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Pastoral Letter
%

The Calling of God for all Christians is to persevere to the
end (Hebrews 10:35-39). The great forgiveness, grace and
reconciliation which God the Father has lavished on us
demands our very life. The Lord wants our life for better or
worse, in sickness and health, and in prosperity or poverty.
Because at the very heart of discipleship is dependence on
God alone and not walking isolated from Him and his Body
(i.e. the Church).

The Word of God often describes people as sheep, which
is a strange metaphor to compare with humans (Mark 6:34
cf. Ezekiel 34). When you really think about it, we are the
dominant species on this planet, we are highly intelligent
beings and have far more capacity than any woolly beast of
the ground. However, before we get discouraged or
annoyed by being labelled sheep, it is important to know
God is called the Shepherd of these sheep. Therefore, the
comparison is not so much about our ability but who we are
in relation to our Creator as the one who is ruler over us.

God’s Word insists that perseverance in the faithis not just
that we believe in, and belong to, God alone, but also, we
are bound to each other as the body of Christ. The word
perseverance can imply something, or a task done alone,
however, for the Christian who is one of God's sheep it is
implied to be a personal yet corporate duty to be done
together under the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:1-5).

Hebrews repeats four times “let us” draw near to God, hold
fast to our hope we profess, consider how to spur one
another on towards love and good deeds, and not avoid
meeting as this can become a habit, and moreover
encourage one another as we see the great day of the Lord
which is approaching (He brews 10:22-25). Now, we should
ask ourselves and others how can we persevere on our
own? Or who could encourage another without any
connection?

Therefore, we should hear the call of God’s Word for us all.
We were like sheep without a shepherd who have a good
shepherd in Christ. But also, we need to remember walking
the pastures is done in aflock. A sheep on theirown is open
to vulnerability whether by illness or attack from wolves.
There are two great tragedies of modern Christianity: one
we can neglect gathering with God’s people and being
spiritually fed and encouraged. The other is: those who can
no longer gather, due to the reality of life in aged care or
disability, are forgotten. For example, if we had the privilege
of doing a pastoral visit to someone who was going to be
with the Lord it meant we could spur them onto the end. As
God’s people these are two things we all can reflect upon
and pray to God for inspiration of how we can bless each
other and help others persevere to the end until we see God
face to face in Glory.
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English Worship Service
9:00am
Speaker Rev Nathaniel Ho Chairperson Elder Ken Wong

Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray
that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and
CALL TO WORSHIP high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of
God.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever
and ever! Amen.

OPENING PRAYER

WORSHIP IN SONGS

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 18:21-22 Aaron Chan
CHILDREN'S TALK Sami Ho
PASTORAL and INTERCESSORY PRAYER Elder Charles Uen
SCRIPTURE READING Jonah 3:1-10 Aaron Chan
SERMON Forgiveness

COLLECTION

BENEDICTION

WELCOME and CHURCH NEWS
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Next week:
Speaker: Pastor Steaven Cheung Chairperson: Elder Ken Wong
Reader: Alisa Leung

Scripture: Colossians 1:24-2:5
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service

12pm FF+ =8
Speaker: Dr Daniel Sze mE 3 X ks 3k
Chairperson: Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ 5 : B REEE
Interpreter: Peter Leung THER : R
Pianist: Jandy Cheung L 2 A E
PROCESSION ¥F 1E
SILENT MEDITATION =%
INTROIT s 8 2R
A Ephesians 3:14-21 ' 3 WA # B E 3:14-21
HYMN OF PRAISE No.7 =B &% 15
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” X 5
OPENING PRAYER .5
READING Psalm 67:1-2 B & B 67:1-2
INTERCESSORY PRAYER Pk
CHURCH NEWS REFTY
OFFERTORY No.30 % #X 30 &
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” B Rud LN
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 2& (HEFER)
R Luke 10:25-37 B & % 7% & 10:25-37
Elder George Fong, Peter Leung R REE
SERMON v\rl\lif:g-shslglghbour Mission as Life 58 3 M4 BB 8RR
HYMN OF RESPONSE No.91 ©=E & Ng
“Rock of Ages” DR 20 B4R B
BENEDICTION 1B
POSTLUDE B st
NextWeek T8 :
Speaker: Pastor Raymond Wong MR TAoMARE
Chairpersons: Elder George Fong, Peter Leung EH: HTHEBRRE - REE
Interpreter: Peter Leung 1EE : R4k
Organist: Eric Chia REE . R
Scripture: Colossians 1:24-2:5 {|x . e E 1:.24-25
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Church News

Thanks to Rev Nathaniel Ho for preaching at the 9am
and 4pm English services. Dr Daniel Man-yuen Sze for
preaching at 10am Cantonese Service and 12pm
English/Cantonese Services this morning.

PWA and Men's Fellowship Monthly Meeting

Date: 18 September (Thursday)

Time: 10:30 AM

Venue: Church Worship Centre

Topic: The Joy of Reading the Bible

Through discussions on Bible reading, we experience
the inspiration and practical application of the teachings,
emphasising that reading the Bible is a holistic process
of life transformation.

Everyone is welcome to join, including new friends who
have not yet come to faith.

Sermon reflection

Reflection Question for Jonah 3:1-10

1. What does scripture tell us about forgiveness?
2. Why was it hard for Jonah to forgive?
3. How does forgiveness reveal the gospel to the

world?

On Leave Rev Chris Chan is on leave until 26/9 and Pastor

Dororthy Choi is on leave until 23/9.
Praise and Thanksgiving

Decisions and sharing at the Session Meeting on 5/9.
Intercession

e Pray for brothers & sisters suffering from illness:
Meredith Tsai, Irene Chang, Lyn Kwong, Andrew Pau,
Albert & Anne Looi, Alex Wong and Eva Wong. We pray
whether it be physical, emotional, or spiritual iliness,
May God comfort, heal and remind that they are not
alone, for Lord is with them, carrying them through
every challenge.

e Pray for Pauline Pang to manage her time well and be
Spirit-led as she writes and prepares her Bible and
Gospel lesson syllabus for the year.

e Thank the Lord for the opportunity Pauline and Steven
had to attend a recent marriage retreat. Pray for
protection and that their marriage will be strengthened
in the Lord.

e Pray for effective student outreach by the Broadway
team of Power to Change, especially for the workers our
church is supporting: Tim and Bec, Natalie, Iris, Kevin,
and Freya. Pray that they will be filled with the Holy
Spirit as they guide students to come to know Christ,
Pray also for their financial provision, so that they will
lack nothing.

YTD Giving YTD Budget
Online Giving: CPC General Fund  (Westpac) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830 $ 872,686 $ 954,762
CPC Missionary Fund (Westpac) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723 $200,901 $ 204,567

Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 128
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 417
Today’s Flowers in Auditorium: Jenny Uen
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