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®Pastoral Letter

L. -

Speaking the truth in love

“...speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in
every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that
is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds
itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Eph 4:15 —
16

This is a biblical teaching that most of us are familiar with
and even quote often. Paul considers this to be very
important. Only when our community abides by it can we
grow to become in every respect the mature body of Christ,
and build this body up in love, as each part does its work.
Unfortunately, this teaching is frequently not followed in our
church life. Chinese culture tends to see straight talking and
explicit frankness as signs of being uncultured and rude,
and proper interpersonal interaction should aim at
maintaining peace. Even those less influenced by this
culture may think that pointing out to a brother or sister their
apparent wrong is contrary to Christian gentleness and
meekness. Others simply seek to avoid unpleasant
conversation or conflict. What is worse, although criticisms
and judgement are not made directly to the person
concerned, they are frequently spilled to others behind the
person’s back and/or established in one’s own mind,
causing bias and damage to the person’s reputation. To do
so is to fail our responsibility to our brothers & sisters.
Eventually, this can lead to distrust and
ingenuine/superficial relations in the congregation. In
today’s sermon passage, Paul says “Let the message of
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom...” Col 3:16. The Lord also said
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault,
just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have
won them over.” Mat 18:15. We are our brother's (or
sister’s) keeper. The loving thing to do is to speak the truth
and redeem the brother/sister from wrong. To do otherwise
is to be disobedient to the Lord and irresponsible as a
member of Christ's body. If this results in us not saying
anything and the brother or sister remaining unrepentant,
missing out on enjoying the Lord’s blessing, we are
answerable to the Master in due course. Jesus’ warning
may be relevant here “If anyone causes one of these little
ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be
better for them to have a large millstone hung around their
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” Mat 18:6

Speaking the truth in love uses the Greek word agapéo —
a self-sacrificial love for the other person. It does not just
mean speaking the truth in a sugar-coated way. We speak
the truth for the good of the other person because we love
(agape) him/her as a fellow brother/sister. It may cost us in
effort, emotional energy, even the risk of unpleasant
confrontation. But it must be done for the well-being of
Christ's community. Let us build up a culture at CPC of
speaking the truth humbly and lovingly (agape) to each
other, not accusatively but always being open-minded to
the possibility that our observation and/or understanding
could be wrong. In that way, let us build up one another and
the whole body of Christ at CPC in love.
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English Worship Service
9:00am
Speaker Rev Chris Chan Chairperson Tim Campbell

Joel 2:18-21

Then the Lord was jealous for his land and took pity on his people.
The Lord replied to them: “| am sending you grain, new wine and olive
oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never again will | make you an object
of scorn to the nations. “I will drive the northern horde far from you,
pushing it into a parched and barren land; its eastern ranks will drown
in the Dead Sea and its western ranks in the Mediterranean Sea. And
its stench will go up; its smell will rise.” Surely he has done great
things! Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the
Lord has done great things!

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING PRAYER

WORSHIP IN SONGS

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 40:28-31 Grace Wong
PASTORAL and INTERCESSORY PRAYER Rev Adam Breasley
SCRIPTURE READING Colossians 3:15-4:6 Grace Wong
SERMON Live out |n. Christ noxv what we

will become
COLLECTION
BENEDICTION
WELCOME and CHURCH NEWS
Next week:
Speaker: Rev Adam Breasley Chairperson: Elder Phillip Lowe
Reader: Helena Leung Children’s Talk: Philippa Seah
Scripture: Colossians 4:7-18
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service
12pm T+ =8

Speaker: Rev Chris Chan MmA R E B4 B
Chairperson: Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ : TR A
Interpreter: Peter Leung 1558 . s L
Organist: Eric Chia AR T
PROCESSION ¥ T
SILENT MEDITATION L
INTROIT b4 8 2R
CALLTO . .
WORSHIP Joel 2:18-21 3 #mE 2:18-21
HYMN OF PRAISE No.26 =8 £% 204
“Immortal, Invisible” "RAAMRAF
OPENING PRAYER 2
READING Isaiah 40:28-31 R & REEE 40:28-31
INTERCESSORY PRAYER =" %
CHURCH NEWS RETFE
OFFERTORY No.221 4 X 221
“Yesterday, Today, Forever” PR B8
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 4& (HEFER)
SCRIF TURE Colossians 3:15-4:6 = 4 KB EE 315416
Elder George Fong, Peter Leung FiEEE R Rk
“Live out in Christ now what
r N, & > /
HYMN OF RESPONSE No. 180 =8 g% 180 &
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” T AR AL
BENEDICTION 3B
POSTLUDE B A
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Church News

Thanks to Rev Marshall Lai for preaching at 9am Mandarin and
10:30am Cantonese Services today.
PWA & Men's Fellowship Thanksgiving Luncheon will be
held on Thursday, 13/11 from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm at Market
City — The Eight Restaurant. Everyone is welcome to attend.
The registration deadline is 31/10. The meal cost is $50 per
person. Please register with Yen Leung 0410 373 619 or Alan
Lee 0411 584 977.
PWA & Men's Fellowship Monthly Meeting will be held on
16/10 (Thursday) at 10:30am
Venue: Worship Centre
This Month's Special Seminar Topic: The Four Paths and Four
Legacies (Life and Death Education)
Speaker Rev. Jackie Chan
All are welcome to attend
The Cantonese Marriage Ministry will organize a two-day-
one-night retreat for married couples in November, details as
follows:
Name of Retreat: “Growing together, Igniting life”
Date: Nov 29-30, 2025 (Sat - Sun)
Time: 8:30am (Sat) — 2:30pm (Sun)
Place: Peter Canisius House, Pymble
Speakers: Rev Patrick and Dr Jennie Fung
Language: Cantonese (no interpretation service available)
Fee per couple: $365 (Standard shared room)

$420 (Ensuite room)
You are encouraged to pay the full cost of $454 per couple for
Standard shared room and $508 per couple for Ensuite room
instead of the church-subsidised fee above. O] O
Registration and payment deadline: 31/10/2025 =
or when the quota of 30 couples is reached,
whichever is earlier
Please register for the retreat via the QR code:
Packed with love: Jericho Road distributes hampers to people
at Christmas who are finding life difficult and need a helping
hand. CPC will contribute 1kg bags of rice and non-spicy
packets of instant noodles. All items’ best-before date must be
after 01/02/2026. You can bring them to church and place in
the boxes that will be in the foyer. Last donation on 09
November.
More details: https://jerichoroad.org.au/packed-with-love/
Chinese School, Sunday School, CYA & Lunch will resume
next Sunday.
Caretaker Amy Lau will be on leave from 16/10-29/10.

Sermon reflection
Reflection Question for Colossians 3:15-4:6
1. Paul says “...if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come:la The old has gone, the new is here!” Why are we
still exhorted to put off the old self and put on the new?
2. Is our becoming the new creation God’s work or our
effort? Note that to “put on” and “put off” are commands
to us. Have you found it hard to obey those commands?
3. How should our new life affect our interpersonal

relationships?

The next Online Prayer Meeting for Missionaries will be held on
Wednesday 15/10, starting at 8:00pm. You can contact any
member of the missionary committee for the weblink.

Notice of Meeting
Extraordinary Congregational Meeting (ECM)
Next Sunday at 10:30am in Auditorium
Agenda
+  Constitute
*  Apologies
«  Box Gutter and Painting Project
« Sale of the Ruth Chao property in Doncaster Avenue
Kensington
*  Notice of Motions:
o That the Congregation approves proceeding with “The
Box Gutter and Painting Rectification project” with a
budget allocation of up to $750,000 including
contingency.
o That the Congregation approves the “Sale of the Ruth
Chao property in Doncaster Avenue Kensington” to fund
“The Box Gutter and Painting Project”.
o To appoint the delegates, Rev Chris Chan, Elder Warren
Lowe, Elder Bernard Wong, Ben Johnston, Michael Chor,
Jack Fung and Burgess Wong to present the “The Box
gutter and Painting Rectification project” and the “Sale of
the Ruth Chao property in Doncaster Avenue Kensington”
to Sydney East Presbytery.
+ Close
The worship services on the day will therefore be as following:
9am English Service
9am Mandarin Service
11.30 am English/Cantonese Service

Box gutter and Painting Rectification project Q&A There will be
a session held 12.30-1.30pm today in room 311 for anyone who
wants to know more about the proposed Project that will be put
forward at the ECM. This is your opportunity to raise any questions
or concems.

Pest Control was done on-site last Friday, including kitchens and
courtyards. Be careful of chemical residue left behind.

Sunday School Holiday Program will be held in the Fellowship
Hall, room 416 today at 9:15-10:15am and 10:45 to 12pm.

Intercession

e Pray for brothers & sisters suffering from illness:
Meredith Tsai, Irene Chang, Lyn Kwong, Andrew Pau, Albert &
Anne Looi, Alex Wong and Eva Wong. We pray whether it be
physical, emotional, or spiritual illness, May God comfort, heal
and remind that they are not alone, for Lord is with them,
carrying them through every challenge.

e Pray for the HSC students: Joshua Cheung, Alyssa Lam,
Rachel Liu, Jamie Ng, Owen Shum, Jacinta Soi, Isaac Wong
and Evie Young. May our Lord guide them as they face the
challenges ahead, and to help them maintain their normal
performance in the examination room. Fill them with your
peace and joy. May they always remember the love and grace
of God in everything they do.

YTD Giving YTD Budget
Online Giving:  CPC General Fund (Westpac) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830 $ 952,839 1,087,367
CPC Missionary Fund  (Westpac) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723 $216,122 $ 226,683
Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 96

Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 379

Today’s Flowers in Auditorium: Lin Yu Yun
cPC 12.10.2025
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