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Pastoral Letter
P,

What could be so happy about a New Year? Chinese
New Year has begun and with it the festivities of the
season have finally arrived. Families are being
reunited, and people of all ages are enjoying the
gestures and gifts that come with this season like so
many others we will celebrate. Our Saviour was born
into a culture of many festivals that celebrated God,
family and the good things of this earth i.e. food. In fact,
many of the biblical festivals pointed people to God, his
works and also his future promises of blessing in his
Heavenly Kingdom (Mt 26:29, Mk 14:25, Lk 22:18 cf Mt
22:1-14; Rev 19:7).

But when we celebrate festivals like Chinese New
Year, what could be so happy about the year ahead?
Or should we dare to believe this year will be more
prosperous than the last one? When we really think
about it this year it will probably have the same or
similar trials, struggles, pains and things which are part
of the present reality. How should Christians celebrate
the new year to come? The New Testament
interestingly does not prescribe festivals, nor does
God's Word restrict the practice of them. So how
should we approach this season? Blessing is good,
food is good and more importantly we can use the time
to rejoice in the Lord through worship and prayer by
thanking God for his provisions.

The Apostle promotes this way of thinking in his final
words to the Philippians (Phil 4:4-20). Paul points out
the general overview of life in this world under God's
providential hand. He employs churches to rejoice and
pray to the Lord in all seasons and give thanks for his
provisions regardless of our expectations e.g. his
personal contentment (Phil 4:11-13). The mindset of
Paul is whatever is honourable, just, pure, lovely,
commendable or praiseworthy then think about such
things (Phil 4:8-9). If we consider then God’s word to
shape both our perspective and practice of Chinese
New Year, then we will be able to be thankful to God
for many things. Now, despite what is, and what is to
come this means we can find a peace that surpasses
all understanding in the present and rejoice in sharing
the same mindset with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. So, we need not see this festive season without
a Christian perspective. Festivals come and go but with
a spiritual outlook we can perceive our true blessing in
God alone for there is a time for everything under the
sun.

Therefore, let's use this festive time to have our minds
future orientated to the greatest heavenly festival that
IS yet to come. However, in the meantime, as we lift up
our cups and give thanks, and share in meals with our
family and friends remember to do it all for the Glory of
God.
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English Worship Service

9:00am
Speaker Pastor Steaven Cheung Chairperson Tim Campbell

Romans 11:33-36
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing
CALL TO WORSHIP out! “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his
counselor?” “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay
them?” For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

OPENING PRAYER

WORSHIP IN SONG

SCRIPTURE Hosea 14
READING Janet Lee
CHILDREN'S TALK Helena Leung
SPOTLIGHT Missions Budget Silas Chan
PASTORAL and
INTERCESSORY PRAYER Elder Charles Uen
SCRIPTURE . .
READING 2 Timothy 3:1-9 Janet Lee
SERMON God_llness In_ Form, B’l’Jt

Deniers of His Power
COLLECTION
BENEDICTION

WELCOME and CHURCH NEWS

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Next week:
Speaker: Pastor Thomas Lei Chairperson:  Tim Campbell
Reader: Jessie Lowe Children’s Talk: Johnny Tse

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:5-22

CPC 22.02.2026
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service

= FF

12pm F 4+ =&
Speaker: Rev Chris Chan AR PR B4 P
Chairperson: Elder George Fong, Peter Leung 2% : B ~ R
Interpreter: Peter Leung TRER : R
Pianist: Jandy Cheung T PR E
PROCESSION ¥ 1E
SILENT MEDITATION L -
INTROIT b4 T8 2R
CALLTO ) o .
WORSHIP Romans 11:33-36 w B %5 ZE 11:33-36
HYMN OF PRAISE No.22 =8 &% 25
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” "R EATR R
OPENING PRAYER Ly
READING 2 Timothy 3:1-5 EX & R#ERKHEZE 315
INTERCESSORY PRAYER P
CHURCH NEWS REHY
OFFERTORY N0.196 & #K 196 &7
“Just As | Am, Without One Plea” "R &R A
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 2# (HEFFa A
gE'FA{\I[I;LléRE 2 Timothy 3:12-4:4 ER & "EBXBE 31244
Gary Wong-See, Peter Leung HThes ~ FhEH
SERMON V\l}/(l)a;llgg’am Holiness in a Fallen 58 34 B P o
HYMN OF RESPONSE No. 382 =oE g% 3824
“Jesus Loves Me” CHR gk % 5%
BENEDICTION L IE
POSTLUDE By %
Next Week £ 8:
Speaker: Pastor Dorothy Choi MR RV ESE
Chairpersons:  Elder George Fong, Peter Leung EH o TEBRE R R4
Interpreter: Peter Leung 19ER : i
Organist: Angel Lu B Eode
Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:5-22 W TR k4R E 4522
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Church News

Happy Chinese New Year

Holy Communion and Missionary Giving next Sunday
at the 9am English, 12pm English/ Cantonese and 4pm
English Services Please be prayerful for the needs of our
missionaries and give generously.

Combined Prayer Meeting will be held online on
Wednesday 4/3 at 8-9:30pm. The zoom details will be
provided in due course. Please join us to pray.

Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) will be held on
29/3. We encourage all members to attend. The meeting
will be conducted both physically & by Zoom meeting.
Services that day are arranged as below:

9am Family English Service (Auditorium)

9am Mandarin Service (Worship Centre)

10.30am ACM (Auditorium)

11.30am English/Cantonese Service (Auditorium)

PCNSW (Presbyterian Church of NSW) safety session
Topic: Managing a Hostile Visitor

Presenter: Hazel Nisbet and content from NSW Police,
with discussion of next steps in workplaces and places of
worship.

Time: 1pm and repeated at 7pm Thursday 26 Feb

Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/84964186489?pwd=L214a]dQ
¢ 2huMWVHZDRabk1RM2pndz09

Allwelcome. Itis for anyone interested in improving safety
of members and visitors.

Renovation Project Delay Due to outstanding items that
need to be resolved, the box gutter and painting
refurbishment project has been delayed. The start date,
originally planned for mid-February, is now expected to be
around early March. We will keep the congregation
updated.

Sermon Reflection

2 Timothy 3:1-4:4

1. The last days refer to the period between Christ's
ascension and His second coming, which includes
the present age. Paul describes this time as
“perilous days.” Do you sense this in your daily life?
Or do you feel that things are quite normal, with
nothing seriously wrong?

2. In what ways has society/the world declined? Do
you think Christians and the church have been
affected by this social trend? If so, how?

3. What basic strategies do Christians have to protect
themselves and others from being corrupted by
these downward trends?

Online Giving: CPC General Fund

Online Prayer Meeting for Missionaries will be held on
Wednesday 25/2 starting at 8pm. Our guests will be Jason &
Hiwin Tam from Taiwan. Come and pray together for the
gospel work in Taiwan. Please contact Missionary Committee
members for access.

Thailand _Short Term Mission Sharing Thank you for
walking alongside our Mission Team through your prayers and
generous support, both before and during our January 2026
mission. Come and hear how God has been at work through
stories and reflections from the team.

1 March 1:30-3:30 pm

Cantonese Sharing — Worship Centre

29 March 12:30-1:30 pm

English Sharing — Fellowship Hall (After ACM)

English Congregation Small Groups. When Jesus wanted
to change the world, he started with a small
dla )

group. Small groups connect on Sunday and @23 2
Fortnightly during the week. We gather as a '—‘-""i::.,;.
covenant community to have, fellowship, invite [E]p=Zsgt
others, praise God and grow together in the word

Please scan the QR Code so we can connect you to a Small
Group.

12pm worship service fellowship Luncheon on Sunday 1st
March in Room 105, please RSVP to George Fong if you
would like to join us.

Lunch Committee would like to better serve the congregation
by responding to our lunchtime needs. With prior notice, we
can adjust (increase or reduce) the number of church lunches
prepared.

If the program of your fellowship or group may affect lunch
numbers — such as being away at camp or having extra
people for a special function — we would be grateful if you
could let Pastor Wai Leung or Pastor Dorothy know by
Tuesday of that week. They are the main contacts while we
prayerfully wait for a new convenor.

40

Intercession

e Pray for brothers & sisters suffering from illness:
Vernon & Rennie Wong-See, Meredith Tsai, Lyn Kwong,
Andrew Pau, Albert & Anne Looi, Alex Wong and Eva
Wong. We pray whether it be physical, emotional, or
spiritual iliness, God may comfort, heal and remind them
that they are not alone, for the Lord is with them, carrying
them through every challenge.

Box gutter and repainting project (Westpac) BSB 032-090 Ac# 112992

YTD Giving YTD Budget
(Westpac) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830 $132,833 $216,000
CPC Missionary Fund (Westpac) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723 $39,991 $43,077
Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 87
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 537
Today’s Flowers in Auditorium: Anne Wong
22.02.2026
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