,
aften entering rooms where she was the only
woman. Her eight years of service hald a kot of
memaories that carry weight to this day.
Kembolyn's experiences with militany sexual
trauma (MST) and racial discrimination led to a
mental breakodown, one she says pushed her oul
aof the militany

“It's hard to be & wornan, but ' proud of how
I've proven myself, in how I've overcome what I've
haed B0,

At 18 years ald, the LLS. Nawvy was har way out of
Texas and toward opportunity. She ended up
staticned in Hawail, where she was part of the
team that cleanad up the former training ground
Filale ! |:‘;-|:]|1'||:3:||:'|E: g on Kahoolawe 1Ssland,

e Feteran Stortes

Ciue to its lack of fresh, running water and risk of
stepping onto a forgotten explosive, she asserts,
I e Sawe combat, But | was ahviy's in SO
form of danger.®

Whin she left the military, Kembolyn was
focused on strangthening her independence. But
navigating PTSD for yoars on her own provied
difficult, and she found herself living on the
straats of San Francisco, using alcohol to cope. A
vigit to the VA introduced her to Swords to
Plaweshares in 2004, “The first thing | needad was
a mailing address, thats why | went to Swords.
Then mone doors opened.”

With Swords' housing and lagal support,
Kembalyn has overcome homelessness and
gained necessary disability income. Critically,
with a Swords attorney, Shi proved hir F1TS0
from MST iz service connected. ° tried to apply
for a dizability claim on my own, but that was
denied, Swords was able to comnvinee the VA my
axpariences ware legitimate.”

Currgntly living at our SoMa housing site,
‘feterans Commons, Kembolyn has settled into a
place whare she feals fully accapted.

“With all my own
ups and downs, it's

been Swords that has
consistently treated
me with respect.”

@ connunity spotlight

Keeping His Fight Alrve

For Trish Bare, being a monthly donor to Swords means
continuing the legacy of her late husband, Gordon ‘Gordy’ Erspamer.

Gordy passed away in 2014, leaving behind a lasting
impact in the courtroom and in the lives of many
VETEFANS,

A fierco ltigator, Gorely wias & former partrer ot
Marrizon Foerster LLP and a member of Swords’
Board of Directors. Representing veterans was a
personal commitrment for him. Gordy's father, 8 Warld
War Il veteran, passed away from leukermia related to
radiation exposure in Bikini Atoll. The WA denied his
servic@-connechion clam, and when hé passed away,
also denied his wife's claim for benefits. This injustice
drove Gordy to use his legal prowess to improve the
Vi& for veterans like his father,

Gordy was passionate about expanding benefits for
veterans exposed to toxing and radiaticn, as well as
improving the WA's mental healthcare systern through
legal advocacy.

Gordy’s 2007 lawsuit on behalf of veterans exposed a
WA mienital health systerm in erisis: years-long appeal
delays, over 1400 deaths among veterans awaiting
decisions in just six months and an average of 18
veteran suicides a day. Even after courts ruled they
had mo power to intervene, public pressure forced the
VA 1o craate Sucide-pravention coordinators and a
national crisis hotline.

Today, as the VA faces steep staffing cuts, and mental
haalth providers laave in growing numbers, that same
fightt feels far from finished. Gordy's work is a
ramirnder that progress for vaterans isn't permanant
— it has 1o be defended again ard agmin

*I'm wvery happy to continue supporting the work he
believed in 50 passionately,” says Trish. °| know he
would still be doing whatever ha could to help
veterans get the care and justice they deserve. The
least | can do is give someathing to halp Swords
continue that fight.”

If, hic Trigh, wou want 0o kesp & loved one's
COmMMItment 1o vaterans alive, consider
joining our Frontline monthhy donor
community. Pleass scan the QR codes




