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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School,

Tēnā koutou katoa me ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,


Thank you to Kim Westgate and the PTA for co-ordinating another successful movie night at the Vic. I am sure the kids enjoyed 
the opportunity at the end of a busy, yet productive term.  


Student Learning Conferences will take place next term: Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 April. The school will be closed from 
12:50pm on Tuesday. If your child is staying at school and requires supervision, please email the school office. This is an 
important and valuable opportunity for you and your child to discuss their transition and how they have settled into their new 
class environments, as well as celebrate their success to start the year. In addition, it may also serve as an opportunity to set 
some realistic goals for the remainder of the year. I will be circulating the grounds during both days; however, if you would like 
to see me, please pop into the office and I will make myself available. Details on how to book a conference were posted to Hero 
and published in the last newsletter.


As this is my last newsletter of the term, I wanted to acknowledge the ongoing support of our 
parent community throughout the last ten weeks. It has been an extremely positive, energetic and 
fulfilling start to 2026. We could not execute EOTC, Camps, school trips and the number of zone 
days without your contributions and support. It is very much appreciated by me and my team of 
teachers and support staff. Furthermore, I would like to thank all the parents who have put 
themselves forward to coach and manage a Winter sports team.  I am looking forward to 
supporting you and your teams from the sideline throughout terms 2 and 3.


Continuing with a sporting theme, congratulations to our boys and girls futsal teams who 
competed at their respective zone days during the week. Clearly, there is a lot of talent within the 
school. Please read further for the results and photos.  Congratulations also to Margaux Sumner-
Brown, who came 2nd in the Auckland Champs Swimming for both freestyle and backstroke. 
Margaux has also competed on a national level, placing in the top three in all her events, including 
a national title in the 200m backstroke. It is clear that Margaux has an extremely bright future in 
the sport. 
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Having been in many classrooms last week and this week, I am immensely proud of the work ethic, effort, progress and 
achievement of our students. The best part of my job is seeing their faces when they receive certificates, stickers and Principal 
Pins. The citations on their awards also reflect the development of their characters and the way in which they relate to others. It is 
awesome to be a small part of their growth and development. 


Next term we will welcome the Education Review Office to BIS in week 6. The board, SLT and staff are looking forward to the 
opportunity to showcase the strengths of the school and the opportunities we provide our students.  


A reminder that Term 1 ends today, 2 April and Term 2 commences Monday, 20 April. I look forward to connecting with you all next 
term. A reminder of the teacher-only day on Tuesday, 28 April, so the school will be closed for instruction.


Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable break.


Congratulations to these students who received a Principal’s Certificate at this week’s Formal Assembly: Ros Chapman, Reynold 
Gunda, Elyse Hilder, Edward Foster, Max Gao, Beau Vivian, Jamie Loehr, Winter Dustin, Andrea Skelton, Emma Tunstall, Hadley 
Milligan, Alisa Li, Jamie Armour, Mae Wilson, Yijun Kim, Jushya Mahantesh-Gilmore, Jade Valdez, Anisha Anisha, Quinny 
Yeoman, Ling Gong, Reid Myhre


Ngā mihi nui 




Nick Hill 
Principal/ Tumuaki

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Week 1 Mon, 20 April Term 2 Begins

Tues, 21 April Student Learning Conferences - School closes at 12:50pm

Wed, 22 April Student Learning Conferences

Pie Day

Week 2 Mon, 27 April Observing Anzac Day - School will be Closed

Tues, 28 April Teacher Only Day - School will be Closed

Week 3 Mon, 4 May NH Orienteering Zone Day

Tues, 5 May Y7 Boys NH Football Zone Day

Thurs, 7 May Y8 Boys NH Football Zone Day

Week 4 Mon, 11 - Wed, 13 May Coats4Kids Community Drive Collection Days



 

Merit Mentions
Room 1 Maddie Eagles


Dean Harel-Brad

Maddie displays a strong work ethic in all subject areas. She always strives to make personal 
progress and approaches all tasks with a growth mindset.

Dean works diligently across all subject areas. Each day, he brings a positive attitude and 
strives to complete all work to the best of his ability.

Room 2 Rehansa Perera


Seth Fu

Rehansa displays a lot of enthusiasm in the class and actively participates in class. She is not 
afraid to ask for help and I admire her courage. Well done, Rehansa.

Seth has been an asset to the Rakino team. He helps set up the hall chairs with responsibility 
and eagerness. He is motivated to learn Māori words.

Room 3 Finley Johnstone


Xavier Stirling


Finley has shown excellent focus and effort in the last few weeks, particularly in Maths. She 
has made good progress, and has encouraged those around her to achieve well.

Xavier has had an excellent first term at BIS, showing real consistency in his learning, 
behaviour, respect and attitude. He is a real asset to Room 3, Ka pai, Xavier!

Room 4 Marni Horn


Emily Moore


Marni has made an excellent start at BIS, demonstrating resilience, enthusiasm, and a 
willingness to embrace new learning opportunities. You are an asset to Room 4!

Emily is an outstanding class captain who models the school values in demonstrating 
maturity, responsibility, and a highly focused approach to her learning. Kai pai, Emily!

Room 5 Cole Archer


Louise Lancelot

Cole continues to show our school values of integrity and honesty. He is a valued member of 
Room 5 and supports those around him by leading by example. 

Louise shows creativity and excitement in all she does, whether it is on the field or in the 
classroom, she always gives 100%.

Room 6 Zoë Greenhill


Freya Downie


Zoë consistently puts forth exceptional effort in all her classroom endeavours. Her positive 
attitude and kind spirit make her an absolute joy to have in Room 6. Ka pai!

Freya is a kind and helpful student who goes out of her way to support and uplift her peers. 
She approaches every academic challenge with a resilient, positive attitude.

Room 7 Molly Lin


Anna Liu

Molly has made a strong start at BIS, showing determination in her learning. As an ESOL 
learner, she completes her tasks with a positive attitude and always tries her best. 

Anna is a dedicated and kind student who models our school values. She demonstrates 
respect and excellence in her learning and interactions, and is a positive role model.

Room 8 Zoey Schmidt


Pippin Caradus


Zoey has diligently worked on improving her descriptive language techniques this term. Well 
done for looking to expand your vocabulary, keep this going in Term 2!

Pippin has demonstrated excellent collaboration skills in groupwork this term. He shows 
what it is to be a teamplayer and work to a deadline. Well done Pippin!

Room 9 Room 9 Room 9 has had a fantastic Term 1, consistently demonstrating excellence, hard work, and 
dedication in all areas of learning. I am proud of each and every student — well done to 
everyone! Enjoy a well-deserved holiday, and we look forward to an exciting Term 2 ahead.

Room 10 Lou Pondard


George Kennedy


Lou has had a fantastic start at BIS. She has consistently shown exceptional enthusiasm 
towards her learning. She demonstrates the school values in everything she does.

For your hard work and enthusiasm towards your learning. Your positive attitude and 
creativity in which you complete literacy tasks are outstanding. Keep up the good work!

Room 11 Lucy Becker


Ivy-lee Carew

Lucy, for stepping up and showing such great focus during independent work the last few 
weeks. You are a total blast to have in our class and on the sports field, your positive energy is 
infectious!

Ivy, for giving your absolute best in all areas of your work. The incredible effort you have put 
into your independent novel study and your artwork shows true dedication, you are amazing!

Room 12 Frankie Seeque


Joel Wong

Frankie has stepped up and shown terrific effort with her maths. She has been brave with her 
learning and willing to ask questions. Ka pai, Frankie!

Joel, your dedication and enthusiasm to your work is amazing. You demonstrate the school 
value of excellence as you strive for your very best work every day. Well done, Joel.  

Room 13 Ellie Rose Arnold


Wilde Meredith


For a successful start in Room 13, jumping straight into learning and participating in sport with 
eagerness! Well done! 

For the calm energy that you bring to our classroom and for participating in classroom 
discussions, adding value to our learning moments. Keep it up! 



 

Specialist Merit Mentions
Science Claire Knight, Lynda Amosa, Henry Nicholls, 

Arya Fernandes, Leila Fell
Great work on keeping science workbooks up to date.

Food Tech Ciara Walker, Olivia Delaney, Ben 
Kalupahana, Nixon Thompson, Chris Salus, 
Izzy Richardson, Lucia Morrison, Violet 
Wilkinson, Yufei Wang, Estel Chou, Eva 
Barber, Francis Nawaia, Leo Vivian

For their excellent attitude and conscientious approach to all aspects 
of food technology.

Music Leo Fraser, Pippin Caradus, Louis Diaz 
Martin, Minnie Rhodes, Ava Yianakis, Yufei 
Wang, Scheherazade Boow, Arlo White, 
Georgia Wensor, Marlon Petersen, Sonya 
Liang, Charlotte Rataul

For displaying great focus and consistently working hard in music, 
ensuring their ongoing progress while setting a great example for 
others.

Visual Art Isla O’Toole, Harrison Chandler, Andrea 
Skelton, Yuri Aquebay, Hadley Milligan, Nico 
Lampen, Zoey Schmidt, Hugo Nordstrand, 
Winter Dustin

For working productively in art sessions.

Merit Mentions Cont.
Room 14 Kassidy Yuan


George Hua


For being a consistently hard worker who approaches every task with impressive focus and a 
drive to excel. Your respectful nature makes you a role model for her peers. Keep it up!

George approaches every lesson with great enthusiasm and consistently achieves high 
academic standards. Well done, George!

Room 15 Harley McLeay


Irène Alberio


For outstanding dedication to your learning in the classroom. Your positive attitude toward 
every challenge is truly impressive. Congratulations, Harley!

For being a role model of our school values. Your willingness to lend a helping hand and your 
kindness makes Room 15 a better place. Well done, Irène!

Room 16 Zoe Cammock


Zubayr Syed


For consistently putting in a tremendous effort to all school work to ensure excellence is 
attained. Zoe, you are a wonderful student to teach, and your kindness is appreciated by all.

For an outstanding first term. Zubayr, you have worked extremely hard this term. The effort you 
have put into your work hasn’t gone unnoticed. Keep it up.

Room 17 Arya Fernandes


Lulu Burge


Arya pours her heart into everything she does in class. With her radiant positivity and genuine 
kindness, she is a true highlight of Room 17. Great work, Arya!

Lulu is finishing the term strong! I’m so impressed by how much her focus has grown, 
particularly in Maths. I am so proud of you, Lulu!

Room 18 Jahziel David Luga


Liv Gibson


Jahziel shows genuine care for others in class, demonstrating kindness and empathy. His 
positive attitude extends to his class work as he always tries his best. Ka pai!

Liv displays great dedication and hard work; whether it be outside representing the school on 
zone days, serving the school through road patrol, or in class. Ka pai!

Room 19 Henry Collier


Evie Bird


For embracing your new leadership role as Assembly Rangatira with confidence. You 
collaborate extremely effectively with others - well done!

For showing maturity and genuine care for others through your positive actions and attitude, 
consistently demonstrating kindness and empathy.

Room 20 Anders Hobbs


Cleo Topham


For his inquisitive and curious attitude. Anders, you have taken such immense pride in your 
recent homework assignment. Ka pai Anders, I am so proud of you! 

For her consistently positive attitude and lively nature in the classroom. Cleo, you continue to 
bring fantastic energy each day, it doesn't go unnoticed. Keep it up!

Room 23 Taein Kim


Gwenno Smith


Taein produces high quality work independently. She shows responsibility by managing her 
time effectively and paying attention to detail. Ka pai, Taein!

Gwen embraces all that BIS has to offer, both culturally and in sports, while maintaining high 
engagement in her academics. Keep it up Gwen.

Room 24 Lexi Edmonds


Noah Faulkner


Lexi is putting great effort into her work, asking thoughtful questions and showing a strong 
desire to learn through becoming increasingly focused. Well done, Lexi.

Noah consistently engages thoughtfully in class discussions. He demonstrates a genuine 
desire to improve, applying feedback carefully to enhance his learning.



 

School News

Specialist Merit Mentions Cont.
Languages Josh Baddeley, Eloise Gladding, Ruby Moon, 

Olive Nicholls, Saoirse McLeod, Isaac 
Sorensen, Eloise Brown, Sienna Yang, Rose 
Taingahue, Reid Myhre, Maria Okumura, 
Georgia Westgate

Outstanding focus and independence set a brilliant example, leading 
to success for you and your classmates. Keep up the great work! 

加油!

Hard Tech Clara McPherson, Dean Harel-Brad,  Beth 
Reed, Cole Archer, Vincent Lawrence, Enayah 
Maqsud, Marcus Auger, Tahlia Bates, 
Thawdar Han Win, Mackenzie France, 
Isabella Lusty, Hadley Milligan

For doing an awesome job on their projects. Well constructed and 
beautifully presented with accurate marking and quality sanding.

Dance/Drama Wilde Meredith, Sadie Robertson, Arya 
Fernandes, Fletcher Jessop, Zubayr Syed, 
Zoe Cammock, Renee Bi, Zoe Clerke, Coco 
Wang, Leon Hsu, Augie Scovell, Flynn Hunt

For their excellent effort, positive attitude, and great contributions 
during dance and drama lessons. Well done!

ESOL Rain Lee, Yuna Shimizu, Dana Choi, Aria Lin, 
Leon Zhu, Shundai Nakamura

Well done for confidently using idioms in speaking and writing — 
you helped create a positive and enjoyable learning session.

Pie Day is coming! 

Nothing beats a hot pie at lunchtime! 


Order your Jesters pie on Kindo for $7.40 and have it delivered warm to school 
on Wednesday 22 April. And the best part? $1 from every pie goes straight back 

to the school.


Gluten-free pies are available.


Term 2 Student Learning Conferences

1. Term 2 Student Learning Conference Bookings

A reminder that our Term 2 Student Learning Conferences will be held on: 

• Tuesday, 21 April from  1:30pm to 5:30pm  (school closes at 12:50pm)

• Wednesday, 22 April from 3:30pm to 5:20pm


Conferences are not compulsory, so if you are happy with your child’s progress, achievement, and personal development, you 
are not obliged to book a meeting. 


To book a conference time with your child’s teacher, please book via Hero. Bookings close on Monday, 20 April at 12pm. If you 
are outside NZ when booking, the chosen time slot will not be correct. Please 
contact Charlie Vorster for confirmation of your time slot or if you experience any 
problems booking.

 

2. Specialist Bookings

No booking is necessary to visit the specialist rooms. Parents/Caregivers are invited 
to visit these classes during the following times:

• Tuesday, 21 April 1:30pm to 3:30pm

• Wednesday, 22 April 3:30pm to 5:20pm


 

3.ESOL & Enhancement Bookings

A booking is required if you would like to meet with your child’s ESOL or 
Enhancement teacher. These bookings are made manually. Please email Charlie 
Vorster to make a booking, and include the preferred date and time. We will make a 
booking as close as possible to your preference. If this information is not provided, 
no booking can be made.
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Coats4Kids Community Drive 

– We Need Your Support! 


Having a clear out these holidays? Got an excess of 
coats, PJs, blankets, shoes, etc? 


Belmont Intermediate is proud to once again 
partner with Ngā Anahera Pakira – Bald Angels 
Charitable Trust for the Coats4Kids drive, 
supporting tamariki across Auckland and 
Northland.


With the rising cost of living, many whānau are 
doing it tough. Warm clothing helps kids get to 
school and into sport, while basic hygiene items 
support confidence, wellbeing, and everyday 
participation.


🧥 We are collecting donations of warm items this 
year: jackets, coats, socks, sweatshirts, new 
underwear packs, blankets, sheets, and clean 
pillows.


📍 Donation Days: Please drop all donations to the 
school hall from Monday, 11 May until Wednesday, 
13 May (morning) , ready for co l lec t ion 
on Wednesday, 13 May (afternoon).


If you would prefer to contribute financially, you 
can do so via the account or the QR code on our 
poster.


Every contribution - big or small - makes a 
meaningful difference in helping young people feel 
warm, confident, and connected. Learn more on 
t h e C o a t s 4 K i d s w e b s i t e : h t t p s : / /
www.baldangels.org.nz/our-stories-our-people/


Ngā mihi nui for your ongoing support! 


Inspiration at School: 
Lessons from an Olympic 
Kayaker


In March, we had the privilege of 
welcoming Hamish Legarth to speak 
at our assembly.


Hamish shared insights from his 
journey to the Olympic stage, bringing 
the Olympic values to life in a way 
that truly resonated with our students 
and staff. His stories of dedication, 
resilience, and perseverance were 
both engaging and inspiring.


He encouraged our students to give 
everything a go, take opportunities 
when they arise, and lead with 
integrity and respect. 


Our students and staff thoroughly 
enjoyed hearing from Hamish — it 
was a memorable and motivating 
experience! 
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Calling for Newspaper Donations 🗞🎨 


Our students are getting creative in the art room, transforming old newspapers 
into all sorts of art pieces! We would love your support by donating any old 
newspapers you may have at home. These materials provide fantastic 
opportunities for creativity, sustainability, and hands-on learning.


If you have any newspapers to spare, please send them along with your child.

Focus on Maths 🧠➕ 


It has been an exciting time 
for mathematics across the 
s c h o o l , w i t h s t u d e n t s 
engaging in a range of fun, 
challenging, and competitive 
activities.


Our Motuihe (Year 8) students 
recently took part in a 
Blooket challenge focused on 
t imetables wi th in their 
indiv idual c lasses. The 
competition was fierce, with 
students demonstrat ing 
impressive recall and speed. 
The top five performers were 
celebrated at assembly, 
where they were recognised with some fun prizes—well done to all 
who took part!


Meanwhile, some of our Year 7 students experienced the thrill of 
competing on a global stage during the Live Mathletics Day 
challenges as part of World Maths Day. This fast-paced event saw 
them solving mathematical problems in real time against students 
from around the world, requiring both accuracy and quick thinking.


We are incredibly proud to share that our Year 7 cohort placed 10th 
in New Zealand—an outstanding achievement! It was fantastic to 
see their enthusiasm, resilience, and teamwork on display as they 
embraced the challenge.


What a brilliant way to 
celebrate mathematics 
and showcase the talent 
and determination of our 
students!




 

Music 🎶 


Our brand new boys' choir, Treble Makers, 
took to the stage for the very first time this 
week at our Cultural Assembly, and what a 
fantastic debut! It was wonderful to see their 
confidence grow as they performed and kept 
perfectly in time together.


The group had teamed up with our house 
captains to take on the popular Wellerman 
Challenge. This fun (and surprisingly 
demanding!) challenge involves performing 
push-ups and planks in perfect sync with the 
song's beat.


The Treble Makers did an excellent job of 
maintaining the rhythm, and our volunteers 
s h o w e d g r e a t d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d 
sportsmanship with a big win for Brett 
house.


If you’re not familiar with the Wellerman 
Challenge, it’s definitely worth a watch — 
see the link below and give it a go at home: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / s h o r t s /
9rMJabbJCb4


Treble Makers will be open to new members 
next term for any boys who would like to 
give the singing group a go on Tuesday 
mornings 7.30-8.30.

Experiencing the Power of Haka

Yesterday, a group of our BIS Kapa Haka rōpū visited our neighbours at Takapuna Grammar School to experience their whole-
school Haka Challenge.


Sitting front row for a haka performed by more than 1,000 high school students was certainly powerful, but our ākonga watched 
with pride and admiration. It was a valuable learning experience, showcasing what can be achieved through preparation and 
commitment, while also highlighting the importance of whanaungatanga and the strong connections within our local community.


https://www.youtube.com/shorts/9rMJabbJCb4
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Sports

Futsal Glory: Double Wins for BIS


It has been an outstanding couple of days on the futsal court, with both our 
boys’ and girls’ teams achieving fantastic results at their respective Zone 
Days.


Our boys set the tone early, with the Year 8 team delivering an exceptional 
performance to successfully defend their title and be crowned champions 
once again. Our Year 7 boys also impressed, finishing in a very credible 
third place and showing great promise for the future.


Building on that success, our girls took to the court the following day with 
equally impressive results. The Year 7 team were outstanding, claiming the 
gold medal after a dominant tournament performance. The Year 8 team 
fought hard in every game and were unlucky not to 
defend their title, going down in a tense penalty 
shootout to finish with a well-earned silver medal.


Across both days, we were incredibly proud of all 
our players. Their effort, resilience, teamwork, and 
sportsmanship were evident throughout and are a 
true reflection of our school values. A fantastic 
achievement by all involved!


⚽🏆

North Harbour Cricket Zone Day

What a fantastic day of cricket and 
camaraderie at the North Harbour Cricket 
Zone Day! While the event had a strong social 
and participation focus, it certainly deserves a 
mention for the spirit and effort on display.


A total of 50 girls took part across the day, 
enjoying the opportunity to represent their 
school, develop their skills, and connect with 
players from across the region.


Their competitors had an outstanding run and 
finished the day undefeated— a fantastic 
achievement! Most importantly, it was a great 
d a y o f e n j o y m e n t , t e a m w o r k , a n d 
sportsmanship from all involved. Well done to 
every player who took part and contributed to 
such a successful and memorable event.


🏏



 

Success Outside Of School

Teachers vs Students: The Battle 
Begins!

The much-anticipated Teachers vs Students 
sporting series got underway today with a high-
energy game of Capture the Flag. It was a 
fantastic start to the competition, filled with 
plenty of excitement, teamwork, and good-
natured rivalry.


In a fiercely contested match, featuring a 
particularly competitive Mr M, the teachers 
managed to take the win, finishing 4–2.


The competition continues across the year with 
plenty more action to come:

• Term 2: Football

• Term 3: Netball

• Term 4: Basketball


A brilliant way to build school spirit and friendly 
competition across the school community!


Year 8 BIS Students Represent Takapuna 
Athletic Club With Pride

The Auckland Junior Athletics Championships were held on 
Saturday, 28 February and Sunday, 1 March at Mt Smart Stadium. 
A talented group of Year 8 BIS students proudly represented 
Takapuna Athletic Club, delivering outstanding performances 
across the 100m, 200m, and 400m events—impressively, with 
some returning from a fun-filled week at Waipū Camp the day 
prior to competition.


Mackenzie Burrows led the way, claiming gold in the 100m and 
bronze in the 200m, while Miller Jewell secured bronze in the 
400m. The Year 8 group also included three first-year athletes—
Frank Cockayne, Beau Casey, and Hunter Bruce—who achieved 
fantastic results on debut. A special mention to Frank, who 
narrowly missed the podium 
with two fourth-place finishes in 
the 100m and 200m.


Top 10 Placings in Auckland:


• Frank Cockayne – 4th 
100m, 4th 200m


• Noah Simons – 4th 
Discus, 6th High Jump


• Leo Simons – 5th 100m, 
6th Long Jump


• Hunter Bruce – 5th 
200m, 7th 100m


• Miller Jewell – 8th 
200m


• Beau Casey – 9th 200m


A fantastic effort from all 
a t h l e t e s , s h o w c a s i n g 
determination, resilience, and 
pride in representing their club.




 

Notices & Community News

Standout Runs at Shore to Shore 2026

Huge congratulations to Summer McKnight and Isla Nielsen, who 
delivered outstanding performances at the Shore to Shore event on 
Sunday, 29 March.


This iconic 5.9km run, held from Winscombe Street to Milford Reserve, 
attracted just under 5,000 participants of all ages, with entrants able to 
take part as either a fun run or a timed race. It was fantastic to see so 
many of our students involved, with all school entries contributing 
towards earning sports equipment for our school.


Summer and Isla were exceptional on the day, with Summer finishing 
1st and Isla 2nd in the Girls 12 & Under category. Even more 
impressively, both girls placed in the top three female finishers overall, 
across all age groups - from 1 to 99!


An incredible achievement and a testament to their hard work, 
determination, and talent. Well done also to all our students who took 
part in such a fantastic community event!




 

Notices & Community News


