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Time of ‘deep’ discussions on paradigms

Flanders is doing the wrong thing, says 
hydrologist Willems. “We have to tear 
down the dikes to avoid flooding”.
And what about the dykes in your brain?

Too dry in summer, too wet in winter

Cllimate change makes rains intenser and 
more persistent, and droughts harder and 
longer. It’s time for new answers?



Time of ‘deep’ discussions on paradigms



Time of ‘deep’ discussions on paradigms

Where do we stand, after 50 years of 
environmental consciousness, 40 years 
striving for sustainability …

In a society where economic GDP-growth 
seems the main goal?





Planetary boundaries: life supporting systems

“Safe operating space” 

9 boundaries researched, 
7 clearly beyond the safe zone





Example tipping point: AMOC Warm Gulfstream



Oxfam 
report 
 Is radical 
change 
possible 
without 
change of 
system?



2022: Limits to Growth, 50 years later



Figure 1 

The Lancet Planetary Health 2023 7e759-e769DOI: (10.1016/S2542-5196(23)00174-2) 

With current 
‘green growth’ 
policies, it wil 
take 212 years 
before high-
income 
countriesreach 
net zero

What about 
decoupling? (between 
GDP-growth and resource use 
& pollution)



Only working on efficiency doesn’t work: Rebound effects

People insulating houses 
becoming less attentive on 

turning off the heating…



Recent example: mobility system: more cars, bigger cars, more kilometers …

Technological efficiency gains are lost due to: 
- business strategy (focus on SUVs) 
- Consumer behaviour 
-> electric car the solution?



Recent example: mobility system

Trees for tires: electric cars, saving 
the climate by killing the planet?



How much is enough? 
Sufficiency 
 
Systemic approach: how can benefits 
in efficiency and sufficiency reinforce 
each other? 
 
A Good Life for All while equitable 
decreasing flows of energy & 
resources





TRIODOS NL Headquarters: demountable and modular – made from sustainable and recycled materials. 
Imagine the unthinkable: what if, within 10 years, all buildings were required to be constructed in this way?  
 



Concrete: how 
much is enough? 
-> selling as much as 
possible cars? 
OR 
-> ensuring the right 
on mobility? 



Care Economy: basic needs instead of preferences

Wellbeing Economy 
1. Respect Planetary Boundaries 
2. Focus on basic needs instead of consumer 

preferences 
3. Strive for a fair distribution of resources, 

income and wealth 
4. Emancipation requires so much more than 

material consumption 
5. This requires new governance systems: fair, 

transparent and accountable 
Economic growth is no longer an objective





Thinking in terms of systems:
Provisioning systems focused 
on basic needs

Universal Basic Services

Role of state, market and citizens 
(commons):
demarketization, 
decommodification in crucial 
sectors

Core concept = provisioning systems







Sufficiency is about 
infrastructures: material, 
institutional but foremost 

mental





The Imagination Challenge: An 
Attractive 

Economy of Enough

How would a sufficient Stockholm 
look like?

How can we design and create it?



What the caterpillar calls the end, the rest of the world calls a butterfly  Lao Tze


