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WHY WE CREATED
THIS GUIDE
At Organized Communities Against Deportation (OCAD), we
know how important it is to feel secure and prepared—
especially when you're taking care of your family. For many
immigrant families, there’s always a little worry in the back of
our minds: What would happen to my kids if something
happened to me?

That’s why we put together this Family Preparedness Package.
It’s designed to help you make a plan in case of an
emergency, like being detained by La Migra (ICE), getting sick,
or having to leave home suddenly. In this package, you’ll find
simple information about a Power of Attorney for Property and
Short-Term Guardianship—legal tools that let you choose
someone you trust to take care of your children and make
decisions for them if you can’t.

Making a plan now means less stress later, and more peace
of mind for you and your family.

We created this package with love and respect for all families,
especially those who are working hard to build a future in a
new country. You deserve to feel prepared and supported, no
matter what comes your way. We Keep Each Other Safe! 

Disclaimer: This package is meant to provide general
information to help families start preparing and having
important conversations. This package is not legal advice,
and it does not create an attorney-client relationship. If you
have specific questions about your situation, we encourage
you to talk to a trusted immigration attorney or legal aid
organization. 

Call Beyond’s free immigration helpline: (872) 267-2252
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Click here to visit Beyond’s website 

https://www.beyondlegalaid.org/helpline#:~:text=24%2F7%20Pan%2DUS%20Immigration,without%20access%20to%20an%20attorney.
https://www.beyondlegalaid.org/
https://www.beyondlegalaid.org/


What is a “Power of Attorney”?
A Power of Attorney for Property is a legal document in which you (the “principal”)
authorize another person (an “agent”) to make some or all of your money and
property decisions. 

A Power of Attorney for Property is an important document allows a person you
trust to make financial decisions on your behalf. This person would be able to
administer your finances and property if you are incapacitated, ill, arrested,
detained or deported. This legal form helps transfer the care and responsibility of
your bank account, home, or business. Whether you’re detained or not those
asset belong to you, protect them!

Who is “The Principal”?1

This is you, the person who is giving someone else the authority to act on your
behalf. 

Who is “The Agent”?2

They are the trusted person you choose to make decisions for you. They must act
in your best interest and follow your instructions. 

POWER OF
ATTORNEY
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Web Resources 
(1) Illinois Legal Aid, Power of Attorney for Property basics 

(2) North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic, Power of Attorney: Protecting Your
Property and Finances in Case of Detention and Deportation

 “Power of Attorney: Protecting Your Property and Finances in Case of Detention and Deportation.” NSLegal
Aid, 7 Feb. 2025, www.nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-
detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/.

1,2

https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/setting-power-attorney-property
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/setting-power-attorney-property
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/setting-power-attorney-property
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/setting-power-attorney-property
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/


Setting up a POA helps you make a plan in case of
emergency, which means less stress later and
more peace of mind for you and your family.

1 Choose someone you trust (“Agent”) – pick a reliable
person who understands your wishes

2 Decide what responsibilities your Agent will have – a POA
can be broad or limited based on your needs 

3 Make it official – get the document notarized

4 Share it with the right people – make sure your Agent,
bank, or other important agencies knows about your POA 

5 Save it - have your Agent save the document in a safe
place3

Q: HOW CAN I SET
UP A POA?
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 “Power of Attorney: Protecting Your Property and Finances in Case of Detention and Deportation.” NSLegal
Aid, 7 Feb. 2025, www.nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-
detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/.

3



POA
WALKTHROUGH
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YOUR INFORMATION

THE CONTACT INFO OF THE PERSON (JUST ONE) YOU
HAVE SELECTED.

!!!: You cannot assign more than
one person with this form

Are there powers
you don’t want
your agent to

have?

!!!: You must cross out one
or more of the following

categories of powers that
you do not want your

Agent to have. If you do
not want the Agent to have
any of these powers, cross

out the title of that
category.



POA
WALKTHROUGH
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!!!: Here you may
include any specific

limitations you deem
appropriate, such as

a prohibition or
conditions on the sale
of certain stock or real
estate or special rules
regarding lending by

the Agent.

!!!: Specific imitations
and additions to the
Agent's powers may
be included in this

section below. 

Are there any additional
modifications or

limitations you would like
to impose on your agent?
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Are there other powers you
want your agent to have,

such as the power to make
appointments, the power to

name or change
beneficiaries, or other

powers?

!!!: Your Agent will
have the power to

appoint other persons
to carry out the

powers written in this
form.

If you DO NOT want
the Agent to have this

power, strike out
paragraph #4 as

shown here.
!!!: Your Agent has the

right to request
reimbursement for
the expenses they

pay to be your Agent.

If you DO NOT want
the Agent to have this

power, strike
paragraph #5.

POA
WALKTHROUGH
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NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF A DIFFERENT
PERSON YOU ASSIGN AS AGENT IN CASE SOMETHING
HAPPENS TO THE AGENT YOU ORIGINALLY ASSIGNED

Add date and write this

Add date and write this

POA
WALKTHROUGH
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You sign here

YOUR NAME

POA
WALKTHROUGH
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YOUR NAME

Signature of notary

POA
WALKTHROUGH
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If the person you
name as your
Agent cannot

fulfill their
responsibilities,

you can name a
successor agent
here and here.

This
section

is
optional {

POA
WALKTHROUGH
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POA
WALKTHROUGH
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POA
WALKTHROUGH



What is “short-term guardianship”?
Every family should have an emergency family plan that includes a plan of care for
their children in the event of medical emergencies, chronic illness, incapacity,
death, natural disasters, arrest, detention, removal or deportations.  A short-term
legal guardianship is a legal document which authorizes another person to make
decisions about your child’s care, in the case that you are detained.

A short-term guardianship is a legal document that does not require court
approval. If a long-term (plenary) guardianship is more appropriate, which does
require court approval, the Cook County Guardianship Help Desk at 69 W.
Washington can help people without lawyers complete paperwork for long-term
guardianship.

Who is the “guardian”?
This is the trusted person you choose to make medical decisions for your children.
This person should act in the child's best interests and follow your instructions.

Web Resources

SHORT TERM
GUARDIANSHIP 
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(3) Guardianships and Immigration - FAQs, NIJCs 

(2) Emergency Family Plan, The Resurrection Project 

(1) Guardianship for Immigrant Families, Chicago Volunteer Legal Services

https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/know-your-rights/documents/2017-03/Guardianships_and_Immigration_FAQs_March-2017.pdf
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/know-your-rights/documents/2017-03/Guardianships_and_Immigration_FAQs_March-2017.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/66e99d2b4bfa685de583a0c1/t/67b617ed8643e26e2f5f078b/1739986927197/1B.+Family+Emergency+Plan+ENG.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/66e99d2b4bfa685de583a0c1/t/67b617ed8643e26e2f5f078b/1739986927197/1B.+Family+Emergency+Plan+ENG.pdf
https://www.cvls.org/2020/04/21/guardianship-for-immigrant-families/


Setting up a short-term guardianship helps you
make a plan in case of emergency, which means
less stress later and more peace of mind for you
and your family.

1 Choose someone you trust (“Guardian”) – pick a person
who understands your wishes when it comes to your
children

2 Save it - keep the document in a safe place, where you
and the appointed Guardian can have access to it.

3 Name the Guardian as a Contact – add the Guardian’s
name as an emergency contact for any programs your
children are involved in, including your children’s schools,
daycare, afterschool programs, and summer camps. The
Guardian should be listed as a person who has permission
to pick up your children. Add the appointed Guardian’s
name on all medical authorization forms for your
children.

4 Memorize the Guardian’s phone number - you and your
children should memorize the appointed Guardian’s
phone number

Q: HOW CAN I SET UP A 
SHORT-TERM

GUARDIANSHIP?

15



STG
WALKTHROUGH
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STG
WALKTHROUGH
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STG
WALKTHROUGH
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Photograph of OCAD members holding up a posters
outside ICE Headquarters in Chicago



www.organizedcommunities.org 

http://www.organizedcommunities.org/

