


SYMBOLS
Cave art is among the 
earliest form of graphic 
communication. In the 
earliest of  images from 
as far back as the Ice 
Age, we see  mostly 
geometric signs mixed 
with a few 
representational shapes.





What shapes do 
you recognize?



People from all 
different continents 
have used symbols to 
communicate stories 
and meanings.



AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL 
SYMBOLS



NATIVE AMERICAN SYMBOLS



Kente Cloth is a woven textile 
traditionally made and worn in Ghana. 

The colors and patterns have
special meanings.



What kind of symbols do we use to communicate
in modern-day America?





WEST AFRICAN 
ADINKRA SYMBOLS



Notice the use of PATTERN and REPETITION in this Adinkra Cloth design.





Imagine what modern day Adinkra Cloth would look like!




