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Purpose of Higher Education: Sample Response

Universities should emphasize broader learning that develops intellectual and civic understanding
while still preparing students for practical work. Career training matters, but education built only

on employability shrinks the idea of what a university 1s meant to do. The point of higher education

1s to shape minds that can adapt, not simply fit into the next available job.

The argument for career-focused education, as Perspective 1 notes, has real force. Students and

taxpayers want measurable results. It seems fair to expect a clear link between a degree and a
paycheck. Yet this view assumes that job markets remain stable and predictable. They rarely do.
Industries evolve, technologies shift, and skills that seem essential today often lose relevance
within a few years. A graduate who only learned what to do, not how to think, ends up less

prepared for those changes.

Broader learning creates a different kind of readiness. When students study history, philosophy, or
literature, they don’t memorize facts for their own sake. They practice reasoning, empathy, and
judgment; the same traits that lawyers, policymakers, and engineers rely on when facing new
problems. As Perspective 2 reminds us, these capacities protect democracy itself. A society of
specialists without reflection risks becoming efficient but shallow, able to build systems it no

longer understands.

Perspective 3 adds another important point: pressure. The cost of college has turned education into
a financial gamble, which leads students to chase whatever path appears safest. That economic
anxiety distorts learning. A university that values curiosity as much as career readiness gives
students permission to take intellectual risks, to follow questions, not just salaries. Those risks

often lead to unexpected innovation.

The deeper 1ssue 1sn’t which path 1s more useful; 1t’s what kind of society universities are building.

Career-focused education serves the economy. Broader education serves the mind that shapes the

economy. When universities maintain that distinction, they graduate individuals capable of both

doing and thinking, a combination that no job market can replace.
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