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Creator’s Note

I wrote the very first draft of American Vamp in October of 2023,
a time of postgraduate instability, faced with that usual question
we find in transitions: what do I want my life to be now? I looked
at the world and saw, as I still see today, an American culture
monomaniacally fixated on productivity, as if our lives might be
valuated by our generated revenue alone; yet conversely, it
seems there are no alternatives—to survive, especially in this age
of devastating wealth disparity, you must produce, doggedly,
consistently, and often at the expense of what lends us our
human-ness, our time to live as we are. But what’s the aim of all
this production? When we’ve amassed more than we could’ve
dreamed, what will we actually have? And how much of who we
are must we leave behind, just to live like this? 

Horror and satire offer us our recognizable, sometimes comical
monsters—and with them, genre patterns of death, survival,
defeat, escape, hyperbole, and reality that serve as refractory
prisms of our condition. Corporate culture, as birthed in the
unchecked 80s, is as much a vampire as we’d find in Bram
Stoker. With these lenses, I wanted to write a story that strove to
answer some of those foreboding questions. Maybe you might
not leave tonight with fresh revolutionary zeal to swing at the 1%
(though that’d be cool), but I hope you depart PlasmaCorp with a
good post-laughter abdominal ache, a little catharsis, and
renewed love for your humanity, the joy of being and making and
living. That’s what I hope American Vamp says. That it’s real good
luck to be alive, together. I could never have done this alone.
Thank you for everything.

Hanna F. Al-Kowsi



Co-Director’s Note

Monday, October 13th, 1986 — a drizzly night in a decadent era of
New York, a night overshadowed by an inauspicious number in a
year dominated by unchecked Reaganomics that catalyzed the
excess and inequity of the modern American capitalist
landscape. The echoes of those decisions force us to come to
terms with the American ideal and our own metrics of success.
Our production’s ethos is built on the foundation of vampiric-
corporate overconsumption at odds with humanity — the basic
instincts of survival through community — and from that
opposition we draw out the beating aesthetic heart of our play.
 
Some of us choose the path of light, of righteousness — others
emerge from or become shadows. They wreak havoc in
silhouette while practical gore effects and tactile theatrical
techniques work to elicit a visceral sensory experience, whose
blunt reality collides with the impossibility of vampiric magic.
Magic itself is played out by a living movement ensemble, our
bats, the silent watchkeepers of the carnage, chaos, and ancient
force of greed that lurks under this lair. 
 
Through the experience of a typical workday in reverse, a
vampiric 9 PM to 5 AM, our sense memory of the progression of
time is placed front and center. The Time Clock and its
companion, the neon PlasmaCorp sign, become responsive
characters in and of themselves to the forces of violence and the
irrevocable force of forward momentum. Even immortals are not
immune to these universal truths. They hide behind their shiny
facades — sharp, clean, controlled — belying their long-dead
human cores, some of which may still hold flickers of
remembered lives. When the choice of survival is forced, who do
we choose to become?

Kateri and Hanna F. Al-Kowsi
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In addition to the countless hours put in by our production team
to make unforgettable masterpieces of rock theater, BROS relies
on the year-round efforts of a dedicated group of part-time staff. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - PATRICK STASO
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR - MACE MORNINGSTAR

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR - MEGHAN “JUNIPER” RIMELSPACH
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR - MARTHA ROBICHAUD

FINANCE DIRECTOR - EMMA GORIN
MARKETING CONTENT MANAGER - MOLLY MARGULIES

Thank you BROS members!
By becoming a Member you are pledging your support to a

passionate community of artists enriching Baltimore’s cultural
landscape with wildly creative, large-scale collaborative art. All

proceeds from the Supporting Membership Program contribute
to the BROS general fund, benefiting year-round general

operating expenses that keep our doors open, lights on, and
programming affordable. If you’re interested in becoming a

Supporting Member of the BROS, please visit the INFO table in
the lobby to learn more about the various donor levels and

rewards available!

Thank You To Our Current 
Supporting Members $250 And Above!

Garrett Wenger
Morgan Moses-Allen

Mike Bull Classic and Debi Bull
Titus Bicknell

Susan Campbell
Johanna Bachman



Special thanks to our funders and partners!
Thank you to our grant funders and partners, they include: The
Robert W. Deutsch Foundation, The John J. Leidy Foundation, T.
Rowe Price Foundation, Mayor Brandon Scott and the Baltimore
Office of Promotion and the Arts (BOPA), The William G. Baker, Jr.

Memorial Fund, creator of the Baker Artist Portfolios.
www.bakerartist.org and The Maryland State Arts Council

(MSAC.Org).

Our sets are sponsored by National Lumber

We also wish to thank Count Master Chief and Countess
Momandant, and Nicole Jassie



Bar Sponsors
Cocktails crafted by                             Liquor donated by

Shoutouts!
Byew byew byew! to Andrew Fair, Dillon Hess, Kevin Brennan, Kevin

Considine, Tim Brosius, Bowen Gregory, Ismael Castelan, and
Human Being Productions for running our performance live

streams and supporting us with professional expertise and terrible
wonderful jokes!

Special thank you to Logan Avery for your CNC machine expertise!

Thanks to Adrianne Black for Latin translations and coaching! 

Thank you to Pluto Pingel for being BROS’s forever news reporter!

Thanks to our Poster Artist!



Rock Opera Big Bang
Workshop Kickoff August 1 , Showcase August 8  st th

A hackathon-style workshop experience with a showcase
performance the following Saturday. We're coming together for a
fun weekend of pure creation. Teams of two or more will receive
a simple, open-ended prompt and spend the weekend writing

and composing a one-scene mini rock opera.

Pitch Party XIII
August 20 , 2026th

Since our inception, BROS has gotten our community to help
guide the company’s artistic direction. Every original musical we
produce is born from an original concept pitch that describes big
crazy ideas to a community that will decide what they would like

to see produced on stage. Anyone is welcome to vote on the
outcome at the event, and our community is welcome to vote

online after the event. The winner of each year’s pitch party
enters a 2-year development process the culmination of which is

a gigantic collaborative rock and roll musical. Also a great party!

A Concert Rock Opera Feat. Bardic Compass
Fall 2026

A 45-minute tale featuring legally distinct dungeons and/or
dragons, and local prog rock band Bardic Compass.

Aquarius Dreaming
Spring 2027

Robin Walser was a TV Star, an ecoterrorist, and is now slinging
bagels and crushing on a coworker. That is, before they are

chosen as a prophet by a psychedelic Assyrian river god, and it
attempts to help them get a date and let their hair down. With
the help of their friends, their enemies, and the wildlife of the

Chesapeake Bay, they might just make it work.

Coming soon from BROS





Please provide your feedback.
We’d love to hear from you!



The Baltimore Rock Opera Society is a passionate
community of artists who create unforgettable experiences
through live original rock theater. BROS is a space where
the Baltimore artistic community’s wild performance ideas

come to life, creating mind-blowing live performances.

BROS invites artists, musicians, designers, and technicians
from all backgrounds to add their talent to productions.

GET INVOLVED! For more information please visit
www.BaltimoreRockOpera.org
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